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BBEJIEHUE

B npaktayeckoe nocobue BIUTIOYEHB! TEMATHYECKHE TEKCThI H KOM-
MYHHKATHBHBIE YIPaXKHEHHA, 2 TAIOKE TPAHIMOHHbIE A3bIKOBBIE YIPaX-
HEHMI, HarpaB/ieHHBIC HA AaBTOMATH3ALIMIO HaBBIKOB YCTHOM peyn.

[pakTiyeckoe MocodHe COCTOHT M3 TATH TEMATHYECKHX YPOKOB,
KaXK/blil W3 KOTOPbIX pa3feiieH Ha HECKOAbKO YacTei, o0BeIHHeHHBIX
onHO#H Temoii. B kaxzom paszene conepxurces 60bmoe KOMHYECTRO Te-
MaTHYECKHX TeKCTOB PAa3HOrO YPOBHA CJIOKHOCTH, YTO JAeT BO3MOM-
HOCTh TIPENIONABATENIO MCIIONB30BaTh HX 110 CBOEMY YCMOTpeHHIo, Tek-
CThI CHA0MKEHb! YPaXKHEHHAMH, HAMPABICHHBIMA HA KOHTPO/b NOHUMa-
HHUS IPOYHTAHHOIO, OTPAabOTKY CONepKALIMXCA B TEKCTAX A3HIKOBLIX AB-
nenui. B npakthueckoM nocobuH comepkarcs IHANOTH, WUTOCTPH-
pylouge ynoTpedieHHe H3yUeHHOH NeKCHKH B CHTyauMsx oluleHms, a
TaKKe ayTEHTHYHBIE TEKCTBI PA3IHYHOTO YPOBHA CIOKHOCTH JUIS AONOM-
HUTEJIBHOTO TTCHHA.

[ensmu nocoOna ABNAETCH OKa3aHHe NOMOIIH CTyIeHTam 2 Kypca
HEA3BIKOBBIX CIELMANLHOCTEH YHHBEPCHTETa B HAaKOILIGHHH M CHCTEMa-
TH3alHH HeoOXOTHMOrO CIOBAPHOTO 3amnaca M PasBHTHH HABHIKOB YCT-
HO#f peys o NpejuiaraeMbiM TEMaM.

Unit One BELARUS

DISCUSSION POINTS

1 From the history of Belarus

2 Geographical position of Belarus

3 Science, economy, industry and agriculture

4 Welcome to Belarus National traditions and holidays

1 From the history of Belarus
1.1 Topical Vocabulary

\ Ex. 1 Pay attention to the following words. Pick out sentences with

these¢ words from the text and read them out:

Slavic — cnaBaHCKui,

Krivichi — kpaBa4n,

Dregovichi — aperosrun,

Radimichi — pamwmirim,

the Revolutionary Workers and Peasants Government of Byelorussia — pe-
BOMIOLIHOHHOE NPABHTENLCTBO pabounx i KpecThaH Benopyccnn

\  Ex.2 Practise saying the following proper names:
~ the Mongols and Tatars — MOHTOO-TaTaps!
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania — Bemixoe keskecTso JInTOBCKOE
Swedish — mBenckmit
King Charles 12 — Koposs Kapn 12
Napoleon — Hanoneon
Rzecz Pospolita — Peas IMocnomyras

Ex. 3 Read these international words and try to guess their meaning:

Associate, non-occupied, contrast, version, feudal, feudalism, territorial,
economic, contingent, command, invasion, feudal, exploit, prologue, command,
monument, economy, culture, factory, collective, organize, industrial center,
sovereignty.

Ex. 4 Read out the following words and memorize them:

to stick (v) MPUKPEIUIATCS, PUCTABATE,

precise (adj) TOUHBIN, OMpe/IeeHHbIN, YETKUIH




linen (n) Genpé

presume (v) npenanosaraTh, CYHTaTh

pagan (n) A3BITHHK

antiquity (n) AHTHYHOCTh

ancestor (n) npenok

emergence (n) ToABJIEHHE

annex (V) MPHCOEAWHATH

disintegration () pacrnaj

arable (adj) TAaXOTHbIH

supersede (v) BBITECHATH

plunder (v) rpabuTh, BOPOBaTH

decisive (adj) pemaromni

resistance (n) CONPOTHB/ICHHE

magnate (n) Marsar

revive (v) BO3POKIATH

centenary (n) CTOJIETHE, CTOJIETHSA MOJ{OBIIHHA
horror (n) yxac

rout (V) pa30uBaTh HAaronoBy; obpaumare B GercTBo
defeat (n) pasrpoM

Ex. 5 Read out these phrasal verbs and expressions several times till
you remember them:

to go back (to) BOCXOIHTH K
to put down to smth TPHATIACHIBATE (4.-J1.), OOBACHATS (4.-11.)
to lead to a collapse of the npHBOAWTL K pacmaxy KPOBHOPOICTBEHHBIX 06-

kinship community IHH

to live through NePeXHTh

to stand for 03HadaTh

in honour of smth B 4eCTh Yero-nibo

to be in bondage to smb, smth  6sITb B pabcTse (3aBHCHMOCTH) Y KOFO-TO, Hero-
TO

to have an impact on smth ~ oka3biBaTh BIMSHME Ha KOFO-THOO

Ex. 6 Match the English words and their Russian equivalents:

1) emergence a) deomanbHbie BOMHHEL
2) pagan b) marnar
3) ancestor ©) yxac

4) feudal wars . d) nossnenue

5) magnate €) pacnax

6) to plunder f) s3BraHEK

7) horror g) BO3POXIaTh

8) disintegration h) mpenox

9) resistance i) rpabuTh, BOpoBaTH
10) to revive j) conpoTuBneHHe

Ex. 7 Make sure you know all the words in the box. Then read their
definitions and match the words with their definitions:

pagan, to revive, bondage, to rout, ancestor, disintegration, to put down to, antig-
uity, linen, to annex, to maintain, to supersede, plunder

— ~clothes made of flax;

~ aperson who is not a believer in any of the chief religions of the world;

—~ torob (people) especially during war or civil disorder;

—  to take possession of territory;

~  old times, especially before the Middle Ages;

~ falling apart;

—  to come or bring back into use again;

— any of those persons from whom one is descended, especially one more
remote than a grandparent;

—  to state; declare; assert as true;

— to take the place of;

- to attribute to;

- slavery; servitude;

- to defeat completely.

Ex. 8 Give the Russian equivalents to the following words and phrases:

present day, the term «Belaya Rusy, local peasants, linen clothes, fair hair,
non-occupied, goes back to antiquity, lived through the disintegration of the
tribal society, the home of three fraternal peoples, feudal wars, foreign invasions,
the horrors of the Mongols and Tatars conquest, the Polish magnates, were
placed in bondage, the troops of the Swedish King Charles XII, under the com-
mand of Peter the Great, to rout the Swedish contingent, a prologue to the fa-
mous battle of Poltava, in honour of that event, to celebrate the centenary of the
war, a decisive impact. .




1.2 Text

Ex. 9 Read the text and get ready to speak about the history of your na-
tive country:

FROM THE HISTORY OF BELARUS

Belaya Rus. The term «Belaya Rus» was for the first time used in the 12®
century. Up to the 15 century it was also common in north-east Rus. Lands
which are the Republic’s territory today were originally called «Belaya Rusy in
the 14™ century and the name stuck to these lands.

The origin of the name, however, has so far never been precise. Some re-
searchers put it down to the white colour of local peasants’ everyday linen
clothes and to their fair hair. Others associate it with the direct meaning of the
word «belyi» which stands for «elean, non-occupied, free, and independent».
They presume that old Rus’s lands which had not been captured neither by the
Mongols and Tatars nor by Lithuania were called «Belaya Rus» in those early
days. Still others maintain that «Belaya Rus» was the land inhabited by Chris-
tians unlike «Chernya (black) Rus» where pagans lived. There are also other
versions of the name’s origin.

The history of Belarus goes back to antiquity. In the Middle Ages the terri-
tory of present day Belarus was populated by Eastern Slavic tribes. The ancestors
of the Belarusians were the Krivichi, Radimichi and Dregovichi. They lived in
the basins of the Dnieper and the Zapadnaya Dvina rivers where they hunted,
fished and farmed.

In the 6™ — 8* centuries they lived through the disintegration of the tribal
society and the emergence of feudalism. The development of arable farming led
to the collapse of the kinship communities based on territorial and economic re-
lations. The tribes began to develop external relations. There was a need in a
united state, and it appeared at the beginning of the 9" century. It was Kievskaya
Rus — the home of three fraternal peoples — the Russians, the Ukrainians and the
Belarusians. Feudal wars and foreign invasions plundered these lands.

In the second half of the 13" century the Grand Duchy of Lithuania an-
nexed Belarus. In 1569 Rzecz Pospolita was formed with the aim to struggle
against the Principality of Moscow. Later, at the end of the 17" century the Bela-
rusian people were placed in bondage to the Polish feudal lords who exploited
them cruelly. It was also invaded by the troops of the Swedish King Charles XII.

In 1708 the Russian troops under the command of Peter the Great routed the
Swedish troops which were crossing Belarus to join Charles’s army. It was a
prologue to the famous battle of Poltava which stopped the Swedish intervention.
At the end of the 18® century Belarus was annexed by Russia.

In 1812 Belarus was invaded by Napoleon. A few months later the French
were defeated and driven westwards. To commemorate that event and to cele-
brate the centenary of the war with Napoleon the citizens of Vitebsk erected a
monument which stands on the Uspenski hill.

On January 1, 1919 the Revolutionary Workers and Peasants” Government
of Byelorussia proclaimed the formation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic. In 1922 it became a member of the former USSR. This act had a deci-
sive impact on the development of its economy and culture. In 1939 Western
Belarus, occupied since 1921 by Poland, joined Byelorussia. By the end of the
thirties a great number of large and small plants and factories were built
throughout the republic. Minsk, Gomel, Mogilev, Grodno, Vitebsk, Brest, Bo-
bruisk, Orsha and other cities grew into important industrial centres. A lot of
collective and state farms were organized, the national arts and literature, science
and education developed rapidly. But the peaceful labour of the people was inter-
rupted by a new war.

World War 1T brought to the country innumerable losses. More than 2 mil-
lion people or nearly every forth of the entire population of the country died in
the war. Numerous Belarusian villages and towns were burned to ashes. But Bel-
arus has restored its cities and rebuilt its economy.

Belarus proclaimed its sovereignty on July 27, 1991. And since then the
Republic of Belarus has taken its place in Eastern Europe as a new independent
state.

1.3 Topical Exercises

Ex. 10 Answer the following questions:

1. When was the term «Belaya Rus» used for the first time? 2. How did
people try to explain the origin of the word Belarus? 3. Who were the ancestors
of the Belarusians? 4. Where did they live? 5. When did the disintegration of the
tribal society take place? 6. What were the consequences of the development of
arable farming? 7. What happened at the beginning of the 9* century? 8. What
was Kievskaya Rus like? 9. What was formed in 1569? 10. Who exploited the
Belarusian people? 11. When did the troops of the Swedish king Charles XII
invade Belarus? 12. Who routed the Swedish troops? 13. What country annexed
Belarus at the end of the 18 century? 14. When did Napoleon invade Belarus?
15. When did the citizens of Vitebsk erect the monument on the Uspenski hill?




