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Beeaenne

Hauano 21 Beka OTME4eHO OGYPHBIM PasBHTHEM KYJETYPOiIO-
THHECKMX CBAzeil H OUPOMHBIM HHTEPECOM K H3YUEHHIO COUNOKYNb-
TYpHOTO A3LIKOBOTO KOHTEKCTA, Bee B Sonbueii Mepe crand npeod-
NanaTe B3IfAbl HA A3BIK K3K Ha CPEACTBO Oﬁl].[eHHﬂ. Pacmupmcrrcn
paMky B OOyyeHHM OOLUEHMIO HA WHOCTPAHHOM S3BIKE 33 CYeT
BIUTIOYEHHS MEMENTOB COIHOKYIBTYPHOH KOMMYHRKaUWH, CTaHOBHTCS
AKCHOMOI BbICKA3RIBAHME O TOM, UTO "1:000it S13bIK HECET OTIEYATOK
KyNbTVPb! U MEHTARHTETA, H 3TO, B NIEPBYIO OYepellb, OTPAKALTCA HA
pEYEBOM ITHKETE",

XopoiuHe HABBIKH MEKKYJIbTYPHOH KOMMYHHKALM¥ B 3HA4H-
TEIbHOH mepe 3aBHCAT OT HAAHMUKA Y CTYACHTOB HE TOAbBKO
YCTOHUMBLIX H3LIKOBLIX HABBIKOB, HO M NOCTATOYHBIX COLHOKY.Tb-
TypHbIX (JOHOBBIX 3HAHME H QUEKBATHOTO MPEACTABACHHS O
KY/IBTYPE ¥ MHDE TeX MOAEH, Te TaHHbIi# #3biK PyHKUNOHUPYET, B
HacTHOCTH BenukoOpuTaHii. DOpMIPOBAHAE COUHOKYIILTYPHON KOM-
neTeHlKy, MO KOTOpO) MOHMMAEICs KOMILIEKC 3HaHMH o ueH-
HOCTSX, BEpOBAHUAX, NOBEACHYECKMX ofpasuax, oBbIYasX, Tpa-
IMLRAX, A3bIKE, (OCTWKEHUAX KYNLTYPbi, CBOHCTBEHHbIX OTpedeneH-
HOMy 0DIHECTBY ¢ XApAKTEPHU3YIOMX Cro, MPOHCXOAMT B NpoLeccax
COUMOKYTIBTYPIOTO BOCTIHTaHMA W oOyqenus. Ha dopmuposasiue
KOMIITIEKCa 3fIaHuii 0 KYTbTYpe, TPaJHLKAX, I0CyIaPCTBEHHOM YCT-
POHCTBE, COLMATLHOMN XKI3HU BenukoOpHTaHuN B YMEHWH HCnOATb-
30BaTh CTPaHOBSAYECKME 3HAHWA B MPOGECCHOHANBRON AeaTeNb-
HOCTH M Hanpasne Kype fekiit «CtpaHopeeHne BenkoSputanmm,

Kype nekumit cocroMT w3 aByx uacredl. B nepsodl macTu
COUEPIKATCH CBEREHHA O TeOTPapuueckoM IONOKEHHH CTPAHBL,
oTpakeH nporece (OPMUPOBAHUS HAUMKM, PACKPBIBAIOTCA TOCY-
JIapCTREHHOE ¥ MONHTUMECKOE YCTPOMCTBO, 3THHYECKHA COCTaB,
):[e,vlorpad)uqecxne TEHACHLKHU K COLHANhHBIC ﬂpOﬁHCMH HACeACHNA,
CHCTEMA UIKOTLHOrO H YHHBEPCHTETCKOrO 00pasoBaHis, TeM caMbIM
(opMHpyETCS  LeROCTHOE TIPEICTARIICHHE O KH3NH CTPAHBI U3yHae-
MOTO S3LIKA  C BbISBCHHEM OCHOBOINOIOIafOLIMX YepT. Opeie-

NSIOWHMX HAUMOHAIBHLIN  XapakTep Hapoja # OTPakaloUMXCs BO
BCEX aCAEKTax ero 0OECTBEHHOH 1 YaCTHOH KH3HHU.

Kype nekuuis «Crpasosenerue BeuxoOpuTaHuuy» npeacTasnser
CoO0H  CUCTEMATHUECKOE H3IIOKEHYE IIMPOKOTO KpYra BONPOCOB,
BXOISIIMX B CHCTEMY COLMOKYNRTYPHBIX 3HaHMA O COBPEMEHHOH
BenukoOpitaniu 1 AIPECOBaH CTV,\CHTaM crieuansHocty | - 02 03 06
01 "Anrnniicxnii a36K".

1 Britain: Physical Features

1.1 Geographical Position of the British Isles. Tersitory and
Structure

1.2 Physical Structure and Relief. Highiand and Lowland Britain

1.3 Rivers and Lakes

1.4 Climate and Weather

1.1 Geographical Position of the British Isles. Territory
and Structure :

The British Isles are situated on the continental shelf off the
north-west coast of Europe and comprise a group of islands lying
between latitudes 50 and 60°N and longitudes 1°45" and 810
West, the prime meridian of O passing through the old observatory
of Greenwich (London). The total area of the British Isles is
322,246 square kra.

Britain, formally known as the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, constitutes the greater part of the islands. It
comprises the mainland of England, Wales and Scotland (Great
Britain) and the northemn part of Ireland (Northern Irelund), The
sc,uthern part of Ireland, the second largest island of the group, is the
Trish Republic or Eire. All in all there are over 5,000 islands in the
system of the British Isles.

The United Kingdom's area is some 244,100 square km, of
Wh_ich about; 99 per cent is land and the remainder inland water.
This is nearly the same size as the Federal Republic of Germany,
New Zealand and half the size of France. From south to north it
stfetches for over 900 km, and is just under 500 km across in the
Wwidest part and 60 km in the narrowest. Due 10 the numerous bays
and inlets no place in Britain is as much as 120 km from the sea
coast line. The combined population of the British isles ~
59,5 million people (including that of the Republic of Ireland)
makes the islands one of the most densely populated parts of the
earth’s surface and the United Kingdom, at least, one of the most
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densely populated countries.

With nearly 59 million people, Great Britain ranks about
fourteenth in the world in terrus of population. The high density of
population (about 250 per square kilometre) sets a problem of land
use and of livelihood. Within the British Isles it implies a pressure
on land, a pressure reflected both in competition for space and m
intensive agriculture. The problems of supporting such a large
population on such a small land area are obvious. In fact, this
became possible with the emergence of Britain as the world's first
industrial nation during the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. It was during this period that Britain acquaired vast
overseas colonial territories, ruthlessly robbed and exploited them.
This enabled her to become the wealthicst nation on earth,

Off the nosth-western coast of Great Britain there is a group of
1slands known as the Hebrides. They are divided into the Inner and
Outer Hebrides, the groups of islands, separated from each other by
the Sea of the Hebrides and the Little Minch. These groups of
islands represent the higher unsubmerged portions of a dissected
block broadly sirnilar to the main highland mass.

Life in the Hebrides very much resembles that of the West coast
of the mainfand. Many of the people are crofters, and farming
combined with fishing is the main occupation. The island of Lewis-
Harris, the largest and most northerly of the Outer Hebrides, is
particularly notable for the traditional domestic Industry of spinning
wool from local sheep and the weaving it into tweeds. This Industry
is largely concentrated in Stomo-way, which is also a minor fishing
port. Out of over the total of 500 islands of the Hebrides more than
half are inhabitable. Only several families live on some of them,

Separated from the mainland by the stormy seven-mile wide
Pentland Firth there are the Orkney Islands, comprising about a
hundred islands, though only a third are Inhabited, by about
18,500 people. Most of the peopie are engaged in dairy- and poultry
farming. Bacon, cheese and €ggs are exported to Central Scotland.

Situated about 70 miles north of the Orkneys are the Shetland
Islands, which provide thin, infettile soils suitable only for rough
pasture. The total population is about 18.000. The Shetland farmers
are essentially crofters, but during the summer months they are
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actively engaged in herring-fishing. Apart from fish, the only exports
from the islands are Shetland ponies and lace knitted from the wool
of local sheep. Lerwick, the chief settlement. contains  about
5,000 people. but the Shetlands are far from prosperous, and the
population is still steadily decreasing.

In the middle of the Irish Sea there is the Isle of Man (571 square
km). The island is administered by its own Manx Parliament and has
a population of about 50.000 chiefly engaged in farming, fishing and
tourist trade. The only settlement of any size is the holiday resort of
Douglas (23.000). Another important island in the Irish Sea is
Anglesey, situated off the north coast of Wales. Anglesey contains
only 52,000 people, and more of the working population are now
engaged in industry than in fishing and agriculture. This is due partly
to an increase in the tourist trade and partly to the introduction of
several new industries, for example, the construction and eventual
operation of the nuclear power station at Wylfa.

The Isle of Wight is in the English Channel. It is diamond-
shaped, 40 km from west to east, and about half as much from north
to south. The Isle of Wight lies across the southern end of
Southampton Water, and is separated from the mainiand by the
Solent. With its sunny beaches and pleasant varied countryside, the
island forms one of the South Coast’s most important tourist resorts.
It is linked to London by ferry and rail services. The decline of light
and other industries has presented serious problems of employment
for the island, and at present the population is being reduced by
migration to the mainland, where the situation is far from heing better.

Off the extreme south-western coast of Great Britain there is a
tiny group of the Isles of Scilly.

The Channel Islands lic to the south-west on the French side of
the English Channel, They are known to the French as the Isles
Normandes, and their position can indeed be best seen trom a map of
north-west France than southern England.

The Channel Islands form an archipelago, detached by shallow
waters from the Caotentin peninsula in Normandy. As part of the

" Duchy of Normandy, they have been attached to the English Crown

since the Norman Corquest {1066).
The population of the Channel Islands (over 133,000) is
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distributed over a total area of only 194 sq.km. This results in a high
density of population — 686 per sq km — throughout the islands,
greatly increased in summer by holiday-makers. Here there is a strict
legislation over immigration and the purchase of property.

In the rural areas many of the people speak a French-Norman
dialect. but the official languages are English and French, the former
gradually becoming, the more important.

The chief industry on the islands Is tourism. Each one has its
own coastal attractions, but their main asset, as far as holiday
visitors are concerned, la their climate. They enjoy very mild winters
compared with the rest of the British Isles. Moreover, the duration of
sunshine is high-over five hours per day throughout the year, while
rainfall is about the same as that of the Hampshire Basin (southern
England) - 700-1000 mm annually. These factors, coupled with a
long growing season, give favourable conditions for agriculture as
well as holiday-making.

The chief Islands of the group are Jersey and Guernsey. Jersey
(76.000) is the largest and most populous island, it occupies 60 per
cent of the total area and has almost 60 per cent of the population. ks
northern coast is lined with granite cliffs, and the land slopes down
to low sandy bays on the north coast. This southerly aspect helps the
cultivation of early potatoes and tomataes in the open air. Jersey also
raises and exports the dairy cattle named after it. The chief town of
the island, St.Helier, is on the south coast.

Guernsey (53,000) slopes gradually downwards in the opposite
direction, the plateau descending from the cliff-lined south coast to
the north. Market gardening is largely carried out under glass.
Tomatoes and flowers are leading crops. Guernsey is famous for its
native breed of cattle. The chief town is St. Peter Port on the east
coast.

Smatler islands include Alderney (2,000} and Sark (600)-the
islands without motor-cars.

The British Isles are of the continental origin. Situated off the
north-west coast of Europe, they once formed part of that continent.
The only became islands when they were separated from it. The
separation took place thousands of years ago, after the lust Ice Age.
When the ice melted, the level of the oceans rose and drowned the
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Jow-lying coastlands round the continents. This was when the
English Channel, which was formerly a westward extension of the
North European Plain. became a shallow stretch of sea. It was a
change which greatly affected the history as well as the geography of
these islands.

It seems probable that the last glacial advance was at its
maximum about 20,000 years ago. Since then a general warming of
the climate has caused the glaciers to shrink, until today they have
disappeared entirely from the British Isles. The withdrawal of the ice
had an influence on the development of coastal features, for with the
melting of the ice much water "locked up” in the glaciers was
returned to the sea.  As a result, sea-level during the post-glacial
period rose by over 60 m. It was during this rise in sea-level that
Britain was separated from the continent of Europe by the formation
of the Strait of Dover. Other coastal areas suffered "drowning” with
various results. In western Scotland glaciated valleys were flooded
to form sea-tochs, the smuller islands werc separated from Great
Britain and Ireland, and in England the lower parts of many river
valleys were submerged to form deeply penetrating iniets.

Around the coasts of north-west Europe the land slopes gently
dowsn into the sea. At a certain depth of sea the siope becomes
steeper, and the sea bed descends tw much deeper levels. This
change of slope takes place at 4 sca depth of about 200 m.

The zone of shallow water which at present surrounds the
continent thus resembles a shelf above the really deep water of the
oceans: it is called the continenta] sheif. A line joining points at a
depth of 200 m shows the approximate boundary of the continental
shelf. The British Isles lie entirely on the shelf.

The fuct that the British Isles were once part of the European
maintand means that their rocks often resemble those of the closest
parts of the continent. The ancient hard rocks of the Scottish
Highlands, for example, such as granite, are similar 1o those of
Scandinavia. Then ther is the chalk of south-east England, seen in
the white cliffs of Dover and across the Strait of Dover in northern
France. The limestone ridge, or escarpment that crosses England
from north-east to south-west also has its counterpart in northern
France. And one more important example is the way in which the
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European Power Belt is continued into Britain.

From the European continent the British Isles are separated by
the English Channel and the North Sea. The English Channel, in its
widest part in the west is 220 km wide. and in the narrowest, what is
calted the Strait of Dover. only 32 km. The average depth of the
Channel is 60 m, and that of the Strait of Dover - 30 m. Here the
two opposite coasts of England and France come so near, that on a
clear day the cliffs of each side can be quite well seen from the
opposite shore.

There werc a number of schemes in the past how to connect the
two coasts, Were Napoleaon alive today. he would be gratified that
an idea he contemplated almost two centuries ago is to be translated
into reality.

Despite the fact that the people in Kent, the south of England,
were not enthusiastic about the venture as they feared damage to the
environment, the old idea prevailed and major industrial and
financial corporations swung into action. The final decision was
made. Meeting at Lille, France, on January 20, 1986, the President
of France and the Prime Minister of Great Britain chose one of the
four projects which had been submitted.

This scheme, put forward by the Anglo-French Channel Tunnei —
France Manche consortium, envisaged the constraction of two rail
tunnels 40 metres under the Channel bed. The tunnels are 7,3 metres
in diameter and about 50 km Jong, of which 37 kin are under the
Channel. Cars, trucks and coaches drive into specially built flat-cars
and high-speed trains (160 km ph) leave every few minutes, reaching
the terminal on the opposite side in 30 minutes.

In the west the British Isles are washed by the Atlantic Ocean, in
the east — by the North Sea, the average depth of which is 95 m. The
two largest islands of the British Archipelago, Great Britain and
Ireland, are separated from each other by the Trish Sea and the two
straits, the North Channel — 20 km wide, and St. George's Channel -
over 100 km wide. The distance between the ports of Liverpool and
Dublin is 230 km.

Apart from Britain the territories of six European countries look
into the coasts of the North Sea ~ France, Belgium, the Netherlands,
the Federative Republic of Germany, Denmark and Norway and for
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some of them this sea is the only exit to the World Ocean. The most
important sea routes pass through the English Chanrel and the North
Sea linking Europe with the Americas and other continents. The
advantageous geographical position of Great Britain created
favourable conditions for the development of her shipping, trade and
the economy as a whole.

A place on the continental shelf has been of great advantage to
the British fishing industry. Edible fish feed largely on plankton, the
minute organism which abound in the shallow waters above the
continental shelf, so that stretches of water such as the North Sea
have long been rich fishing-grourds. Catches have been reduced by
over-fishing, but other valuabie resources have been discovered and
exploited beneath the continental shelf - oil and natural gas.

The North Atlantic Current, the drift of warm water which
reaches the islands from across the Atlantic, spreads out over the
shelf magnifying its amiliorating effect on the British Isles. This
rather shallow skin of surface water, light because it is warm, is
driven north-eastward across the ocean by the westerly winds. It
forms part of the Gulf Stream system, which begins where Florida
C.urrent pours vast quantities of remarkably warm water into the
circulation of the North Atlantic. In its journey across that ocean the
water loses part of its heat, but retains enough to keep the ocean
surface west of the British Isles warm in winter. During the winter
¥ncmths water which has been heated in far lower fatitudes is arriving
in the North Atlantic. Furthermore, the ocean surface becomes
warmer or cooler, according to season, far more slowly than does a
land surface in similar latitudes. The maximum surface temperature
off the British coasts is reached in August; ot even as late as
September. Thus, when winter comes. there is much heat available
to warm the air of the westerlies, and the seasonal fall of air
temperature over Britain is slow and slight.

@ The British Isles are known for their greatly indented coastline.
nnetr;.gon;eo there ‘arVe many bz{ys and harbours, peninsulas and capes
ast, which were formed as a result of the raising and
;meerging of the land surface in the process of the geological
grz:opg:gn{ of the islands. The mdentityipauem of the island of
itain greatly resembles that of the Norwegian coast
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abounding in numerous deep and winding, like rivers, fiords. Due to
its extreme indentity the coastline of Great Britain despite its
relatively modest size. is 8,000 km tong.

Very much indented is the western coast, especially the coasts of
Scotland and Wales. The highlands herc rise quite abruptly from sea
level, so that westward — flowing rivers are short end swift, Many
long narrow lochs, or lakes, especiaily in the North-West Highlands,
are finger lakes. Along the west coast are many inlets that are called
lochs, such as Loch Fyne. These are sea lochs, or fiords: the ends of
glaciated valleys which have been submerged by the sea.

The east coast is less fofty and more regular than the west coast.
land sloping gradually down to the low sea shore and the coastal
lowlands being flooded frequently.

Steep is the English coast of the Strait of Dover, where the chalk
ridge comes right up to the sea repeating the chalk break of the
French coast on the other side of the English Channel.

The Irish coasts are more like those of England. The west coast
is more indented with long rias and peninsulas, while the south coast
conforms more with the general run of the relief. The east is
relatively smooth with a few major estuaries in the north but it is
only in the southeast; that lowland coasts with spite and bars
blocking the estuaries are found. Cliffed coasts predominate here,
and some are very beautiful.

The majority of the British ports have grown up at the mouths.
wide estvaries of rivers which give sheltered water, deep enough to
take the comparatively large ships. These sites are usually tidal and,
from the eighteenth century onwards it became usual to censtruct
dock basins which could be isolated from the sea or river by closing
their gates. This meant that, as the tide ebbed and the water leve] in
the estuary began to fall, the gates could by closed and the water
Jevel in the dock could be maintained at a high level, so that loading
or unloading could continue regardiess of the state of the tide. Many
of the dock systems built during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries became too small to handle the larger vessels afloat today
and this resulted in the abandonment of old port areas and the
building of new docks nearer the open sea. or even the constructions
of enlirely new ports, called outports. Apart from site, the most
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jmportant factor in the growth of a port is its accessibility to a large
and prosperous area of the country. Such an area, the area served by
a port, is called the hinterland and it can vary in size from a few
hundred square kilometres in the case of a small local port to
virtually the whole of Britain in the case of London,

Of great importance for the port activity are tides when the
rising water reaches its maximum mark (high tide) of 6 m in the
Jower Thames (London), 8,5 a in the Mersey estuary (Liverpool), 10
m in the Bristot Channel (Cardiff) and 12 m at Bristol. Thanks to the
high tides many of the towns which are situated dozens of kilometres
from the coast (Londen-64, Glasgow ~ 55, Hull - 32, and many
others) have become sea ports,

Questions

I Qutline the geographical position of the British isles in the
world.

2 Examine the territory and structure of the British Isles.

3 Examine the origin of the British Isles, Define the term
"continental shelf” and estimate its importance to the British economy.

4 Discuss the evidence which suggests that Britain is
geologically part of the contirent of Europe. Outline the scheme of
the Channel tunnel.

5 Give the account of the importance of the surrounding seas to
Great Britain,

6 Describe the main features of the coastline of Great Britain.
Contrast the nature of the eastern and westemn coasts.

7 Examine the factors which have influenced the growth and
activity of ports.

1.2 Physical Structure and Relief,
Highland and Lowland Britain

I_Sritain has a great diversity of physical characteristics and,
despite its small area. contains rocks of nearly all the main
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geological periods. There is a contrast between the generally high
relief of western and northern Britain and the lowland areas of the
south and east. In general, the oldest rocks appear in the highland
regions and the youngest in the lowland regions.

1.2.1 England

Though England cannot be considered as u very hilly country
still it is far from being flat everywhere. The most important range of
mountains is the Pennine range, regarded as "the backbone of
England”, It stretches from the Tyne valley in the north to the Trent
valley in the south — a distance of about 250 km. The whole range
forms a large table-land the highest point of which is Cross Fell
(893 m), in east Cumbria above the Eden valtey. Being an upland
region the Pennines form a watershed separating the westward-
flowing from the eastward-flowing rivers of Northern England. They
also form a barrier between industrial areas (Lancashire and
Yorkshire) on their opposite sides. Both sets of rivers have out
valieys into the uplands, two of which have created important gaps —
the Tyne Gap and the Aire Gap. They have road and rail routes,
which follow the rivers and link West Yorkshire with Lancashire
and Cumbria. Some rivers flowing from the central Pennines have
cut long open valleys, known as dales, which attract tourists because
of their picturesque scenery. Rainfall in the Pennines is abundant,
and their swiftly flowing streams used to provide power for woollen
mills, Today the area is used for water storage: reservoirs in the
uplands supply water to the industrial towns on each side of the
Pennines.

Across the north end of the Penninc Range there are the grassy
Cheviot Hills. The highest point is The Cheviot (816 m), near the
Scottish border. The Cheviot Hills serve as a natural borderland
between England «nd Scotland.

In north-weste England, separated from the Pennines by the
valley of the river Eden lie the Cumbrian mountains. These
mountains form a ring round the peak of Helvellyn (950 m). Other
peaks are Scafell {978 m) and Skiddaw (931 m).

The valleys which separate the various mountains from each other

contain some beautiful lakes (Windermere, Grasmere, Coniston
water, Ennerdale Water, Thirlmere, Ullswater, Hawswater). This is
the celebrated Lake District, where many tourists resort every year,
and where the famous poets Wordsworth, Coleridge. Southey.
Quincey lived and wrote.

Thirlmere and Haws Water are in use as reservoire for the
Manchester area, and permission has been granted for Manchester to
take water from Ullswater and Windermere. Crummock Water
supplies Workington and other towns of West Cumberland,

The region is sparsely populated and sheep rearing is the main
occupation of the farmers. A typical lakeland farmhouse is built of
stone, quarried locally. and roofed with slate. also obtained in the
region. Around it are a number of small fields, separated from one
another by dry stone walls.

The Lake Listrict is exposed to the westerly winds and rainfall is
exceptionally high. The village of Seathwaite, with an annual
average rainfall of 3300 mm, claims (o be the wettest inhabited place
in the British Isles.

The South-West Peninsula of Great Britain includes the counties
of Comnwall, Devon and Somerset. The region is made up of a
number of upland masses separated by lowlands, which, apart from
the Plain of Somerset, are of limited extent. The uplands of the
South-west Peninsula are not ranges of mountains or hills, but areas
of high moorland, the most extensive being Dartmoor and Exmooor.
On the north side of Dartmoor the land rises to aver 600 m (Yes Tor
- 619 m. High Willhays — 621 m). These are the highest summits in
England south of the Pennines. Much of the area bas been eroded.
Tesulting in a series of platforms between 150 and 300 metres.

The South-West region is essentially an agricultural area. The
areas of best soil occur around the southern borders of Dartmoor., in
notthern Devon and in the Vaie of Taunton. On the Lower land
between the moors, both in Cornwall and Devon, are fertile river
valleys,

The westernmost point of the English mainland is Land's End, a
™ass of granite cliffs which plunge with dramatic steep-ness into the
S¢a. The most southerly point of Great Britain Is Lizard Point, a
Mass of serpentine, greenish metamorphic rock, which people living
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in the neighbourhood carve and polish into attractive ornaments.

The South-west Peninsula presents numerous attractions for the
holiday-makers and the artists, and tourism is ome of the most
important activities of the region.

1.2.2 Wales

Wales is the largest of the peninsulas on the western side of
Britain, It consists of a complex of worn down mountain ranges,
representing high plateaux. They are called the Cambrian mountains.
The highest and most glaciated area occurs in the north, especially
around Snowdon (1,085 m), and often the mountains approach close
to the sea.

The Cambrians largely comprise the upland areas, generally and
collectively described as the Welsh Massif. In the south the massif
includes an important coal-field, on which an industrial area has
grown. It is the most densely populated part of Wales with some
two-thirds of the total population of 2.8 million inhabiting about
one-eighth of the arca. Two relief divisions may be distinguished in
South Wales: a coastal plain which in the south-eastern part around
Cardiff becomes up to 16 km wide, and the upland areas of the
coalfield proper, which rise between 245 and 380 metres. In recent
years the region has experienced very acute problems with the
decline in the coal industry and high unemployment rates.

Much of the remainder of Wales consits of bare rock, barren
moorland and rough pasture, with only a few people to the square
kilometre. But this region constitutes the heartland of Wales, for
centered upon the massif is the Welsh culture where the traditions
and language of a Celtic people are best preserved,

In the upland areas sheep are the basis of the rural economy, and
in the low-lying parts near the coast and in the valley bottoms dairy
farming predominates.

1.2.3 Scotiand

Scotland may be divided into three major physical regions: the
Highlunds. the Southern Uplands and the Central Lowlands.
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The Scottish Highlands lie west of a linc from Aberdeen to the
mouth of the Clyde. They form the most extensive and the most
sparsely populated of the three regions, The mountains are separated
into two parts by Glen More, or the Great Glen, a long crack in the
earth's crust, running from north-east to south-west. To the south are
the Grampians, which are generally higher than the North-west
hightands, and contain the loftiest summits, including Ben Nevis
(1,347 m), the highest peak in the British lsles, and Ben Macdhuj
(1,309 m). They have also been more deeply cut by the action of
glaciers and rivers. Glen More contains three takes: Loch Ness, Loch
Oich and Loch Lochy. and the first is said to be the home of a
“monster”. In the early nineteenth century the lochs were joined to
form the Caledonian Canal which was equipped with 29 lochs and
was almost 100 km in total length. Along the west coast the
highlands rise quite abruptly from sea level, so that westward-
flowing rivers are short and swift. Rivers which flow generall y east,
such as the Tay and the Dee, have a relatively long course.

Climatically the region has some of the most severe weather
experienced in Britain. The highly dissected nature of the landscape
means that there are considerable local variations in climate over
quite smail distances and these variations are important.

The Highlands comprise forty-seven per cent of the land area of
Scotland. At the same time, they house less than fifteen per cent of
the Scottish population. The population is largely concentrated on
the periphery of the massif, and nowhere clse in Britain are the
problems of depopulation and economic decline seen so clearly.

The economy of the region has traditionally been that of
crofting, subsistent farming, in which the farmer (crofter) and his
family consume all the produce. The crofter grows crops on a patch
Uf' land near his cottage. the main crops being potatoes, oats and hay.
His sheep graze on the nearby hill slopes, and be may have one or
tWo cows, to keep the family supplied with milk and some poultry.

The Southern Uplands extend from the Central Valley of
Scotland in the north to the Pennine Hills and Lake District in the
South. Although for the most part an upland area, the boundaries of
the region are not clear-cut in physical terms. The Cheviot Hills,
Composed largely of volcanic rocks, mark the central part of the
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boundary between England and Scotland. Upland areas extend into
the Central Vailey. just as the Cheviots merge into the Pennines and
the lowlands on both east and west coasts merge into the lowlands vt
Northumbria and those that surround the dome of the Lake Distrist.

These uplands form a plateau, which glaciation has eroded inio
smooth, rounded hills. The general level of this plateau-like surface
descends from the higher northern margins in a series of steps. The
hills ries to 800-900 m, but for the most part they lie between 450
and 610 metres,

The present-day cconomy of the region is dominated by
agriculture, The region is clearly divided between the sheep pastures
of the uplands and the more diversified farming arcas of the
lowlands. Sheep have been grazed on the uplands for the past six
centuries and hard local breeds, such as Cheviot and Black-face have
been deveioped which can withstand the snows of winter and
produce excellent mutton as well as wool. .

Throughout the uplands population distribution is sparse and
limjted to isolated farmsteads and occasional villages and towns
usually clustered in the valleys on the periphery of the uplands,
particularly in Galloway, the name is given to the dales and Jowlands
of the south-west, and in the Tweed Basin,

The Central Lowlands of Scotland, sometimes known as the
Midland Valley, lic between the Highland and the Southern
Uplands. For the most part this region is a lower-lying north- east to
south-west trending are some eighty kilometres or so wide.

The Central Lowlands are by far the most densely populated of
the three main regions of Scotland: they occupy about 15 per cent of
its area. but contain about 80 per cent of its people.

Many of the people who left the highlands during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries settled in the Central Lowlands. particularly
in the Glasgow region where industrial development as taking place
at a rapid rate. The area was one of the major industrial centres of
Britain. with important coal, steel, shipbuilding and engineering
industries. The twentieth century has seen increasing problems in
these industries and there has been a movement of population from
the area.

On the fertile sandy soils in the south-west the farmers grow
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early potatoes. They also cultivate oats and in the sheltered Clyde
valley many are engaged in fruit growing and market gardening.
Throughout the region sheep are reared on the hills.

1.2.4 Ireland

Ireland is predominantly a rural island, with a generally low
density of population and indeed few large towns other than those
situated on the coast. The regional geography of the istand is simpler
tnan that of Great Britain, and especially than the regional
geography of England.

The Central Plain of Ireland stretches west-east across the
country from coast to coust. Glacial action has created hollows,
enlarged by solution of the underlying limestone by rain water, and
many shallow lakes have been forced. A large proportion of Ireland's
terrain consists of either bleak and uninhabitable mountain masses,
or valleys and lowlands containing large loughs, innumerable
smaller sheets of water, and great peat bogs that are useless except
as a source of fuel. Lough Derg, on the River Shannon, is narrow,
irregular, and nearly forty kilometres in length.

Around the plain is a broken rim of mountains. In the extreme
north-east is the Antrim Plateau or Mountains of Antrim, which rise
above 400 m and are composed of basalt, Off the north coast is the
famous Giant's Causeway, where the basalt solidified in remarkable
hexagonal columns. In the north and north-west are the Sperrin
Mountains and the Ox Mountains, which with several other uplands
reach more than 500 m in height. The loftiest mountains of Ireland
are in the south-west - the Macgillycuddy Reeks, which contain
Carrantuohilf (1,041 m), the highest peak on the island. In the south-
east the Wicklow Mountains rise to 926 m in Lugnaquillia. They
form one of the most extensive masses of granite in the British Isles.
And in the north-east there are the Mourne Mountains which rise
steeply from Carlingford Lough to reach a height of 852 m in Slieve

onard,

Being geographically an island and a single unit, Ireland is
Politically divided into the Trish Free State and Northern Ireland,
COmprising six counties of Ulster, which was one of the four
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provinces of ancient Ireland: Antrim, Londonderry. Tyrone,

Fermanagh, Armagh and Down.
1.2.5 Lowland Britain

Lowland Britain offers a striking contrast in many ways. Though
so much less rugged, there are few parts where level land is
uninterrupted by hills. One of the most extensive plains in the British
Isles is in the English Midlands, consisting of river valleys and plains
interspersed with scattered hills. It is the Midland Plain, which is best
described as an undulating lowland rarely rising above 100 metres. To
the north of it are the Pennines, to the south the Thames Basin, to the
east East Anglia and to the West the Welsh Borderlands,

Another important plain in Britain is the London Basin in South
East England. The master stream of the basin is Britain's second
longest river, the Thames, which enters the region from the west.
The Hampshire Basin inciudes a wide plain area of central southern
England.

The geographical region described as the lancashire and
Cheshire Plain, includes the lowlands to the west of the Central and
Southern Pennines. The Lowlands themselves are linked to the
Midland Plain by a broad gap between the Welsh mountains and the
Pennines, known as the Midland Gate. In Yorkshire, along the
eastern edge of the Pennines lies the exiensive Yorkshire Lowland.

The chief characteristic of East Anglia is its low relief with few
hills, the area is mainly founded on chalk.

1.3 Rivers and Lakes

There is a fairly wide network of rivers in the British Isles,
though generally short in length and navigable but in their lower
reaches, especially during high tides. Mild maritime climate keeps
them free of ice throughout the winter months.

In the Middle Ages, river transport played a major role in the
British internal transport systeni, and all the large towns of the time
were situated on navigable rivers. But since the beginning of the
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nineteenth century the waterways, including numerous canals, have
steadily declined in importance, and many have fallen into disuse.

The drainage map of the British Isles seems to contain no very
clear patters. The largest river of Great Britain, the Severn (350 km),
for example, follows a particularly puzzling course. After rising on
the slopes of Plynlimmon, in central Wales, it flows at first north-
eastwards, but later turns sharply through the Ironbridge gorge and
then runs southwards and south-westwards to the Bristol Channel.
The courses of the Trent (274 km) and the upper Thames (346 km)
aiso show many changes of direction. Many of the largest rivers in
Scotland, such as the Tweed, Forth, Dee and Spay, drain directly to
the North Sea. Scotland's longest river, the River Tay. some 170 km
long, atso foltows this course. Among other important rivers, which
flow eastwards, to the North Sea, are the rivers Trent, Tyne, Tees,
Humber, Ouse in England.

A number of streams flow down to the west coast, to the Irish
Sea, including the Clyde in Scotland, the Eden, Ribble, Mersey and
the Severn. A few smail rivers flow to the English Channel.

There are many rivers in Ireland. They are short but navigable
due to an abundant and even distribution of precipitation throughout
the year. The longest river of the British Isles is the River Shannon
(384 km), flowing from north to south of Ireland. Among other more
or less important rivers are the Foyle, flowing to the north, the
Lagan, Boyne. Liffey, Slaney to the east, the Barrow and the
Blackwater — to the south.

Most of the British fakes are in part the result of glacial erosion
and in part due to chemical solution of the underlying limestone.
There Is a host of small winding lakes in Scotland, in Cumbria and
in Irelang.

The largest lake in Great Britain and the biggest inland loch in
Scotland is Loch Lomond, covering a surface area of 70 square km,
although the longest lake is Loch Ness (56 square km) which alse
ha_s the greatest volume of water. In England the largest lake is Lake
Windermere (the Lake District) with a surface area of 15 square km.
. The Targest fresh water lake in the British Isles is Lough Neagh
1n Northern Ireland (381 square kmy).

The Quaternary glaciatlon has further modified the river patterns

)
21



in many areas. This is especially true of central Ireland. where the
uneven surface of the drift cover has led, as in the basin of the
Shannon, 1o much bad drainage. many peat bogs and numerous large
lakes. such as Loughs Ree and Derg.

Questions

| Briefly outline the main features of the physical geography of
the British Isles.

2 Describe the
MOUNtainouy areas.

3 Examine the relief features of Wales.

4 Describe the varied relief features ot Scotland.

5 Describe and account for the main relief characteristics of Ireland.

6 Describe the major plains of lowland Britain.

7 Give an account of the drainage features of the British Isies,
their chief rivers and lakes.

relief feawures of England. referring to

1.4 Climate and Weather

Weather is not the same as climate. The weather at a place is the
state of the atmosphere there at a given time or over a short period.
The weather of the British Isles is notoriously variable. The climate
of a place or region, on the other hand, represents the average
weather conditions through the year. In every part of the British Isles
obvious changes are taking place as winter passes into spring, spring
into summer. and so through autumn to winter.

The position of the British Isles within latitudes 50° to 61°N is a
hasic factor in deterrvining the main characteristics of the climate.
Within the limits of the general climatic type ~ maritime, temperate,
with no dry season and with summers only moderately warm - there
is. however. toom for considerable variation between one region and
another.

The climate of any place results from the interaction of a number
ot determining factors, of which the most important are latitude,
distance from the sea, relief and the direction of the prevailing
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winds. These tactors must be dis(inguisheq 'frurp the gctual features
of the climate such as t;mperalure, precipitation, wind, sunshine,
the humidity of the air.

Britain has a generally mild and temperate climate, which is
gJominated by marine influences and is rainy and equable. Britain's
climate iS much milder than that in any other country in the same
\atitudes. This is due partly to the presence of the North Atlantic
prift which begins as the Gulf Stream, in the Gulf of Mexico,
crosses the Atlantic Ocean, and so reaches the shores of Europe as a
warm current, and partly to the fact that north-west Europe lies in a
predominantly westerly wind-beit. This means that not only do
marine influences warm the land in winter and coo} it in summer, bul
also that the winds blowing over the Atlantic have a similar effect
and at the same lime carry large amounts of moisture which is
deposited over the Jand as rain. Britain's climate is generally one of
mild winters and cool summers, with rain throughout the year,
although there are considerable regional changes.

Latitudes determine the main characteristics of the climate.
Temperature, the most important climatic element, depends not only
on the angle at which the sun's rays strike the earth's surface, but also
on the duration of daylight. The greater the angle of the sun above
the horizon, the greater is the heat received and the length of the
period between sunrise and sunset. The fength of day at London
ranges from 16 hours 35 minutes on 21 June to 7 houts SO minutes
on 21 December.

The sea greatly modifies the climate of the British Isles, for their
relatively small area and the indented nature of the coastline allow
maritime influences to penetrate well inland. The sea, whose waters
have a higher specific heat than the rocks of the Land surface, warms
up more slowly, but also cools down more slowly than does the land.
Consequently, in summer the land tends to be warmer than the sea,
and in winter the converse is true. This moderating effect of the sea
Is, in fact, the cause of the relatively small seasonal contrasts
eXperienced in Britain.

The prevailing winds in the British Isles are westerlies. They are
eXtremely moist, as a result of their long passage over the warm
Waters of the North Atlantic. On their arrival over Britain, the winds

fog,
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are forced upwards, and as a result large-scale condensarion occury,
clouds form and precipitation foliows, especially over the
MOUNtainous areas.

Relief is the most important factor controlling the distribution uf
temperature  and  precipitation  within  Britain. The aciuy
temperatures experienced in the hilly and mountainous parts are
considerably lower than those in the lowlands. The effect of relief on
precipitation is even more striking. Average annual rainfall jn
Britain is about 1,100 mm. But the geographical distribution qf
rainfall is largely determined by topography, the mountainous areus
of the west and north having far more rainfall than the lowlands of
the south and east. The western Scottish Highlands, the Lake
District, the Welsh uplands and parts of Devon and Cornwall receivy
more than 2,000 mm of rainfall each year. The greatest annual
rainfall recorded in Britain was 6,527 mm at Sprinkling Tam
(Cumbria) in 1954. Much of this precipitation takes the form of
snow, and on some of the highest summits of the north a layer of
SnOW may persist for several months of the year.

In contrast, the castern lowlands, lying in a rain-shadow area, are
much drier, and usually receive little precipitation, Much of East
Anglia has a rainfall of less than 700 mm run each year, and snow
falls on only 5 to 18 days on the average. The lowest annual rainfall
was recorded at Margate (Kent) in 1921 (236 MM).

Rainfall is fairly well distributed throughout the vear, but, on
average, March to June are the driest months and October to January
the wettest.

Treland is in rather a different category, for here the rain-bearing
winds have not been deprived of their moisture, and, although low-
lying, much of the Irish plain receives up to 1,200 mm of rainfall per
year, usually in the form of steady and prolonged drizzle. Snow, on
the other hand. is rare, owing to the warming effects of the North
Atlantic Drifl.

1.4.1 Temperature

Because of the North Atantic Drift and the predominantly
maritime air masses (hat effect the British Isles. the range in
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[emperature throughnut the year is never very greilt. ?‘he \annual
mean temperature in England and Wales is about 10°C, in Scotland
and Northern Ireland about 9°C. The mean January temperature for
London is 4°C, and the mean July temperature 17°C.

Near sea level in the west the mean annual temperature ranges
from 8°C in the Hebrides to 11°C in the extreme south-west of
England. July and August are the warmest months of the year on
average and January and Eebrug:y the CledesL The mean summer
temperatures throughout Britain increase from north to south.

The mean monthly temperature in the extreme north (the
Shetlands) ranges from 3°C during the winter (December, January
ard February) to 12°C during the summer (June, July and August).
The corresponding figures for the Isle of Wight, in the extreme
south, are 5°C and 16°C.

During a normal summer the temperature may occasionally rise
above 30°C in the south. The highest shade temperature ever
recorded in Britain was about 37°C in August 1917 in Northampton-
shire, Surrey and Kent. Minimum temperature of — 10°C may occur
on astill, clear winter's night in inland arear. Lower temperatures are
rare. The lowest temperature (-27,2°C) was recorded at Braemar
(the Grampians) in February 1895 and January 1982.

The distribution of sunshine shows a general decrease from
south to north, a decrease from the coast inland and a decrease with
latitude. During the months of longest daylight (May, June and July)
the mean daily duration of sunshine varies from five hours in
northern Scotland to eight hours in the Isle of Wight. During
November, December and January (the months of shortest daylight)
sunshine js at minimum, with an average of hatf an hour a day in
some parts of the Scottish Highlands and two hours a day on the
south coast of England. Generally the coasts are everywhere sunnier
than neighbouring inland districts. Ireland is subject to frequent
cloud and records little sunshine.

1.4.2 Weather

. In direct contrast with climate, in which short-term variations
disappear with the calculation of averages, the weather of the British
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Istes is notoriousty variable. Not only 1s it liable to day-to-duy
changes — some whole seasons are markedly wet, markedly dr)i
unusualty cold, or unusually warm.

Spring is normally Britain's driest season, even though April is by
tradition showery. Cold weather usually lasts no later than mid-Apri}.
and there are frequently some very warm days during the second half
of the month. By late spring daytime temperature rises considerably,
and the thermometer may even reach 21-24°C over a wide area.

June is the brightest month of the year for Britain in general
Rainfall tends (0 increase during July and August, partly because
Atlantic depressions some nearer to the coast during these months
and partly also because ajr, as it becomes warmed, is capable of
holding more moisture. Late summer is often noted for vary warm
weather, and this way continue into September.

North and north-west winds often bring heavy falls of snow to
north Britain during late October and November, but they are usually
short-lived.

Continental air sometimes reaches the British Isles in summer as
a warm, dry air-stream, but it is more frequently experienced in
winter when it crosses the North Sea and brings bitter weather to
eastern and inland districts of Great Britain.

in fine, still weather there is occasionally haze in summer and
mist and fog in winter.

1.4.3 Vegetation

The present vegetation of great Britain owes much of its
character 1o the influence of man, Only in the more remote parts of
Ireland and the Scottish Highlands do remnants of the natural
vegetation still exist. The "natural vegetation” in the true sense of
the term has practically disappeared from Britain, and most of the
present cover is loosely known as semi-natural in the unfenced
rough, grazing and in the woodland.

With its mild climate, a wide variety of relief and soils Britain
once had a diverse pattern of vegetation. The original natural
vegetation consisted of [orest, fen and marsh in the wet lowlands.
especially where the drainage was poor, and shrub, heath and
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d on the uplands where soils were thin. In the lowland areas
the oak forest must have bean the natural vegetation.

Over the centuries, however, the forests have had to make way
for agriculture and settlement. But a systematic and barbaric

tion of the forests took place in the 16-18th centuries with the
construction of factories and roads, the development of mineral
resources, the production of char-coal for irqn-smelting, as well as to
provide timber for shipbuilding and constructional purpose generally.

Apart from oak other trees of the wooded lowlands were ash,
maple, elm and hazel. Today only a few scattered areas of extensive
woodland rtemain, such as the New Forest in Hampshire and
sherwood Forest in Nottinghamshire, which owe their survival
targely to the fact that in the Middle Ages they were set aside "Royal
Forests" for hunting. The greatest density of woodland occurs in the
north and the east of Scotland, in some parts of south-east England
and on the Welsh border. Throughout most of England and parts of
Wales and Scotland, where temperatures are high enough to permit
trees to complete their annual cycle of growth between spring and
autumn, deciduous varieties (such as oak, birch, beech and ash) are
more numerous. In the north and on higher ground in the west these
are replaced by coniferous species, pine, fir and spruce.

By the beginning of the twentieth century Britain's timber
reserves had been so seriously depleted that in 1919 the Government
set up a permanent Forestry Commission charged with the task of
improving the position. It carries out a programme of planting in
places which are not now forested, and of improving existing
woodland, mainly on the acquired land in Scotland, Wales, the
English Lake district and East Anglia. Today forest and woodland
oceupy only about 9 per cent of the surface of the country (out of the
total 43 per cent in England, 43 in Scotland, 1I per cent in Wales and
the remainder in Northern Ireland). Fifty-six per cent of forest and
“foodland belong to private landowners. Over 90 per cent of the
timber used in the United Kingdom is imported.

Most of Britain is agricultural land of which about one-third is
arable, and the rest pasture and meuadow. Areas of permanent
Srassland are widespread in practicatly all parts of Britain except
East Anglia, where arable farming is predominant, and in the highest

27




parts of Scotland and Wales. These pastures form the chief &razin,
lands on which cattle and sheep are reared and fattened.

In centain areas of the country. particularly parts of the Highluny,
of Scotland. relief and climatic conditions are not conducive to arabe
farming, and such areas are therefore characterised by extensiye
moorland. Moorlands are found in the upland areas of north ang
west England, where soils are thin, drainage is poor and rainfyj)
heavy. Large areas are commonly covered with peat and contuin
numerous bogs.

The hilly moorlands provide several types of wild vegetation
such as heather. fern, other hill grasses and these are to be found i,
the Highlands of Scotland. the Pennines, the Lake District, the
mountains of Wales and elsewhere with a surface of thin poor soils.

The soils of the British Isles vary from the thin poor pudzolic
ones of highland regions to the rich fertile brown forest soils of low-
lying arcas like the fentands of eastern England, southern Englang
and the western Midlands.

Questions

1 Which factors influence the variations in Britain's climate?

2 Show how for the advantages deriving from the climate and
weather of the British Istes outweigh the disadvantages.

3 Describe and account for the major features of the distribution
of mean seasonal temperatires and rainfall aver the British Isles.

4 Which areas of Britain have the greatest mean annual
temperature range, and which areas the least? Can you snggest
reasons for these differences?

3 Give reasons why South-east England is the warmest part of
the British Isles in summer and Cornwall is the warmest part of the
British Isles in winter.

6 Explain why Britain has very variable weather, commenting on
seasonal changes.

7 Discuss the vegetation of the British [sles, its distribution in
relation to relief and climate.

8 Examine the reasons why the "natural vegetation” in the true
sense of the term has practically disappeared from Britain.
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2 Britain: the Making of the Nation

2.1 The Tberians and Celtic Tribes

2.2 Roman Britain ) )
2.3 The Anglo-Saxon Conquest and the Danish Invasions
2.4 The Norman Conquest. The Growth of Feudalism

2.1 The Iberians and Celtic Tribes

PBritain has not always been an island. It became one on_ly after
the end of the last ice age. The temperature rose and the ice cap
melted, flooding the lower-lying fand that is now under the North
Sea and the English Channel.

The Ice Age was not just one long equally cold period. There
were v)mner times when the ice cap retreated. and colder peripds
when the ice cap reached as far south as the River Thames. Our first
evidence of human life is a few stone tools, dating from one of the
warmer periods, about 250,000 BC. These simple objects show that
there were two different Kinds of inhabitant. The earlier group made
their tools from flakes of flint. similar in kind to stone tools found
across the north European plain as far as Russia. The other group
made tools from a central core of flint, probably the earliest method
of human tool making, which spread from Africa to Furope, Hand
axes made in this way have been found widely, as far north as
Yorkshire and as far west as Wales,

However, the ice advanced again and Britain became hardly
habitable until another milder period. probably around 50,000 BC.
During this time a new type of human being seems 10 have arrived,
who was the ancestor of the modern British, These people looked
similar to the modern British. but were probably smaller and had a
life span of only about thirty years.

Around 10,000 BC, as the Ice Age drew to a close, Britain was
pe"’I»’I/?«li'by small groups of humers, gatherers and fishers. Few had
settled homes, and they seemed to have followed herds of deer which
Provided them with food and clothing. By about 5000 BC Britain
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had finally become an island, and had also become heavily foreye
For the wanderer-hunter culture this was a disuster, for the <uig
loving deer and other animals on which they lived largely died oy

About 300G BC Neolithic (or New Stone Age) people Cresse
the narrow sea from Europe in stmail round boats of bent
covered with animal skins. Each could carry one or two person:
These people kept animals and grew corn crops, and knew how 1
make pottery. They probabiy came from either the Iberian {Spunish
peninsula or even the North African coast. They were small, dark
and long-headed people, and may be the forefathers of dark-haire
inhabitants of Wales and Cormnwall today. They settled in the wexter,
parts of Britain and Ireland, from Cornwall at the southwest end of
Britain all the way to the far north.

These were the first of several waves of invaders before the firy
arrival of the Romans in 55 BC. It used to be thought that these
waves of invaders marked fresh stages in British development
However, although they must have brought new ideas and methods
it is now thought that the changing pattern of Britain's prehistory wa:
the result of local economic and social forces.

The great "public works" of this time, which needed a hoge
organization of labour, tell us a little of how prehistoric Britain was
developing. The earlier of these works were great “barrows”. 0
burial mounds. made of earth or stone. Most of these barrows are
found on the chalk uplands of south Britain. Today these uplands
have poor soil and few trees, but they were not like that then. They
were airy woodlands that could easily be cleared for farming, and as
a result were the most casily habitable part of the countryside.
Eventually, and over a very long period, these areas became
overfarmed, while by 1400 BC the climate became drier, and as a

Yet the monuments remain. After 3000 BC the chalkfand people
started building great circles of earth banks and ditches. Inside, they
buift wooden buildings and stone circles. These "henges", as they
called, were centres or religious, political and economic power. B:
far the most spectacular. both then and now, was Stonehenge, which
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fuilt in separate stages over a period of more than a thousand
The precise purposes of Stonehenge remain a mystery, but

i the second phase of building, after about 2400 BC, huge
du‘egones were brought to the site from south Wales. This could
o have been achieved because the political authority of the area
i y nding Stonehenge was recognised over a very large area,
i probably over the whole of the British Isles. The movement
:Jf these bluestones was an extremely important event, the story of
which was passed on from generation to generation. Three thousand

ears later, these unwritten memories were recorded in Geoffrey of
Monmouth's History of Britain, written in 1136.

Stonehenge was almost certainly a sort of capital, to which the
chiefs of other groups came from all over Britain. Certainly, earth or
stone henges were built in many parts of Britain, as far as the
Orkney Islands north of Scotland, and as far south as Comwall. They
seem to have been copies of the great Stonehenge in the south. In
Ireland the centre of prehistoric civilisation grew around the River
Boyne and at Tara in Ulster. The importance of these places in folk
memory far outlasted the builders of the menuments.

After 2400 BC niew groups of people arrived in southeast Britain
from Europe. They were round-headed and strongly built, taller than
Neofithic Britons. It is not known whether they invaded by armed
force, or whether they were invited by Neolithic Britons because of
their military or metal-working skills. Their influence was soon felt
and, as a result, they became leaders of British society. Their arrival
is marked by the first individual graves, fumished with pottery
beakers, from which these peaple get their name: the "Beaker" people.

Why did people now decide to be buried separately and give up
}he old communal burial barrows? It is difficult to be certain, but it
the soil, in the hope that this would stop the chatk uptand soil getting
Pooter. The Beaker people brought with them from Europe a new
ceteal, barley, which could grow almost anywhere. Perhaps they felt it
Was o longer necessary to please the gods of the chalk uptand soil.

Th Beaker people probably spoke an Indo-European language.
€Y seem 1o have brought a single cufture to the whole of Britain.
They algo brought skills to make bronze tools and these began to
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replace stone ones. But they accepted many of the old wayy
Stonehenge remained the most important centre until 1300 BC, Ty
Beaker people's richest graves were there, and they added a ney
circle of thirty Stone columns, this time connected by stone lintels, o
cross-pieces. British society continued to be centred on a number g
henges across the countryside.

However, from about 1300 BC onwards the henge civilisation
seems to have become less important, and was overtaken by a ney
form of society in southern England, that of a settled farming class,

. At first this farming society developed in order to feed the peopie at

the henges. but eventually it became more important and powerful ag
it grew richer. The new farmers grew wealthy because they leamed
to enrich the soil with natoral waste materials so that it did not
become poor and useless. This change probably happened at about
the same time that the chalk uplands were becoming drier. Family
villages and fortified enclosures appeared across the landscape. ir
lower-lying areas as well as on the chalk hills, and the old central
control of Stonchenge and the other henges was lost. From this time.
too, power seems to have shifted to the Thames valley and southeast
Britain. Except for short periods, political and economic power has
remained in the southeast ever since. Hill-forts replaced henges us
the centres of local power. and most of these were found in the
southeast, suggesting that the land successfully supported more
people here than elsewhere.

There was another reason for the shift of power eastwards. A each family or tribe, sometimes as

number of better-designed bronze swords have been found in the
Thames valley. suggesting that the local people had more advanced

Celts, who probably came from central Europe or further east,
ol southern Russia, and had moved slowly westwards in earlier
fro um” The Celts were technically advanced. They knew how to
;,e:rk with iron, and could make betfer weapons than the people who
used bronze. It is po;sible that they drove many of the older
inhabitants westwards into Wales. Scotland and Ireland. The Celts
began 10 control all the lowland areas of Britain, and were joined by
pew arrivals from the Buropean maintand. They continued to arrive
in one wave after another over the next seven hundred years.

The Celts are important in British history because they are the
ancestors of many of the people in Highland Scotland, Wales,
Ireland, and Cornwall today. The Iberian people of Wales and
Comwall took on the new Celtic cuiture. Celtic languages. which
have been continuously used in some areas since that time, are still
spoken. The British today are often described as Anglo-Saxon. k
would be better to call them Anglo-Celt.