Why? 16. When was the Byelorussian Soviet Socialis: iepublic proclaimed? 17.
How did the economy and culture develop before World War I1? 18. What dam-
age did World War II bring to Belarus? 19. When did Belarus proclaim its sover-
eignty?

Ex. 11 Agree or disagree to the following statements:

1. The ancestors of the Belarusians were Anglo-Saxes. 2. They lived in the
basin of the Svisloch. 3. Tt was Kievskaya Rus that united three fraternal peoples.
4. In 1569 the Mongols and Tatars annexed Belarus. 5. The Polish feudal lords
exploited the Belarusian people cruelly. 6. The troops under the command of
Peter the Great helped the Belarusian people in their struggle with Napoleon. 7.
In 1812 Belarus was invaded by the fascist Germany. 8. On January 1, 1919 the
Revolutionary Workers and Peasants’ Government of Byelorussia proclaimed
the formation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic. 9. By the end of the
30-ies the life of the Belarusians was unhappy. 10. Belarus has experienced the
horrors of numerous invasions.

Ex. 12 Fill in the table with the events from the text: N
Dates Answers
The 6™ -8% century
The 9th century
The 13" century
1569
1708
1812
January 1,1919
1921
1922
1939
1991

Ex. 13 Work in groups. Find out from your partners:
- what they know about the origin of the name «Belaya Rusy,
— who inhabited Belarus in the Middle Ages;

— what they know about the ancestors of the Belarusians;

—  what led to the collapse of the kinship communities;

- what events took place on the territory of Belarus in the first half of the
20" century;

—  when Belarus became an independent state.

Ex. 14 Prove that:
— the history of Belarus is packed with hardships and ordeals;
—  Belarus was invaded by Napoleon.

1.4 Supplementary reading
Ex. 15 Read thetext and get ready to speak about the Radzivill family:

THE RADZIVILLS

There were a lot of noble families in the history of Belarus; however none
was more renowned than the Radzivill family. The story of the members of this
family occupies many pages in the modern encyclopedia of Belarus. The family
left its imprint on a wide variety of human endeavours — from public and politi-
cal life to culture and education. Members of the family were leaders in wars
against the enemies of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and later of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth and the Russian Empire. For centuries they had been
meticulously collecting and preserving books, documents, paintings, weaponry,
and other rare and valuable objects that could fill entire museums. With their
own money, the Radzivills built painting shops in Bierascie (nowadays Brest),
Nesvizh, and other Belarusian cities. Not only did they influence politics, eco-
nomics and culture of their nation, but they often did it according to their own
needs, aspirations and tastes. History has preserved a lot of names of the Radziv-
ill family. Let us recollect some of them here.

Barbara Radzivill (1520-1551), the Queen of Poland and Duchess of
Lithuania was the most beautiful woman of her time. It is written in the chroni-
cles that she was «triumphant in her beauty and love affairs». Indeed, the love
she awoke in the heart of the Polish King Zyhimont I August was called «the
love affair of the century».

Nickolay Radzivill Chorny (The Black) (1515-1565) filled high and re-
sponsible posts in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania: great chancellor, governor (va-
javoda) of Vilno (capital of the Great Duchy, nowadays Vilnius, the capital of
Lithuania), major of Bierascie (nowadays Brest), Kounia (nowadays Kaunas in
Lithuania) and Barysau and administrator of Livonia. Throughout his entire po-
litical career he pursued a firm policy of strengthening the sovereignty of the




Belarusian state, and skilifully implemented agrarian and sconomic reforx?ls D}xe
to his consistent political positions, our state reached its highest prosperity with
its public life based on legal principles. His efforts and sponsprshxp led to' ﬂ_w

blish of large publishing centers in Belarus. Duke Nickolay Radzivill
was fluent in the Belarusian, Polish and other European languages.

His son Nickolay Kristof Radzivill Sirotka (1549-1616), an ardent (_Tatholic,
headed the fight against Calvinism and issued orders to bumn book; published by
Calvinist printing houses. He was famous as the author of a demlgd travelogue
describing his journey to Jerusalem, Syria, Egypt and other «exotic» countries
and places.

In 1726 Prince Mikhail Kazimir Radzivill (Rybonka) (1702-1762) began to
take care of his estate and land again. The historians suggest that it was Prince
Mikhail who had rebuilt the town and the castle in Nesvizh. He filled high state
posts, possessed the largest (at that time) parcels of land. In those years, his wife
Franciska Ursula Radzivill (1705-1753), who was writing comedies and dramas,
established the first Slavic secular theatre in Nesvizh. Dramas, operas and ballets
were staged there. Slutsk ballet school was attached to the theatre. Thl.? t.heat:je
was in action till 1760. That was also the time of restoration of book printing in
Nesvizh.

Ex. 16 Fill in the table 2 with the main events from the text:

Dates Answers
1520-1551
1515-1563

1549-1616
1586
1705-1753
1706
1726
1702-1762
1760

Ex. 17 Draw the family tree of the Radzivills.

Ex. 18 Read the text and get ready to spesk about Francisk Scaryna.

WHAT WAS DR. SKARYNA?

In 1990 Belarusians celebrated the 500th anniversary of the birth of Doctor
Francisk Skaryna, the first translator and publisher of the Bible (1517-1519) in
the Belarusian language. Skaryna’s work had a profound influence both on the
cultural development of Belarus and on the Belarusian patriotic movement. Bela-
rusian printing owes its beginnings to Dr. Francisk Skaryna, a prominent scholar
and humanist.

Dr. Skaryna was born into a family of a wealthy merchant in the old Bela-
rusian city of Polotsk in 1490. He received elementary education in his native
town. From 1504 till 1506 he studied at Krakow University. He graduated from
the university with the Bachelor's degree in philosophy and later, in 1512, he
successfully passed his examinations at the university of Padua and got his Doc-
tor’s degree in medicine. He was a true Renaissance man — his intellectual inter-
ests embraced theology, literature, linguistics, poetry, art, law, medicine, botany
and printing. It should be mentioned that he was a very educated man. He knew
the Polish, old Jewish, Greek and Latin languages. He was the author of a num-
ber of admirable Byzantine-rite hymns and prayers, as well as of the first known
examples of Belarusian verse.

Scaryna began his publishing activity in Prague in 1517. From 1517 till
1519 he published 19 books under the common title «The Russian Bibley. The
most important of his achievements was the translation of the Bible into the Bel-
arusian language and printing it, first in Prague, and then in Vilno. Skaryna’s
Belarusian Bible was the second work printed in his native Slavonic language.
He wrote little whilst translating the Bible, but in the fashion of the day he hinted
much, particularly in his superb engravings. Scaryna was also skilled in the art of
heraldy. Like other translators at that time, he wanted «to make knowledge avail-
able to people in their own language». He said, «I vow the Belarusian language
will become a language of books, and not only of speech».

At the beginning of 1520 Scaryna went to Vilno where he founded the first
printing-house. In 1522 he published «The Small Travelling Book» («Manasa
1a21apoAKHas KHikbia») and in 1525 — «The Apastole.

Unfortunately, we know very little about the last years of Scaryna’s life. It
is only known that in 1530 Scaryna was a private secretary and a family doctor
of the bishop of Vilno. In 1535 Scaryna again went to Prague where he worked
as a Gardener Royal to Ferdinand I Hapsburg, King of Bohemia and later Holy
Roman Emperor. It is supposed that Scaryna died in 1541.

In the centre of Polotsk you can see a monument to Francisk Scaryna. There
is Scaryna’s square in Minsk and the main street of the city is named after him.
Minsk is the seat of the international Francisk Scaryna Belarusian Language So-




ciety, and the libraries of the city hold a number of rare volumes of his printed
works.

«Scaryna is without doubt the most outstanding figure in the entire panoply

of Belarusian culture» wrote Prof. A.B.McMillan.

Ex. 19 Comprehension check. Choose the best alternative. According

to the text:

1 Doctor Franzisk Scaryna was

a) the first person who started to write in the Belarusian language;

b) the first translator and printer of the Bible in the Belarusian language;
¢) the first who translated all religious books into the Belarusian language.
2 Scaryna’s engravings illustrating the Bible were

a) metaphoric;

b) very simple;

c) undecipherable.

3 Dr. Skaryna was boru into
a) a family of a wealthy merchant in the old Belarusian city of,Polotsk in

1490;

b) afamily of a wealthy bishop in the old Belarusian city of Brest in 1490;
c) a family of a poor merchant in the old Belarusian city of Polotsk in

1490.

bley;

4 After finishing his education in his native town he

a) began to work as a translator and printer;

b) continued to study at Krakow University;

c) wentto live in Vilno.

5 He graduated from the University of Krakow

a) with the Doctor’s degree in medicine;

b) with the Bachelor’s degree in philosophy;

¢) with the Bachelor’s degree in arts.

6 Scaryna began his publishing activity

a) inPaduain 1517;

b) in Polotsk in 1915;

c) in Prague in 1517.

7 The most important of his achievements was

a) the translation of the Bible into Belarusian and its publication;
b) the publication of 19 books under the common title «The Russian Bi-

c) the foundation of the printing-house.
8 Scaryna printed the books in the Belarusian language because

a) he wanted to make Belarusian an international language;
b) he wanted to make knowledge available to people in their own lan-

guage;

¢) Belarusian was an international language at that time.
9 While living in Vilno in 1520 Scaryna

a) opened a new school for Belarusian children

b) founded the first printing-house;

c) printed some new books in English.

10 Later on Scaryna

a) founded the first Belarusian school;

b) worked as a teacher in one of the schools of Vilno;

¢) was a secretary and a family doctor of Vilno’s bishop.

11 When Scaryna came to Prague in 1535 he
a) was invited to work in the town's hospital;
b) worked in the king's botanical garden;

c) founded a new printing-house.

Ex. 20 Work in groups. Find out from your partners:
—  when and where F.Scaryna was born;
— what education he got;
—  why Francisk Skaryna printed his books in Belarusian;
- what they know about the last years of Scaryna’s life;
—  why Prof. McMillan considered Scaryna the most outstanding figure in
Belarusian culture.

Ex. 21 Prove that:
— Franzisk Scaryna was an educated man;
—  Scaryna is greatly respected by Belarusian people.

2 Geographical position of Belaras
2.1 Topical Vocabulary

homeland n. - oteuecrso, poanHa

sovereign a. — CyBepeHHbil, He3aBHCHMBII
independent a. — biii, CAMOCTOSTENBHBIH
state emblem —~ rocyzapcr 1it rep6

anthem 11. ~ rMH

extreme a. — caMblit




plain n. — paBHHEHa

within the basin — B 6acceiite (pexn)

to stretch v. — AMeTh IPOTAKEHHE, MPOCTAPATELCA, TAHYTBCA
rolling a. — XonMHCTBIH

particularly adv. — 0cobeHHO, B 0COOEHHOCTH
NUMErouS a. — MHOrOYHCIEHHBIH

depth n. — rrybuna

transparent 2. — IPO3paYHbIi

scenery n. — neizax

aurochs n. — 3y06p

diverse a. — pa3sHo0Opa3Hblii, pasHbLi

elk m. — noce

deer 0. — oneHb{07CHNA)

wild boar n. — kabau

beaver n. - 600p

lynx n. — peich

myriad n. ~MApHajibl, HECMETHOE THCI0

mighty a. — MOryIIecTBERHBEA, MOTIHBIH ‘
grove 1. - poia

maritime a. — MOPCKOH, IPHMOPCKHi

heritage 1. — HACNEACTBO, HACTIEAHE

officially adv. — opunmanss0

CIS — CHT" (Conpywectso Heszasncimbix I'ocynapcTs)
founder-member n. — FoCy1apCTBO-OCHOBATENH

to be noted for v. — npumMedaTenbAbIH (IeM-T0)
temperate a. — yMepeHHbIH (0 KTMMaTe)

unique a. — yHHKaJIbHbIH

Ex. 22 Read the text and get ready to speak about the geographical po-
sition of Belarus.

Belarus is my homeland. Officially it is called the Republic of Belarus, a
sovereign independent state with its own government, constitution, state emblem,
flag and anthem. Belarus is a member-state of the CIS (Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States) and one of the UN (United Nations) founder-members.

Belarus is situated nearly in the centre of Europe in the extreme western
part of the East-European Plain within the basins of the Dnieper, the Western
Dvina and the Upper Neman. It borders on Poland in the west, the Baltic States —
Lithuania and Latvia — in the north-west, on Russia in the north and east, on the
Ukraine in the south.

Belarus stretches for 560 kilometres from south to north and for 650 kilo-
metres from east to west. It occupies the territory of 207.6 thousand square kilo-
metres. It is much larger than such countries as Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Greece, Hungary, Portugal. Czech Republic and Slovakia. Its present-day popu-
lation is about 10.3 min people: 78% of Belarusians, 12% of Russians, 4% of
Poles and 2% of Ukrainians. 68% of the population live in towns and cities. The
largest of which are Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk, Mogilev, Grodno and Brest.

Belarus is situated on a rolling plain rising to hills, the highest of which is
Mount Dzerzhinskaya (350 metres high).

There are more than 3,000 rivers in Belarus. The Dnieper, Neman, Western
Dvina. Pripyat, Berezina, Sozh and Viliya are more than 500 kilometres long
each.

Belarus is a lake-country. There are about 10,800 lakes here. The lakes are
particularly numerous in the North. The largest is Lake Naroch — 80 square
kilometres. The lakes are noted for their great depth, transparent water and beau-
tiful scenery.

A third of Belarus is under forest. The largest forests are called pushchas.
The Belovezhskaya Pushcha is famous for its aurochs (European bisons). Fauna
is rich and diverse there: one can see elks and deer, wild boars and wolves, bears
and foxes, beavers and lynxes, not mentioning myriads of birds.

Forests, pinewoods, mighty oak groves, birch groves and all sorts of other
mixed forest formations are the charm, wealth and pride of our homeland.

Belarus is situated in the Temperate Zone of 200-500 kilometres away from
the Baltic Sea. The climate of Belarus varies from maritime to continental due to
a strong influence of the Atlantic. This results in temperate and mild climate.

The territory of Belarus is divided into 6 regions: Brest. Vitebsk. Gomel.
Grodno. Minsk, and Mogilev. The capital of Belarus is Minsk with a population
of about 2 min people.

By the way. Belarus is a country of unique history and rich cultural heri-
tage. It is an interesting region from the tourist point of view.

Ex. 23 Find the following sentences in the text.

| OduimanbE0 OHA HA3BIBACTCH Pecry6muka Benapych. 310 CyBEpeHHOS
HE3ABHCHMOE TOCYIApCTBO, CO CBOMM NPABHTENBCTBOM, KOHCTHTYIMeH, rocy-
JACTBEHHBIM TepioM, (iaroM 1 TEMHOM.

2 Benapych HaXOMHTCA TOYTH B LEHTPE EBpOITEL, B CaMOIf 3anajiHoH 3acTH
BocTouHo-EBp i p i1 B tine Jluenpa, 3anamsoll JIBuHBI H
BepxHero Tedenns Hemana.

3 O3épa npuMeqaTeNbHbl cBoeii TyOWHOM, TPO3PaYHOCTBI0 BOA U Kpaco-
TO#H Nei3aKe. .

"lomensCki A3RPKayHb! yHIBEPCITIT

Ycranosa anykausl
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4 Jleca, cocHoBeie Gopsi, Ay6pasbl ¢ MOTyguMH /1y5aM, GepésoBeie pol
H BCE B! CMCIIAHHLIX JIECOB ABNAIOTCA 04apOBAHHEM, GOTaTCTBOM H ropZo-
CTHiO Hamiel Poause!.

5 Benapycs — cTpana ¢ yRMKQIBHOM HCTOPHEI B GOraThiM KYJAbTYPHbIM Ha-
creaneM. OHa HATEpPECHa H C TYPHCTHYECKOH TOYKH 3pEHHA.

Ex. 24 Fill in the gaps with the words and expressions from the text.

%. Belarus is my ... . 2. Belarus ... for 560 kilometres from ... to ... and for
650 kilometres from ... to ... . 3. The lakes are in the North. 4. Th.e largest
fofeSts are called ... . 5. The Belovezhskaya Pushcha is famous for its . 6. The
climate of Belarus varies from ... to ... due to a strong ... of the Atlantic. e

Ex. 25 Finish up the sentences using the given variants.
1 Belarus is a member-state of
a) the CIS,
b) the NATO.
c) the UNESCO.
2 Tts present-day population is %
a) about 260 million people.
b) about 10.3 million people.
c) over 1.5 million people.
3 The highest mountain is Mt.Dzerzhinskaya reaching
a) 978 metres above sea level.
b) 3210 metres above sea level.
€) 350 metres above sea level.
from4 Belarus is situated in the Temperate Zone of 200-500 kilometres away
a) the Atlantic Ocean.
b) the Baltic Sea.
¢) the Black Sea.

Ex.26 Answer the questions.

1 Is Belarus a member of the UNO?

2 What countries does Belarus border on?

3 Is Belarus a large country?

4 What are the largest rivers and lakes?

5 Why are our forests the charm, wealth and the pride of our homeland?
6 How many regions is Belarus divided into? '

Ex. 27 Split the text into parts and think up appropriate titles

Ex. 28 Put the following points into the order while looking through
the text. See if this outline fully reflects the contents of the text

1 The climate of Belarus.

2 A sovereign, independent state.

3 The size and population of Belarus.

4 The forests of Belarus.

5 Rivers and lakes.

6 The geographical position of Belarus.

Ex. 29 Make a retelling of the text paying special attention to the
points of your plan

1 The geographical position of Belarus.

2 The population of Belarus.

3 The climate of Belarus.

Ex. 30 Scan this passage to find information about these things:
—  State flag
—  The highest executive power
—  The Parliament
—  The Prime Minister

Belarus is a presidential republic. In 1991 Belarus became an independent
state with its own government, constitution, state emblem and flag. A state flag
has 2 horizontal stripes. The upper stripe is of red colour, the lower one is green.
There is also a vertical national red ornament against the white background. The
red colour of the flag symbolizes the sun, without which our life on the Earth is
impossible. The ancient associated red colour with beauty. The tradition to use
green colour has its deep roots. It's a symbol of our land full of green woods and
meadows. It is the colour of life and nature. The white colour of the national or-
nament's background is a symbol of purity and freedom. It reflects the name of
our country "Belarus" that means "White Rus".

The highest executive power is vested in a President elected for a five-year
term. The Parliament — National A bly — is a repr ive and legislative
body of the Republic of Belarus. The Parliament consists of two chambers: the
House of Representatives and the Soviet of the Republic. The executive power is
performed by a Council of Ministers headed by a premier. The Prime Minister is
appointed by the President. Officially it is called the Republic of Belarus. It is a
member-state of the Commonwealth of Independent States and it also performs




the duties of a member of the United Nation Organization. Belarus participates in
the work of more than 70 international organizations of UN system on problems
of political, economic, scientific, social life, human rights. Belarus takes an ac-
tive part in the life of the world Community and stands for the international co-
operation. Our country uses every opportunity to tell the people of the world
about the disaster that Chernoby! brought to our people.

The judicial power in the republic is performed by courts. Control over the
constitutional compliance of normative acts in the country is fulfilled by the
Constitutional Court. Supervision of the exact and uniform execution of laws by
all bodies of state management, local councils and other legal, and also physical
persons is carried out by the General Prosecutor of the Republic of Belarus.

Ex. 31 Read the following text about Minsk and pick out the facts iltus-
trating that this modern city is the capital of our great country

MINSK - THE CAPITAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS -

More than 2000 years ago on the banks of the Nemiga and Svisloch rivers
came into existence the city of Minsk or Mensk as it was called before. The
name of the city is believed to be associated with the river Menka that flowed
into lake Ptych not far from the city — But the legends say that the city derives its
name from the word «mena» as in the ancient times there was a barter market on
the right bank of the river Svisloch. Mensk was first mentioned in a chronicle in
1067. In the 12th century Mensk became the centre of the independent princi-
pality. In the late 13th century the principality of Mensk became part of the Great
Duchy of Lithuania.

The 14-15" centuries were very important in the life of Mensk and its in-
habitants. It was the period when the Belarusian nation was formed with its na-
tional language and culture. In the middle of the 16" century the Lithuania
Princes united with the Polish Kingdom and formed a joined State Rzecz Po-
spolita. It was at that period when Mensk, was renamed into Minsk. Till the |8®
century the Belarusian people were placed in bondage to Polish feudal lords who
exploited them cruelly.

In the 18" century (1793) Belarus was annexed by Russia. Tt was turned
into a province with Minsk as its centre. In 1812 the Napoleon troops burnt the
city. In the 20" century the foreign invaders not once occupied the Belarasian
capital: in 1918 it was occupied by Germany: in 1919-1920 by Poland.

During the World War II our capital was almost completely desq0yed by
the fascist invaders. We can say that in the post-war years it was rebuilt anew.
This year we are going to celebrate 936" anniversary. S

At present Minsk is the capital of the Republic of Belarus \\fhnch is ':m md.e-
pendent state with its own state symbols, Parliament and Pr_esldem. It’s a big
growing city with the population of about 2 million. It occupies an area of 200
square kilometres. ) = .

Every visitor admires the city with its beaun.ful bmldm.gs, wide streets a{ld
avenues, green parks and fine monuments. Minsk is also a ‘blg traffic centre with
a large network of roads, railways, airlines and two Metro lines.