Our knowledge of the Celts is slight. As with previous groups of
settlers, we do not even know for certain whether the Celts invaded
Britain or came peacefully as « result of the lively trade with Europe
from'@bout 750 BC onwards. At first most of Celtic Britain seems to
have'déveloped in a generally similar way. But from about 500 BC
trade. contact with Europe declined, and regional differences
between northwest and southeast Britain increased. The Celts were
organised into different tribes, and tribal chiefs were chosen from
the result of fighting matches
between individuals, and sometimes by election,

The last Celtic arrivals from Europe were the Belgic tribes. It

metalworking skills, Many of these swords have been found in river was natural for them to settle in the southeast of Britain, probably

beds, almost certainly thrown in for religious

back into the water when he died.
2.1.1 The Celts

Around 700 BC, another group of people began to arrive. Many

cer reasons. This custom pushing other Celtic tribes northwards as they did so.
may be the erigin of the story of the legendary King Arthur's sword. whea Yilius Caesar briefly visited Britain in 55 BC he
which was given to him from out of the water and which was thrown Belgic tribes were different from the older inhz;bjtants

At any rate,
saw that the
iS" ihabiggr ) "The interior
. , he wrote, "by peoples who consider themselves

;\'{‘digﬂﬁous, the coast by people who have crossed from Belgium.
caly all of these still keep the names of the [Buropean] tribes from
which they came. "

The Celtic tribes continued the same kind of agriculture as the

of them were tail, and had fair or red hair and biue eyes, These were Bronze Age people before them. But their use of iron technology and

33



their introduction of more advanced ploughing methods made “ ¢ tribes all over Britain probably met once 4 year. They had
ossible for them to farm heavier soils, However, they continuey , dift€== t they met in sacred groves of trees, on certain hills,
p - temples: bu Y

use, and build. hill-forts. The increase of these, particularly in 4, 10 &% or by river sources. We know little of their kind of worship
southeust, supgests that the Ceits were highly successiut fanney, by o at times it included human sacrifice.
growing enough foed for a much larger population. excep © g the Celtic period women may have had more

The hill-fort remained the centre for local groups, The inside, ﬁeﬂﬂe than they had again for hundreds of years. When the
these iili-forts were filled with houses, and they became the s md;l:,s ipvaded Brituin two of the largest tribes were ruled by
econemic capitals and smatler “towns” of the different tri ;‘ng who fought from their chariots. The most powerful Celt 1o
into which Britain was now divided. Today the empty hill-torts tand up 0 the Romans was a woman, Boadicea. She had become
on lonely hitltops. Yet they remained Jocal econcmic centres t ‘queen of her tribe when her husband had died. She was all, with
after the Romans came to Britain, and long after they went. jong red hair, and had a frightening appearance. In AD 61 she led her

Within living memory certain annual fairs were associated “‘i”[ribe against the Romans. She nearly drove them from Britain, and
hill-forts. For example, there was an annual September fair vn : she destroyed London, the Roman capital, before she was defeated
site of a Dorset hill-fort, which was used by the writer Thoruy,; killéd. Roman writers cormmented on the courage and strength of
Hardy in his novel Far from the Madding Crowd. published in 1§73 women in battle, and feave an impression of a measure of equality

The Celts traded across tribal borders and trade was probablpesween the sexes among the richer Celts.
important ¥¢ political and social contact between the tribes. Trad
with Trefand went through the island of Anglesey. The two mai
trude outlets eastwards to Burope were the sctilements along th 2,2 Roman Britain
Thames River in the south and on the Firth of Forth in the nerth. It .
no accident that the present-day capitals of England and Scotlan. - The name “Britain” comes from the word “Pretani”, the Greco-
stand ol or near these two ancient trade centres. Much rrade, bolRoman word for the inhabitants of Britain. The Romans
inside and beyond Britain, was conducted by river and sea. Fomispronounced the word and called the island “Britannia®.
money the Celis used iron bars, unul they began to copy the Roma: The Romans had invaded because the Celts of Britain were
coins they saw used in Gau! (France). vorking with the Celts of Gaul against them. The British Celis were

According to the Romans, the Celiic men wore shirts angiving them food, and allowing them to hide in Britain. There was
breeches (knee-length trousers), und striped or checked cluakinother reason. The Celts used cattle 1o pull their ploughs and this
fastered by a pin. It is possibie that the Scottish tartan and dresneant that richer, heavier land could be farmed. Under the Celts
developed from this “striped ‘cloak”. The Celis were also” "ver3titain Had becomne an important food producer because of its mild
carefui about cleanliness and neatness®, as ome Roman wrolelimate, 1t now exported corn and animals, as well as hunting dogs
"Neither man nor woman.”" he went on, "however poor, was see:nd slaves, to the Furopean mainland. The Romans could make use
cither ragged or dirty.” f British food for their own army tighting the Gauls.

The Celtic wibes were ruled over by a warrior class, of which e The Romans brought the skiils of reading and writing to Britain.
priests, or Druids, seem to hmve been particularly Impm'lim.he written word was important for spreading ideas and also for
members. These Druids could not read or write, but they mcmoxmws'ab]ishl'ng power. As carly as AD 80, as one Ronwn at the time
all the religious teachings, the tribal laws. history, medicine an-°'ed, the governor Agricola "trained the sons of chiefs in the liberal
other knowledge necessary in Coltic society. The Druids fron™ ... the result was that the people who used to reject Latin began
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to use it in speech and writing. Further the wearing of our naticmy 1 The Roman legions found it more and more difficult to stop
dress came to be valued and the toga fthe Roman cloak] came in, s from crossing Hadrian's wall. The same was happening
fashion.” While the Celtic peasantry remuined illiteraie and o), the Eiropean mainland as Germanic groups, Saxons and Franks,
Celtic-speaking. a number of town dwellers spoke Latio and Greg, o7 1o raid the coast of Gaul. In AD 409 Rome pulled its last
with ease. and the richer fandowners in the country almost certain], - cs-out Of Britain and the Romano-British, the Romanised Celts.
used Latin. But Latin completely disappeared both in its spoken ung % feft to fight alone against the Scots. the Irish and Saxon raiders
written forms when the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain in the fifth m Germany. The following year Rome itself fell to raiders. When
century AD. Britain was probably more literate under the Romans g isin called to Rome for help against the raiders from Saxon
than it was to be again unti} the fifteenth century. ‘Germany in the mid-fifth century, no answer came,

Julins Caesar first came o Britain in 35 BC. but it was not untj)
almost a century later. in AD 43, that a Roman army aciuatly 22,1 Roman Life
occupied Britain, The Romans were determined to conquer the
whole island. They had littie difficulry, apart from Boadiceas reveli,  The most obvious characteristic of Roman Britain was its towns,
becanse ihey had a hetter traine Dbecause the Celiie tnhowhich were the basis of Roman administration and civilisation.
fought among themselves. The Romans considered the Celts as war Many grew out of Celtic settlements. military camps or market -
mad, "high spirited and quick for battle”, & description some wouldcentres. Broadly, there were three different kinds of town in Roman
still give the Scots. Trish and Welsh today. Britain, two of which were towns established by Roman charter.

The Romans established a Romano-British culure across theThese were the coloniae, towns peopled by Roman settlers, and the
_southern half or Britain, (rom the River Humber to the River Severnmunicipia, large cities in which the whole population was given
This part of Britain was inside the empire. Beyond were the uplandRoman citizenship. The third kind, the civitas, included the old
areas, under Roman conirol but not developed. These areas wereCeltic tribal capitals, through which the Romans administered Celtic
watched from the towns of York, Chester and Caerleon in thepopulation in the countryside. At first these towns had no walls.
western peninsula of Britain that later became known as WalesThen, probably from the end of the second century to the end of the
Each of these twns was held by a Roman legion of apowhird century AD, almost every town was given walls. At first many
7.00 wen. The total Roman army in Britain was ab 3.000 men. f these were 1o more than earthwarks, but by AD 300 all towns had

The Ronxins could not conquer "Caledonia”. as they calledhick stone walls.
Scotland. afthough they spent over a century trying to do so. Al last | The Romans left about twenty large towns of about 5.000 inha-
they built a strong wall along the northeen border. yiumed after the!tants, and almost one hundred smaller ones. Many of these towns
Emperor Hadrian who planned it. At the time, Hadrian's wall was ¥ere @ first army camps, and the Latin word for camp, castra, has
simply intended to keep out taiders from the north. Bur it also ©™2ined part of many town names to this day (with the ending
marked the border between the two tater countries, England and Stex, caster or cester): Gloucester, Leicester, Doncaster, Winchester,
Scotlund. Eventually. the border was established a few miles further -"°St€T, Lancaster and many others besides. These towns were built
north. Effarts to change it in later centuries did not succeed, mainly "™ stone as well as wood, and had planned streets, markets and
because on either side of the border an invading army found it "°PS- Some buiidings had central heating. They were connected by
supply line overstretched. A natural point of balance had been found. ©298 Which were so well built that they survived when later roads

Roman control of Britain came fo an end as the empire began 1 0° Up. These roads continued to be used long after the Romans
collapse. The first signs were the attacks by Celes of Caledonia n° » 308 became the main roads of modern Britain, Six of these
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Roman roads met in London, a capital city of about 2()‘0()‘0 peoply . iy in Kent and along the south coast‘, and were svon c()nsiflered
London was twice the size of Paris. and possibly the most impon; _‘ xdeu' from the ‘Angles am% Saxons. Th_e Angles settied in the
trading centre of northern Europe, because southeast Bri 2 ::&.‘d also in the north Ml§lands, Whl-IE the~ Saxons settled
produced so much corn for export the Jutes and the Angles in a bz?nd qt land from the Thames
Qutside the towns, the biggest change during the Romy Estuary westwards. The A}nglo—S{a)‘fon migrations gave—ih(i larger part
occupation was the growth of large farms. called "villas". The, of Britain its new name, England, "the land of the Angles”.
belonged to the richer Britons who were, like the townspeople, mor. 1he British Ceits fought the rax@ers and settlers from Germany
Roman than Celt in their manners. Each villa had many worker, as well as they could. However, during the next hundred years theyv
The villas were usually close to towns 50 that the crops could be soj ere slowly pushed westwards unfll b_\,‘570 they were force_d west pt
casily. There was a growing difference between the rich and thoy Gloucester. Finally most were _flrl'\'en u:lo ths mour:tams 1@ the,. far
who did the actual work on the land. These. and most people. sii! yest, which the S.zlxonsvcalyled W‘callus .or Wales.._, meaning “the
lived in the same kind of round huts and villages which the Celts ha |and of the foreigners”. Some Celts were driven into Cornwall,
been living in four hundred years earlier, when the Romans arrived, where they Ia!f:r acgepted the rule of Sa;(un lords. In the l:lOTth, other
In some ways life in Roman Britain seems very civilised, but : Celts were driven into the lowlands of the country which became
was also hard for all except the richest. The bodies buried in ;known as Scotland. Some Celts st;ye@ beh‘md‘ and many became
Roman graveyard at York show that life expectancy was low. Hd slgves of the Saxons. Hardly anything 1s left of Ccl!'w language or
the entire population died between the ages of twenty and forty cultyre in England, except tq:* the names 9( some rivers, Thames,
while 15 per cent died before reaching the age of twenty. Megsey, Severn and Avon, and two large cmgs, Loqdon and Leeds:
Tt js very difficult to be sure how many people were living 1 The strength of Anglo-Saxon culture is obvious even today.
Britain when the Romans left. Probably it was as many as anays‘l nfthﬂ week were named after Ggmam_c goqs: Tig (Tuesday).
million, partly because of the peace and the increased economic 1izWodin (Wednesday), Thor ( Thursday), Frei (Friday): New pléceA
which the Romans had brought (0 the country. The new wave ¢names queared on the map: Tl_‘le first of these shoyv tha; the earliest
invaders changed all that. Sagfm \{mages, like the Celtic ones, were fam:ly villages. jhe
ending -ing meant folk or family. thus "Reading" is the place of the
family,of Rada, "Hastings" of the family of Hasta. Ham means farm,
2.3 The Anglo-Saxon Conguest and the Danish Tnvasions © Means settlement. Birmingham, Nottingham or Southampton, for
=xample, are Saxon place-names. Because the Anglo-Saxon kings
The wealth of Britain by the fourth century, the result of its m‘lg)flen established settlements, Klngston 154 frcql‘wm place-name, }
climate and centuries of peace. was a temptation to the greedy. & s jﬁ”glf’.‘sax""—‘ established a number of ‘fl.“gé“?m_i“i(’mc'o}
first the Germanic tribes only raided Britain, but after AD 430 the\;“‘m:)"sexvlﬁ in county or "egwﬂlal r\mmes to-this dax_ Essex (East
began to settle. The newcomers were warlike and illiterate. We ““'pm ﬂbi _'u5§ex {South Sa?(ﬂﬂs)‘ V\essf:x (West Sfﬂff)m)j Middlesex
our knowledge of this period mainly fo an English monk numoly the y':‘ikmgd.om of Middle Saxons), East Anglln.l (Eas% Angles).
Bede, who lived three hundred years later. His story of events in hvh%e ;f';‘ die of t.he SEVCl'l'[h cenl?ry the three l‘uge%t kingdoms,
Ecclesiastical History of the English People has been prove= ;Was:nhumt‘)lr{a’ Mcrcmland \:’essex, wferl;: thekmOSI P;(J\Nevfgl;%
generally correct by archaeological evidence. ] f Mergin ; 705l7ugz a'lc'e‘nzurdy“;\.ler'fhfu u?clo ;: esle*hl:]g;i hmé,’ 3
Bede tells us that the invaders came from three powerf e 3 -96), claimed “kingship of the English". He had goox
Germanic tribes, the Saxons, Angles and Jutes. The Jutes settie 0 so. He was powerful enough to employ thousands of
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men to build a huge dyke. or earth wall, the length of the Wely the light plough they used, drawn either by an animal or
border to keep out the troublesome Celts. But although he was y, suitef0 Je. This plough could turn comers easily. The Anglo-
most powerful king of his time. he did not control all of Englang, ~ two Fﬁ:mduc«’«d u far heavier plough which was better able to

The power of Mercia did not survive after Offa's death. At ty, Saxm"in jong straight lines across the field. It was particutarly
time, a king's power depended on the personal loyalty of y Pl""gl.f“ cultivating heavier soils. But it required six or eight oxen
fotlowers. After his death the next king had to work hard to rebyj, usefu it, and it was difficult to turn. This heavier plough led to
these personal feelings of loyalty. Most people still believed, as to in land ownership and organisation. In order to make the
Celts had done, that a man's first duty was to his own family c st use of village land, it was divided into two or three very large
However, things were changing. The Saxon kings began to replag fields. These were then divided again into long thin strips. Each

loyalty to family with loyalty to lord and king. i d a number of strips in each of these fields, amounting
yEY ¥ ? family ha

robably to a family "holding” of twenty or so acres. Ploughing

2.3.1 Goverament and Society Fhese Jong thin strips was easier because it avoided the probiem of

turning. Few individual families could afford to keep a team of oxen,
The Saxons created institutions which made the English s : and these had to be shared on a co-operative basis.
strong for the next 500 years. One of these institutions was th Qe of these fields would be used for planting spring crops, and
King's Council, called the Witan. The Witan probably grew out ¢ ynother for autumn crops. The third area would be loft to rest for a
informal groups of -senior warriors and churchmen to whom king year, and with the other areas after harvest. would be used as
like Offa had turned for advice or support on difficult matters. B common land for animals to feed on. This Anglo-Saxon pattern,
the tenth century the Witan was a formal body, issuing taws an which-became more and more common, was the basis of English
charters. It was not at all democratic, and the king could decide t agricudtare for a thousand years, until the eighteenth century.
ignore the Witan's advice. But he knew that it might be dangeroust It mgeds only a moment's thought to recognise that the fair
do so. For the Witan's authority was based on its right to choosdivision.ef land and of teams of oxen, and the sensible management
kings, and to agree the use of the king's laws. Without its support th-of village land shared out between families, meant that villagers had
king's own authority was in danger. The Witan established a systento wosk'more closely together than they had ever done before.
which remained an important part of the king's method ¢  The Saxons settled previously unfarmed areas. They cut down
government. Even today, the king or queen has a Privy Council, imany forested areas in valleys to farm the richer lowland soil, and
group of advisers on the affairs of state. they began to drain the wet land. As a result, almost all the villages
The Saxons divided the land into new administrative arexsWhich appear on eighteenth-century maps already cxisted by the
based on shires, or countics. These shires, established by the end oeleventh century.
the tenth century. remained almost exactly the same for a thousand I €ach district was a "manor” or large house. This was.a simple
years. "Shire" is the Saxon word, "county” the Norman one, but bot:?Vilding where local villagers came to pay taxes, where justice was
are still used. (In 1974 the counties were reorganised, but the nev™dMinistered, and where men met together to join the Anglo-Saxon
system is very like the old one.) Over each shire was appointed ™Y, the fyrd. The lord of the manor had to organise all this, and
shire reeve, the king's local administrator. In time his name becari¥aKe sure village tand was properly shared. It was the beginning of
shortened to “sheriff". “he manoria) system which reached its fullest development under the
Angio-Saxon (echnology changed the shape of Englhivomaﬂ&
agriculture. The Celts had kept small, square fields which were well At first the lords, or aldermen, were simply local officials. But
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by the beginning of the eleventh century they were warlords, ay f across England. The two Christian Churches, Celtic
were often called by a new Danish name. earl. Both words, aldery, Church'P could hardly have been more ditferent in character. One

and earl, remain with us today: aldermen are elected officers in 1%’"‘ interested in the hearts of ordinary people. the other was
government, and carls are high ranking nobles. It was the begingj,+as ™ od in authority and organisation. The competition between
of a class system, made up of king. lords, soldiers and workers e and Roman Churches reached a crisis because they

the land. One other important class developed during the Saxc ’fe over the date of Easter. In 663 at the Synod (meeting) of
period, the men of leaming. These came from the Christian Church 1'5"_‘9'”‘] the king of Northumbria decided to support the Roman
_,Nmm{ The Celtic Church retreated as Rome extended its authority
2.3.2 Christianity: the Partnership of Church and State "hu':" Christians, even in Celtic parts of the island.
werEn and had become Christian very quickly, By 660 only Sussex
We cannot know how or when Christianity first reached Brilarmd the Isle of Wight had not accepted the new faith. Twenty years
but it was certainly well before Christianity was aceepted by ”‘alel', English teachers returned to the lands from which the Aglo-
Roman Ermperor Constanting in the early fourth century AD. In ths axons ftad come, bringing Christianity to much of Germany.
fast hundred years of Roman government Christianity became firm’ saxon kings helped the Charch to grow, but the Church also
established across Britain, both in Roman-controlled areas anpcreased the power of kings. Bishops gave kings their support,
beyond. However. the Anglo-Saxons belonged to an older Germariypich made it harder for royal power to be questioned. Kings had
religion, and they drove the Celts into the west and north. In thGod's'approval”. The value of Church approval was all the greater
Celtic areas Christianity continued to spread, bringing paganism hecause of the uncertainty of the roval succession. An eldest son did
an end. The map of Wales shows a number of place-nameot atematically become king, as kings were chosen from among
beginning or ending with lian, meaning the site of a smull Celthe members of the royal family, and ary member who had enough
monaslery around which a village or town grew. oldiers might try for the throne. In addition, at 4 tine when one king
In 597 Pope Gregory the Great sent a monk, Augustine, to raight try to conquer a neighbouring kingdom, he would probabiy
establish Christianity in England. He went to Canterbury, the capitiave a'son to whom he would wish o pass this enlarged kingdom
of the king of Kent. He did so because the king’s wife came frovhen be died. And so when King Offa arranged for his son to be
Europe and was already Christian, Augusting became the fircowned as his successor, he made sure that this was done at a
Archbishop of Canterbury in 601, He was very successful. Severheistian ceremony led by a bishop. It was good political
ruling families in England accepted Christianity. But Augustinc anropaganda, because it suggested that kings were chosen not only by
his group of monks made little progress with the ordinary pecpl=ople but also by God.
This was partly because Augustine was interested in establishin.  There were other ways in which the Church increased the power
Christian authority, and that meant bringing rulers to the new faith. ~ the English state. It established monasteries, or minsters, for
It was the Celtic Church which brought Christianity to th$ample Westminster, which were places of leaming and education.
ordinary people of Britain. The Celtic bishops went out from thei1€Se Monasteries trained the men who could read and write, so that
monasteries of Wales, Treland and Scotland, walking from village £¢Y had the necessary skills for the growth of royal and Church
village teaching Christianity. In spite of the differences hetweetthority, The king who made most use of the Church was Alfred..
Anglo-Saxons and Celts, these bishops seem to have been readih® 8%at king who ruled Wessex from 871-899. He used the literate
accepted in Anglo-Saxon areas. The bishops from the Roma®? of the Chyrch to help establish a system of law, to educate the
Church lived at the coutts of the kings, which they made centres o’ople and to write down important matters. He started the Anglo-
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Saxon Chronicle, the most important source, together with Begy . .
Ecclesiastical History of the English People, for understanding ;(rii‘”‘i“ the Vikings in\{aded Britain once it was c‘lear that ;lh_g
period. IR e Anglo-Saxon kingdoms could not keep ,t,htfm out. This
During the next hundred years. laws were made on a 1qrg<4_u“"ﬂ’mlm to conguer and t? settie. The \1kmgls quxcl;ly
number of matters. By the eleventh century royal authority PT\.'bah““m 4 Christianity apd did not disturb the local popu avt?m}. hy
went wider and deeper in England than in any other Eumpei’c MIY King Alfred in the west of Wessex held nul- aganr?stlt ?
country. 8'{5, who had already taken most of England. After some serious
This process gave power into the hands of those who couly rea;:: oals Alfred won a decisive battle in 878, andke1ghl yle;ars lg:}e]r!::
and write, and in this way class divisions were increased. The DPOWe,nrured London. He was strong enough to make a treaty wi
of landlords, who had been given land by the king, was increusey iying o . —
because their names were written down, Peasants, who could neith, viking rule was recognised in the east and no‘rth of England. It
read nor write, could lose their traditional tights to their laniyas called the Danelaw, the land where the _law of th'e Daneg rulcgl.
because their rights were not registered. In the rest of the country Alfred was rlecogmsed as king. During his
The Anglo-Saxon kings also prefeired the Roman Church 1o thstruggle against the Danes, he had built walled settlements to kee;?
Celtic Church for economic reasons, Villages and towns greghem ont. These were called burghs. They became. prosperous
around the monasteries and increased local trade. Many bishops anmarket tewns, and the word, now usually spelt borough, is one of th
monks in England were from the Frankish fands (France arzommonest endings to plé}cg names, as well as the name of the unit
Germany) and elsewhere. They were invited by English rulers whot municipal or town administration today.
wished to benefit from closer Church and economic contact wit £
Europe. Most of these bishops and monks seem to have come {ron  234:Who Should Be King?
churches or monasteries along Europe’s vital trade routes. In thi i ) )
way close contact with many parts of Europe was encouraged. [ By 950 Engl{m_d se_erne,q rich and peaceful again after Eh}e}
addition they atl used Latin, the written language of Rome, and th\,rquAbbsAdf the Vﬂgrfg invasion. But soon afterwargls the Danis|
encouraged English trade with the continent. Increased literacy itseikings” started rau?n'lg westwards. The Saxon king, Elhelre(%,
helped trade. Anglo-Saxon England became well known in Europdecided o pay the Vikings to stay away. :ﬁ‘ find the qoney hC’ seta
for its exports of woollen goods, cheese. hunting dogs, pottery ani@* on all his people, called Danegeld, or "Danish money". It was the
metal goods. It imported wine, fish, pepper, jewellery and wheel?¢81NNI0g of a regular tax system of the people which would provide

made pottery. he money for armies. The effects of this tax were most heavily felt
'y the erdinary villagers, because they had to provide enough money
2.3.3 The Vikings or their village landlord to pay Danegeld.

Ethelred died Cnut (or Canute), the leader of the Danish
Towards the end of the cighth century new raiders were tempee! ikings, controljed much of England. He became king for [!15 mmplg
by Britain's weulth. These were the Vikings, a word whick prob: ,Cason that the royal council, the Witan, and everyone clse, feare

yabh {
mearis either “pirates” or “the people of the sea inlets”. and the IFO&“'»R}"‘* F’yaDanish kir_\g was ff“’ better 1113“!“9")’]32(;)“;;‘
came from Norway and Denmark. Like the Anglo-Saxons they o i-x ut died in 1035, and his son died sh?nly after, in ! . The
raided at first. They burnt churches and menasteries aleng the e 1 chose Edward, one of Saxon Ethelred's sons, FO be king. )
north and west coasts of Britain and [reland. London was itsel Edwafd, known as "the Confessor”, was more interested in the
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with its manor house and church, dates from this time. Eduhﬂoﬂﬂﬁ" mounted on horses. If he had waited, Harold might have
started a new church fit for a King at Westminster, just outside 1,1114 "’he was defeated and killed in battle near Hastings.
city of London. In fact Westminster Abbey was a Norman, ngWom slliam marched to London, which quickly gave in when he
Saxon building, because he had spent almost all his lifo . Wi purn villages outside the city, He was crowned king of
Normandy, and his mother was a daughter of the duke of NOrmzmdfeg“” o in Edwards new church of Westminster Abbey on
As their name suggests, the Normans were people from the nor "8 Day, 1066. A new period had begun.
They were the children and grandchildren of Vikings who h;hm has always played the most powerful part in the history
captured, and settled in, northern France. They had soon becor ¢ the British Isles. However, the other three countries, Wales,
French in their lunguage and Christian in their religion. Bur th Jand-and Scotland, have a different history. Until recently few
were still well known for their fighting skills. ”reswm Tooked at British history except from an English point of
Edward only lived until 1066, when he died without an “b\'ioview. But the stories of Wales, Ireland and Scotland are also
heir. The question of who should follow him as king was one of . rtant, because their people still feel different from the Anglo-
most important in English history. Edward had brought M xon Baiglish. The experience of the Welsh, Irish and Scots helps to
Normans to his English court from France. These Normans were Uxplainthe feeling they have today.

liked by the more powerful Saxon nobles, particularly by the m¢
powerful family of Wessex, the Godwinsons. It was a Godwinse 235 Wales
Harold, whom the Witan chose to be the next king of Englan
Harold had aready shown his bravery and ability. He had no rox By the eighth century most of the Celts had been driven into the
blood, but he seemed a good choice for the throne of England,  velsh peninsula. They were kept out of England by Offa's Dyke, the
"Harold's right to the English throne was challenged by Duluge earth walt built in AD 779. These Celts, called Welsh by the
William of Normandy. William had two claims to the Engiinglo-Saxons, called themselves cymry, “fellow countrymen",
throne. Hi% first claim was that King Edward had promised it to hir  Becmizse Wales is a mountainous country, the cymry could only
The second claim was that Harold, who had visited William in 10¢ve in the crowded valleys. The rest of the land was rocky and too
or 1065, had promised William that he, Harold, would not try to 1z\oor for anything except keeping animals. For this reason the
the throne for himself. Harold did not deny this second claim. bopulation remained small. It onty grew to over half a million in the
said that he had been forced to make the promise, and that because ‘ghteenth century. Life was hard and so was the behaviour of the
was made unwillingly he was not tied by it. 3‘}}71& Slavery was common, as it had been all through Celtic
Harold was faced by two dangers, one in the south and one fitain,
the north. The Danish Vikings had not given up their claim to ¢ Soclety was based on family groupings, each of which owned
English throne. In 1066 Harold had to march north into Yorkshire N€ Or more village or farm settlement. One by one in each group a
defeat the Danes. No sooner had he defeated them than he learnt 117018 leader made hinself king. These men must have been tribal
William had landed in England with an army. His men were tirs1#fs to begin with, who later managed to become overlords over
but they had no time to rest. They marched south as fast as possible*2hbouring family groups. Each of these kings tried to conquer the
Harold decided not to wait for the whole Saxon army, the fv7"®™S, and the idey of 2 high, or senior, king developed.
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The early kings travelled around their kingdoms to reming E spoken word, Christian monasteries grew up,
people of their control. They travelled with their hungry ioﬂuwe’ M‘:&;;ih:ioast, 8 p
and soldiers. The ordinary people ran away into the hills and wog fle‘i“a_“’y sod is often called Ireland’s “golden age”. Invaders were
when the king's men approached their village. ¥ nd culture flowered. But it is also true that the five

Life was dangerous, freacherous and bloody. In 1043 the King , unknoWt fvnere often at war, each trying to gain advantage over the
Glamorgan died of old age. It was an unusual event, becay, kingdomS with great cruelty.
between 949 and 1066 no less than thirty-five Welsh rulers g, othef, © agolden age” suddenly ended with the arrival of Viking
violently, usually Killed by a cymry, a fellow countryman. . who stole all that the monasteries had. Very little was left

In 1039 Gruffydd ap (son of) Liewelyn was the first Welsh hlzmd‘rs‘m stone memorials that the Vikings could not carry away.
king strong enough to rule over all Wales. He was also the last, “’exwf’}(.e vikings, who traded with Constantinople (now Istanbul).
in order to remain in control he spent almost the whole of his reiy ., and with central Russia, brought fresh economic and political
fighting his enemies. Like many other Welsh rulers, Gruffydd »\(‘Iu:.);’n into Irish life. Viking raids forced the Irish to unite. In
kilied by a cymry while defending Wales against the Saxons. Wﬂ;‘;; Jreland chose its first high king, but it was not an effective
kings after him were able to rule only after they had Promus; | tion because of the quarrels that took place each time a new high
loyalty to Edward the Confessor, king of England. The story of ing was chosen. Viking trade led to the first towns and ports. For

independent and united Wales was over almost as soon as it byp “cope who had always lived in small settlements, these were
)

begun. L revolutionary. Dublin, Ireland s future capital, was founded by the
- Vikings.
2.3.6 Ireland As an effective method of rule the high kingship of Ireland

_asted oaly twelve years, from 1002 to 1014, while Ireland was ruled

Ireland was never invaded by either the Romans ot the Anglyy prign Boru. He is still looked back on as Ireland's greatest rule.
Saxons. kt was a land of monasteries and had a flourishing Clije trieq to create one single Ireland, and encouraged the growth of
colture. As in Wales, people were known by the family grouptyroanisation - in the Church, in administration, and in learning,
they belonged to. Outside their tribe they had no protection and1  Brigg Bory died in battle agaiust the Vikings. One of the five
name of their own. They had only the name of their tribe. The Kingjgp kings, the king of Leinster, fought on the Viking‘o side. Just
in this tribal society were chosen by clection. The idea was that Sver q century later another king of Leinster invited the Normans of
strongest man should fead. In fact the system led to contint®ingland to help him against high king. This gave the Normans the
challenges. xcuse they wanted to enlarge their kingdom.