It goes without saying that Minsk is an industrial centre of Belams There
are hundreds of plants and factories in the city which produce various gpods.
Tractors and lorries, motorcycles and bicycles, TV-sets and watches, refrigera-
tors and computers, textile and footwear are manufacture here. Our Belarus trac-
tors and MAZ trucks enjoy a high reputation both in our country and abroad.

Minsk is also known as a city of science and students. There are many state
and commercial institutions which train specialists in different fields of economy

ocial life. )
ud sThe cultural life of the Belarusian capital is varied and very interesting. In
Minsk there are many museums and exhibitions, a number of theatres ?nd con-
cert halls, a circus and dozens of cinemas, libraries and clubs. The leading t.he:‘a-
tres here are the Opera and Ballet Theatre, the Yanka Kupala State Acaden?w
Theatre and the Gorky Russian Drama Theatre which are extremely popular with

blic.
s pu}\ﬁnh sk is a Hero-City. It was honoured with the title in 1974 for the courage
and heroism displayed by its residents during the World War II.. ’ )
The inhabitants of Minsk and all the Belarusians love their capital. It is at-
tractive in every season of the year.

Ex. 32 Answer the questions

1 How old is Minsk? )

2 What is the past of the capital of the Republic of Belarus?

3 Where is Minsk located? o

4 The Belarusian capital suffered a lot during the Great Patriotic War,
didn’t it? i )

S What goods are manufactured by the industrial enterprises of Minsk?

6 What countries does the city cooperate with?

7 What are the main sights of Minsk? : )

8 Do you like to go to the theatres of Minsk? Which of them is the most
popular with the public?



Ex. 33 Read the text “Gomel”. Consult the dictionary if necessary

GOMEL

Towns and cities, as well as people, have their own name, biography, ap-
pearance. Gomel is not an exception. It is rightfully called the oldest city of Bela-
rus. Convenient location on the bank of the river Sozh has attracted people since
early times. The city took its rise at the seat of one of the Eastern Slavic tribes —
Radimichi.

Gomel was first mentioned in historical sources in 1142 (Ipatiev chroni-
cles). However, archeological researches proved that the settlement of Radimichi
(one of the Slavic tribes) was established on the bank of the river Sozh at the end
of the first millennium A.D. Favourable geographic position was the main cause
of the battle for Gomel. The city’s destiny was closely connected with the history
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and Rech Pospolitaya. In 1772 Gomel became
part of the Russian Empire. In 1775 «Gomel township» was given to the distin-
guished Russian field-marshal general P. A. Roumyantsev-Zadounaisky, as a gift
from the Empress Catherine II. The masonry palace was built and it became a
magnificent monument of Russian classicism and a distinctive visiting card of
modern Gomel. Gomel acquired the features of a European-type city. A system
of radial location of main streets was introduced. Peter and Paul’s Cathedral and
other public buildings were built at that time. Gomel was an estate of Paskevich
dukes from 1834 to 1917. During their ownership the palace and park ensemble
were improved, the park was formed.

Events of the XX century left their traces in the life of the city. During the
Great Patriotic War (1941-1943) the city was occupied by Nazi troops and com-
pletely destroyed. During the postwar years Gomel was being quickly rehabili-
tated, the city area and population grew up. But it still preserves memories of
those past years.

Today Gomel is the second city in the Republic of Belarus by its signifi-
cance. The city population is more than 500 thousand people. The enterprises of
agricultural engineering, machine-tool industry, instrument engineering, forestry,
woodworking, light and food industries are working effectively. The biggest en-
terprises of the city are as follows: Production Group «Gomselmash» (manufac-
turer of grain-harvesting and fodder-chopping agricultural machines), JSC
«Gomelsteklo» (manufacturer of glass and glassware), JSC «Gomeldrevy (manu-
facturer of cabinet and room furniture), Production Group «Crystal» (diamond-
cutting enterprise), Production Group «Belarusneft» (oil prospecting and recov-
ery enterprise), etc. Many private sector enterprises are working successfully.
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Gomel is in the course of constant construction. New dwelling houses, pro-
jects of industrial and social implication are being built. Bus and trolley-bus
routes interconnect the micro-districts of the regional centre.

Gomel is one of the biggest educational centers in Belarus. There are insti-
tations of higher education, specialized technical schools, professional schools
and secondary schools in the city now. City students and professionals have a
good chance to update their knowledge in different areas.

Gomel is a city of sports. Different sports are well-developed here and the
sportsmen of high international level bring fame and glory to the city at national
and world competitions. People who are keen on sports can use stadiums, pools,
a Palace for sport games and an Ice Palace of sports, a riding-hall, a track-and-
field hall, and gyms. ;

Gomel is a cultural center of Belarus as well. The city now has a regional
drama theater, a puppet children's theater and a youth experimental studio-
theater, not to mention several cinemas. In six exhibition halls there are dozens
of shows to meet everybody's taste. People who visit the regional museum of
ethnography, which sites in the Roumyantsev and Paskevich palace, learn about
the history of the city and its park and palace ensemble.

Ex. 34 Finish up the sentences:

| Gomel stands on

2 It was first mentioned

3 Archeological researches proved that

4 The city’s destiny was closely

5 In1772... . And in 1775

6 During the Great Patriotic war

7 After the war

8 Now the city population is

9 Gomel industry includes

10 Gomel enterprises produce

11 Gomel is a big educational centre because

12 Different sports

13 People who are keen on sports

14 Gomel is a cultural center of Belarus because it is called

Ex. 35 Ask questions about

- location - institutions, schools
- history - sport

- people - cultural life

- buildings, streets, districts - tmnspo_rt

- famous historic figures - enterprises,




Ex. 36 Make a short retelling of the text.
3 Science, economy, industry and agriculture

Ex. 37 Read the text and be ready to describe the achievements of our
country in sci Y, industry and agriculture

The Republic of Belarus possesses significant scientific and technical po-
tential, aimed at solving major social and economic problems, fundamental re-
search and development. The opening of the Belarusian State University (Minsk)
in 1921 became an important step in the development of Belarusian science. In
1929 the Academy of Sciences of Belarus which is comprised of 49 institutes
was founded. Nowadays fund | and applied h is conducted by 44
thousand scientific and technical workers. More that a thousand of them have
doctor’s degrees, almost 14 thousands are candidates of sciences. The achieve-
ments of Belarusian scientists in the fields of mathematics, physics, nuclear
power, chemistry, biology, and microelectronics, computer science, in agricul-
ture, ecology and environmental protection have gained international recogni-
tion. The financial backing of fundamental and applied research is achieved both
at the expense of budget subsidies, and also on a contractual basis.

The system of education in Belarus, is the basic source for increase in intel-
lectual, cultural, scientific and personnel potential. Of every 10 thousand people
in the Republic of Belarus, 180 are students. For every thousand people engaged
in the national economy there are 331 specialists with higher and secondary spe-
cial education.

Industrial production makes up 31.6% of gross production in the economy
of Belarus. By virtue of its specialization within the framework of the former
USSR, Belarus has succeeded in industrial development of such branches as mo-
tor industry; manufacture of tractors and agricultural engineering, hine-tool
industry and manufacture of bearings, electronics and electro technical industry,
manufacture and refining of petroleum, mining, manufacture of synthetic fibers,
mineral fertilizers, radio engineering products, pharmaceutical industry, manu-
facture of construction materials, light industry and food-processing industry.

Agriculture produces more than 11% of the gross national product of the
country. A large part of agricultural production is made by large agricultural en-
terprises. The Republic of Belarus develops private farms.

Favorable natural conditions of the Republic of Belarus allow it to produce
such highly profitable commodities as milk, beef, pork, poultry meat, eggs,
grain, potatoes, fiber flax, sugar beets, etc. The grain sector is mainly presented
by rye, wheat, barley, oats. Today the structure of the cultivated area in the Re-

public of Belarus is changing in view of the developing market supply and de-
mand for appropriate types of foodstuffs. )
The basic purpose of the national agrarian policy is increasing its agricul-
tural efficiency, forming a competitive agrarian market, supporting fmdsgxﬁs
manufacturers’ profits, maintaining a steady supply to the population of hlgh-
quality foodstuffs, the maximum utilization of the export potential of the agrarian
sector, and also re-structuring the agriculture. The leadership of the country has
created genuine preconditions for organizing a competitive agrarian market.

4 Welcome to Belarus National traditions and holidays
Ex. 38 Read the text and be ready to discuss it

Belarus. If translated, the name means «White Russia», a tender and poetic
name that befits this country in the best way. Belarus is a country of modest and
intelligent beauty. Its quiet charm penetrates into a traveler's soul gradually,
through a soft play of the morning sky over the vague horizon line, through ?he
velvet verdure of the vast expanses-of the fields, through the overpowering
balmy air of a century-old pine-forest, through the tender mooing of COWS and
sad cries of cranes. The slipping-away beauty of Belarus does not expose itself to
everyone. For this you have to stop and feel the surrounding world: try to look
into the blue eyes of Belarus, its deep lakes until you feel dizzy, dip your hands
into icy waters of a ringing brook, hide from warm rain under a shaggy branch of
a spruce... Perhaps, this is one of the few remaining places on our planet where
one can see the amazing miracle — the miracle of the untouched nature. In Bela-
rus nature remains real, people remain human and values remain eternal. Belarus
is an island of calmness in the swirl of seething time, a place of wise harmony of
the body and soul.

The best way to estimate wood resources of Belarus is to have a look at
them through a bird’s eye. From above it becomes quite obvious that more thar_l a
third of the country’s territory seems to be covered with a green blanket. MOr
forest areas of Europe have been preserved here. They are a real treasure, v./hlch
is rightfully referred to as «the green gold». The most famous national par!c is the
Belovezhskaya Puscha forest reserve in which a reserve-typical mode of life was
introduced as early as the beginning of the XV century! Thanks to-these meas-
ures oaks aged 300 to 700 years, 450-year-old ash-trees and 220~year-o{d pine-
trees have been preserved here. Here you can see meadows, woods and rivers in
a state that could only be preserved without man's interference — powerful, crys-
tal-clear and beautiful. And you will, certainly, be particularly impressed meet-
ing a European bison — an animal that has become the symbol of Belarus.




From ancient times Belarus is called «Lakeland» and it is quite justified:
there are 11,000 lakes and 20,000 rivers and brooks in the country. Blue, deep
blue and almost black mirrors of lakes are either hidden in forest thickets or
glimmer joyfully amidst meadows... Lakes are the eyes of Belarus, that is why
the country is sometimes referred to as «the blue-eyed» Belarus. The most pre-
cious jewel in the nature crown of Belarus is the National park «Braslav lakesy.

The name «Narochy is well-known not only to every Belarusian but also far
beyond the boundaries of the country — the unique beauty of the place and its soft
climate has made the Naroch region a most favoured of all the Belarusian holi-
day resorts.

The historical paradox is that Belarusians are one of the most peace-loving
nations in the world. Tolerance is their inalienable quality. Due to its geographi-
cal position Belarus has always been the battle arena where stronger neighbors
clashed. Tiffs of feudal lords, forced introduction of Christianity, raids of crusad-
ers, Mongols and Tatars, inclusion into the Great Lithuanian Principality, then
into Rzeczpospolita and finally into the Russian Empire — Belarusian land re-
members thousands of bloody battles, fierce fights and wars. And now..."Formi-
dable kings and invaders are part of history. Only ancient castles and palaces
remind us about the stormy past of Belarus. Some of them are being actively
restored — for instance, the castle of Mir. where, as the legends say, uncountable
treasures wait to be recovered. But, perhaps, the strongest impression would be
left by the castles and palaces that have not been touched by restorers: Khrevo,
Golshany, Smoliany, Ruzhany... Formidable and stately ruins covered with the
dust of centuries seem to be still living in their times. Touch those gray stones
and feel the rhythmic, never interrupting pulse of history.

Ex. 39 Find the following sentences in the text:

1 Benapycs CTpaHa CKPOMHO#M, HHTE/UTMTEHTHOM KPacoThl.

2 Moxet ObiTh, 370 0AHO W3 HEMHOIMX OCTAaBIIMXCHA HAa Haumeld [UIaHeTe
MECT, FIe MOXXHO YBH/IETb NOPA3ATENLHOE 1y /10 — Yy0 HETPOHYTOM NPUPOISI.

3 Benapyce — OCTPOBOK CTIOKONCTBHA B BHXpe GypIsIero BpeMeRH, MecTo
MYZIpOii rapMOHHH yIIH | TeNa.

4 3jech COXpaHWTHCh KpyTHelnme B EBporie eCHbe MacCHBBI.

5 M, xoHeuHo, HesaGkiBaeMble BIiEYAT/ICHWA AapuT BCTpeda ¢ 3yGpoMm,
CTaBIIAM CAMBONIOM Bemapycn.

6 benapyck H3JiaBHA HA3hIBAIOT O3EPHBIM KpaeM.

7 Mcroprdeckrii mapaiokc: GenopyChl — OlRA W3 CAMBIX MHPOIOGHBBIX
Hauwii B EBpone.

8 ['po3mbie KOPONH U 3aBOEBATE/NH KaHY.TH B BE4HOCTS.
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9 Tpo:ume ¥ BEIHMYECTBCHHBIC PAsBAIMHLI, IOKPHITHIE MNbLTLIO BEKOB, Ka-
JKETCs, BCE €I XKUBYT B CBOEM BPEMECHH.

Ex. 40 Comprehension check. Choose the best alternative ac-
cording to the text:

1 Its quiet charm penetrates into

a) atraveler’s soul

b) atraveler’s mind

¢) atraveler’s heart

2 The slipping-away beauty of Belarus does not expose itself to

a) neighbours

b) enemies

c) everyonme. .

3 In Belarus nature remains real, people remain

a) real

b) human

¢) eternal.

4 A third of the country’s territory seems to be covered with

a) beautiful lakes

b) a green blanket

¢) deserts

5 Tiffs of feudal lords, forced inclusion into

a) the Great Lithuanian Principality

b) European community

¢) the Ukraine.

Ex. 41 Comment on:

1 Belarus is a country of modest and intelligent beauty.

2 In Belarus nature remains real

3 Belarus is called «Lakeland»

4 Belarusian land remembers thousands of bloody battles

Supplementary reading

Ex. 42 Read the text and get ready to speak about the holidays
in Belarus:




In spite of the fact that Christianity has existed in Belarus for more
than ten centuries, ancient rituals and traditions associated with pagan
times continue to live within the nation. Even now huge boulders with
strange pictures on them are found in remote corners and forest thickets
of the country. They were worshiped by Belarusian pagans. Yet the most
surprising thing is that some of the traces of sacrifices made in those
places are related to the present day!

Paganism is still present in popular festivals. The most colorful of
them are Kalyady and Kupalle. Kalyady is actually the celebration of the
New Year as per old calendar (prior to 1917) on the night of January 13-
14. Traditionally, some people dress to look like animals or fiction crea-
tures, and then noisy companies, holding the depiction of the sun and a
nanny-goat’s head, begin visiting houses one after another singing origi-
nal Kalyady songs: in return people give them food from their tables and
sometimes money. Kupalle is the most mysterious of all Belarusian festi-
vals. It is celebrated on the night from 6 to 7 of July. According to popu-
lar legends that have existed for thousands of years, a flower of a fern
unfolds on the Kupala midnight and the one who finds it will be eternally
young and happy. And that person will know the future. On that night
young people set off for the forest with a naive, yet romantic hope to pick
up this miraculous flower. In the meantime girls make wreaths and let
them drift down river streams trying to find out their destiny and marital
future. Besides, they move on a round dance and jump over the fire com-
peting in their definess. It's an amazingly wonderful and ancient pagan
festival. The Kupala night is the darkest one in the year. One step away
from the fire and you plunge into absolute night and stars. But what is
that little flame glimmering in the depth of the forest?

Is it really a fern flower?

Ex. 43 Look through the text paying attention to the underlined
words. Find their Russian equivalents:

Mepuaroniui, s13b/MeCKHE BpeMeHa, LBETOK MANOPOTHHKA, CIelbl
JKEPTBONPUHOUIEHHH, HM TOKIOHAINCh, JAPEBHHE OOpSAEI, OTPOMHbIE
BATYHbI, OTAAICHHBIE YTOJIKH, Ty0-IIBETOK, TOBKOCTH, (haHTACTHHECKHE
CYIIECTBA, 3arafi04YHbIH.

Ex. 44 Put in the right prepositions where necessary: :

1. As ... Orthodox Christians and the old calendar, the mysterious
time .. . the year comes ... a bit later — it continues . . . January, 7 ... Janu-
ary, 19. 2. ... Russia, all ... these days and nights . . . Christmas . . . Epiph-
any are called «Svyatki» (Sacred Evenings) and . . . Belarus - «Kalyady».
3. ... «Kalyady», groups . . . merry young boys and girls . . . smart clothes
g0 ... house . . . house . . . Belarusian villages and towns. 4. ... many coun-
tries . . . the world, people have carnivals and masquerades to see the
New Year ... . 5. The pagan holiday . . . «Kalyady» coincided later . . .
Christmas, which was celebrated . . . Christians. 6. The main purpose . . .
«Kalyady» is to get rid . . . everything bad . . . one's life and to begin a
new life cycle . . . joy and optimism.

Ex. 45 Choose a word from the box to put into each gap:

1. «Kupalley is one of the . . . holidays in Belarus. 2. People want. . .
the forces of evil. 3. It is the best time to gather . . . for . .. and ... 4. Girls
... coronets. 5. On «Kupalle» people . . . for a magic . . . flower. 6. As
the old legend says this flower . . . only once a year, on «Kupalle».

herbs, legends, search, love potions, to defeat, fern, blossoms, medicine,
weave, mysterious

Ex. 46 Fill in the table.

Subject Kalyady Kupalle

Dates

Masks

Music

Purpose

Ex. 47 Prove that Kalyady and Kupalle are mysterious holidays.
Use the following expressions in your story: -

As it is known ..., according to one of the legends ..., the old leg-
ends say ..., we must admit that ..., it’s great that ... .




Unit Two THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND

DISCUSSION POINTS

I The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

2 London — the heart of the UK

3 British holidays, traditions and customs

1 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Ex. 1 a) Look through these words and make sure you know them.

to refer to to govern pottery

to be composed of craftsmanship division

to comprise aircraft engines swift

to extend c ial vehicl judiciary

to be separated from precision hereditary :
to be famed by instruments justly

to account for tributary Commonwealth
to make advances machinery Lords Spiritual
to elect archbishops Lord Chancellor
to assist bishops

b) Make up your own sentences with these words and memorise them.

Ex. 2 Read the following text and try to remember all the new infor-
mation.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK)
occupies most of the territory of the British Isles. It consists of four main parts
which are: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are
London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the official
name of the state which is sometimes referred to as Great Britain or Britain (after
its major isle), England (after its major historic part) or the British Isles.

The UK is one of the world's smallest countries (it is twice smaller than
France or Spain), with an area of some 244,100 square kilometres. The UK is
situated off the west coast of Europe between the Atlantic Ocean on the north-
west and the North Sea on the east and is separated from the European continent
by the English Channel (or La Manche) and the Strait of Dover (or Pas de Cal-
ais).

The population of the United Kingdom is over 57 million people. There are
fourteen other countries in the world with more people. English is not the only
language which people use in the UK. English is the official language. But some
people speak Gaelic in Scotland, Welsh — in parts of northern and central Wales.

The flag of the United Kingdom, known as the Union Jack, is made up of
three crosses. The upright red cross is the cross of St. George, the patron saint of
England. The white diagonal cross is the cross of St. Andrew, the patron saint of
Scotland. The red diagonal cross is the cross of St. Patrick, the patron saint of
Ireland.

The UK is an island state: it is composed of some 5,500 islands, large and
small. The two main islands are Great Britain (in which are England, Wales and
Scotland) to the east and Ireland (in which are Northern Ireland and the inde-
pendent Irish Republic) to the west. They are separated by the Irish Sea.

Geographically, the island of Great Britain is subdivided into two main re-
gions — Lowland Britain and Highland Britain. Lowland Britain comprises
southern and eastern England. Highland Britain consists of Scotland, most of
Wales, the Pennines, and the Lake District. The Pennine Chain extends south-
ward from the Cheviot Hills into the Midlands, a plains region with low hills and
valleys. England is separated from Scotland by the Cheviot Hills, running from

east to west. e —

~" The chief rivers of Great Britain are: the Severn, flowing along the border
between England and Wales, tributaries of which include the Avon, famed by
Shakespeare; the Thames, which flows eastward to the port of London; the
swiftest flowing river in the British Isles is the Spey. Part of the border between
Scotland and England is along the lower reaches of the Tweed, near which is
made the woollen fabric that bears its name.

There are many lakes in Great Britain. On the north-west side of the Pen-
nine system lies the Lake District, containing the beautiful lakes which give it its
name. This district is widely known for its association with the history of English
literature and especially with the name of William Wordsworth (1770-1859), the
founder of the Lake School of poets.

The largest cities of Great Britain are: London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Liv-
erpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Bristol, Leeds, Edinburgh. The most important
ports are: London, Liverpool, Southampton, Belfast, Glasgow and Cardiff.

Britain is the world's third largest trading nation, accounting for about 11
per cent of international trade in manufactured goods. Engineering industries
produce many leading exports: electrical machinery, cars, tractors and commer-
cial vehicles, bicycles and precision instruments of many kinds make up nearly
half the goods exported. Today, in a new age of modern technology, Britain has
made important advances in such new industries as electronics and telecommu-




* nications equipment, in aircraft and aircrafi engines, in plastics and synthetic
materials, radio-isotopes and new drugs — all major exports. At the same time
Britain has used traditional craftsmanship to modern methods to continue to pro-
duce those items for which she is justly famous, such as pottery, glassware,
woollen and leather goods.