Five kingdoms grew up in Ireland: Ulster in the north, Muns:
in the southwest, Leinster in the southeast, Connaught in the wet 237 Scotland
with Tara as the seat of the high kings of Ireland.

Christianity came to Ireland in about AD 430, The begmning:  As a result of jts geography, Scotland has two different societies,
Ireland’s history dates from that time, because for the first time the? the centre of Scotland mountains stretch to the far north and
were people who could write down events. The message 2105510 the west, beyond which lie many islands. To the east and to
Christianity was spread in Ireland by a British slave, Patrick, #ii€ South the fowland hills are gentler, and much of the countryside
became the “patron saint” of Ireland. Christianity brought w }lke England, rich, welcoming and east to farm. North of the
which weakened the position of the Druids, who depended “Highlang Line", as the division berween highland and lowland is
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called, people stayed tried to their own (amily groups. Souty surough his work both Highland Scots and Picts were
east of this line society was more easily influenced by the Chan&Mﬁ Christianity. He even, so fi( is said, defe;neg a r;mnstef n:
taking place in England. b mention of this famous creature. By the time of
Sgcgtland was iopulated by four separate groups of people T}Loch o?:‘z—:;tby in 663, the Picts. Scots, and Britons had all
main group, the Picts, lived mostly in the north and northeast Thihe SY"’d ght closer together by Christianity.
spoke Celtic as well as another. probably older, language complegbeent Wmlgles were very different from the Celis. ‘They had arrived
unconnected with any known language today. and they seem to hay, oo s in family groups, but they soon began to accept authority
been the earliest inhabitants of the land. The Picts were differ!™ le outside their own family. This was partly due to their

from the Celts because they inherited their rights. their namey 4™ ; ough they kept some animals, they spent more time
ar, o of life. Althoug y kep
property from their mothers, not from their fathers. WAy This meant that land was held by individual people,
growing crops. <

The non- Pictish inhabitants were mainly Scots. The Scots We> -, man working in his own field. Land was distributed for farming
; : . eacl . ¢
Celtic settlers who had started to move into the western H}ghl‘m% the focal lord. This system encouraged the Angles of Scotland to
from Ireland in the fourth century. dgva]qp a non-tribal system of control, as the people of England
In 843 the Pictish and Scettish kingdoms were united a Scomgmnhﬂ- south were doing. This increased their feeling of difference
king, who could also probably claim the Pictish throne through tfrom the Celtic tribal Highlanders further north.
mother, in this way obeying both Scottish and Pictish rules {  Finally, as in Ireland and in Wales, foreign invaders increased
kingship. the speed of political change. Vikings attacked the coastal areas of
The third group were the Britons, who inhabited the LowlandScotland, and they settled on many of the islands, Shetland, the
and had been part of the Romano-British world. (The name of theDrkneys, the Hebrides, and the Isle of Man southwest of Scotiand. In
kingdom, Strathclyde, was used again in the county reorganisation order o resist them, Picts and Scots fought together against the
1974.) They had probably given up their old tribal way of life by tinemy raiders and selilers. When they could not push them out of
sixth century. Finally, there were Angles from Northumbria who fihe islands and coastal areas. they had to deal with them politically.
pushed northwards into the Scottish Lowlands. At firstthe Vikings, or "Norsemen", still served the king of Norway.
Unity between Picts, Scots and Britons was achieved for sever3ut commanications with Norway were difficult. Slowly the earis of
reasons. They all shared a common Celtic culture, language anJtkney and other areas found it easier to accept the king of Scots as
buckground. Their economy mainly depended on keeping animalheir overlord, rather than the more distant king of Norway.
These animals were owned by the tribe as a whole, and for thi However, as the Welsh had also discovered, the English were a
reason land was also held by tribes, not by individual people. Threater danger than the Vikings. In 934 the Scots were seriously
common economic system increased their feeling of belonging to thiefeated by a Wessex army pushing northwards, The Scots decided
same king of society and the feeling of difference from th Seek the friendship of the English. because of the likely losses
agricultural Lowlands, The sense of common culture may have bee™o™M War. England was obviously stronger than Scotland but, luckily
increased by macriage alliances between tribes. This idea of commcOT the Scots, both the north of England and Scotland were difficult
landholding remained strong until the tribes of Scotland, calle® Control from London. The Scots hoped that if they were
“clans", collapsed in the eighteenth century. £asonably Peaceful the Sassenachs, as they called the Saxon (and
The spread of Celtic Christianity also helped to unite the peop)i! ¢all the English), would leave them alone.
The first Christian mission to Scotland in about AD 400. Later. it S¢otland remained a difficult counlry to rule even from iis
363, Columba, known as the "Dove of the Charch”, came fror*P12l, Edinburgh, Anyone looking al a map of Scotland can
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: Jand was captured, William gave parts of it as a reward
great problem. Travel was often impossible in winter, and slow an(ﬂc“’_ @ﬂns This meant that they held separate small pieces of
ditticult in summer, It was easy for a clan chief or noble to throw ;@ i different parts of the country so that no noble could casily or
the rule of the king, 3“‘3‘1“' ather his fighting men to rebel. William only gave some of
leck;m farger estales along the troublesome borders with Wales
L h'zn d. At the same time he kept enough land for himself to

2.4 The Norman Conquest. The Growth of Feudalism ?:ake sure he was much stronger than his nobles. Of all the farmland
he gave half to the Norman nobles, a quarter to the

d kept a fifth himself. He kept the Saxon system of

immediately see that control of the Highlands and islands wuyg

William the Congueror's coronation did not go as planned. Wht‘{%(hurch- an
the people shouted “God Save the King" the nervous Norman guar,periffs, and used these as u balance to local nobles. As a result
at Westminster Abbey thought they were going to attack Willium. [gngland was different from the rest of Europe because it had one
their fear they set fire to nearby houses and the coronation ceremonyowerful family, instead of a large number of powerful nobles.
ended in disorder. William,.and the kings after him, thought of England as their

Although William was now crowned king, his conquest had onkyersonal property.
just begun, and the fighting lasted for another five years. There w; ~ William organised his English kingdom according to the feudal
an Anglo-Saxon rebellion against the Normans every year nmwystem which had already begun to develop in England before his
1070. The small Norman army marched from village to villagarrival, The word "feudalism™ comes from the French word feu,
destroying places it could not control, and buitding forts to guawhich the Normans used (o refer to land held in return for duty or
others. It was a true army of occupation for at least twenty yearervice to a lord. The basis of feudal society was the holding of land,
The north was particularly hard to control, and the Norman army hand its main purpose’ wis econormic. ‘The ceutrai idea was that all
no mercy. When the Saxons fought back, the Normans burmand was owned by the king but it was held by others, called
destroyed and killed. Between Durham and York not a single hous¥assals?, in return for services wnd goods. The king gave farge
was left standing, and it took a century for the north (o recover. states to his main nobles in return for a promise to serve him in war

Few Saxon lords kept their lands and those who did were (T UP to forty days. The nobles also had to give part of the produce
very small number who had accept William immediately. All thif the land. The greater nobles gave part of their lands to lesser
others lost everything. By 1086, twenty years after the arrival of obles, knights, and other “freemen”. Some freemen paid for the
Normans, only two of the greater landlords and only two bishopi?d by doing military service, while others paid rent. The noble kept
were Saxon. William gave the Saxon lands to his Norman nobles®!T" 10 work on his own land. These were not free to leave the
After each English rebellion there was more land to give away. Hi*4% and were often little better than slaves.
army included Norman and other French land seekers. Over 4.00: Thm Were two basic principles to feudalism: every man had a
Saxon landlords were replaced by, 200 Norman ones. ¢ and every lord had land. The king was connected through this
hain” of people to the lowest man in the country. At each level a

24.1 Feudalism {fln had to Ppromise loyalty and service to his lord. This promise was

‘ual!y Mmade with the lord sitting on his chair and his vassal

William was careful in the way he gave land to his nobles. Th -8 before him, his hands placed between those of his lord.
king of France was less powerful than many of the great landlmdf,:s Was called “homage", and has remained part of the coronation
or whom William was the outstanding example. In England, as eac’ Moay of British kings and gueens until now. On the other hand,
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euach lord had responsibilities to his vassals, He had to Bive the
Iand and protection.

‘When a noble died his son usually took over his estate, Bu; £
he had to receive permission from the king and make a Spegy HoW €
payment. If he was still a child the king would often take the Prog, traces
of the state until the boy was old enough 10 look after the esy;
himself. In this way the king could benefit from the death of « nop, the B on conquest? What forms of governance and institutions
If all the noble's family died the land went back to the king, W.A“g by the Anglo-Saxons? How did the conversion of the
would be expected to give it to another deserving noble, But the h;wereo,s,;ons to Christianity facilitate the political unity and
often kept the land for some years, using its wealth, before giving A?lglmmcu]mral development of Britain?
to another noble. ‘; What territory of Britain did the Danes manage to conqueur?

It the king did not give the nobles land they would not ﬂghnHow did the Danish settlers influence the development of the
him, Between 1066 and the mid-fourteenth century there were 9 country i the 101 1™ centuries? .
thirty years of complete peace. So teudal duties were extren 6 Whiat were the reasons and the pretext of the Norman
important. The king had to make sure he had enough satisfied 00bii vasion® What were the reasons for the defeat of the AnglonSaxups
who would be willing to fight for him. at ? What made it possible for William to sirengthen his

William gave our land ali over England to his nobles. By {liroyal pawer so greatly? What was the Domesday Book? What us:eful
he wanted to know exactly who owned which piece of land, and hejnformation does it give us about England in the second haif of the
much it was worth. He needed this information so that he could Pli1 1% centary? How did the registration consolidate the position of the
his economy, find out how much was praduced and how much INormaszonquerors in England?
could ask in tax. He therefore sent a team of people all throy; Sl
England to make a complete econormic survey. His men asked ¢
kinds of questions at each settlement: How much land was ther
Who owned it? How much was it worth? How many familie
ploughs and sheep were there? And so on. This survey was the on
one of its kind in Europe. Not surprisingly, it was most unpopu
with the people, because they felt they could not escape from i
findings. It so reminded them of the paintings of the Day ¢
Judgement, or "doom". on the walls of their churches that they calle
it the "Domesday” Book. The name stuck. The Domesday Book st
exists, and gives us an extraordinary amount of information ahe
England at this time.

were the major achievements of Celtic civilization?

of Britain was latinized during the Roman occupation?
Roman way of life influence the life of the Celts? What
s there of Roman rule in Britain?
is the Germanic Conquest one of the governing events in
o3 history? What was the fate of the Celts as a result of the

in!

Questions

1 What do we know about the Iberians and the Beaker peopk
What traces have their culture left on the face of the land?

I’y
b
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languages are spoken by the minority ethnic

3 Population of Britain Today: the Social 2
s living in Britain.

Framework

3.1 Ethnic Composition and Language Variation s
3.2 Demographic Trends: Age and Sex Structure, Distrlbulmm 32
Poputation, the Family, the Status of Women ¢
3.3 Ethnic Minorities s h
3.4 Living Standards Britain bas & population of abou% 59 million pgople. rh; 17‘
largest it the world. The great majority, 49,3 million, live in
;Eland; Scotland has just over§ rpillion people, Wales 2,9 million
3.1 Ethnic Composition and Language Variation and Notbem Ireland about 1.7 million. )
The population density is well above the ‘Eumpean Union
English is the main language spoken in Britain. although wavesage. Bngland is the most densely populated. with 373 people per
many regional variations:in terms of accept and phraseology. [1sq kn, asd Scotland the least, with 67 people; per & km The great
also one of the most widely used in the world; recent estimamajority-of people are concentrated in towns and cilies, although
suggest that over 337 million people speak it as their first languaghere has:boen a trend, especially in the capital London, for people to
with a similar number speaking it as a second language. Modemove S¥8Y from congested urbaq centres into th? s‘uburb& .
English derives primarily from one of the dislects of Anglo-Say, In H#there were 726,000 live births in Britain, compared with
but has been very greatly influenced by other languages over time, 330004 5, The bmh Tafe is relatively low at 12.3 live bmh? per
About one-fifth of the population of Wales speak the Wil-000 pagilation. This in part due to 4 trend towards later marriage
language, which is of Celtic origin. They are concentrated in ¢4 “’“W"'W“'"g births. . . .
rural north and west, where Welsh remains the first language of me, 3 T"’i""—"'g"' age of women hawgg chiidren has cisen to oyer
of the population. Both the Government and voluntary groups hat yﬂﬁl:?gland anq Wales. There is also a greater prefc?reqc_e for
taken steps to revive the use of Welsh. Bilingual education Ieclmehugles than in ll;e. pait, which has led to a significant
schools is encouraged and there has been an extended use of Welty - _mw‘fg‘““m“ of fami ‘fes with four or more C'}‘fldfe"- In
for official purposes and in broadcasting. In the context of dealis asiernt:ﬁf w1~]_eb.pread and effective contraception has mode it
with public authorities and the administration of justice in Wale Life amilies, e
Welsh and English are treated on an equal basis. Jomen ;pcmn?y for men u Britain is about 74 years and for
Gaelic, also a language of Celtic origin, is still spoken by sor, 0 z:ﬂrs {compared with 49 years for men and 52 years for
70,000 people in Scotland; the greatest concentration of Gacl ¥ the start of the century). The general death rate is 10,4 per

. ) > 3 S o d . = . .
speakers is in the islands of the Hebrides. People in the centigg J pal:t(;E:::?l;néx;ru?:;ecﬁ?idiienr:ﬂgztci]xigeblel:t:ﬁ::iili?iln:!

towlands of Scotland have for centuries spoken Scots, a di"‘““:ing tivin ] 3 i
derived from the Northumbrian branch of Old English. This has heqg 8 standards, medical advances and improved health

asures, wi - oo o
own recognised literary tradition and has seen a revival in poetry in Wider education and the sma]]e.r size of families.
20" century. Many words and phrases from the Scots tongue dnd caused by circulatory diseases (including heart attacks
heart

phic Trends: Age and Sex Structure,
of Population, the Family, the Status of Women

retained in the everyday English which is spoken throughout Scotlunom ) dril:w “c_c"”l‘; f?r Eearl;l }")‘&lfl(’f all d;aths};.a;d monali;)j/
case in England an ales remains high compar
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with that of other development countries. er previously had the time for, or to tuke on new

The next Jargest cause of death is cancer, which is TESPONSijehis challenges. For instance, aduit educational and
for one-quarter of deaths. There is a national health strategy nterestl ses run by Jocal authorities throughout Britain are
addressing the major causes of premature death and prcvean by older people, and some sports. such as bowls,
illness among people in Britain. well dﬂ‘ . articipants.

Britain has one of the highest marriage and divorce rates in jauract “%L);fpmp]?f perhaps living alone, in poor health or
European Union. There are 309.000 marriages cach year in Brig Yeis some way — have important needs. In addition to the
of which about 40 per cent are remarriages of one or both parties, [jisabled - of willing help from relatives, neighbours and friends,

the population ages 16 or over in England and Wales 55 per ceny , /88 cal support for Britain's elderly people is provided by the

married, 28 per cent are single, 9 per cent are widowed and § p)mf:“ services authorities, voluntary organisations and, to a lesser

cent are divorced. The average age for first marriages in Englaf"c’al the private sector.

and Wales is now 29 for men and 27 for women. exw;;vm for elderly people are designed to help them live at
In England and Wales there are about 14 divorces for €¥e, o me whenever possible. In fact, only about 5 per cent of people

1,000 married couples. \oed ovee 65 in Britain live in institutional accommodation. These

The average age of spouses at the time of divorce is now ahwfm‘mw include advice and help from visiting social workers,
38 for men and just over 35 for women. Divorce rates are lowerigicanon with domestic chores and the provision of meals in the
Scotland and Northern Ireland. \ome. Day;centres and lunch clubs are very popular among older

In common with many other Western European countries, theeqple agthey provide, in addition to a hot meal and facilities such
has been an increase in cohabitation (unmarried couples livir a jaumdry, an important focal point for social contact. They may
together) in Britain. About 14 per cent of non-married men aso offesdeisure and educational activities, many of which are run
women aged 16 and over in Great Britain are cohabiting. There y oldesgipaple themselves.
some evidence of a growing number of stable non-maric Locslymathorities and voluntary organisations operate special
relationships. Over half of all births outside marriage (which accowranspestsservices to enable less mobile elderly people to get to day
for over one third of live births in Britain) are registered by beentres ¢ to visit the shops, the doctor, family or friends. There are

parents giving a single address as their place of residence. oncessionary fares for resident pensioners on most bus services,
nd special discounts are available on coach and rail travel.
3.2.1 Elderly People Special-housing needs for the eiderly are met by local authorities,

ousing -associations, voluntary bodies and the private sector.

One of the most significant changes in the age structure heltered housing schemes may consist of groups of flats or small
Britain's population over the last 30 years has been the increasitouses wheee older people can live independently but still have the
proportion of people over retirement age (65 for men and 60 [PPOTt of & resident warden. For those people who are too infirm to
women) — some 11 million today, and their numbers continued PRURYE {0 live independently there are residential homes providing
grow. This has important implications for social services pmvmf’“ board, o nursing homes offering 24-hour personal care.
into the next century.

Most clderly people in Britain live healthy and independ¢ 3'2'2Y0llngpe0ple
lives. Nearly all want to be a part of the community, iiving in the
own homes. Many view their later years as an opportunity to do ! The home i the central focus of most young people’s lives in
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Britain, particularly for those who are still artending schngu i Z. Sex Structure
majority tely upon their home environment as a place of security y
upon their parents as the main providers of food, money and

necessary amenities for tife — as well as general advice. Yy, wl"'
people spend a large proportion of their leisure time in the home Jecads: 1980s, but numbers in this age group have increased
other members of their family or with friends. n Jast two decades. The proportion of elderly people,

After the home. school is the main social environment w}gﬁSh‘!" hm aged 85 and over, has continued to increase. The age
children not only receive their formal education but also deveySPE of the British population in mid-1990 was estimated as
their identities within peer groups. All school children in Britain ]‘smw
encouraged to take up activities which complement their acadg;"“ows: cent under 16 years of age;
and vecational education and help to identify their individual tale : 641 cent between 16 and 64 years;
such as sports, drama, music and creative pursuits. Many of th —lS:TPﬂ' cent aged 65 and over.
from part of school curricula. Some 18 per cent of the population were over the normal

The personal development and informal social education ctirement 4ges (65 for men and 60 for women) compared with
young people aged 11-25 is also promoted by the Youth Serviee g per cenkin 1961.

Britain. The Service is a partnership between statutory authoriy  -phepe ratio of about 105 females to every 100 males. There
and a large number of voluntary organisations. A recent sunge ahog¥:§ per cent more male than female births every year.
estimated that nearly 6 million young people in this age group yecanse4fthe higher mortality of men at all ages. however, there
either current or past participants in the Service. va - point, at about S0 years of age, beyond which the

Youth clubs and centres are the most common types of Youmberigfowomen exceeds the number of men. This imbalance
Service provision, encouraging their members to participate in spacreasetith age so that there are many more women among the
cultural and creative activities, and community service. Some asdery. .
provide information and counselling. Youth clubs may be branct Z
of national or international bodies or they may be entirely Jn 324 %Mstribation of Population
institutions, ]

There are many religious groups and churches with specic The density of population in Britain is well above the European
youth organisations, as well as uniformed organisations such as rommunit§.average of about 145 per sq km. Since the nineteenth
Guides and Scouts Associations and Boys' and Girls' Brigades. >RtWy thete has been a trend, especially in London, for people to

Finance is provided by many foundations and trusts for activiove awayfrom congested urban centres into the suburbs. There has
which develop the latent talents of Britain’s young people. ¢ beew” & geographical redistribution of the population from
Prince’s Trust and the Royal Jubilee Trust, for example, h?oﬂfmdlﬂ'ﬂle northern regions of England to the South East, East
individuals and organisations active in youth-oriented projects reia‘r'fg[‘aa the South West and the East Midlands in recent decades. An
to urban deprivation, unemployment. homelessness and ynu‘cm h the rate of retirement migration has aiso occurred, the
offending. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards Scheme challcrl;‘:: " Fecipient areas, where in some towns the retired constitute over
young people to achieve certain standards in community ser\'*‘asgq:r? of the population, being the south coast of England and
expeditions, social and practical skills and physical recreation. glia.

ulation has remained relatively stable over the last
jportion of young people aged under 16 fell steadily




3.2.5 Women a Opportunities

The economic and domestic lives of women have b véx Discriminations  Acts 1975 and 1986 make
transformed in the twentieth century. These changes are due Par 1:"’" : o in certain circumstances, between men and women
to the removat of much of sex discrimination in political and ]Jis""%loyrmm, education, training and the provision of
rights. At the heart of women's changed rolc has been the rise ,n?“'awﬂw facilities and services. Discriminatory job
number of women. especially married women, at work. With 10using ,dv;nisemenm are also uniawful. Complaints of
murriages and the availability of effective contraception there ecrmlﬂr;m in employment are deait with by industrial tribunals;
been u decline in family size. Women are involved in childbeg SCT™ aints are taken before county courts in England and
for a shorter time and this, together with technological ad\»;m'[ ?r or the Sheriff Court in Scottand. Under the Equal Pay Act
which have made housework less onerous and nme—conm.lmlrzg,}gzgsts amended in 1984, women in Great Britain are entitled to
made it easier for women with children to combine child-rear al, with men when doing work that is the same or broadly
with paid employment. The growth of part-time and flexible W0tkimilar, or work which is of equal value. Paraile] legislation on sex
patterns, and training schemes, allows more women to lscriminagion and equal pay is in operation in Northern Ireland.
advantage of employment opportunities. ‘The Bqual Opportunities Commission, set up in 1975 (1976 in

Women make up mare than two-fifths of the workforce Torther'Ireland under separate laws), has powers to enforce the Sex
proportion of married women working outside the home hiscrimipation and Equal Pay Acts. Its statutory duties are to work
increased to two-thirds of those between the ages of 16 and Frwards djgn‘nau‘ng sex discrimination and to promote equality of
quarter of the total fabour force compared with only 4 per cenipportunity. The Commission advises people of their rights under
1921. Murried women are most likely to be in full-time work ifthe Acts snd may give financial or other assistance to help
are aged 16 to 29 with no children. Over two-fifths of all womendividuals conduct a case before a court or tribupal, It is
employment work part-time. representing almost nine-tenths of npowefd to carry out investigations and issue notices requiring 2
part-time workers. By the mid-1990s the numbers of young peo;scriminafory practices to stop. The Commission also keeps /'
entering the labour market has declined substantially and it igislatiofi wnder review and submits proposals for amending itto .
resuiting shortfall in the labour force is met to a considerable exwe Governinent, . - j
by the recruitment of more married women. v /

There is still a signilicant difference between men's and wome ;
earnings, but equal pay legislation which came into force m 19 3-3 Ethnic Minorities
bas helped to narow the gap; in 1990 women's average hou 3 |
earnings were only 77 per cent of men's, despite a progressive rise FOr centuries people from overseas have settled in Britain, to
women's hourly sates over the last three years, Women's war®@P¢ Dolitical or religious persecution or in search of bediek
remain relatively Tow because they tend to work in the fower-pi®Omic opportunities. ;
sector of the economy and work fewer hours than men because :I'he Irish have long formed a large section of the popqﬁnli N
their domestic commitments. A major reform in the taxatior “iSN refugees who came to Britain towards the end of ﬂ:/>

women came into effect in 1990, when their earnings began to :_ztaemh century and in the 1930s were followed by other
taxed separately rather than being treated as part of their hushﬂﬂ"ribpem Tefugees after 1945. Substantial immigration from.

income for tax purposes. and the South Asia subcontinent dates principally from: 1
N 4
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the 1950s and 1960s. There are also groups from the United g, K
and Canada, as wefl as Australians, Chinese, Greek and Turkmi
Cypriots, Italians and Spaniards. More recently people from Lypeens means of combating disadvantage is through the
America, Indo-China and Sri Lanka have sought refuge in Britajy & nmental, educational and health programmes of
In 1989-91. according to the results of a sample survey, ;conol"w ¢ and local authorities. There are also special
average ethnic minority population of Great Britain numbered ;15;:811"’1.% through Home Office grants and the Urban
2.7 million (some 4.9 per cent of the total population). of wh;lUWM which channel extra resources into projects of specific
46 per cent were born in Britain, Just over hait of the ethnic ming, 1! ethnic minorities. These include, for example, the
population was of Indian, Pakistani or Bangladeshi origin; iess (€™ ”nf specialist teachers for children needing English
one-fifth was of Afro-Caribbean ethnic origin; and over one m‘-::gvll,:;miﬁﬂﬂr business support services and measures to revive
was of mixed ethnic origin. ies and improve the inner city environment. Cultural
The sample survey also indicated that the proportion of mep ocal i s'chemespand the health and personal social services
working age in Great Britain who were economically active y ammmgf;he particalar needs of ethnic minorities.
higher among the white population (89 per cent) than among ih The Government is encouraging the development of black
from other ethnic groups (R4 per cent of Afro-Caribbeans &y sinesses. i inner city areas through the Ethnic Minority Business
Indians and 75 per cent of those of Pakistani/Bangladeshi OTighitiative, & 8 also promoting equat opportunities for cthnic minorities
Among women the variation was greater: 76 per cent of those Ityrough traiming, including greater provision for unemployed people
the Afro-Caribbean ethnic group were economically active, corapaype need segming in English as a second language.

in the arts and in entertainment have increasingly

with 72 per cent in the white group, 60 per cent in the Indian gro, b
and only 25 per cent in the Pakistani/Bangladeshi group. 3.3.2 Ethnic Minorities and the Police
3.3.1 Alleviating Racial Disadvantage In recegnition of the tensions that can arise between the police and
hnic migarities, there is statutory consultation between the police
Although many members of the black and Asian communitid the cogsmemity. In addition, liaison work is undertaken in schools.

are concentrated in the inner cities, where there are problems Policgtraining in race relations has received particular attention.

deprivation and social stress, progress has been made over the L Specialigt unit, launched in 1989 and run by an independent

20 years in tackling racial disadvantage in Britain. ympany; provides police forces with practical help and support in
Many individuals have achieved distinction in their careers @RIty and race relations training.

in public life and the proportion of ethnic minority membt Cﬂmmigns are run by the police to encourage the recruitment of

occupying professional and managerial positions is increasin ﬁw‘f; from the ethnic minority communities. Racially discriminatory

law, for example, an estimated 6 per cent of practising barristers £ 2Viour by officers has been made an offence under the police

of ethaic minority origin. In April 1992 there were six et *CiPline code. All police force are aware of the need to respond to

minority Members of Parliament, and the number of ethnic minorP°rs of mcially motivated crime as priority

councillors in local government is growing. There has also been 33

expansion enterprise, and numerous seif-help projects in ethr 3 Race Relations Act 1976

minority communities have been established. Black competit Eq

have represented Britain in a range of sporting activities, and etht U2 opportunities policies are backed up by legislation against
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racial discrimination. The Race Relations Act 1976, why
strengthened previous legislation passed in the 1960s. p, development index that combines life expectancy,
discrimination unlawful on groups of colour, race, nationaly, on & ° kvelsaﬂd basic purchasing power.
ethnic or national origin in the provision of goods, fuciluwg'I o from employment remain the main source of household
services, in employment, in housing and in advertising. 1. for most people, although other sources such as private
1976 Act also gave complainants direct access to ¢ivil courts ang income and annuities have become more important. Disposable
the case of employment complaints, to industrial tribunals. Penslﬂﬂ’_mc amount of money people have available to spend after
It is a criminal offence to incite racial hatred under tmconﬂ