Britain is a parliamentary democracy with a Constitutional monarch, Queen
Elizabeth II, as the head of the State. The country is governed in the Queen's
name by the Government although she performs certain important acts of gov-
emment on the advice of her ministers. The Queen is also the head of the Com-
monwealth, and the head of State in 14 of its 4] member countries. Parliament
consists of the House of Lords and the House of Commons, together with the
Queen in her constitutional role. The division of Parliament into two houses goes
back over some 700 years when a feudal assembly assisted the King. The House
of Commons plays the major part in law-making and consists of 635 elected
members of Parliament (MPs), each representing an area in England, Scotland,
Wales or Northern Ireland. Its leader is the Prime Minister. The House of Lords
is made up of more than 1000 hereditary and life peers and peeresses, lords and
the Lords Spiritual (two archbishops and 24 bishops of the Church of England).
The House is presided over by theé Lord Chancellor who is head of the judiciary
in England and Wales.

Ex. 3 Using the map, try to find the main geographical features of the
British Isles.

Ex. 4 Ask your partner as many questions as you can about the UK’s:

- main parts - main cities

- territory - government

- geographical position - flag and languages
- landscape - industries

Ex. 5 Finish up the following sentences:

1 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK) oc-
cupies .......

2 Ttconsistsof .......

3 Britain is a parliamentary democracy .......

4 Parliament .......

5 The UK is one of the world’s ........

6 The population .......

7 The UK is an island state ........

8 The island of Great Britain is subdivided .......

9 England is separated .......

10 The chief rivers of Great Britain ........

11 On the north-west side of the Pennine system .......
12 The largest cities of Great Britain are: .......

13 Britain is the world's third .......

Ex. 6 Read this brief information about different parts of the UK, an-

swer the questions and speak about their most distinctive features.
England

Of the four parts which make up Great Britain England is the largest, the
industrial and most densely populated part of the United Kingdom. Over 46 mil-
lion people of the population of the UK live in England.

The greatest concentrations of population are in London, Birmingham and
northwest industrial cities. The coasts of England are washed by the North Sea,
the Irish Sea, the English Channel and the Strait of Dover. No part of England is
more than 120 kilometres from the sea. It is interesting to note that the sea has
been important in the history of England. It was a good protection against the
attacks of outside peoples. Fishing has always been an important industry, espe-
cially in the east. The sea also has a great effect on England's climate. There are
many rivers in England. The longest and the most important is the Thames. The
rivers are of great importance for cc ication and especially for carrying
goods.

The Lake District in Northern England with its lakes, mountains and valleys
is a favorite holiday area. On either side of the Pennines the plains of Yorkshire
and Lancashire stretch to the sea. In Yorkshire swift rivers flow down from the
hills into valleys called ‘dales’.

The wool industry is centered in Leeds and Bradford, the cotton industry in
Manchester, iron ore goes to the steel, heavy machinery and shipbuilding indus-
tries of Newcastle and other cities. The industries of the Midlands, with Bir-
mingham as its chief city, produce metal goods, from motor cars and railway
engines to pins and buttons. The Midland plain makes good farm land.

densely populated - rycronacenénusiit

dales- nonmaEL

1 What is the population of England?

2 What is England washed by? .

3 Why is the sea very important in England’s history?

4 What are are the main England’s industries and where are they centered?

Scotland




Although Scotland takes up one third of the territory of the British Isles, its
population is not very big. It is the most northern part of the island of Great Brit-
ain and is not far away from the Arctic Circle. That’s why it is not densely popu-
lated: its population is a little over 5 million people.

The Cheviot Hills mark the boundary between England and Scotland. Apart
from this land link with England, Scotland is surrounded by sea. Scotland in-
cludes the Hebrides off the west coast, and the Orkney and Shetland Islands off
the north coast. It is bounded by the North Sea on the east.

Scotland is divided into three regions: the Highlands, which is the most
northern and the most underpopulaed area with a harsh climate, the Lowlands,
which is the most industrial region, with about three quarters of the population,
and the Southern Uplands, with hills, which border on England.

The Highlands of Scotland are among the oldest mountains in the world.
They reach their highest point in Ben Nevis (1343m). Many valleys between the
hills are filled with lakes, called lochs. The best-known is Loch Ness where some
people think a large monster lives. The most important city here is Aberdeen
which is the oil center of Scotland.

Most of the population of Scotland is concentrated in the Lowlands. Here,
on the Clyde, is Glasgow, the Scotland's biggest city. Shipbuilding is one of its
most important industries, other industries are iron and steel, heavy and light
engineering and coal-mining.

Scotland had been an independent state and was joined into the UK in 1707,
after a long struggle for its independence.

One of the things that people associate with Scotland is the kilt. The kilt is a
relic of the time when the clan system existed in the Highlands. Everybody in the
clan had the same family name, like MacDonald or MacGregor (Mac means 'son
of). The clan had its own territory and was ruled by a chieftain. Each clan had its
own tartan. In the 1400s James I1I of Scotland made the thistle his royal emblem
and now it is the emblem of Scotland.

a harsh climate — cypoBsiii KiHMar
tartan — kieTyaras mepcTAHas MaTephs
thistle — weprononox

1 Why is the population of Scotland not big?

2 What are the main regions of Scotland? Describe them.
3 Can you describe the landscape of Scotland?

4 When did Scotland joined the UK?

5 What things are traditionally associated with Scotland?

Wales

Wales became part of England in 1536 by the Act of Union. Until then it
had been regarded as a separate principality but a dependency of England. The
Welsh call their country Cymru, and themselves they call Cymry, a word which
has the same root as ‘comrader’ (friend, or comrade). The population of Wales is
over 3 million people. About 75 per cent of the people of Wales live in towns
and urban districts.

The living standards of people in Wales are lower than in England, the un-
employment rate is higher. South Wales has a rich tradition of struggle for more
jobs and better working conditions in mines.

Wales is a highland country of old, hard rocks. North Wales is a country of
mountains and deep valleys, South Wales is a land of high hills and wide valleys.
The pride of Wales in scenery is Snowdonia, a region of high mountains. Snow-
don is the highest mountain in England and Wales.

The capital of Wales is Cardiff, the largest city of Wales. It is an important
industrial city and a port, an administrative and educational centre. The second
largest city in Wales is Swansea where mainly steel production can be found.
Since World War II there has been intensive development in the metals indus-
tries especially in the south and southeast.

The Welsh people, especially in rural areas, are fond of folk music, singing,
poetry and drama. Welsh literature is one of the oldest in Europe. There are
many choirs in Wales, the standard of singing is high and the love of good music
is widespread. Now there is a growing movement of revival of Welsh culture
from which sprang the revival of Eisteddfod. Eisteddfod in the form of a gather-
ing of bards had occasionally been held in the 15, 16" and 17" centuries. Now
Eisteddfod is a festival of Welsh culture. It includes competitions in prose, po-
etry and singing. Wales has its own flag called the Welsh dragon.

principality — kusxecTso
dependency — 311 3aBHCHMas CTpaHa
revival — Bo3poXIeHHE

1 What is the unofficial name of Wales?

2 Is there unemployment in Wales?

3 What can you say about Welsh industry?
4 What is Eisteddfod?

Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland is the smallest component of the United Kingdom. It oc-
cupies the northeast of the island of Ireland, only one-sixth .of its territory.
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Northern Ireland contains six of the nine counties of the historic province of Ul-
ster and that is why the name ‘Ulster’ is sometimes used as equivalent to North-
ern Ireland. Its capital city is Belfast.

For seven centuries Ireland was a colony of Britain. As a result of the hard
struggle of the Irish people for independence the larger part of Ireland (26 coun-
ties) gained the status of a British dominion in 1921. Much later, in 1949 it was
officially proclaimed an independent state, the Irish Free State Eire. The indus-
trial northeast was retained by Great Britain as its smallest component. But cer-
tain forces of both the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland are for the reunifica-
tion of the country, against social deprivation which is at its worst among Catho-
lics They believe that British withdrawal from Ireland is the only way to achieve
peace.

If one asks an Irishman away from home what he misses most about Ire-
land, he will probably tell you ‘the greenness’. Irish poets put it in a different
way when they call Ireland ‘the Emerald Isle’. Is the grass really greener in Ire-
land? The fact is that the winds usually blow in from the Atlantic Ocean and
make the air and soil warm and damp. Grass grows well in such a climate and it
makes the island look so beautiful.

There are low hills and peaks of rocks in the northwest while the northeast
sector of the island is a plateau. The Mourne Mountains in the southeast slope
down to Lough Neagh, the largest lake in the British Isles. The rivers of Ireland
are short, but deep. The largest river is the Shannon.

The population of Northern Ireland is about 1.5 million people. The whole
economy of Northern Ireland is closely integrated with that of Great Britain. It
has its roots in three basic industries — agriculture, textiles and shipbuilding. The
largest industry is agriculture conducted for the most part on small family farms.

Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland is the leading industrial centre and a
large port. Its chief industries are the production of linen and other textiles, cloth-
ing, shipbuilding, engineering.

reunfication - Boccoenuuenne
deprivation — 371. JIHIIeHKe NpaB
withdrawal — Berxoz, yxon

I Northern Ireland an independent state?

2 What can you say about the landscape of the country?
3 Is the grass really greener in Ireland?

4 What are the chief industries in Northern Ireland?

Ex. 7 Read the text and say whether the sentences are true or false.

Stonehenge .

The circle of stones that can be seen at Stonehenge on the Salisbury Plain in
England is one of the oldest and most mysterious monuments in the worl(:l. The
monument was probably put up between 1800 BC and 1400 BC. When it was
completed it consisted of a double circle of stones, with two more groups of
stones outside the circles. Many of the stones used in this monument must have
been transported over 250 miles to Stonehenge. Single stones, some of I hem
weighing about four tons, must have been sent on rivers and rolled over land on
tree trunks. They can't have been carried! The men who moved the stones didn't
have wheels or horses. Each stone had to be moved by hand and placed in posi-
tion. They were fitted together with great technical skill.

There are many theories about the purpose of the stones. Stonehenge was
certainly a meeting-place. The stonies have been arranged in a particular way to
mark sunrise and sunset at certain times during the year. This may have been a
place of worship of the sun and als0 an observatory. One interesting theory sug-
gests that the stones were some kind of computer which was used lo predict
eclipses of the sun and moon.

1 The monument was put up in 1400 BC.

2 Stonehenge consisted of a single circle of stones.

3 There were two more groups Of stones inside the circle.

4 Stonehenge was built by hand.

5 No one can guess about the purpose of the stones.

6 Some people think it some kind of computer.

7 The stones used in this mopument were not brought from anywhere.
8 The stones had been put so s to observe sunrise and sunset.

Ex. 8 Read the text about the Loch Ness Monster and choose the right
tense-forms.

Have you seen the Loch Ness Monster? )

Thousands of people have rgported/reported seeing a large animal in the
famous lake called Loch Ness in Scotland. For fourteen centuries pc()?le. hga\_'e
been trying/were trying to capture it, but perhaps it has been living/is living in
the Iazlgglen lontgrz’r. ilthough [ocal people have always talked/always talked
about the mysterious creature, it js only in the last sixty years that there has
been/was any evidence that it might exist. In 1933, John McGregor, a Jocal busi-
nessman, saw/has seen the lake bubbling and a huge object with two humps
came out of the water. Since that day, scientists have been searching/are search-
ing the lake with underwater equipment, trying to find out what kind of animal




lives there. Unfortunately, they haven’t managed/didn’t manage to find it yet
because the lake is so deep and so dark. Tourists from all over the world have
visited/visited Loch Ness, hoping to see the monster. They have even given/even
gave it a nickname: ‘Nessie’. Many people have taken/took photographs of it,
although experts have proved/are proving that some of the photos are forgeries.
Scientists have suggested/suggested that the Loch Ness monster is a dinosaur
which was trapped in the lake during the Ice Age.

Ex. 9 Read the following dialogue and pare some asp of Ameri-
can and British lives, mentioned here. Do it first in written form and then
discuss with a partner.

communicating with people ...........
making friends 5

everyday life ...........

work ...........

England as seen by Americans

Terry Tomsha talks about her experience of living and working in England,
where she has been for the past eleven years.

1=Interviewer T =Terry

I So, Terry. You've been in this country for quite a long time now. What
differences do you notice between the two countries?

T Obviously the biggest difference is the people. The average Englishman
is cold and not very open. In the States it’s very different. We start conversations
with people in the street, in the subway; we’re a lot more enthusiastic and spon-
taneous than people here. You know, when 1 first came, I couldn’t understand
why I was getting so little reaction from people, but now I see that they thought 1
was overpowering and that I was trying to be too friendly too soon.

1 But, tell me; does the Englishman improve as you get to know him?

T Oh yes. Once you have made a friend, it's a friend for life, but it takes a
very long time. I’ll tell you something that I think is very important. An Eng-
lishman in America is respected. Everyone wants to talk to him. We're inquisi-
tive, we love his accent and his country. An American though in England is
thought to be a little inferior because of his behaviour and his language. One
thing I’ve learned — it’s funny now, but it wasn’t at the time -1 couldn’t under-
stand why when I was talking to someone he would move away, you know,
move backwards, and I thought ‘Do I smell? Am I bering him?’ The reason was,

you see, Americans stand closer when they're talking. Again, English people like
a certain distance.

T That’s true. What about your impressions of living here? How does that
compare with the States?

T Well, I think life’s a lot easier in the States. It’s easier to make money
and it’s easier to spend it. Shops are open all the time over there. Here you’ve got
to race to reach the supermarket by 5.30. Generally though I find life more inef-
ficient here. If you need an electrician, it takes days to get one, he doesn’t do the
job very well, the system is so old that he can’t get the parts to repair it, and he
doesn’t care. This leads to another very important point. Americans work a lot
harder than you do. To the English their private lives are importan’, their holi-
days are important, their gardens are important, their animals are important, but
an American wouldn’t admit that. For us, our work is the most important thing in
our lives. You know, holidays seem to be longer here, people make the most
ridiculous excuses not to go to work — ‘My dog’s got a cold’, I heard the other
day.

1 Oh, come on.

T You have tea breaks that get longer and longer. In that respect we’re
quite like the Japanese. Our jobs come first, but there are all sorts of services to
make life easier around our jobs,

I Well, I take it you have a pretty negative opinion of England.

T You would think so from this interview, wouldn’t you? No, in fact I
really love it here. I go home once a year and really look forward to coming back
here. This is my home now. I find life safer, more relaxed, and much more en-
joyable, Maybe I've gotten into English habits! England doesn’t have the dra-
matic beauty of the States, but it is very pretty and charming in a way that I find
comforting.

Ex. 10 You are going to read and analyze two articles about British
families: one about the changing state of the family and the other about a
standard family in the UK.

a) Look at the following statements and analyze them. Discuss them
with your partner:

1 Marriage is becoming less important to many young people.

2 Families are spending less time together.

3 The divorce rate is rising.

4 More parents are bringing their children up alone without a partner.

5 More women are having careers rather than starting families.

6 The average family is getting smaller as the birthrate falls.

3?2




Marriage, Divorce and Cohabitation in Britain

The number of people getting married in Britain has been falling over the
past 20 years or so. In 1970, about 400,000 couples were married for the first
time. This was down just to over 200,000 first marriages in 1994. In 1995, the
last year for which statistics are currently available, there were 322,200 mar-
riages of which over a third were second marriages, most of which followed a
divorce.

Britain, where there were 170,000 divorces in 1995, has the highest divorce
rate in the European Union. Nearly three quarters of divorces are granted to
wives. Men are more likely to remarry, than women.

The divorce rates in Scotland and Northern Ireland are lower than in Eng-
land and Wales, where there were over 13 divorces per 1,000 married couples in
1995. Cohabitation — an unmarried couple living together — is on the increase.
About a quarter of all couples living together are not married. Many couples do
get married after living together for a while. About 65% of all couples married in
1993 had cohabited before marriage compared with only 4% of couples first
married in 1966.

b) There is, of eourse, no such thing as the average British family, but
statistical data can help us to understand a society and social trends. Every
year, official statistics based on questionnaires and surveys are published
and these provide a lot of useful information on people’s habits. This profile
is based on one of their recent publications.

The average British family:

A STEREOTYPE

The average British family lives in a semi-detached house with a garden in
the south of England. They own their house, which is situated in the suburbs of a
large town. The house has three bedrooms. On average they have two children
and a pet. The family drives a two-year-old Ford Cortina.

He works in the office of an engineering company for 40 hours a week and
earns £200 per week. He starts at 9.00 in the moming and finishes at 5.30 in the
evening. He goes to work by car, which takes him 20 minutes. He doesn't par-
ticularly like his job, but there are chances of promotion.

She works in a service industry for three days a week and earns £95. She
works locally and goes there by bus. She quite likes her job as it gets her out of
the house, she meets people, and it is close to the children's school.

The children go to a state school which is a few miles from home. A special
bus comes to pick them up every day. They are at school from 9.00 to 3.30.

The most popular evening entertainment is watching television or video,
which the average person does for two and a half hours a day. After that, the next
most popular activity is visiting friends, going to the cinema or a restaurant, or
going to the pub. The most popular hobby is gardening and the most popular
sports are fishing, football and tennis.

¢) Ask and answer questions about this family.
Use:
Where?/What?/When?/How?/ How much?/How many?/ Do ... ?/Does ... ?
Example
Q Where does the family live?
A In the south of England.
Q What sort of car do they drive?
A A Ford Cortina.

d) Compare the British family with an average family from your coun-
try.
Think of the following:
house/jobs/hours of work/school/transport/entertainment
Example
In my country most people live in flats. School starts at 8.00, not at 9.00,
and finishes at 1.00.

Ex. 11 Get ready to speak on the topic “The United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland”.

Ex 12 Translate into English.

B nepBoM CTONETHH IO HOBOH 3phl W paHblle KeNLTCKHE IUIEMEHa
HaceJIUH TeppuTOpHro BenmkoGpuranua. B 1o Bpems PuMckas mmriepua Gbina
caMoll MOTyImiecT H u mp it ctpanoii B mMupe. B 55 rogy mo
Bame# 3pel, Mocie BOCHLMEIETHeH BoiHBI ¢ [annmedt (®panmus), pAMCKas
apmus nepecexia Jla-MaHm u Bropriachk Ha TeppaTopmio Bpatanuu. KembTsi
OTY4asHHO CP@XKANNCh C 3aXBaTYMKAMH, W DHMISHE NOA NPEABOAMTENHCTBOM
OfIHOrO W3 BeWyaifiux noiakoomes, IOmus [le3aps, BEpHYIHCH Ha KOHTHHEHT.
Bropoe Bropxense MOnns Llesaps B Bpuramwio rofom moske Gbiio Gonee
yenemubiM. OIHAaKO HacTosllee 3aBocBaHWe BpuTaHuM PHMIAHAMHA HAYANOCh
nouTH croneteM mosxke. FOnui lesaph nepBrM omucan ofbiMad M 00pa3
JKU3HHE JHOJEH, HACEIABIIMX HOrO-BOCTOYHYIO 9acTh BennkoOputanmin.

B 73 romy Hamielf 3pbl pHMCKas apMHs BTOPIach Ha TepPUTOPHIO
DpHTaHAN W 3aXBaTHIA I0TO-BOCTOYHYIO 9acTh OCTpoBa. KenbTel MyXeCTBEHHO




6OpoIIHCh MPOTHB OKKYNAHTOB, KOTOPBIM TaK M HE YAANOCh CTaTh XO3A€BAMU
BCero ocTposa. PumngHe ocraBanich B BpuTanny B TeYeHHE YETHIPEX CTONETHIA.
PumMckue ryGepHaTopbl NMPaBAIN NPOBHHLMEN, a pHMCKas apMus 3alHALIaNa eé
TeppaTopHio. BmecTe C  BbICOKON UMBWIH3ALWEH PHMIHE TNPHHECHTH
3KCTyatanuio W paberso ma Bpurtasckue octpoBa. M XoTd pHMIAHAM He
YAanock NMPEeBPaTHTh CBOGOMOMOOHBLIX KelbTOB B paboB, OBH AOIDKHBI Obuiu
NUIaTHTh BHICOKHME HAIOTH H paboTaTh Ha 3aXBaTYWKOB. Kak TOMBKO pHMisHe
NOCeMWIHCh B BPHTAaHNH, OHA HaYalW CTPOUTH TOPOJA, BENHKOJENHbIE BIILIL,
MOCTHI H IIMPOKHE NpAMBIEe JOPOry no Beeit ctpane. Jlosnon (JIonauauyM B TO
BPEMA) CTall KPYTHBIM TOPTOBBIM EHTPOM. MHOTO JIATHHCKHX C/OB MPOHHKIO B
A3BIK KOPEHHBIX KUTeNel. PHMIIAHE HAyuWTH KeJIbTOB MHOTOMY, 9ero Te He
3Hamy. OMHAKO PHMJIAHE H KOPEHHble XHUTENH TaK M He CTANH ONHOW Hauwei,
Tonbko mpeaBoAHTENH KeMbTCKHX ToieMén FOra u BocToka ctand GoraTeimi,
NPHHATH 00pa3s XH3HA Tenell H pa3ropapHBaNé Ha naT SA3BIKE.
Bce ocranbHble Kop 1€ JKUTCNH Pasr Ha Ke/IbTCKOM #3BIKe H He

M A3bIKa Treneli. B nauane matoro cronerus (407 rom H.3.)
PHMCKAE NETHOHbl OCTaBMIM bpuraumio, 4T0Obl 3amMmaTh NEHTPATbHBIE
NpOBHHIMA PUMCKOW MMIEpUH OT Bparos, i HHKOIZA HE BEpHYJIHCh Hazal. B
CEpEIMHE TATOTO CTONCTHA FEPMAHCKHE IUIMEHA aHITIOB, CaKCOB H IOTOB ©
KOHTHHERTa 3axBaTWi¥ Bpwrammo. OHM pasroBapWBany Ha S3biKe, KOTOPBIl
TIO3Ke YUEHbIE HA3BA/IH APEBHEAHTTAHCKHM A3bIKOM.