National Insurance and contributions te pension

1ax, . gl
provisions of the Public Order Act 1986. mz‘;::s have been deducted — is now at its highest-ever ievel. Since
f;e 1970s there has been little change in the distribution of
3.3.4 Commission for Racial Equality marketable wealth, half of which is owned by the richest 10 per cent

b le. A large proportion of personal wealth in Britain is in
The Commission for Racial Equality was established by 1 oqidential property. There has also been growth in share ownership
1976 Act. Tt has power to investigate unlawful discriminatejn recent: YEATS.
practices and to issue non-discrimination notices, requiring s Average weekly household spending in Britain is about £311.
practices to ccase. It has an important educational role and iFood and housing costs constitute I8 and 16 per cent of this.
issued codes of practice in employment, education, health care ¥Transportand leisure pursuits account for about 16 per cent each.
housing. It also provides the main advice to the general public ab Pt
the Race Relations Act and has discretion to assist individuals wi 341 Housing
their complaints about racial discrimination. In 1991 the Commissi £
registered 1,655 applications for assistance and successfully hands _Lauggly, depending on their means, people in Brituin live in a
137 cases. Tt can also undertake or fund research. diversg sange of accommodation ranging from country mansions to
The Commission supports the work of over 80 race equxﬁr‘_’“gl.e.‘ or hostels in the inner cities. The major
councils, which are autonomous voluntary bodies set up in me!ve it
areas with a significant ethnic minority population to promote equal”™ 3%

5
and (to a lesser extent? fluts. either as OWREr-0cCcupiers
i paying rent. About 19 per cent of houses are detached.
of opportunity and good relations at the local level. It helps pay 0> PeF n are semi-detached and 29 per cent are terraced. Purpose-
salaries of the race equality officers employed by the council. Uil flal br miisonettes make up 15 per cent of the housing stock
of whom also receive funds from their local government authorii"€ COBMTEd flats or rooms account for § per cent.

however,

WBeT-occupation more than doubled between 1961 and 1997,
Ené]:::glb}: Ofowner-occupi.ed. homes amounts to over 14 million in
i Pro. 08t people buy their honwes with a mortgage loan, with
DCienege]l:ym;S seourity. Mortgages are available {rom building
3.4 Living Standards hu;: and other lmstn ai institutions,
ousing se:;e some 3.6 miilion houscs and flats in the public
Marked improvements in the standard of living for people roy; b Or. Most of the public huusing in Great Britain iy
Britain have taken place during the 20 century. According 1© futhogy Qy loca_} housing authorities. Over one-third of local
United Nations. in 1997 Britain ranked fifteenth out of 175 country terraced l;lams live in purpose-built flars or maisonertes, one-third
ouses and about one-quarter in semi-detached houses.

and gives grants to ethnic minority self-help groups and to olt[_h
projects run by or for the benefit of their communities,
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Most have the right to buy the homes they occupy if they wish.
Housing associations, which are non-profit-making, are now y Brits
main providers of additional low-cost housing for rent and tor salgy ,Bl'“ 3 th for taking holidays.
those on low incomes and in the greatest housing need. The oy, most _jol' free seaside attractions, the most frequented were
association sector is expanding rapidly: associations now g bgged Beach in Lancashi ; i
> ; ure Beach in Lancashire (with an estimat
Blackpook Pleas! ed 7.8

sqnost popular destinations for summer holidays in
West Country, Scotland and Wales. August is the

.

rmanage ‘L“d mai‘f““” over O?QOOD "0‘“e§'?“d "‘b“ﬁ“ _(’5;”(’”:1“3\ lion vigitors), the Place Pier in Brighton and the Pleasure Beach
and special needs bed-spaces in Great Britain, providing honnes o Mt Yarmouth.
well over a million P“-UP!C- . a GT'; most popular destinations for overseas holidays by British
Almost 10 per cent of households are rented from private landiosg residents are France (23 per cent), Spain (26 per cent) and the United
. » States (6.7 per cent). In all, British residents take about 29 million
3.4.2 Leisure Trends holidays overseas, of which 57 per cent involve ‘package’
X ) . arrangeménts (covering both transport and accommodation). About
The most common leisure activities among people in Britain ¢80 per cestof all holidays abroad are taken in Europe.
home-based. ot social, such as visiting relatives or friends. -
Watching television is by far the most popular leisure pustin m’“‘d Drinking Habits
Nearly every household has a television set, and average viewi s
time is over 25 hours a week. The majority of houscholds also ha Altbgiegh some traditional meals in Britain, like roast beef and
a video recorder. Yorkshie-pudding or fish and chips, remain popular. there has been
Other regular pastimes include listening to the radio and a sig:%shifzin eating habits among the population over the last
recorder music. About 70 per cent of the population listen to locdecade #s. This is in part due to a greater emphasis on health and

and national radio on an average day. There has been a dramatic riconvesy siderations.
in the sale of compact discs in recent years. The number jon of several items, such as packet sugar, eggs

households with a home computer has increased to over one-quarte>otatoegsgd. fresh green vegetables, has declined substantially. An

Many people in their spare time enjoy reading (over 50 per cencreass '@ - the consumption of rice and pasta may be partly
belong 10 a library), gardening, do-it-yourself home improvcmen“’éwnﬂ!fmthe decline in that of potatocs. Consumption of meat -
undentaking voluntary work, going out for 2 meal or drink or t tVith i exeeption of that of poultry which is now at a record level
cinema. More daily newspapers. national and regional. are sold /1S ﬂ“ﬂlﬂl. Skimmed milk now constitutes more than half of the
every person in Britain than in most other developed countries. (0”’]_ hold consumption of liquid milk. There has been a
an average day 56 per cent of people over the age of 15 readlectine in the tota] consumption of cooking and spreading fats, with
national morning paper; 70 per cent read a Sunday newspaper. arge faﬂ-'_ in butter and lard usage being offser by rapid rises ;n the

The British are renowned as animal lovers, and about halt of ’:?(s ‘;‘m of vegetable and salad oils and reduced fat spréads. A
household have a pet, most commonly dogs and cats. g nnced glsﬁsh consumption away from fresh white fish towards
) rcreses h aﬂq shellfish has been evident. There has been a small
3.4.3 Holidays Bet, l: l:e take of fibre.

. 48 2 wide range of rests s, offering cuisine

In 1997.57 million holidays of four or more nights away ﬁ";:!;a"y Every Country. Chingege, Inszzuiztl:l:;nc::grgl‘gceti\u;:s':iuf'::?:

home were taken by British residents, 30 million of them wilf 0ng the most popular.
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There has been an increase in recent years in the AMoyy
alcohol that people drink, particularly among women, B
including lager, is the most popular drink among male dd"kers,y
largest consumers of alcohol are in the 18 to 24 age range, 7,
wine has become more popular, although there has been lirtle chy,
in the consumption of stronger wines such as sherry and port.

Questions

I What languages are spoken in Britain? Which of the lan
of Celtic origin is the strongest?

2 What is the demographic situations in Britain today? What;
the statistics for birth rates. life expectancy, age and sex structy
What are the latest trends in family life?

3 What is the population of Britain and its major cities? Wy
are Britain's largest ethnic minority groups? What is the evidence|
discrimination against ethnic minorities in employment. the am
services, housing, education, etc.?

LUy

4 In what ways are women still disadvantaged in Britain? He

h Political Institutions

i critutional Framework
aehee Monarchy and the Privy Council
pardiament, General Elections, the Party Political System,
aiary Procedure, Legislative Proceedings
4.4 The Government and the Civil Service

4.1 Constitutional Framework

mmm-y of British politics over the past $00 years has been
largelysoue, of b@hpg down the monarch's former power, andr
vesﬁﬂ&‘\,* authority in Parliament as the sovereign legal voice of
the pils This struggle has produced bitter conflicts on
E"w’ social and religious fevels, as well as slowly evolving
polisigplsdstitotions.  The  original structures  were inevitably

; aristocratic and non-democratic. These have been
to the requiremeats of parliamentary democracy,

does the position of women in Britain compare with that in Belarus changiggeeial conditions and the mass franchise of today.

5 How do you explain the popularity of the different types o

dwelling in Britain?
6 What are the typical leisure trends?

I

-Higheiex, the roles of the political institutions are still vigorously

g contemporary Britain. Governments are frequently
accusglinf being too secretive, too centralized, too party-political,
and inswfficiently responsive to the wider needs of the country. It is
also argued. that Parliament has lost its controlling and restraining
mﬂ'-\@.c:over_thc Cabinet-led executive, It is felt that political power
'ha§ Wh overwhelmingly to the sitting government. and fo the
::t:r Dister wil'h_in the Cabinet. This view suggests that the real

ority ln.the British governmental and political system now rests

wi ‘s . :
‘h:fh lbch;:m Minister, as it had once belonged predominantly to

411 Politica) HiStory

1066 and 1199 English monarchs had great power, but

£ener]l !
HUWevc};' . “'Pted advice and some limitations on their authority.
ater kings, such as King John, often ignored these
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restrictions and the French-Norman barons eventually united agy;
his dictatorial rule. They forced him to sign Magna Carta ip 12y
Although this document was initially intended to protect \'
aristocracy and not the ordinary citizen, it came in time t )
regarded as a cornerstone of British liberties. and is one of the Olde,
written constitutional papers. Among other things, it restricteq t
monarch’s powers; forced him o take advice; promoted
aristocratic influence in mnational affairs; and stipulated tha
citizen could be punished or kept in prison without a fair tria). Lag
monarchs tried to ignore Magna Carta. but could not Sticeg
initially against the military strength of the barons.

These developments encouraged the establishment of bag
parliamentary structures against royal power. In 1265 Simon ¢
Montfort called England’s first parliament, which was composed;
nobles and minor aristocrats. This was followed in 1295 by ¢
Model Parliament, which was to serve as an example for fute
structures. Its two sections consisted of the Lords and Bishops, wh
were chosen by the monarch, and the Commons, which compris
elected male representatives. These two units gradually moy
further apart over time, and eventually evoived into the presa
parliamentary division between the House of Lords and the House(
Commons. However, in the thirteenth century, the combim
Parliament of aristocrats and commoners was too large to rule #

country effectively. A Privy Council was subsequently creats againg

ent began 1o show mwore resistance to the monarchy
‘Stuart succession from 1603 by using s gradually
- of financial control. It was influenced by the
had now become more independent of royal patro'nage.
L aded economically in the country, and had a majority in the
i s Commons. Parliament began to refuse royal requests for

s eventually forced ACharIes L'to sign the Petition of Rights in
1628, sibsich further ‘resmcted !he monarch’s powers and was
intended-to prevent him from raising taxes without Parliament’s
consent.Chdrles tried to ignore these political developments, until
he W to summon Parliament for finance, Parliament again

. request.

re siiging that he could not control Parliament. Charles next
failed 8- atiempt to arrest Parliamentary leaders in the House of
Col self. Because of this episode, the monarch was in future
P pom entering the Commons. Today Black Rod, who isa

royal nial appointment, is a reminder of these constitutional
cha knocks on the door of the Commons after it has been
clos him, in order to summon members of the Commons to

Rening of Parliament. This is normally performed each
the monarch in the House of Lords.

s rejection of developing political ideals provoked anger
“Crown, and eventually a Civil War broke out in 1642,

anl

which was an expansion of the traditional small circle of advisers: The %Pm!eslam Parliamentarians under Oliver Cromwell won

the royal court. In succeeding centuries, this body was to become § the mi
dominant royal government outside Parliament, until it also g Was bobgaded

iggle against the largely Catholic Royalists. Charles 1
in 1649, the monarchy was abolished, and England

T way to the present structures in the late eighteenth and cal Was made fepublic under the Cromwells (1649-59). During this

nineteenth centuries.

making. and the gentry inevitably became dependent upon o}

patronage. Consequently, Tudor monarchs controlled Parliament 3¢
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republican

Although these early development did give Parliament son COmmons,
limited powers against the monarch, there was a retum 10 ro¥
dominance in Tudor England from 1485. The nobility had be:""POPUAL,. 80 thay 1o people
weakened by wars and internal conflicts, and the Tudor monatd
detiberately chose minor aristocratic landed gentry as members

their Privy Councils. The nobility were often excluded from polic,

period, Parliament consisted only of the House of
Which met every three years.
Owever, Cromwellian military rule was harsh and increasingly
wanted the restoration of the
 The two Houses of Parliament were re-established, and in
arky Testored the Stuart Charles 11 to the throne. Initially
4 b 1 164'1 with Parliament, but eventually his financial
Ppos’irio,, :::;f i the divine right of kings to rule without
g 1S support of the Catholic cause lost him popular

H
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and parliamentary backing. Parliament then ended his eXpen,
wars; forced him to sign the Test Act of 1673, which eXcly
Catholics and Protestant dissenters from holding public office. .
passed the Habeas Corpus Act in 1769, which stipulated tht.
citizen could be imprisoned without a fair and speedy trial,

In addition to this growing power of Parliament againsg
monarch, the seventeenth century also saw the beginning of W
organized political parties. These derived largely from
ideological and religious conflicts of the Civil War. Two T
became dominant, and this feature was to characterize future Br;
two-party politics, in which political power has shifted betweey
main parties. The Whigs were mainly Cromwellian Protestans
gentry. who refused to accept the Catholic James I as success
Charles I, and who wanted religious freedom for all Protestar
The Tries generally supported royalist beliefs, and helped Charle
to secure James’s right to succeed him.

of royal influence. He attempted to rule without Parliament. ignor
its laws, and tried to repeal the Test Act. His manipulatic
eventually forced the Tories to join the Whigs in inviting ¢
Protestant William of Orange to intervene. Supported by Du
military help, William arrived in England in 1688, James fled
France, and William succeeded to the throne. Since no force 4
involved. this event has been called the Bloodless or Glori
Revolution. The 1688 changes considerably affected the Brit
constitution and  politics. Wiliiam I0 became Britain's ff
constitutional monarch and, because of conditions imposed up
him, it was in future practicatly impossible for the monarch to rei
without the consent of Parliament,

A series of Acls at this time laid the foundations for l&
political and constitutional developments. The Declaration of Ril
in 1689 tried to establish basic civil liberties, and prevented
monarch from making laws or raising an army without Parliamer
approval. The Act of Settlement in 1701 gave religious fresdoin
all Protestants, and stipulated that al] future English monarchs had
be Protestant. A Triennial Act established that Parliament was t©°
called every three years.
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But James’s subsequent behaviour resulted in a further reduct j

ious Revolution effectively abolished the monarch’s
jne right. It also attempted to arrange a division of
ecn an executive branch (the monarch through the
ot of the Privy Council): a legislative branch (beth Houses
t and formally the monarch); and the judiciary (a legal
endent of monarch and Parliament). This division. in
i M,]ggislature was supposed to control the executive, evolved
saaro its modern counterparts,

IOW ntary power continued to grow gradually in the early
cohteoth century, initially because the German-bom George |
]e:kdg;ﬁmst in English affairs of state. He also mistrusted the
Torieadith their Catholic sympathies, and appointed Whig ministers
such dplkebert Walpole to his Privy Council. Eventually Walpole
Chief Minister, Leader of the Whig Party and head of the
fity in the House of Commons, which was now mainly
f wealthy land and property owners. Walpole's resulting
political power enabled him to increase parliamentary
‘and he has been called Britain’s first Prime Minister. But
entary authority was by no means absolute, and later
ought a return to royal dominance. However. George I
lost much of his own and royal authority after the loss of
1 colonies with their Revolution against Britain in 1775.
liged to appoint William Pitt the Younger as his Tory
ster, and it was under Pitt that the office of Prime
ly develtoped.

though parliamentary control continued to grow in the late
and early nineteenth centuries, there was still nuo
d democracy in Britain. Political authority was now in the
h’“? W landowners and merchants in Parliament, and the vast
wajoritof the people did not possess the vote. Bribery and
co% were common in this political atmosphere, with the
b"mihosc votes which did exist and the giving away or sale of
a;l:hc Wlfices. The Tories were against electoral reform, as were the
o 'g‘ﬁﬁally. But the country was now rapidly increasing its
and developing industrially and economically. so that
for political reform became irresistible. The Whigs
Yoting rights to the expanding middle class in the First
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Reform Act of 1832. The Tory Disraeli later gave the vote 1,
with property and a certain income. However, the [arge majority"
the working class were still unrepresented in Parliament becy,
they had no votes. It was only in 1884 that the Whig Gladstone fay,
the franchise to all male adults. But most women had to wait g
1928 for full voting rights to be established in Britain.

The main elements of modern British government develom\
somewhat haphazardly in the eighteenth and nineteenth centurie,
and were based on the 1688 revolution and its division of powe;
Government ministers gradoally became responsible to the House
Commons rather than to the monarch. and were mainly members
the Commaons. A growing collective responsibility meant that they g
shared joint responsibility for the policies and acts of government, j
addition to their individual responsibility owed to Parliament for
organization of their ministries. The prime ministership developy
from the monarch’s Chief Minister to ‘first among equals’ an
eventually to the leadership of all ministers. The central force ¢
govemment was now the parliamentary Cabinet of senior minister
which had grown out of the Privy Council and the monarch
Cabinet. The ministers and the government belonged to the majoriy
party in the House of Commons. The largest minority party became
the Official Opposition, striving by its party manifesto and it
performance in the Commons and the country to become the nex
government chosen by the people.

Such constitutional developments were aided by the growih
more sophisticated and organized political parties, in the nineteent
century, which were conditioned by changing social and cconomk
factors. These produced the modern struggle between opposint
ideologies as represented by the various political parties. The Tories
whe also became known as the Conservatives I around 1830. ha
been a dominant force in British politics since the eighteenth century
They believed in established values and the preservation ¢
traditions; supported business and commerce; had strong links wilt
the Church of England and the professions; and were opposed ©©
what they saw as radical ideas. The Whigs, however, wert
developing into a more progressive force. They wanted social refor
and economic freedom wilhcut government restrictions. In (¥

i)

7% &,

wing the parliamentary reforms of 1832, the Whigs were
o what later became the Ljberal Party. They were to
e ixhlgned programme of liberalism in the late nineteenth
wentieth centuries. The Liberal Party was a mixture of
4 ideas, often held together by the principle of utilitarian
the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people).
significant feature of the early inter-war ycars after
the decline of the Liberal Party, from which it was unable
The new Labour Party, formed in 1906, gradually became
10 M;,pposition party to the Conservatives, and continued the
W two-party system in British politics. It grew rapidly and
'md‘w by the trade unions, the majority of the working class,
:’:; middle-class voters. The first Labour government was
924 under Ramsay MacDonald, but only achieved real
er in 1945 under Clement Attlee. It then embarked on a
e of social and economic reforms, which were to
ions of the modern corporate and welfare state
hile, in this fengthy period of changing political fortunes
mph of the House of Commons in the parliamentary
reforms had been made to the House of Lords. The
Acts of 1911 and 1949, eventually removed much of the
tical authority, leaving them with only a slight delaying
power over patliamentary bills. They could no longer
financial legislation. These reforms finally demonstrated
 and taxation matters were now decided by the members
mons as elected representatives of the people. Other
Acts have allowed the creation of non-hereditary titles,
lement the old arrangement in which most peerages were

challenge to parliamentary sovereignly and the political
99.in Britain has arisen due to membership of the European
SZW'Y (_1973)‘ Some legal powers have already been lost to
e “:EMY institutions, so that Parliament is no longer the sole
ll‘fj:sf Ve body in Britain. Further functions will probably be
Sieared to the Community as it becomes more economically and
politically integrated.




4.1.2 The Constitutional I'ramework

There have been no revolutionary upheavals in the British MWitey
of government over the centurics, despite the Civil War and the :
changes. Rather. existing institutions have been pragmatically adapy,
to new conditions. There has likewise been na deliberate atierpy .
establish a rigidly defined constitution, so that Britain, uniike ma,
other countries. has no written constiltion contained in as
document. Instead, the British employ a mixture of statute law (A
Parliament): common Jaw {ancient judge-made law); and convem 7
(or principles and practices of government which. although not legy),
binding, are generally accepted as having the force of law).

Since Parliament is for most purposes still the supreme legislati
authority, save tor some Buropean Community legislation Faw ay
institutions can be created or changed by a simple Act of Parlizme;
relatively quickly. The common law can be extended by the judgy
in the legal process, and conventions can be altered, formed ¢
bolished by general agreement. Once a problem has been solv
satisfactorily in the British system, that solution tends to be usg
again in similar situations, and becomes a precedent to govem futur
actions. Precedents are vital devices in the operation of Parliamen:
the administrative bodies and the courts of law. These eleme
which together with some ancient documents make up the Britis
constitutional framework, arc said to be flexible and simple enoug:
to respond quickly to new conditions should that be necessary.

This somewhat haphazard constitutional system, which is largel
dependent upun conventions and observing the rules of the game
has been admired in the past. The amangements were said t
combine stability and adaptability, so that a successful balance o
authority and toleration was achieved. Most British government
tended to govern pragmatically when in power, in spite of ver
ideological party manifestos at election time. The emphasis was o
whether a particular policy worked and was generally acceptable
Governments were conscious of how far they could go befor
displeasing . their own followers and the electorate, to whom the!
were accountable at the next general clection,

But the system has been increasingly criticized in recent year

A pents have become more radical in their policies, and have
gle to implement them because of strong majorities in the
‘There has been concern at the apparent absence of constitu-
ards for the individuat citizen against state power, espe-
ce there are few legal definitions of civil liberties in Britain.
appear to be few effective parliamentary restraints upon a
wernment which is intent upon carrying out its policies.
* lack of adequate constitutional definitions in the British
g has been seen as potentially dangerous, particularly when
SovsmmENtS and their administrative bodies have a reputation for
iodteo secretive. There have consequently been campai gns for more
M civil protection in the forms of a bill of rights; a written
copgflletion; greater judicial scrutiny of the merits of parliamentary
n; & Freedom of Information Act; and the incorporation of
gpean Convention on Human Rights into British domestic
#t none of these suggested reforms has been achieved, and
i considerable oppositien to the various proposals.
fme critics argue that the British political system no longer
atisfactorily, They maintain that its institutions are too
, and that the traditional bases are no longer adequate for
ization of a complex, mass society. It is felt that political
have become too conditioned by party politics at the
of consensus. Questions have consequently been raised
a e democratic and representative basis of national programmes.
ltwm that there must be a fundammental reform of the existing
Poligggal institutions if they are to reflect a contemporary diversity.
Howewer, changes do continue 10 be made to the present apparatus,
ad & may be that the oid evolutionary principles will be
s“"l’,*‘tllly adapted 1o new demands and conditions.
2% governmental model that operates in Britain today is usually
5 ibed as & constitutional monarchy, or parliamentary system.
g the monarch still has a role w play on some executive and
legfshtive levels, it js Parliument which possesses the essential
i:ﬁ's Al ive power. zmq the government of the du} wljxch governs by
con’afmg_ and cmn}ml]mg p_nhncul policy and leglslamin, The correct
Situtional definition of Parliament is the 'Queen-in-Parliament',
all state and governmental business is therefore carried out in
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the name of the monarch by the politicians and officialy of ih
system. In constitutional theory, the British people hold the pn]lm;
sovereignty to choose their government, while Parliament, Co‘hﬁitir,
partly of their elected representatives in the Commons, possesses KhE
legai sovereignty to make laws.

The various branches of this political system, although easil;
distinguishable from each other, are not entirely separate. The
monarch is formally head of the executive, the legislature and Ib',g
Jjudiciary. A Member of Parliament (MP) in the House of Commioy,
and a member of the House of Lords may both be in the gov ernmeps.
of the day. A Law Lord in the House of Lords also serves the Houg
of Lords as the highest appeal court.

The legislature. which consists of both Houses of Parliament an
formafly the monarch, is for most purposes the supreme law-muiking
body. The executive comprises the sitting government i
Cabinet, together with government minstries or departments hzadef
by ministers or secretaries of state, who all uct formally in the name
of the monarch. The judiciary is composed mainly of the judges of
the higher courts, who determine the common law and interpret Acg
of Parliament. The judiciary is supposed to be independent of th
legislative and execulive branches of government (figure 1).

LEGISLATURE

"Monarch House of Lords ~ House of Commons

EXECUTIVE
: v
Government Cabinet Ministrics
J UBICIARY
Judges i Courts
Figure 1
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frme Monarchy and the Privy Council

continuity of the English monarchy has been interrupted
the Cromwell republic at 1649-39 although there have been
fines of descent. such as the Stuarts. the Tudors and the
ans. The Crown. as distinct from any particular monarch, is
of the oldest secular institutions in Britain, Succession to
e is still hereditary, but only for Protestants in the direct
ent.
monarch has 2 number of roles, and serves formally as head
head of the executive head of the judiciary head of the
we commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and supreme
of the Church of England. Tt follows that all ministers and
f the central government are the monarch’s servants. and
military officers, peers, and bishops of the Church of
i swear allegiance to the Crown. In holding these and other
, the monarch is said to personify the British state.
fiapite of these roles, there are difficulties in defining the
spowers of the monarch, who is supposed to reign but not
e monarch is also expected to be politically neutral, and
ot be seen to be making political decisions. In order to avoid
Bal constitutional crises, proposals have often been made that
emning the real powers of the monarch should be
. Ideally they would clarity the uncertain elcments in the
's position, and avoid the dangers of involving the Crown in
B controversy.
ever, for all practical purposes and since the old executive
foyalgnthority has been virtually abolished, the monarch acts only
% vice of political ministers, which cannot be ignored. The
™otegh cannot make laws, impose taxes, spend public money or act
""q&gnlly. In this sense, contemporary Britain is governed by Her
eaty’s Government in the name of the Queen.

Nevertheless, the monarch still performs some important
mcf“iVe and legislative duties, which are essential to the smooth
Tiing of government. These include the summoning, opening,

"’“’Slling (or adjourning), and dissolving of Partiament; giving the
%al Assent (or signature) to bills which have been passed by both
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ministries,
society.

Today its main role is (o advise the monarch on a rang,
matters, like the resolution of constitutional issues and the ppro
of Orders in Council. such as the granting of Royal Cherterg
public bodies. Its members can be appointed to advisory and Probley,
solving committees and, because of its international membership ay
continuing constitutional character, it can be influential,

Cabinet ministers automaticaily become members on kg,
government office. Lite membership of the council is also piven by
the monarch, on the recommendation of the Prime Minjser, I;
eninent people in Britain and in independent monarchical coantrig
of the Commonwealth. There are about 380 Privy Counciilors 4
present, but the organization tends to work for practical purposy
mostly through small groups. A fuli council is usuvally on|
summoned on the death of a monarch; when there arc scr:(:uvx
constitutional  issues at stake; or occasionally when
Commonwealth Heads of State Conference is held in London. In th
case of any indisposition of the monarch, counsellors of state ora
appointed regent would work parily through the Privy Council.

Apart from its practical duties and its role as a constitutiond
forum for experienced people, perhaps the most important task of te
Privy Council today is performed by its Judicial Committoe. Thi

which were needed to cope with a rapidly Ch““gl‘,‘

serves as the final court of appeal from those dependencies anl -

Commonwealth countries which have retained this avenue of appesl
It may also be used as an arbiter for a wide range of courts anl
comrmittees in Britain and overseas, and jts rulings can be influentidl

4.3 Parliament, General Elections, the Party Politic
System, Parliamentary Procedure, Legislative Proceedings

Parliament is the supreme legislative authority in Britain acd:
since it is not controlled by a written constitution, it has legd
sovereignty m virtually all matters, subject only to some European
Community decisions. This means that il can create, abolish ¢
amend laws for all or any part(s) of Britain on any topic, The mui

8
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parlianment today are to pass laws; to vote on financial
- govemmem can carry on its legitimate business; to
.mment policies and administration; and to scrutinize
eomm\!“i‘ legislation.

ing thesye piwers. Parliament i3 sggpnsed I‘\). igigue
0 the rule of faw, precedent and tradition. Politicians are
.gensitive (0 these conventions and to public opinion. A set
and informal checks and balances - such as party
. the Official Opposition, public reaction and pressure
gormally ensures that Parliament legislates according to its
ibilities. A government with & strong majority in the

ws are not widely accepted.

t consists of the House ol Lords. the House of
d formally the monarch. It assembles as a unified body
ceremonial occasions, such as the Staie Opening of
by the monarch in the House of Lords. Here it listens to
s speech from the throne, which outlines the
t's broad legisiative programme for the coming session.
of Parliament must normally pass a bill before it can
"Act of Parliament and therefore law. A correctly created
be chatlenged in the law courts on its merits.

Reliament has 2 maximum duration of five years, but it is
lved and a general election called before the end of this
= maximum has sometimes been profonged by special
parlisiiptary legislation on occasions of national emergency like
the S:World Wars. A dissolution of Parliament and the issue of
Wm‘m ensuing general election are ordered by the monarch on
!l” adhige. of the Prime Minister. If an individua! MP dies, resigos or
is givin peerage, a by-election is called only for that member's
seat, and Parliament as a whole is not dissolved.

'lhg 'h(mtempomry House of lords consists of the Lords
T““P‘f!ﬂl-and the Lords Spiritual. ‘The Lords Spiritual are the

. ps of York and Canterbury, together with twenty-four
Senior diocesan bishops of the Church of England. The Tords
Temporal consist of (1) hereditary peers and peeresses who have
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kept their titles; (2 life peers and peeresses. who have usuidly
created by political parties; and (3) the Lords of Appeu (
Lords). who become life peers on their judicial appointniensg
latier serve the House of Lords as the ultimate court of appy,
most purpeses from most parts of Britain. This appeal cour
consist ol the whele House of Lords, but only some nine L
who have held senior judicial office. who are wider %
chairmanship of the Lord Chancellor, and who form a quw
three to five when they hear appeal cases,

There are soine 1,200 members of the House of Lords, ¢
active daily attendance varies from a handtul to a few hundre
receive no salary for their parliamentary work, but are eligibie
attendance and travelling expenses should they wish to claim they,
The House is presided over by the Lord Chunceller,

appointee of the sitiing govemment. who sits
k tor stuficd woolien sofa) as Speaker (Chairmant of g,
House, and who controls the procedure and meetings of the House,

There are frequent demands that the unrepresentative, unelecy
House of Lords should be abelished and replaced by a secon
democratically elected chamber. The problem consists of whig
alternative model to adopt, and there 13 little agreement on this poin
Meanwhile, the House of Lords does its job well as an experienc
and less partisan corrective to the House of Commons; It retains &
important revising. amending and delaving function. This may b
used either to block government legislation for a time, or to persuad
governments to have a second look at bills. In this sense, it jsi
safeguard, against over-hasty legislation by the Commons, ai
tulfils a considerable constitutional role at times when government
may be very powerful. This function is possible because members
the Lords tend to be more independently minded than MPs in &
Commens, and do not suffer such rigid party discipline. Indeed, tt
House has a considerable number of Independents (or crossbenchers:
who do not belong to any political party. although there appears ©
be a nominal Conservative majority in the total membership.

Altempts to reform the House of Lords were made several ting!
in the course of the 20" century.

The Parliament Act of 1911 removed from the House of Laré

-
“ Loy

g

o

E of veto a bill except one to prolong the lifetime of a
" Instead, the Lords could delay a bill by up to two years,
ement Act of 1949 further reduced the Lord's delaying
g one year- ) )
our government came tp power in 1997 on a manifesto
that the House of Lords must be reformed. As an initial.
ed reform, the right of hereditary peers to sit and vote in
of Lords will be ended by statute. This will be the first
ptocess of reform to make the House of Lords more
gic and representative. The legislative powers of the House
will remain unaitered.
House of Lords Bill to remove the right of hereditary peers
}-vote in the house was introduced in the 1998-1999 parlia-
pssion. The amendment atiowed that 75 hereditary peers
jin their seats, and be elected by party groups in proportion
gths. Responsibility for further reform was given to the
mission on the Reform of House of Lords. The House of
onsists of Members of Parliament (MPs) who arc elected
alt suffrage of the British people, and who are said to
the citizen in Parliament. In practice, this means that a
it can be elected with a minority of the popular vote and is
out its policies (the mandate theory) because it has
a majority of the seats in the House of Commons. The
has 650 MPs. of whom under 10 per cent are women.
523 parliamentary seats for England. 38 for Wales, 72 for
and 17 for Northern Ireland.
ional constitutional theory has suggested that Parliament is
Uppied- to control the government or the executive. This might
hﬂ‘%@m true to some defree in the past. But the contemporary
realif¥"seems to be that a strong government with a reasonable
oversll majority in the Commons should be able to carry its policies
gh. Parliament. This is irrespective of what Parliament as a
Collective body can do to oppose it. It is government that governs in

Bﬁmi!‘ today. Unless there is a small-majority government or
Tebellion by government MPs, Parliament appears unable to affect

that mEB in any substantial way. The opposition parties can only
PPOsE in Parliament in the hope of persuading the electorate to
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dismiss the sitting government at the next general election, §
critics would like to see stronger parliamentary contro] over ;
executive, which has been described as an elective dictatorghip_ B‘h
given the existing electoral system and the present organ i rygq,
Purliament, there seems little chance of this without a fumi‘:men 3
reform of the whole apparatus. 4

4.3.1 The Parliamentary ¥Flectorsl System (General Elm,-tigm)

Brituin is divided for electoral purposes into constirie
geographical areas of the country, usually containing ahout 6,0
ters, each of which returns one elected MP to the House of Ty
The constitrencies are supposed to be frequently changed ir wige .
location in order to ensure fair representation and to reflect porygo!
movements. But such aims are not alwiys successfully ach 2

Gereral elections for parliamentary seats are by secret bullut, by
voting is not canspulsory. British, Commonweaith and Trish Repub
citizens may all vote in the elections provided that they are residey
n Britain, registered on the annual register of voters for i
constituency. are aged 18 or over. and are not subject to uwy
disqualification. People not entitled 10 vote include members of te
House of Loids; certain mentally i}l patients who are detained i
hospital or prison; and persons who have been recently convicted o
corrupt or ilegal election practices.

Fach elector casts one vote, normally in person, at a polling
setup om election day, He or she will make a cross on a ballr
against the name of the candidate for whom the vote is cast.
there are provisions for those who for various reasons are ur
vote in person in their local constituency to register postal or prox
votes. There are also certain voting rights for.expatriate Britons.

The turnout of voters averages over 70 per cent at generd
elections out of a total electorate of some 42 million peaple. Tk
candidate who wins the most votes in a constituency is elected M!
for that area. This system is known as the simple majority or ¥
first past the post system. There is no voting by proporions
representation (PR). except for local elections in Northern Ireland.

There has been much debate about the British electoral syster?

Beiind
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k-5 unfair o0 the smaller parties, and campaigns continue
om of PR, which would create a wider selection qf parties
of Commons and cater for minority political interests.
o major parties (Conservative and Labour) have preferred
system. It gives them a greater chgnce of achieving
d they have not been prepared to legislate for change,
Labour Party seems now to be more sympathetic to PR.
@ that the British people have traditionally preferred the
nd more certain government which can often, if not
gesult from the present arrangements. Defenders of the
aatem- point to the assumed weaknesses of coalitiun or
3 ment as practised on the continent, such as frequent
a lack of firm policies and power-bargaining between
fies in order to achieve government status. But weak and
governmient can also result from the British system.

Party Political System

oral system depends to a farge extent upon the party
tem, which has existed since the seventeenth century.
political parties present their policies in the form of
6 :to the electorate for consideration during the intensive
of canvassing and campaigning before General Election
candidate in a constituency is elected to Parliament on
on of election manifesto, the personality of the candidate
ion of the national party. But party activity continues
election period itself, as the politicians battle for power
of the electorate.
945 there have been seven Labour and eight Conservative
s in Britain. Some have had large majoritics in the House
%ns while others have had small ones. Some, like the
LEﬂ"l(’“’fl'l'lﬂ'lerlts in the 1970s, have had to rely on the support of
f“"'bmies, such as the Liberals and various nationalist parties,
" Order to remain in power.
t5d freat majority of the MPs in the House of Commons belong
?l?bq the Conservative or the Labour Party, which are the fargest
liticat parties, This division emphasizes the continuation of the
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traditional two-party system in British politics. in which Pose
alternated between two major parties.

The Labour Party has traditionally gathered its suppor frop
trade unions, the working class and some middle-class backip
electoral strongholds have always been in south Wales, S@'Utl'\

and the Midland and northern English industrial cities. But, althg, :

the 1997 general election continued to reflect this national divigiy
the previous patterns of support are altering as social ang ’
mobility changes. In recent years the Labour Party has embirkeg
wide-ranging reviews of its policies in order to broaden ity apmf
take account of changing economic and social conditions, ™
remain 4 major force in British politics.

The Conservative Party has traditionally regarded itseif a;
national party, which appeals 1o people across the class barriey
Although it has often criticized what it sees as the dogmuic a
ideclogical fervour of the Labour Party. the Conservative Party Iy
also become more radical in recent years, and has departed fiy
what used to be considered as the consensus view of British politi
The party's support comes mainly from business interests and ty
middie and upper classes, but a sizeable percentage of skilled i
unskilled workers, and women have always voted Conservative. Tx
party's strongholds tend to be in southem England, with scatterd
support elsewhere in the country, although it has suffered serios
setbacks in Scotland.

Smaller political parties also have some representation in i
House of Commons. Among these have been the Liberals and Socié
Democrats; the Scottish National Party; Plaid Cymru (the Weld
National Party); the Protestant Northern Irish parties of the Officié
Unionists, the Democratic Unionists and the Ulster Popular Unioniss
the Social Democratic and Labour Party (moderate Roman Catholi
Northern Irish party); and Sinn Fein (Republican Northern [i$
party). Other smail parties such as the Greens and Communist Part
as well as publicity-seeking fringe groups. may also contest?
general election, But a party which does not achieve a vertd
number of votes in the election loses its deposit — the sum paid W
a party registers to fight an election.

An innovation in British party politics during 1982-7 was &

of the Alliance as an electoral force. This was formed by
tion for electoral purposes of the Liberals and the Social
party (SDP), which was founded in 1981 by defectors
pour Party. The Alliance gained substantial support in
jon polls, won some dramatic by-elections, and achieved
success in local government elections. But it did not
mparable breakthrough into national politics and the
ons. The Liberals and the SDP saw themselves in
d as an alternative potitical force to the Conservative and
ties, based on the centre or centre-left of British politics.
d to break the mould' of the traditional two-party system,
k serformance in the 1987 general election did not achieve
1988 a majority of the two parties merged into one party
Social and Liberal Democratic Party (or SLD or Liberal
Aor short). But smail groups of Liberals and SDP
tinued as separate parties, until the SDP ceased to exist
t party in 1990. At present, the support for the Liberal
jji:has sunk to some 16 per cent, and it seems that the centre
tish politics has been largely recaptured by the Labour
ative Parties. However, the SLD and other smaller par-
alternative political parties 10 be represented in the
ommons (table 1).

Popular vole (%) Members elected

30 165
43 418
17 . 48

which wins most parliamentary seats at a general
clectideidr which has the support of a majority of MPs in the House
Ofc"Ts, usuaily forms the new government. Under the British
i);s;? Bt government need not have obtained an overall majority
Ithc Mlllar vote (representing the actual number of votes cast by
to Population). It is estimaied that a party will genera}ly pave

Lmore than 33 per cent of the popular vote before winning a
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substantial number of seats, and nearly 40 per cent in Ordey
expand that representation and have a chance of formip
government with an overall majority. These figures will also Ao
upon whether support is concentrated in particular €E0graphi,.,
areas, for a party may gain seats by its local strengrh.bsmaﬁat
parties, which do not approach these percentages, will not gain m, N
seats in the Commons. It is this system of representatiog :'
proponents of would like to change, in order to refloct m“a(
accuratety the Popular vote and the anneal of minority parties *
Once the results of a general election are known, the major
party in the Commons normally forms the new government. and m;
Iargesf ; minority party becomes the official Opposition. Ty
opposition has its own leader and 'shadow govemment. It plays 4
important constitutional role in the parliamentary system, which is
based on adversarial and cenfrontational politics. The Ssatmé
arrangements in the House of Commons reflect this system, since
leaders of the government and opposition parties sit on facing 'fron
benches', with their supporting MPs, or 'backbenchers:, uSilling
behind them. The effectiveness of parliamentary arrangements i
supposed to rest on the relationship between the gover;mem and
opposition parties, in which the members are required to observe
procedural conventions.

The oppusition parties may try to overthrow the government by
defeating it on a ‘vote of no confidence’ or a 'vote of censure’ It
general these techniques are not successtul if the governmen! has 2
comfortable majority and can count on the support of its MPs. The
opposition parties consequently attempt to influence the formation
of national policies by their criticism of pending legislation: by
trying (o obtain concessions on bills by proposing amendments 1 ;
them; and by striving to increase support for their performance and
policies inside and ouiside the Commons, They take advaniage of
any publicity and opportunity which they think might improve their
chances at the next general election.

Inside Parliament, party discipline is exercised by the Whips
who are chosen from party MPs by the party leaders, and who ar
normally under the direction of a Chief Whip. Their duties inclade i
inforfing  members of forthcoming parliamentary  business: k

e
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sing the party's voting strength in the Commons by seeing
members attend al} important debates or are ‘paired’ with
ition (agreed matching numbers so that MPs need not be
o the House all the time); as well as conveying backbench
s to the party leadership.

&ic line of communication is important if rebellion and disquiet
avoided. MPs will receive notice from the Whips' office of
@ommt a particular vote is, and the information will be
ned up to threc times. For example. a 'three-line whip'
es a crucial vote, and failure to attend or comply with party
tions is usually regarded as a revolt against the party's policy.
discipline is very strong in the Commens and less so in the
:But in both Houses it is essential to the smooth operation of
politics. A government with a large majority should not
8ke complacent, nor antagonize its backbenchers. If it does so, a
1 rebellion against the government or mass abstention from
by its own side may destroy the majority and the party's

side Parliament, party control rests with the national and
¥ y organizations, which can be very influential. They
the party at every opportunity, but especially at election
hen they are in charge of canvassing the public and
ering on behalf of their party.

33 Parliamentary Procedure

a famentary procedure i both Houses of Parliament 1§ mainly
on custom, convention and precedent. It s also contained in
g orders which govern details of procedure, and which have
K formulated over a long period of time.
& The Speaker is the chief officer of the House of Commons, is
%ﬁﬂi by the MPs. and has fult authority to interpret the rules and
Wders of the House. The Speaker is an elected MP who, on elevation
W the Speaker's chuir. ceases 10 be o political representative and
0es a neutral ofticial. The parliamentary seat is not normally
Contested at o general election, aithough there have been exceptions o
S Convention. The Speaker protects the House against any abuse of
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procedure; may curtail debate in order that a matter can be Soreg
has the power to adjourn the House to 2 later time: may \ujmnd";
sitting; controls the voting svstem; and announces the fina| fesy) L
cases where there is a tie, the Speaker has the casting vote, by, l'n
exercise this choice in such a way that it reflects csmbmhs
conventions. The Speaker's FOsition is very important (o the p;de:d
running of the House. MPs can be very combative and often Vl'ruf)
10 un extemt that the Speaker is sometimes forced to dj \ )
suspend a member from the House, "

Debates in Pariiament follow normal patterns. They are fSaljy
begun with a motion (or proposaly which, if supported, s ghe,
d_ebazcd by the whole House. The inatter is eventuaily decided h;‘z
simple majority vote after a division. which js calleq at the eng of
the discussion. MPs enter either the ‘Yes' or ‘No' tobby 1o record
their vote, but they may also abstain from voting. Debates in the
Huyse of Commons used to be the occasion for the actual makine of
poficy. But this practice is now impossible because of the wei"m;nd
complexity of government business. N

The proceedings of both Houses of Parliament are normally
open 10 the public, and may be viewed from the public and visitory
galleries. The transactions are published daily in Hansard (the
Parliamentary newspaper'), which records most events verbatim, ;ma"
are also widely commented upon by the media. The proceedings of
both Houses are now televised, and radio transmissions may be
broadcast live or at « Jater time in recorded form,

4.3.4 Legislative Proceedings

The courts may accasionally extend the common law by their
decisions. But the creation of new law and fundamenta) changes to
existing law (outside European Community legislation) are the
responsibility of Parliament. This mainly means the implementation
of the sitting government's policies. But it can also cover wider

matters of 2 non-party nature, and responses to European Communily -

rulings,
A government will usually issue certain documents before the
actual parliamentary law-making process commences. A Green
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"a consultative document which allows interested parties to
r case before a bill is introduced into Parliament. A White
not normally consultative in this wide sense, but is a
document which itemizes the details of prospective
ent legislation.
aft [aw, which has usually been drawn up by parliamentary

ment civil servants, takes the form of a parliamentary bill.
ils are public in that they relate to public or state policies.
¢ bills involve individual, corporate or local interests, Public
.may be introduced in either House of Parliament by the
gument or by private MPs in their personal capacity. A private

er's bill, which is usually on a topic of interest to that MP, is
Wiy defeated for lack of. parliamentary time or support. But some
nt private members’ bills have survived the various hurdles and
come law, such as Acts concerning homosexuality, abortion
val offences. A government will sometimes prefer a private
to introduce minor or controversial legislation, with a
se of governtental support in Parliament. As a rule. politically

ous public bills go through the Commons first, but some of
Eontroversial nature may be initiated in the — Lords. Whichever

re is used, the bill must have passed through both Houses at
fatage.
Commons is normally the most important procedural step in
ess. A bill will receive a formal first reading when it is
into the Commons by the government or a private
. After a variable period ranging from one day to several
the bill is given its second reading after a debate on its
¥al principles. An  alternative at this stage is that un

Mtroversial bill may be referred to a committee to see whether it

A0ts a second reading. After either of these metheds, the bill is
W usally passed to a standing committee for detailed discussion

» amendment. As an alternative it can be referred for detailed

.91751:‘3 to the whole House sitting as a committee. This committee
s followed by the report stage, during which further
mcndments ¢ the bill may be suggested. The third reading of the

il COnsiders it in its final form, usually on a purely formal basis.

Wever, debate is gtjl] possible at this stage if demanded by at least
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six MPs. This delaying tactic may sometimes be used by i
opposition parties to hold up the passage of a bill. But y

government, in its tum, ¢an introduce a 'guitlotine motion’ whig, 1

cuts off further debate.

After the third reading, a Commons bill will be sent 10 the Hoyg,
of Lords. It will then go through broadly the same stages agay
except for those steps which are unique to the Commeons. The l—“rd:\
can delay a non-financial bill for two sessions, or Toughly one yeg,
It can also propose amendments, and if amended the bill goes bagy
to the Commons for further consideration. This amending function i
an important power, and has been frequently used in recent vears.
But the Lords’ role today is to act as a forum for revision, rather thay
as a rival to the elected Commons. In practice, the Lords
amendments can sometimes lead to the acceptance of changes by the
government, or even a withdrawal of the bill.

When the bill has eventually passed through the Lords. it is sen
to the monarch for the Royal Assent, which has not been refused
since the eighteenth century. After the royal signature has been
added, the bill becomes an Act of Parliament and is entered on the
statute-book as representing the law of the land at that time.

This process from bil} to Act may appear unduly drawn out. But
it does normally avoid the dangers of hasty legislation. It ensures
that the bill is discussed at all levels. It also allows the opposition
parties to join in the legisiative process, either by carrying
amendments or sometimes by voting down a bill with the help of
smaller parties and disaffected members of the government party

Private bills are usually initiated by groups of organizationt
outside Parliament, such as local government authorities, which
need special powers to carry out their business. The procedurc for
passing private bills is generally the same as for public bills.
although in practice most of the work is done by committees. The
spunsors or initiators must demonstrate the particular need for the
bill, and any opposing interests must be heard during the
legistative process. In theory, any individual can propose 4 privat®
bill, but the time and expense involved usually render such a step
unlikely (figure 2).
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Preliminary White of Green Paper
HOUSE OF COMMON S
First reading of formal introduction of bill
Second reading
(debate on general principles)

Committee siage of whole House
of Comymons sitting as comimittee
(detailed discussion and amendment)

Report stage
(amendmems)

Third reading
(formal but debate possible)
HOUSE OF LORDS

MONARCH
ACT OF PARLIAM ENT

From bill to Act of Parliament

Figure 2

4.4 The Government and the Civil Service

The British govemnment pormally consists of over & h}lndrc‘;l
Winisters and other officials chosen from both Houses of Parliament.

who are appointed by the monarch ©

Minister. They belong to the party which forms the mi

n the advice of the Prime

ajority in the
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Commons, and are collectively responsible for the administrati, o
national affairs. The government can vary considerably in th
number of ministers and departments set up by the Prime Minister ¢

The Prime Minister, who is appointed by the monarch a]‘d"
normatly the leader of the majority party in the Commons, Pf’»‘.\msez
a great deal of patronage in choosing ministers and deciding on 1,
gumposition of the government. The Prime Ministers POWer siem
from majority support in Parliament; from the authority 10 chogg
and dismiss minister; trom the leadership of the party in the country
and from & control over policy-making. The Prime Minister uau(lll\;
sits in the Commons, as do most of the ministers, where they may g1
be questioned and held accountable for government actions 'and
decisions. The Prime Minister has historically been the COnnection
between the monarch and parliamentary ~ government., This
convention continues today in the weekly audience with the
monarch, at which the policies and business of the government arg
discussed.

The Prime Minister consequently has great power within the
British system of government, and there are arguments  which
suggest that the office has become like an all-powerful presidency.
But there are considerable checks on this power, both inside and
outside the party and Parliament, which make the analogy less than
accurate. However, it does seem that there is a greater emphasis
upon prime ministerial government in Britain today, rather than the
traditional constitutional notions of Cabinet government.

The Cabiner is normally composed of up to twenty senior
ministers from the government, who are chosen and presided over by
the Prime Minister. Exarples are the Chancellor of the Exchequer
(Finance Minister), the Foreign Secretary, the Home Secretary, the
Minister of Defence, the Secretary of State for Education and
Science, and the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry. The
Cubinet structure originated historically in meetings that the
monarch had with leading ministers in a small royal Cabinet, outside
the framework of the Privy Council. As the monarch gradually
ceased to play a part in active politics because of the growth of
parliamentary government and party politics, the Royal Cabinet
developed more authority and independence, and became &
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entary body.
onstitutional theory has traditionally argued that the Cabinet
ly initiates and decides government policy. It has control of
ment apparatus and ministries because it is composed of
ers of the majority party in the Commons. But the convention
government rule is Cabinet rule seems to have become
singly weaker. Since the Prime Minister is responsible for
pet agendas and for the control of Cabinet proceedings, the
pet itself can become merely a ‘rubber-stamp’ to policies which
B already been decided upon by the Prime Minister, or by a
group sumetimes called the ‘Inner Cabinet. Cabinet
gnment  appears to have lost some of its original impetus.
pugh there are frequent demands that more deliberative power
i be restored to it
Buch depends upon the personality of Prime Ministers in this
jiion. Some are strong and like to take the lead. Others have
b the impression of working within the traditional Cabinet
gture. Much of our information about the operation of the
ynet comes from ‘leaks’, or information divulged by Cabinet
sters. Although the Cabinet meets in private and its discussions
eant to be secret, the public is usually and reliably informed of
jinet deliberations by the media.
he mass and complexity of government business today, and the
Lthat ministers are very busy with their own departments, suggest
g full debate in Cabinet on every item of policy is impossible. But
 widely felt that, while all the details cannot be discussed, the
outlines of policy should be more vigorously debated in
Ppinet. Critics argue that the present system concentrates too much
per in the hands of the Prime Minister: overloads ministers with
Pk, allows too many crucial decisions to be taken outside the
gbinet; and consequently reduces the notion of collective
Bponsibility.
Ministerial responsibility is still an important constitutional
cept, although some doubt its applicability today. Collective
lfsponsibility is that which ail ministers, including those outside the
“abinet, share for government actions and policy. It means that
inet and other ministers should be seen to act as one. All must
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support a government decision in public, even though Soma
oppose it during the private deliberations, If a minister can
this, he or she may feel obliged to resign.

In addition to collective responsibility, a minister alse

individual responsibility for the work of the relevant gOvernm,
department. This means that the minister is answerable fop anm
mistakes, wrongdoing or bad administration which occur. whmhg
personally responsible for them or not. In such cases, the mim\-\;
may resign, although this is not as common today as in the pay
Such responsibility enables Parliament to maintain at least iomé
control over executive actions because the minister is answerahle W0
Parliament. The shadow of the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration also hangs over the work of a minister and Civi)
servants.
) Government departments {or ministries} are the Chief
Instruments by which central government implements governmen;
policy. A change of government does not necessarily alter the
number or functions of these departments. However, some
governments have occasionally instituted programmes which have
involved the reorganization, or replacement of existing ministries,
Examples of government departments are the Foreign Office. the
Ministry of Defence, the Home Office. the Department of Education
and Science, and the Treasury (of which the Chancellor of the
Exchequer is head). Most of these central departments are in I.ondon
and are collectively known as Whitehall.

The government departments are staffed by the Civil Service.
which consists of career administrators. Civil servants are employed
by central government in London and throughout the country, and e
involved in a wide range of govemment activities. They are
responsible to the minister in whose department they work for the
mmplementation of government policies. A change of minister of
governiment does not require a change of civil servants, since they are
expected to be politicatly neutral and to serve the. sitting government
impartially. Restrictions on political activities and publication are
consequently imposed upon civil servants in order to ensure neutrality.
There are some 600.000 civil servants in Britain today. Nearly half of
these are women, but few of them achieve top ranks in the service.

y
not dy

hag
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were have been frequent accusations about the efficiency of the
Service, and civil servants do not have a particularly good
image, in spite of allempts at reform. It is often alleged that
jce imposes 4 certain mentality upon the implementation of
ent policies, which successive ministers have been unable to
at. There may be some areas of concern. But the stereotyped
e of the typical civil servant is not reflected in many who do a
pugh, independent job of serving their political masters. The
g Service is also highly regarded in otber countries for its
ncy and impartiality.

4.1 Local Government

e countries, such as the USA and Canada, are federal, They
gnade up of a number of states, each of which has its own
fnment with its own powers to make Jaws and collect taxes. In
I countries the central governments have powers only because
ate_have given them powers. In Britain it is the other way
i rLocal government  authorities (generally known as
ils”) only have powers because the central government has
i them power_sj Indeed, they only exist because the central
ment allows them to exist. Several times in the twentieth
British governments have recognized local government,
ing some local councils and bringing new unes into existence.
Bihe system of local government is very similar to the system of
Ppnal government. F?here are elected representatives, called
illors (the equivalent of MPs)) They meet in a council chamber
Jpe Town Hall or Country Hall (the equivalent of Parliament),
they make policy which is implemented by local government
ers (the equivalent of civil servants).

Most British people have far more direct dealings with local
emment than they do with national government. Local councils
ditionally manage nearly all public services. Taken together, they
Mploy three times as many people as the national government does.
& addition, there is no system in Britain whereby a national
80vemment official has responsibility for a particular geographical
ea. (There is no one like a ‘prefect’ or ‘govemor’). In practice,

ot




1hérefnre, local councils have' traditionally been fairly {re.
constant central interference in their day to day work,

{ Local councils are allowed to collect one king of 1ax. This ;
tax based on-property. (All other kinds are collected Fy u.;,:[“:
government.} It used to be called ‘rates’ and was paid only by g, &
who 'owned property. Its amount varied according 1o Lhé sx'/c fSe
location of the property. In the early 1990s it was replaced hy}Ed
‘community charge’ (known as the ‘poll tax’). This charge Vvﬂ; me
same for everybody who lived in the area covered hy a::uuncll f
was ?g unpopular and was quickly replaced by the *counci Mlx‘[
which(is based on the estipated value of a property and the numb{
of people living in it. Local councils are unable to raise enoy |:
money in this way for them fto provide the services which cvn[il
government has told them to provide. In addition, reécm
governments have imposed upper limits on the amount of councit tax
that councils can charge and now collect the taxes on business
propetties themselves (and then share the money out between locall
cou:xc@ls) ms a result, well over half of a local council’s income is
ROW given to it by cenlral government, 5 .

The modern trend has been towards greater and greater control
by central government. This is not Jjust a matter of controlling the
way local government raises money. There are now more laws
governing the way councils can conduct their atfairs. On top of this,
schools and hospitals can now {apt OUD()f local-government control.
Perh‘nps this trend is inevitable now” that national party politics
dominates  local politics}  Successful independent  candidates
(candidates who do not belong to a political party) at local election
are !')ecnming rarer and rarer. Most people now vote ar local
elections according to their national party preferences, if they bother
to vote at all, so thar these elections become a kind of opinion poll
on the performance of the national government,

frem

4.4.1.1 Local Government Services

Mosl of the numerous services that a modern governmen:
proyldes are tun at local level in Britain. These include~public
hygicne and environment health inspection, the collecting of rubbish
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E outside  people’s houses (the people who do this are
mistically known as ‘dustmen’). and the cleaning ard tidying of
ablic places (which is done by 'street sweepers). They also
e the provision of public swimming pools, which charge
kision fees, and public parks, which do not. The latter are mostly
een grassy spaces, but they often contain children's
ounds and playing tields for sports such as footbali and cricket
can be reserved in advance on payment.
Public libraries are another well-known service. Anybody can go
fonc of these to consult the books, newspapers and magazines
 free of charge. If you want to borrow books and take them out
library. you have to have a library card or ticket (these are
pble to people living in the area). Sometimes CDs and video
fres are also available for hire. The popularity of libraries in
is indicated by the fact that, in a country without identity
a person’s library card is the most common means of
ffication for someone who does not have a driving licence,

Fountics are the oldest divisions of the country in England and

. Most of them existed before the Norman conguest, They are
used today for local government purposes, aithough a few have

B 'invented' this century (e.g. Humberside) and others have no

ftion in government but are stilt used for other purposes. One of

e is Middlesex, which covers the western part of Greater London
hers are still addressed ‘Middx'} and which is the name of a top-

cricket team. Many countries have 'shire’ in their name (e.g.
fifordshire, Hampshire, Leicestershire). 'Shires' is what the
ties were originally cailed.

Boroughs were originally towns that had grown large and
bortant enough to be given their own govemment, free of control
bthe country. These days, the name is used for local government
poses only in London, but many towns sill proudly describe
pmselves as Royal Boroughs.

Parishes were originally villages centred on a local church.
bey became a unit of local government in the ninetcenth century.

©day they are the smailest unit of local government in England.

The name ‘parish’ is still used in the organization of the main

Phristian churches in England (figure 3;.




The organization of local government (1995)

[ CENTRAL GOVERNMENT s
Cities and lacge towns in The rest of Em
England and Wales Wales and all of Scotlang
36 Metropolitan Districts 10 Regions (Scotland;

| 32 London Boroughs 47 Countries (Englang ang

Wales)
Responsibie for:
- collection of council rax

: Responsible for:
I - collection of council tax

i - planning - planning

1 - roads and traffic - roads and safety

’ﬂ housing - disposal of rubbish
- building regulations - education

| - safety in public places - social services

| - coltection of rubbish - libraries

‘ - disposal of rubbish - palice force
| ~ education - _fire brigade
. - social services

| - libraries Districts

| - leisure and recreation

In these areas some services,
i such as transport, the police
force and the fire brigade.

Responsible for:
- housing

local planning
collection of rubbish !

are tun by special - leisure and recreation
‘[ authoritics, some of whose - safety in public places
members are councillors. g
- —
[ Parishes (England) ;

Communities (Scotland and Wales)
! These have no legal powers but are recognized as neighbourhood or
village-level forums of discussion,

Figure 3
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-Why doesn't Britain have a written constitutions? Does it need

B The Crown: What are the powers of the monarch?

B Westminster: Why did the Commons become more Important
ithe lords? Draw a diagram showing the shape and layout of the
ge of Commons debating chamber. Give reasons why you think
arrangement is better or worse than the more common semi-
ar debating chamber. The House of Lords: Do you think the

has become a more democratic inslitution afier the
itutional reform of 19992

{ The electoral and party system: Does Britain have an adequate

entary electoral system? Explain the main difference between
Fonservative and Labour Purties.

B Whitehall: What does "cabinet government” mean? What are

trengths and weaknesses? Examine the role of the Prime
ster in modern Britain. Why are modern British PMs so
rful?

6 Who rules Britain: The Crown, The Commons, The Lords,
Prime Minister, The Cabinet, The Civil Service?
£7 What is the range of responsibilities of the locul government in

7
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5 British National Economy

5.1 The Structure of Industry and Trade: Chemicals, Phary,
ceuticals, Mechanical Engineering, Electronics, Offshore Indunry
Food and Drink, Aerospace ’

5.2 Financial Services

5.3 Tourism

5.4 Agriculture

5.1 The Structure of Industry and Trade: Chemicals,
Pharmaceuticals, Mechanical Engipeering, Electronics,
Offshore Industry, Foed and Drink, Aerospace

Britain became the world's first industrialised country in the mid
19® century. Wealth was based on manufacturing iron and steel,
heavy machinery and cotfon textiles. and on coal miring
shipbuilding and trade. Manufacturing still plays an important role
and Britain excels in high-technology industries like chenucals,
electronics, aerospace and offshore equipment, where British
companies are among the world's largest and most successful. The
British construction industry has made its mark around the world
and continues to be involved in prestigious building projects.

The most important industrial developments in the past 20 years
or so in Britain have been the exploitation of North Sea oil and gas.
and the rapid development of microelectronic technologies and their
widespread application in industry and commerce. At the same time
service industries have been assuming ever-increasing importance
and now account for around two-thirds of output and employment.
There has been a steady rise in the share of output and employment -
now around 80 and 75 per cent respectively — accounted for by private:
sector enterprises as privatisation of the cconomy has progressed.

Britain, the world's fifth largest trading nation, belongs to the
European Union (EV)), the biggest established trade grouping in the
world.

The 'moderization’ of business and industry happened later in

. than it did in most other Eusopean countries. It was not until
19605 that large corporations started to domsnate and that a
..I sgement class', trained at business school, began to emerge.
, after that time. many companies still preferred to recruit their
‘ ers from people who had ‘worked their way up' ﬂmmpgh the
'.,;. ranks and/or who were personally kn.()\ﬂ\ to the directors.
A" in the 1980s did graduate business qualifications become the
;¥ ewly-hired managers.
T :-‘Aot:s‘k‘x ::g’usiry perfongncd poorly during the dgcades following
3 # Second World War (some people blamed this on the abqve
Sk cteristics). In conirast, British agricuhpre was very successtul.
fihis industry, large scale organization (ie. big farms) had been

common in Britain than in other European countries for quite a

Ansn;:all Furopean countries, the economic system in Britain is a
sture of privaie and public enterprise. Exactly how much of the
ntry's economy 1S controlled by the state has ﬂuctuatcd a great
1 in the last fifty years and has been the subject of continual
Liitical debate. From 1945 until 1980 the general trend was for the
ic to have more and more control. Various industries became
kionalized (in other words, owned by the goyergment), especially
bise concemned with the production and distribution of encrgy. So
o did the various forms of transport and communi?anon services
well, of course, as the provision of education, social welfare and
Balth care). By 1980, 'pure’ capitalism probgbly formed a smaller

1t of the economy than in any other countsy i westemlEurope. )
From 1980 the trend started going in the other direction. A major
art of the philosophy of the Conservative govemmgm of the 1980s
as to let ‘market forces' rule (which meant restricting the frcedgm
f business as little as possible) and to turn state-owned companies
o companies owned by individuals {(who became sha:§holders).1 bis
Sroproach was a major part of the thinking of Thatcherism (Margaret
FThatcher was Prime Minister at that timae). Between 1980 and 1-994.2‘
hrge number of companies were privatized (ot ‘denationalized’).
¥ That is, they were sold off by the government. By 1988 there were
{ more S\,xa[eliolders in the country than there were members ol: umons‘;
§ T addition, Jocal government authorities were encouraged 1© contrac
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out’ their responsibility for services to commercial organizationg

The privatization of services which western people now -re
as css}enn.al has necessitated the creation of various public "Watch
organizations with regulatory powers over the industries which i
monitor, For example, Offtel monitors the activities of the lhe
telephone industry, and OffWat monitors the privati
companies.

Privatiyg
zed Watey

5.1.1 The Decline of the Unions

In the 1980s the British government passed several 1aws (o regyrie
the power of the unions. One of these abolished the ‘closed sllwnif
(arrangement which employers made with unions to hire only pe(; If
who belonged to a union). Another made strikes illegal un]ﬂssvu puﬁi
vote of all union members had been conducted. In 1984 there wuba
long miners’ strike. The National Union of Miners refused to (‘nllo:
the new regulations. Its leader, Arthur Scargill, became a symbo|
{ d§pepdnng on your point of view) of either all the worst Tunacies of
unionism or the brave fight of the working classes against the rise of
Thatcherism. Previous miners’ strikes in the twentieth century had
bcep mostly successful. But this one was not (the miners dud not
achieve their aims); a sign of the decline in union power.

5.1.2 How Industry is Organised

T.nlsnmc sectors a small number of large companies and their
subsidiaries are responsible for a subsiantial proportion of total
productinn, notably in the vehicle, aerospace and transport equiprent
industries. About 250 British industrial companies each have an
annual turnover of more than £500 miflion. The annual turnover of
the biggest company, British Petroleum (BP), makes it the 11"
L:irgest industrial grouping in the world and the second largest in
Europe. Five British firms are among the top 20 European Union
(EU) companies in terms of capital employed.

Manufacturing accounted for 22 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP) in 1993 and for about the same percentage ol
employment. About 82 per cent of visible exports consisted of ri:mand*
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ed or semi-manufactured goods. Virally all manufacturing is
ed out by private-sector businesses. Total capital investment in
yfacturing was £12,163 million in 1993, comprising £10,146 mil-
Ein plant and machinery, £1.253 million in new building work
66 million in vehicles,

e construction industry contributed 5 per cent of GDP and
jloyment about 1.2 million people in 1993, 4 per cent of the total
per of employees. Total domestic fixed capital investment in
ptruction was £812 million.

.1.3 Industry in Action
£5.1.3.1 Chemicals

EBritain's chemical industry is the third largest in Europe. The
pn's fourth biggest manufacturing industry, it provides direct
ployment for 303.000 people. Around a half of its output is
prted, making it Britain's greatest single export earner; exports in
were worth £17,300 million.
F'Many major chemical companies in Britain are multinationals;
are subsidiaries of overseas companies and others are
ialist manufacturers of pharmaceuticals, such as Glaxo and
pilcome. Imperial Chemical Industries (ICI) is the sixth largest
Pmical company in the world, with a range of 8.000 products. In
P3 ICI was demerged into two companies to form 'mew' ICI, built
Pund industrial chemicals, paints, materials and explosives, and a
parate company, Zeneca, comprising ICI's pharmaceuticals,
fochemicals and seeds, and specialities business.
A large proportion of world R & D in agrochemicals is
Prducted in Britain. Notable British discoveries include diquat and
praquat herbicides. pyrethroid insectisides, systemic fungicides and
phicides, genetically-engineered microbial pesticides and methods
encouraging natural parasites to eradicate common pests.

5.1.3.2 Pharmaccuticals

The British pharmaceuticals industry is one of the biggest in the
world. It is the fifth largest manufacturer and fourth largest exporter
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of medicines. Scientific excellence underpins the success of

pharmaceuticals industry: British firms spend around £1,506 mJ !
a year in the search for new technologies. new therapies and
ways Fo fight disease. In 1992 a quarter of the 20 most pres,,
medicine in the world had been discovered by scientists in BngLr

- The
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The mdu,str_y is madc up of about 360 companies of all s!;m
small number of very big firms dominate production — the six ],"‘u‘e"l‘
“rges

are Glaxo, Zeneca, Wellcome, SmithKline Beecham, Boos
Fisons. The largest 21 account for 70 per ceat of pmductiwﬁ fm\j
employment. Smaller firms spend less on R & D and [wddn['n
conceylmfue on producing generic prescription medicines andlno,,\]
prescription medicines with expired patents. ]
The industry manufactures the whole range of medicines - hyny
and veterinary medicines, medical dressings and dental materials 2
the last ten years or so, the largest growth has been in medicinc;x»h
act on the respiratory system, followed by cardiovascular. muccu[.u
and skeletal, anti-infectives and alimentary tract remcdiea‘, O\'L:thr
couqlgr medicines sold most often are cough. cold and sore Ihroa;
medlgneS, analgesics, vitamins and gastro-intestinal remedies.
Discoveries by the industry include semi-synthetics and
trelaFmenls for asthma, coronary heart disease and certain cancers.
British researchers are also making breakthroughs in treatments f0£
AIDS, malaria and hepatitis. Biotechnology and a growing
underslar}ding of the biology of cells are bringing new medical
Opportunities. As genes in the human bedy are graduaily sequenced,
scientists are beginning to discover the molecular hasis of discases,
opening the way to new treatments. Three major rescarch arcas in
which Britain leads are drug design, biotechnology and gene therapy.

5.1.3.3 Mechanical Engineering

hxpgrts of mechanical machinery represented 13 per cent of
total visible exports in 1993, Output includes pressure vessels, heat
cxchzmggrs and storage tanks for chemical and oil-refining ;y]am.
steam-ra sing boilers (including those for power stations), nuclear
reactions, water and sewage treatment plant, and fﬁbricencd
steelwork for bridges, buildings and industrial installations.

H

pritain is among the world's major producers of tractors, which
g up over three-quarters of total output of agricultural equip-
Sales of the tractor industry were valued at £1,100 million in
3. Massey Ferguson and Ford are major producers of tractors.
Bhnical innovations include computer-controlled tractors, an ultra-
jent pesticide sprayer and combined mower/conditioners that
pce drying time for grass.

i}ritain is the world's eighth largest producer of machine tools with
sales of nearly £900 million in 1993. British manufacturers have
gle technological advances in probes, sensors, co-ordinate
Jasuring devices, laser melting and the installation of flexible
fpufacturing systems, Computer numerical-controlled machines
punt for an increasing proportion of output. The 600 Group is the

h

gest British machine tool company.
g Most sales of textile machinery are to export markets. British
ovations include computerised colour matching and weave
ulation, friction spinning, high-speed computer-controtted knitting
ines and electronic jacquard attachments for weaving looms.
[ Britain's mining and tunnelling equipment leads in the production
coal-cutting and road-heading (shearing) equipment, hydraulic
bf supports, conveying equipment, flameproof transformers,
HEitchgear, and subsurface transport equipment and control systems.

i k. 5.1.3.4 Electronics

Britain has the fourth largest electronics industry in the world.

e computer sector produced an extensive range of systems, central

ocessors and peripheral equipment, from large computers for

prge-scale  data-processing and scientific work to  mini-and

ticrocomputers for control and automation system and for home,

flucational and office use. In 1993 exports reached a record level,
ound £4,000 million.

Britain makes 40 per cent of Burope's desktop computers. Nearly
half of these computers and peripheral equipment intended for export
are made in Scotland. Several Jeading overseas manufactures of data-
Processing equipment — for example, IBM, Unisys and Compaq — have
established manufacturing plants in Britain. The biggest computer
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manufacturer is the largely Japanese-owned ICL. Other COmpun;,
such as Psion, have concentrated on develaping new products f;'
specialised markets. These include pocket-sized computers r
notebook and pen computers.

Another sector of the industry manufactures radio COMMUNICagy
equipx?kenl. radar, radio and sonar navigational aids for shipy ﬁn(;
aircraft. thermal imaging systems, alarms and signalling equipmey,
public broadcasting equipment and other capital goods. Radar wa\:
tavented in Britain and British firms are still in the forefron; of
technical advances.

ang

5.1.3.5 Offshore Industry

Britain has substantial oil and gas rescrves offshore on the
United Kingdom Continental Shelf (UKCS). Before the 1970s it wag
almost wholly dependent on imports for oil supplies.

Around 34,000 people are employed offshore, while a further
250.000 work in support industries - building oil rigs, designing
Platforms and pipelines, operating helicopters and boats and so on,
Gross capital investment from British sources in oif and gas
lexlractifm represents about 20 per cent of British iﬂdlls\;iﬂl
nvestment,

Qutput of crude oil and natural gas liquids in Britain average just
over 2 million barrels (around 274,000 tonnes) a day in 1993,
making Britain the world’s tenth largest 0il producer,

5.1.3.6 Food and Drink

Britain has large food and drink manufacturing industry, which
has accounted for 4 growing proportion of total domestic food
supply in recent decades. Approximately 500,000 people are
employed in the industry,

Frozen and prepared children foods, annual safes of which stand
at over £3.600 million and £1,800 million respectively, other
convenience foods. yoghurts, duiry desserts and instant snacks have
formed the fastest-growing sector of the food market in recent years.
Dermand for health and slimming toods also continues 1o expand and
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has been a rise in sales of organically-grown produce as well ag
ety of products for vegetarians (soya-based foods, for instance).
fof major significance among alcoholic drinks produced in
in in Scotch whisky. one of Britain’s top export earners. there
8110 distilleries in Scotland, where the best known brands of
ded Scotch whisky, such as J& B. Johnnie Walker, Famous
jose and Teachers, are made from the products of single malt and
e grain whisky distilleries. About four-fifths of Scots whisky
ction is exported, to more that 200 countries; the value of
borts was £2.100 million in 1993.

e soft drinks industry is the fastest-growing sector of the
pery trade, with an annual turnaver of about £6,000 million.

§5.1.3.7 Aerospace

iBritain's aerospace industry is the third largest in the Western
pid, after the United States and France. With around 200 com-
jies employing 134,500 people, it had a turnover in [993 of
B,300 million.

British Aerospace is one of the world's top defence companies

more than four-fifth of its military production was exported in
P3. It includes the Harrier, a unique vertical/short takeQoff and
ding (V/STOL) military combat aircraft. BAe has a 33 per cent
re in the development of the Eurofighter 2000, The Tomado
mbat aircraft is built by a company set up jointly by BAe, Alenia
Pltaly and Deutsche Aerospace. A £5,000 million order for 48 To-
ado bombers for Saudi Arabia was confirmed in 1993, making it
e of Britain's biggest ever export deals.

Rolls-Royce is one of the world's three major manufacturers of
Fo-engines, with a turnover in 1993 of £2,100 million for its
frospace division. Its RB211-535 engines have been selected by
er 80 per cent of airlines for their Boeing 757 airliners.

Over 400 companies in Britain are engaged in space activities.
e industry is strong in the manufacture of satellites and ground
rastructure  for satellite systems and in the analysis and

exploitation of data from satellites. Matra-Marconi Space is one of
the warld's leading producers of communications satellites,




ks of goods and services are equivalent to about a quarter of its
pp. Invisible earnings of British companies place Britain in the top
e countries in the international league table of overseas invisibles
bpers. It is the world’s second biggest overseas investor and the
ging destination for inward direct investment into the EU.
On 1 January 1994 the EU implemented an agreenment with
tria, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden on the creation of the
jopean Economic Area (EEA). The EEA forms a free trade area
380 million consumers, where there is free movements of
pds, services and capital. The new World Trade Organisation was
Lup on | January [995. providing a sounder basis fot international
e, including implementation measures agreed during the recently
pleted GATT Uruguay Round of negotiations.
B In 1993 Britain’s exports of goods were valued at about
U1 400 million and its imports of goods at £134.600 million.
pnufactures account for 82 per cent of visible exports with
hinery and transport equiprent contributing about 40 per cent of
ports.  Aerospace, chemicals and electronics have become
creasingly significant export sectors, while textiles have declined in
jportance. The share of fuels in exports was 7 per cent in 1993,
prth Sea oil and gas production has now passed its mid-1980s peak,
ken exports of fuels accounted for over 20 per cent of total exports.
1993 the surplus on trade oil amounted to a little under £2,500
jillion.
Britain’s overseas trade is mainly, and increasingly, with
veloped countries. In 1972, the year before Britain joined the
ropean Community, around a third of its trade was with the other
countries which made up the European Union in 1994. The
oportion rase to around one-half in 1993. Westemn Europe as a
ole takes three-fifths of Britain exports. EU countries accounted
pr seven of Britain’s top 10 export markets and six of the 10 [cading
ppliers of goads to Britain in 1993. In 1990 Germany overtook the
Pnited States to become Britain's biggest overseas market; Germany
S also Britain's largest single supplier. In 1993 it took 13 per cent of
Britain’s exports and supplied 15 per cent of its imports.

Exports to Japan, which is presently Britain’s tenth Jargest export
fmarket, rose by 19 per cent in 1993. Japan has steadily increased its

5.2 Financial Services

Britain is a major financial centre, home to some of the woryy,
most prestigious banking, insurance, securities, shipping, COmm
{?IIIES, futures, and other financial services and markets, Bﬁnkin?
finance, insurance, business services and leasing contribute 1
20 per cent of total output in 1993,

Financial institutions’ net overseas earnings amounted to £15.600
million in 1993. Banking, finance and insurance accounted for i
cent of employment in Great Britain in 1994,

Historically the financial services industry has been located in
the ‘Square Mile' in the City of London. This remains broadly the
case, even though markets for financial and related services ~ha\,‘g
grown and diversified greatly. Manchester, Cardiff, Liverpoal,
Leeds, Edinburg and Glasgow are also financial centres. The ‘City
the collection of markets ard institutional around the Square Mile, 1;
noted for having:

~ the greatest concentration of foreign banks - 286 — in the world:
~ ~ a banking sector that accounts for about 20 per cent of fotal
international bank leading;

- one of the world's biggest international insurance markets,
handling about 20 per cent of general insurance business placed on
the international market;

— the largest centre in the world for trading overseas equities:

— the world's largest foreign exchange market, with an average
daily turnover of about US$3006,000 million;

- one of the world's most important financia derivatives markets;

~ the greatest concentration of international bond dealers;

~ important markets for transactions in commodities;

-~ a full range of ancillary and support services — legal, accountancy
and management consultancy — contributing to London’s strength as 4
financial centre,

d arotmg

13 per

5.2.1 Overseas Trade

Britain is fully committed to an open multilateral trading system.
1t exports more per head than the United States and Japan; overscas
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wry in the world is available in restaurants in London and
swhere in Britain.

Most British holiday-makers wishing to go abroad buy ‘package
idays’ from travel agencies, where the cost covers transport and
bommodation, The most popular package holiday destinations are
in, France and Greece. Long-haul holidays to countries like the
k- ed States and Australia are becoming more popular as air fares
" e down. Winter skiing holidays to resorts in Austria, France.
5.3 Tourism and Switzerland and other countries continue o attract farge
L bers of Britons.

) Britain pioneered the development of a professional tourism @ There are around 7,200 travel agencies in Britain. Although
ln(!uslry. Around 1.5 million people are employed in the industryiin st travel agents are small businesses. there are a few very large
Britain, which contributes £30.000 million annually to the economy fvs, such as Lunn Poly und Thomas Cook, which have hundreds of
= ab_out 5 per cent of GDP. Britain is one of the world’s six leading prches.

tourist destinations and by the year 2000 tourism was expected to b% 3

the biggest industry in the world. :

) Between 1980 and 1990 the number of overseas visits to Britain 5.4 Agriculture

increased b?r 50 per cent. In 1993 over 19 million overseas visitors

came to Bnt_ain. spending £9,200 million. Business travel accounts {8l Agriculture, one of Britain's most important industries, supplies
for aho‘ulAaAflfth of all overseas tourism revenue. An estimated 64 per [Barly 60 per cent of the country's food, directly employs over
Cel}‘ 91’ visitors came from Europe and 17 per cent North America. : 0,000 people, and uses almost 80 per cent of the land area.
Bmaln_ s tqurism attractions include theatres, museums, art galleries I wever, its share of the gross domestic product is less than 3 per
’ctnd‘ ‘h’monc houses, as well as shopping, sports and business t — the lowest figure among the developed capitalism countries,
facilities. . itish agriculture is efficient, for it is based on modern technology

Domestic tourism was valued at £12,400 million in 1992 d research.

Al'.OUﬁd one-half of British residents taking their main holiday in [ Nearly 80 per cent of the land area is used for agriculture, the rest
E?nlam Ch‘()lv)SE a.. traditional scaside resort. Short breaks, worth about i ing mountain and forest or put to urban and other uses. Although the
£2,000 million in 1992, make up an increasingly significant part of frea for farming is declining by about 20,000 hectares a year to meet
the malrket. with shopping accounting for about a third of all e needs of housing, indusicy and transport, the land in urban use is
expenditure on day trips. Scotland has several skiing resorts. s chan a tenth of the agriculturalland. There are 12 million
) The largest hotel business in Britain is Forte, which has 344 hotels [Weiores under crops and grass. In hill country, where the area of
in the country. At the other end of the scale, numerous guest houses [ultivated land is often small, large areas are used for rough grazing.
;nd smali hotels have fewer than 20 rooms. Hotiday camps offering @Boils vary from the poor ones of highland Britain to the rich fertile
full lboard. self-catering centres and holiday caravans are run by Jsoils of low-lying areas in the eastern and south-eastern parts of
Butlins and Pontins; Center Parcs are enclosed holiday centres with [ England. The cool temperate climate and the comparatively even
swimming pools and other leisure facilities which are not affected by distribution of rainfall contribute favourably to the development of
the vagarics of the British climate. Cuisine from virtually every : agriculiure. However, the social structure of British agriculture has a

share of Britain’s imports and now accounts for around 6 per ceny;
1993 there was also a sizeable increase — about 30 per cent [n
Britain’s exports to other expanding markets in the Asia-Pacific };-m
Hong Kong, Maiaysia, Singapore, Korea, Taiwan and Thaj w
together with the People's Republic of China and the Philippine
showed strong growth in exports from Britain in 1993,

ang,
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negative effect on its development. Most of the land is owne by,
landlords. Farmers rent the land and hire agricul

Y bi
tural workerg to

cultivate it. Part of the land belongs to banks, insurance COMmpanie

There are about 243,500 farming units, of which about a
able to provide fulltime employment for at least one pers
account for over 90 per cent of total output. About 30,000 |
farms account for about half of total output, In Wales, Scotlang ang

alf 4rg
M ang
drge

Northern Ircland output from smali-scale holding is more signitican,
than in the rest of Britain. In general small farms dominate in the
country. This is vividly seen [rom the following table 2:

Table 2 - Size of Farms

(as a Percentage of Total Number of Farms)

Over ]

[ Under
[ 2 Hect. 220

20-40

40-120

120 Hear l

(151 373

19.9

17.7

0

However, due to tough competition, the number of small farms
under 20 hectares is decreasing.

60 per cent of full-time is devoted mainly to dairying or beef
cattle and sheep. This sector of agriculture accounts for three-fourths
of agricultural production in value. Sheep and cattle are reared in the
hill and racorland areas of Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and
northern and south-western England. Beef fattening occurs purtly in
better grassland areas, as does dairying and partly in yards on arable
farms. British livestock breeders have created many of the cautle.
sheep and pig breads with world-wide reputations, for example. the
large white Yorkshire pig breed. Pig production is carried on most
areas but is particularly important in eastern (Yorkshire) and
southern England, north-east Scotland and Northern Ireland. In the
1980s there were about 13,5 million head of caitle, about 8§ million
pigs and 31,4 million head of sheep.

The present pattern of farming in Britain owes a great deal ¢
decisions taken during and after World War IL During the nineteenth
century Britain became increasingly dependent upon imported food.
The danger of this situation became apparent during the two world
wars of the twentieth century when the country was almost starved
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o defeat by the German blockade. As a result, it was decided to
ourage agricultural development to make the country less
iendent on imports of food. Subsid:es to farmers (especially to the
pmers of large farms) were introduced. After Britain's entry into the
pmmon Market in 1973 agriculture was protected by an astificiat
ce structure and by duties imposed on imported food.

There are three main types of farming: pastoral, arable, mixed.
fable farming is dominated in the castern parts of England and
otland, whereas in the rest of the country pastoral and mixed
ing are prevalent. Besides the three above mentioned types of
ing there is another type of farming — crofting — which is still
jpcticed in the remote areas of northern and western Scotland. This
tern of cultivating a small area of land around the farm (the
eld) and maintaining a much larger area of rough pasture for
pck rearing {the outfield) is typical of crofting communities in
botland and shows a clear adaptation to a difficult environment.
here has been a great decline in crofting and it has virtually
appeared from large areas of the Highlands. This started in the
hteenth century when entire crofting communities were driven
t by landowners who wanted to use the land for large scalc sheep
nd cattle rearing. The process resembled the enclosures which took
face earlier in England in the sixteenth century. In recent years this
kcline has continued on an accelerated scale. The owners of the
frofts become ruined because of the low incomes and many of the
rofts which remain are run on a part-time basis.

Grass supplies 60 to 80 per cent of feed requirements of cattle
d sheep: its production has been enhanced by the increased use of
ertitizers, irrigation. new methods of grazing control etc. Rotational
grass covers about 28 per cent of the total cropland. Rough grazings
pre used for extensively grazed sheep and cattle.

As regards the cereals barley takes the lead. It is cultivated on 33
per cent of the total cropland, amounting to 2,4 million hectares with
fan average annual yield of 10 million tonnes. The crop is mainly
concentrated in the castern parts of the country. Wheat follows next
covering about 17,4 per cent of the total croplands which amounts (o
1,4 miltion hectares with an average annual yield of over 8 million
tonnes. About half the wheat crops is normally used for flour
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milling, the remainder mainly for animal teed. Wheat like barlq,
prevails in the eastern parts of England, especially in East Angli
and in the south-east. as well as in Central Scotland. Croplang Used
for oats has been reduced to about 2 per cent. The crops is Cultivagey
mainly in the western and northern parts of England.

The potato crop is widespread ali throughout the country. Large.
scale potato and vegetable production is undertaken in the e:uém
and south-eastern of England, around the rivers Thames and Humper
and in South Lancashire. Early potatoes are an important Crop in
south-west Wales, Kent and south-west England. High-grade seed
potatoes are grown in Scotland and Northern [reland.

Sugar from sugar home-grown sugar beet provides about 47 per
cent of requirements, most of the remainder being refined from raw
sugar imported from developing countries. Sugar beet covers about 3
per cent of the total cropland.

The land utilised for horticulture is about 290,000 hectares of
which vegetables grown in the open, excluding potatoes, cover about
73 per cent, fruit more than 20 per cent, flowers less than 5 per cent
and protected crops (those grown under glass or plastic) less than 2
per cent of the land used for horticulture.

The fishing industry. Britain's second major source of food is the
surrounding sea. The fishing industry provides about 70 per cent of
British fish supplies, and is an important source of employment and
income in a number of ports, especially those situated on the North
Sea shore. In the 1980s there were about 17,000 tishermen in regular
employment. The average annual landings of fish by British ships
are about 700,000 tonnes. This marks a massive decline from
landings earlier in the century and reflects the crisis which afflicts
the industry.

Although fish are widespread in the oceans of the world, it is
only in certain limited areas that they occur in sufficient numbers to
make large scale fishing an economic proposition. Such areas are
called fishing grounds and they are usually found where the waters
are shallow with available light and oxygen, where there are lar, oo
quantities of plankton. which provide food for the fish,

For centuries the British fishing industry depended upon fishing
grounds near Britain, particularly those in the North Sea. By the
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ifteenth century. bowever, fishermen were already searching for

w distant grounds. By the nineteenth century fishing is qist?nt
aters was highly developed and several distinct methods of fishing

ad been developed to cope with different kinds of fish with

fferent fishing grounds. Two main types of fish are caught —

glagic fish and demersal fish.

Questions

1 What is the structure of the British economy? What is the

hare of privatized industries and private enterprise versus public

dustries and enterprise? )
2 What are the most important industrial developments in the
ast 30 years? ) ) .
3 List the major manufacturing industries and describe their

fevelopment,

4 The financial sector: Why is the City so imponam? )

5 Can Britain be described as the world s major trading nation?

6 Name the main types of farming. Describe their role and
erritorial specialization. o

7 Explain the importance of fishing for Britain.
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6 Education in Britain

6.1 Schoo! History and the Present School System
6.2 The National Curriculum

6.3 Public Examinations

6.4 Higher and Further Education

6.1 School History and the Present School System

The basic features of the British educational system are the same
as they are anywhere else in Europe: full-time education is compulsory
up to the middle teenage years; the academic year begins at the end of
summer; compulsory education is free of charge. but parents may
spend money on educating their children privately if they want to.
There are three recognized stages, with children moving from the first
stage (primary) to the second stage (secondary) at around the age of
ele_ven or twelve. The third (tertiary) stage is ‘further’ education
university or college. However, there is quite a fot which distinguishes
education in Britain from the way it works in other countries.

6.1.1 Historical Background

The British government attached little importance to education unil
the end of the nineteenth century. It was one of the last governments in
Europe to organize education for everybody. Britain was leading the
world in industry and commerce, so. it was felt, education must
somehow be taking care of itself. Today, however, education is one of
the most frequent subjects for public debate in the country. To
understand the background 1o this debate, a little history is needed.

Schools and other educational institutions {(such as universities)
existed in Britain Jong before the government began to take an
interest in education. When it finally did, it did not sweep these
ins.[iv,lti(\ns away, nor did it always take them over. In typically
British fashion, it sometimes incorporated them into the system and
sometimes left them outside it. Most importantly, the government
left alone the small group of schools which had been used in the
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lineteenth century {(and in some cases before then) to educate the
ons of the upper and upper-middie classes. At these ‘public’ schools.
e emphasis was on ‘character-building’ and the development of
feam spirit’ rather than on academic achievement.

Stereotypical public schools:

_ are for boys only from the age of thirteen onwards, most of
hom attended a private ‘prep’ (= preparatory) school beforehand;

_ take fee-paying pupils (and some scholarship pupils who have
on a place in a competitive entrance exam and whose parents do
Bot pay);

— are boarding schools (the boys live there during term-time);
_ are divided into "houses’, each 'house’ being looked after by a
housemaster’;

_ make some of the senior boys ‘prefects’, which means that they
ave authority over the other boys and have their own servants
called 'fags’), who are appointed from amongst the youngest boys;

- place great emphasis on team Sports;

_ enforce theis rules with the use of physical punishment;

_ have a reputation for a relatively great amount of homosexual

activity;

— are not at all luxurious or comfortable.

However, this traditional image no longer fits the facts. These
days, there is not a single public school in the country in which all of
the above features apply. There have been a fairly large number of
girls 'public schools for the last hundred years, and more recently a
fow schools have started to admit both boys and girls. Many schools
admit day pupils as well as boardess, and some are day-schools only;
prefects no longer have so much power or have been abolished
altogether; has disappeared; there is less emphasis on team sport and
imore on academic achievement; life for the pupils is more pbysically
comfortable than it used to be.

Ameng the most famous public schools are Eton, Harrow,
Rugby and Winchester.

This involved the development of distinctive customs and
attitudes. the wearing of distinctive clothes and the use of
| specialized jtems of vocabulary. They were all 'boarding schools’
(that is, the pupils lived in them), so they had a deep and lasting
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influence on their pupils. Their aim was to prepare young men «, bjectives (which they enforce through a system of inspectors} up i0
take up positions in the higher ranks of the army, in business. thy e end of compulsory education.
legal profession, the civil service and politics. Central government does not prescribe a detailed programme of
When the pupils from these schools finished their education larning or determine what books and materials should be used. It
they formed the ruling elite, retaining the distinctive habits i\nd s, in broad terms, what schoolchildren should learn. but it only
vocabulary which they had learnt at school. They formed a closed fers occasional advice about how they should learn it. Nor does it
group, to a great extent separate from the rest of society. Entry into ctate the exact hours of the school day. the exact dates of holidays
this group was difficult for anybody who had a different education, the exact age at which a child must start in full-time education. it
When. in the twentieth century, education and its possibilities for bes not manage an institution’s finances either, it just decides how
social advancement came within everybody's reach, new schoois buch money to give it. It does not itself set or supervise the marking
tended to copy the features of the public schools. (After all. they the exams which older teenager do. In general, as many details as
provided the only model of 4 successful school that the country had). pssible are left up to the individual institution or the Local
Many of the distinctive characteristics of British education ducation Authority (LEA, a branch of local government).
outlined below can be ascribed, at least partly, to this historical One of the reasons for this level of ‘grass-roots' independence is
background. Of more recent relevance is Britain's general loss of at the system has been influenced by the public-school tradition that
confidence in itself. This change of mood has probably had a greater school s its own community. Most schoals develop, to some degree
influence on education than on any other aspect of public life. The lest, @ sense of distinctiveness, Many. for example, have their own
modern educational system has been through a period of constant iforms for pupils. Many, especially those outside the state system,
change and it is difficult to predict what further changes will occur have associations of former pupils. It is considered desirable (even
in the next decade. At the same time, however, there are certain pecessary) for every school to have its own schoul hall, big enough to
underlying characteristics that scem to remain fixed. hccommodate every pupil, for daily assemblies and other occasional
eremonies. Universities, although financed by the government, have
6.1.2 Organization pven more autonomy. Each one has complete controt over what (o teach,
0w to teach it, who it accepts as students and how to test these students.
Despite recent changes, it is a characteristic of the British system
that there is comparatively little central control or uniformity. For 6.1.3 Style
example, education is manager not by one, but by three, separute
government departments: the Department for Education and Learning for its own sake, rather than for any particular practical
Employment is responsible for England and Wales alone - Scotland urpose, has traditionally been given a comparatively high value in
and Northern Ireland have their own departments. In fact, within itain. In comparison with most other countries, a relatively strong
England and Wales education has traditionally been seen as separate emphasis has been put on the quality of person that education
from ‘training’, and the two areas of responsibility have only recently produces (as opposcd to the qualities of abilities that it produces).
been combined in 2 single department. he balance has changed in the last quarter of the twentieth century
None of these central authorities exercises much controi over the (for example. there is now a high degree of concern about levels of
details of what actually happens in the country's educational literacy), but much of the public debate about educational policy stil}
institutions. All they do is to ensure the availability of education. focuses not so much on how to help people develop useful
dictate and implement is overall organization and set overall learning  knowledge and skills as on how education might help 10 bring about
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a better society — on social justice rather than on efficiency. titutions which first set the pattern no longer set the trend, and are
This approach has had a far-reaching effect on many aspects of the emselves less elitist.
educational system. First of all. it has influenced the general style of | ‘ln othe.r cases the changes have been the result of government
teaching, which hus tended to give priority to developing licy. Before 1965 most ghildn:n in the country had to take an
understanding rather than acquiring factual knowledge and leaming ¢, am at abpux the age of eleven, at the end of their primary
apply this knowledge to specific tasks. This is why British young oaling. If they passed this exam, they went to a grammar school
people do not appear to have to work as hard as their counterparty in here they were taught academic subjects to prepare them for
other European countries. Primary schoolchildren do not normally iversity, the professions, managerial jobs or other highly-skilled
have formal homework to do and university students have fewer hours bs; if they failed, they went to a secondary modern school, where
of programmed attendance than students on the continent do. (On the e lessons had 4 more practical and technical bias. Many people
other hand, they receive greater personal guidance with their work). A gued that it was wrong for a person's future life to be decided at so
second effect has been an emphasis on academic ability rather than bung an age. The children who went to 'secondary moderns' tended
practical abitity (dcspite English anti-intellectoalism). This ha p be secn as ‘failures’. Moreover, it was noticed that the children
resulted in high-quality education for the intelligent and academically pho passed this exam (known as the ‘eleven plus’) were almost all
inclined {at the upper secondary and umiversity levels) with om middle-class families. The system seemed 1o reinforce class
comparatively lite attention given o the educational needs of the rest. stinctions. It was also unfair because the proportion of children
The traditional approach. together with the dislike of centralized ho went to a grammar school varied greatly from area to area (from
authority, also helps to explain why the British school system got a §5% 10 40%). During the 1960s these criticism came to be accepted
national curriculum (a national specification of learning objectives) by a majority of the public. Over the next decade the division into
so much later than other European countries. If your aim is so vague prammar schools and secondary modem schools was changed. These
and universal, it is difficult to specify what its elements are. It is for Hays, most eleven-year-olds all go on to the same local school, These
the same reason that British schools and universities have tended to kchools are known as comprehensive schools. {The decision to make
give such a high priority to sport. The idea is that it helps to develop his change was in the hands of LEAs, so it did not happen at the
the 'complete’ person, The importance of school as a ‘community’ can game time all over the country. In fact, there are still one or two
increase this emphasis. Sporting success enhances the reputation of places where the old system is still in force).
an institution. Until the last quarter of the twentieth century, certain However, the comprehensive system has also had its critics. Muny
sports al some universities (especially Oxford and Cambridge) and fbeople felt that there should be more choice available to parents and
medical schools were played to an international standard. Peopic sliked the uniformity of education given to teenagers. In addition.
with poor academic records were sometimes accepted as students there is a widespread feeling that educational standards fell during the
because of their sporting powers (although, uniike in the USA, this 1980s and that the average eleven-year old in Britain is significantly
practice was always unofficial), less literate and less numerate than his or her European counterpart.
Starting in the late 1980s, two major changes were introduces by
6.1.4 Recent Developments the government. The first of these was the setting up of a national
curriculum. For the first time in British education there is now a set
Some of the many changes that have taken place in British of learning objectives for cach of compulsory school and all state
education in the second half of the twentieth century simply reflect schools are obliged to work towards these objectives. The other
the wider social process of increased egalitarianism, The elitist major change is that schools can now decide to ‘opt out' of the
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contro} of the LEA and put themselves directly under the control of based on the National Curriculum. Teachers will plan these lessons.
the appropriate government department. These 'grant-maintaineq: taking account of their pupil’s needs. Schools also decide for
schools get their money directly from central government. This doe themselves which text books and other teaching materials to use.

not mean, however, that there is more central control. Provided the;

fulfil basic requirements, grant-maintained schools do not have t; | 6.2.2 How is Each Pupil's Progress Assessed?

ask anybody else about how to spend their money.
The National Curriculum sets standards of achievement in each

subject for pupils aged 5 to 14. For most subjects these standards
6.2 The National Curriculum range from levels i to 8. Pupils climb up the levels as they get older
and learn roore:

Pupils aged S to 16 in state schools must be taught the Nationa! - the standards at level 2 should challenge typical 7-year-olds;
Curriculum, which made up of the following subjects: English. ] — the standards at level 4 should chailenge typical 11-year-olds;
mathematics, science. design and technology; information technology. — the standards at levels 5 and 6 should challenge typical
history, geography, music, art, physical education (PE) and a modemn 14-year-olds.
foreign language. The National Curriculum sets out, in broad terms, E. More able pupils will reach the standards above these levels, and
what schools must teach for each subject. exceptionally able 14-year-olds may reach the standards above level 8.

The National Curriculum is divided into four stages. These are The National Curricufum for music, art and PE does not use
called key stages and depend on pupil's ages. Pupils going into Key levels 1 to 8. Instead, there is a single description of the standards
Stage 4 before September 1996 do not have to be taught design and that most pupils can expect to reach at the end of a key stage for
technology, information technology and a modern foreign language. each area of learning.

Pupils must also study religious education (RE), and secondary All teachers check their pupil's progress in each subject as a
schools must provide sex education. The content of these two normal part of their teaching. They must also asses pupil's progress
subjects is decided tocally but must remain within the law. The in English, mathematics and science against the National Curriculum
Government also plans to make all secondary schools responsible for standards when pupils reach ages 7, 11 and 14. The teacher decides
providing careers education. which Jevel best describes a pupil's performance in each area of

Schools organise their own timetable, and can decide what elsc learning in the subject. The teacher then uses these to work out an

to teach their pupils. overulf level in that subject.

6.2.1 How does the National Curriculum Work?
6.3 Public Examinations
Every school has National Curricutum documents for each subject.
These documents describe what teachers must teach at each key stage. There are pational tests for 7-, 11- and 14-year-olds in English
Most National Curriculurn subject are divided imo'diff},em and mathematics. Pupils aged 11 and 14 are also tested in science.
areas of learning. For example, English is divided into three areas: The tests give an independent measure of how pupils and schools are
speaking and listening. reading, and writing. doing compared with the national standards in these subjects.
The National Curriculum does not include detailed lesson plans Most 16-year-old take GCSEs or similar qualifications.
for teachers. Schools and teachers draw up their own lesson plans One final point about the persistence of decentralization: there
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are really three, not one, national curricula. There is one for Englang
and Wales, another for Scotland and another for Northern Irelang,
The organization of subjects and the details of the leaming
objectives vary slightly from to the other. There is even a difference
between England and Wales. Only in the latter is the Welgh
language part of the curriculum.

The introduction of the national curriculum is also intended 1o
have an influence on the subject-matter of teaching. At the lower
primary level, this means a greater emphasis on what are known ag
'the three Rs' (Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic). At higher levels, it
mieans a greater emphasis on science and technology. A consequence
of the traditional British approach to education had been the habit of
giving a relatively large amount of attention to the arts and
humanities (which develop the well-rounded human being), and
relatively little to science and technology (which develop the ability
to do specific jobs). The prevailing belief at the time of writing is
that Britain needs more scientists and technicians.

The organization of the exams which schooichildren take from
the age of about fifteen onwards exemplifies both the lack of
uniformity in British education and also the traditional "hands-oft'
approach of British governments. First, these exams are not set by
the government, but rather by independent examining boards. There
are several of these. Everywhere except Scotland (which has its own
single board), each school or LEA decides which board's exams its
pupils take. Some schools even enter their pupils for the exams of
more than one board.

Second, the boards publish a separate syllabus for each subject.
There is no unified school-leaving exam or school-leaving
certificate. Some boards offer a vast range of subjects. In practice.
nearly all pupils do exam in English language, maths and a science
subject, and most also do an exam in technology and one in a foreign
language, usually French. Many students take exams in three or
more additional subjects.

Third, the exams have nothing to do with school years as such.
They are divorced from the school system. There ts nothing to stop a
sixty-five year-old doing a few of them for fun. In practice, of
course, the vast majority of people who do these exams are school
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pupils, but formally it is individual people who enter for these
exams, not pupils in a particular year of school.

An example of the independence of the examining boards is the
decision of one of them (the Northern Examinations Board) in 1992 to
include certain popular television programmes on their English
literature sytlabus. This was against the spirit of the government's
education policy at that time. The idea of 100,000 schoolchildren
setting down tc watch the Australian scap opera Neighbours as part
of their homework made government ministers very angry, but there
f was nothing they could do to stop it (table 3).

6.4 Higher and Further Education

At the age of sixteen people are free to leave school if they want to.
" With Britain's newfound enthusiasm for continuing education (and
because the general level of unemployment is now high), far fewer
sixteen-year-olds go straight out and look for a job than used to. About a
third of them still take this option, however. Most do not find
employment immediately and many take part in training schemes which
involve on-the-job training corbined with part-time college courses.

There has been a great increase in educational opportunities for
people at this age or older in the last quarter of the twentieth century.
About half of those who stay in full-time education will have to
leave their school, either because it does uot have a sixth form or
because it does not teach the desired subjects, and go to a Sixth-form
Collage, or Collage of Further Education.

6.4.1 The Sixth Form

The word 'from' was the usual word to describe a class of puptls
in public schools. It was taken over by some state schools. With the
introduction of the national curriculum it has become common to
refer to 'years’. However, 'from' has been universally retained in the
phrase 'sixth form', which refers to those pupils who are studying
beyond the age of sixteen.




Table 3

Schoo! exams and qualifications

GCSE = General Certificate of
Secondary Education. The exams
taken by most fifteen-to sixteen-
year-olds in England, Wales and
Northem Ireland. Marks are given
for each subjects separately. The
syllabuses and methods of cxami-
nation of the various examining
boards differ. However, there is a
uniform system of marks, all being
eraded from A to G. Grades A, B
and C are regarded as ‘good' grades
SCE = Scottish Certificate of
Education. The Scottish equivalent
of GCSE. These exams are set by
the Scottish Examinations Board.
Grades are awarded in numbers
(1:- the best).
A Levels = Advanced Levels.
Higher-level academic exams set
by the same examining boards that
set GCSE exams. They are taken
mostly by people around the age of
cighteen who wish to go en to
higher education.
SCE 'Highers' = The Scottish
equivalent of A-levels.
GNVQ = General National Voca-
tional Qualification. Courses and
exams in job-related subjects. They
are divided into five levels, the
lowest level being equivalent to
GCSEs/SCEs and the third level o
A-levelsHigher'. Most commonly,
GNVQ courses are studied at
College of Further Education, but
more and more schools are also
| offering themn.

Degree: A qualification from a -,,_v,‘,«
versity. (Other qualifications obtained ,
after secondary education are usualty
called ‘certificate’ or ‘diploma’). Su,. |
dents studying for a first degree are
called undergradduates. When tiey
have been awarded a degree, they
are known as graduates. Most peopfe :
get honours degrees, awarded in
different classes. These are:

Class I (known as "a first)

Class I, II (a 2, 2 or ‘a lower

A students who is below onc of |
these gets a pass degree (i.e. not an

Bachelor's Degree: The general
name for a first degree, most com-
monly a BA (= Bachelor of Arts) or
BSc (= Bachelors of Science). :
Master's Degree: The gencral name |
for a second (postgraduate) degrec.
most commonty an MA or MSc. At
Scottish universities, however, there !
titles are used for first degrees. ;
Doctorate: The highest academic ’
qualification. This usually (but not
everywhere) carries the title PhD (=
Docior of Philosopby). The tume
taken to complete a doctorate varies.
but it is generally expected 1o

involve three vears of more-or-less |

An increasing number do vocational training courses for
| articular jobs and careers. Recent governments have been keen to
ncrease the avaitability of this type of course and its prestige (which
ed to be comparatively low). In England and Wales, for those who
stay in education and study conventional academic subjects, there is
ore specialization than there is in most other countries. Typically, a
pupil spends a whole two years studying just three subjects, usually
related ones, in preparation for taking A level exams, though this is
something else which might change in the near future.

The independence of Britain's educational institutions is most
noticeable in universities. They make their own choice of who to
accept on their courses, There is no right of enfry to umiversity for
anybody. Universities normally select studies on the basis of A-level
result and an interview. Those with better exam grades are more likely
f o be accepted. But in principle there is nothing to stop a university
B accepting a student who has no Adevels at all and conversely, a
b student with top grades in several A-fevels is not guaranteed a place.

The availability of higher education has increased greatly w the
second half of the twentieth century. Nevertheless, finding a university
place is not easy. Universities only take the better students. Because of
this, and also because of the relatively higher degree of personal
supervision of students which the low ratio of students to staff allows,
nearly all university studeats complete their studies — and in a very short
time too! In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, it is onty for modemn
languages and certain vocational studies that students take more than
L ihree years. In Scotland, four years is the norm for most subjects.

Another reason for the low drop-out rate is that 'full-time' really
means full-tire. Students are not supposed to take a job during term
time (normally about thirty to thirty-four weeks of the year). Unless
their parents are rich, they receive a state grant of money which is
intended to cover most of their living expenses during these times.
This includes the cost of accommodation. A large proportion of
students live 'on campus', (or, in Oxford and Cambridge, 'in college’)
or in rooms nearby, which tends to mean that the student 1s
surrounded by a university atmosphere.

However, the expansion of higher education is putting a strain
on these characteristics. More students means more exXpense for the
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state. The govcmmem's response has been to reduce the amount of
the student grant and 1o encoLrage a system of 'top-up' loans instead,
As a result, many more students cannot afford to live away from
home. In 1975 it was cstimated that 80% of all university students
were non-local. This percentage is becoming lower and lower. In
addition, a large number of students are being forced to 'moonlight
(that is, secretly do a part-time job). A further result of increased
numbers of students without a corresponding increase in budgets is
that the student/staff ratio has been getting higher. All of these
developments threaten to reduce the traditionally high quality of
British university education. They also threaten to reduce its
availability to students from low-income families.

6.4.2 Types of University

There are no important official or legal distinctions between the
various types of university in the country. Bul is possible to discern
a few broad categories.

Oxbridge

This name denotes the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, both
founded in the medieval period. They are federations of semi-
independent colleges, each college having its own staff, known as
"Fellows'. Most college have their own dining hall, library and chapel
and contain enough accommodation for at least half of their students.
The Feliows teach the cotlege students, either one-to-one or in very
smalt groups (known as 'tutorials’ in Oxford and 'supervisions’ in
Cambridge). Oxbridge has the lowest student/staff ratio in Britain.
Lectures and laboratory work are organized at university level. As well
as the college libraries, there are the two university libraries, both of
which are legally entitled to a free copy of every book published in
Britain. Before 1970 all Oxbridge colleges were single-sex {mostly for
men). Now, the majority admit both sexes.

The old Scottish Universities

By 1600 Scotland boasted four universities. They were Glasgow,
Edinburgh. Aberdeen and St. Andrews. The last of these resembles
Oxbridge in many ways, while the other three are more like civic
universities in that most of the students live ai home or find their

own rooms in town. At all of them the pattern of study is closer o
the continental tradition than to the English one — there is less
specialization than at Oxbridge.

The early nineteenth-century English universities

Durham University was founded in 1832. Its collegiate living
arrangements are similar 10 Oxbridge, but academic maiters are
organized at university level. The University of London started in
E 1836 with just two colleges. Many more have joined science, scattered
widely around the city, so that each collage (most are non-residential)
is almost a separate university. The central organization is responsible
for little more than exams and the awarding of degrees (table 3).

The older civic (‘'redbrick’) universities

During the nineteenth century various institutes of higher edu-
| cation, usually with a technical bias, sprang up in the new industrial
towns and cities such as Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds. Their
. buildings were of local material, often brick, in contrast to the stone of
| older universities (hence the name, ‘redbrick’). They catered enly for
: local people. At first, they prepared students for London University
b degrees. but later they were given the right to award their own degrees,
and so became universities themsetves. In the mid twentieth century
they started to accept students from all over the country.

The campus universities

These are purpose-built institutions located in the countryside
but close to towns. Examples are East Anglia, Lancaster. Sussex and
Warwick. They have accommodation for most of their students on
site and from their beginning, mostly in the early 1960s, attracted
students from all over the country. (Many were known as centres of
student protest in the late 1960s and early 1970s). They tend to
emphasize relatively 'mew' academic disciplines such as social
sciences and to make greater use than other universities of teaching
in small groups, often known as 'seminars’.

The newer civic universities

These were originally technical colleges set up Y local
authorities in the first sixty years of this century. Their upgrading to
university status took place in two waves. The first wave occurred in
the mid 1960s, when ten of them (e.g. Aston in Birmingham, Salford
pear Manchester and Strathclyde in Glasgow) were promoted in this
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way. Then, in the early 1970s, another thirty became ‘polytechnics',
which meant that as well as continuing with their former courses,
they were allowed to teach degree courses (the degrees bemg
awarded by a national body). In the early 1990s most of these (and
also some other colleges) became universities. Their most notable
feature is flexibility with regard to studying arrangements, including
‘sandwich’ courses (i.e. studies mterrupted by periods of time outside
edncation). They are now all financed by central government.

6.4.3 The Open University

This 1s one development in education in which Britain can to
have led the world. It was started in 1969. It aliows people who do
not have the opportunity to be ordinary 'students' to study for a
degree. Its courses are taught through television, radio and specially
written coursebooks. Its students work with tutors, to whom they
send their written work and with whom they then discuss it, either at
meetings or through correspondence. In the summer. they have to
attend short residential courses of about a week.

Questions

1 What is the compulsory school age in Britain?

2 The story of British schools: After 1944 almost all children
attended one of two kinds of school. What were they called? What was
the difference between them? In the 1960s this system was changed.
What kind of school was introduced? What effect did the change have?

3 The private sector: Is the public school system socially
divisive? Can state education be as good as the private system?

4 Name the two basic public examinations to assess English pupils
at the age of sixteen and after another two voluntary years of schooling.

5 Educational reforms i the 1980s: Is the introduction of the
National Curriculum likely to have good results?

6 What is the structure of the British Higher education?

7 What in your opinion, are the strengths and weaknesses of
Bntams education system compared to Belarus?
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