2 London — the heart of the UK.

Ex. 13 Using a dictionary read and translate the text about London

and its sights. Make sure you know the italicized words.
London

London is the capital of the United Kingdom, one of the largest and one of
the world’s most enjoyable cities. London is the largest conurbation in Europe.
Nearly seven million people live in London, and a further million commute
every day to work in London. Their city is both the capital of Britain and a major
economic centre. It is also one of the world’s three great centres of international
finance (alongside New York and Tokyo).

A city of contrasts, London’s urban part is punctuated by park land and
commons', not just on its fringes but right in the centre. It contains a mixture of
the old and new; the skyline of the City, once outlined by church spires and
Wren’s great cathedral of St Paul, now also features office blocks from the post-
war era. In Docklands the ni h century h and wharves, many of
which have been converted into high-quality offices or apartments, contrast with
new developments, such as One Canada Square at Canary Wharf (244 m) which

is the tallest office building in Europe. So, in this historic city the modern rubs
shoulders with the old, the present is ever conscious of the past, the great and the
small live side by side in mutual tolerance and respect.

And as a great trading city London has long drawn people from across the
world to live and work there. Over one million of London” residents were bomn
outside Britain. The resulting cosmopolitan mix contributes to the diversity of
London's arts, culture and entertainments and the vitality of London life.

London is more than 20 centuries old. Its buildings express all the different
areas of its history, for London manages in a unique way to reflect its past and at
the same time to fulfil the functions of a modern city.

London was not built as a city in the same way as Paris or New York. It be-
gan life as a Roman fortification at a place where it was possible to cross the
River Thames. A wall was built around the town for defence, but during the long
period of peace which followed the Norman Conquest, people built outside the
walls. This building continued over the years, especially to the west of the City.
In 1665 there was a terrible plague2 in London, so many people left the city and
escaped to the villages in the surrounding countryside. About 69,000 people suc-
cumbed’ to the dread disease. In 1666 the Great Fire of London ended the
plague, but it also destroyed much of the city. A destructive fire spread over 340
acres, burning about 15,000 houses.

From these calamities the city recovered with marked rapidity. These days
not many people live in the city centre, but London has spread further outwards
into the country, including surrounding villages. Today the metropolis of Greater
London covers some 700 square miles and the suburbs of London continue even
beyond this area.

‘commons — 371. OOIMHHAN 3eMIIA

“plague [ pleig] —ayma
3succumbed (to a desease) — ymepeTs (ot Gone3nn)

Sightseeing in London

London offers the visitors a great variety of places of interest. It’s a city of
dream to everybody interested in the English history and culture.

World famous places are the Houses of Parliament, Westminster Abbey, St.
Paul’s Cathedral, Trafalgar Square, the Tower of London and so on and so forth.

The City, the oldest part of London, is the commercial and financial centre
of the country. Westminster is the political heart of London. The West End is the
richest and the most beautifu! part of London, the symbol of wealth and luxury,
where the most expensive hotels, restaurants, shops and clubs are situated. The




East End is the industrial part. There are many tactories, workshops and ship-
yards there.

The Houses of Parliament, a symbol of London, spread magnificently on
the north bank of the Thames. This structure is a remarkable example of Gothic
architecture. The Clock Tower called «Big Ben», is known the world over. Its
hour bell is named after Sir Benjamin Hall, the first Commissioner of Works.
The Houses of Parliament, called officially the Palace of Westminster, were for-
mally a palace for kings and queens. Until the 16™ century it was used both as a
royal residence and as a parliament house. After the royal family moved to
Whitehall Palace, the Westminster Palace was occupied by the Parliament and
became its permanent home.

Opposite the Houses of Parliament Westminster Abbey is situated. It's a na-
tional shrine where the kings and queens are crowned and famous people are
buried. It was founded by Edward the Confessor in 1050. The construction lasted
300 years. One of the greatest treasures of the Abbey is the oaken Coronation
Chair made in 1300. Near the West Door of the Abbey the Unknown Warrior
lies in a simple grave commemorating the men who died in the First World War.
The memorials to G.G. Byron, R. Burns, W. Shakespeare, W.M. Thackeray, W.
Scott attract tourists to the Poets’ Corner.

Londoners have a particular affection for St. Paul’s Cathedral, the largest
Pre Church in England. It is an archi al masterpiece of the eminent
architect Sir Christopher Wren. It stands on the site of the former Saxon and
Norman churches destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1656.The building
was completed in 1710. Wren is buried under the roof of his own great work. «If
you want to see his monument, look around», is written on his tomb.

Trafalgar Square is a place of pilgrimage for visitors. It’s the natural centre
of London. It is usually full of visitors feeding the pigeons and looking at the
statues and fountains. In the middle of the square we can see Nelson’s Column
with the statue of Nelson at the top. This monument was erected to commemo-
rate Nelson’s victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 where he defeated the
French and Spanish fleets. The pedestal of the Column is decorated with bas-
reliefs representing Nelson’s most famous victories. Here in Trafalgar Square the
National Gallery is situated. It contains an outstanding collection of paintings
from British, Italian, Spanish, French, Dutch and other famous schools. The
Tower of London is also a real attraction for tourists. It is one of the first and
most impressive castles built after the Norman invasion of England in 1066. Wil-
liam the Conqueror built it to protect the City of London. The Tower has been
used as a royal palace, an observatory, an arsenal, a state prison where many
famous people have been executed. It is now a museum where one can see the
Crown Jewels, the finest precious stones of the nation and a fine collection of
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armour, exhibited in the Keep. The security of the Tower is ensured by «Beef-
eaters» or the Yeoman Warders who still wear their picturesque Tudor uniform.
A lot of ancient traditions and customs are carefully kept in the Tower.

And it is true to the whole city. In every part of London you can find a very
genuine affection for national traditions.

Ex. 14 Fill in the blanks with suitable words.

1 In this historic city the modern ... with the old, the present is ever ... of
the past, the great and the small live side by side in ... tolerance and ... .

2 Tts buildings ... all the different areas of its history, for London ... in a
unique way to ... its past and at the same time to ... the functions of a modern
city.

3 This ... (the Houses of Parliament) is a ... example of Gothic ... .

4 One of the greatest ... of Westminster Abbey is the ... Coronation Chair
made in 1300.

5 St. Paul’s Cathedral is an architectural ... of the architect Sir Christopher
Wren.

6 Trafalgar Square is usually full of visitors ... the pigeons and looking at
the ...and ....

7 The Tower of London is now a museum where one can see the ... , the
finest ... stones of the nation and a fine collection of ... exhibited in the ... .

Ex. 15 Finish these sentences.

1 The City, the oldest part of London, is

a) the political heart of London.

b) the symbol of wealth and luxury.

c) the commercial and financial centre of the country.

2 The Houses of Parliament, called officially the Palace of Westminster,
were formerly

a) a royal prison.

b) a palace for kings and queens.

c) a national shrine where kings and queens were crowned.

3 Near the West Door of the Abbey the Unknown Warrior lies in a simple

ve

o a) commemorating the men who died in the First World War.

b) commemorating Nelson's victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.

¢) commemorating the men who died in different wars.

4 The pedestal of the Column is decorated with bas-reliefs representing

a) the history of London.

b) Nelson’s most famous victories.



c) Nelson’s life.

5 The Tower of London is one of the first and most impressive castles built
a) after the Great Fire of London in 1666.

b) by Edward the Confessor in 1050.

c) after the Norman invasion of England in 1066.

Ex. 16 Answer these questions.

1 How old is London?

2 What are the main parts of London?

3 What does London offer the visitors?

4 Where are the Houses of Parliament situated?

5 Why is the Clock Tower called «Big Ben»?

6 Is the Palace of Westminster a royal residence or a parliament house?

7 Where are the English kings and queens crowned?

8 When was Westminster Abbey founded? Why is it considered to be a na-
tional shrine?

9 Who was the architect of St. Paul's Cathedral? Why did he build this
church? Where is he buried? .

10 What is the natural centre of L.ondon?

11 What is there in the middle of Trafalgar square?

12 What does the National Gallery contain?

13 Who built the Tower of London and why?

14 The Tower has been used only as a royal palace,hasn’t it? What is it
now?

15 Is there really a genuine affection for national traditions in London?

Ex. 17 Speak about

-  the population of London —  Trafalgar Square
~  the parts of London —  The Tower of London
- London’s history — St Paul’s Cathedral

—  Houses of Parliament

Ex. 18 Look at these four adverts about London’s museums and do
some tasks after them.
Madame Tussaud’s
Whether you are interested in TV, films, sport or horror, whether you love
the Royal Family or loathe them, there’s something for everyone at Madame
Tussaud's.
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Opening times: Madame Tussaud’s is open from 10.00 am. — 5.30 p. m.
Every day except Christmas day.

Admission prices Normal Special Save
Adult $4.00 $2.80 $1.20
Child $2.00 $1.40 $0.60

HMS Belfast

The last survivor of the Royal Navy's big gun armored warships of the Sec-
ond World War, FDVIS Belfast is permanently moored in the River Thames
close to London Bridge and the Tower of London.

Opening times: open 7 days a week from 10.00 a.m.

Admission prices Normal Special Save
Adult $4.202 $.85 $1.20
Child $2.00 $1.40 $0.60

Student $3.00 $2.60 $0.40
Tower Hill Pageant

Tower Hill Pageant is an unforgettable experience which brings to life the
capital’s sights and sounds — even its smells from Roman London to the present
day.

Opening times: open 7 days a week. 1 April to 31 October 9.30 a.m. — 5.30.
pm.

Admission prices Normal Special Save
Adult $5.95 $4.00 $1.95
Child $3.95 $2.50 $1.45




Student $3.95 $2.50 I $1.45

Science Museum London
Spaceships, aeroplanes, computers and even an Egyptian mummy are
among the many thousands of objects in the Science Museum's world famous
collections.
Opening times: open daily 10.00 a.m. — 6. 00 p.m.

Admission prices Normal Special Save
Adult $5.00 free child entry $2.60

Child $2.60 free child entry $2.60

a) Fill in the blanks with suitable words.

A If your small brother wants to see a real warship goto . It is situated
not far from .

B Those who are interested in technology we invite to enjoy the collection
of . An adult with a child will be able to save § ___.

C If you want to have a good time and imagine what London looked like
many years ago, visit ___. A 16-year old boy will have topay $ .

D If you are a student the cheapest place to go for youis .

E Most of the museums in London work ___ days a week and open at .
o’clock.

F ____ doesn’t work on Christmas Day.

b) Make up dialogues, discussing where to go tonight/ at the week-
end/next Friday.

Ex. 19 Read and try to understand this text without a dictionary.
MY LONDON

I’m not a native Londoner, of course, but having lived here for the last 25
years, | certainly regard it as home. I think I could still have chosen London as
my home even if my business wasn’t here. London is special for me because
there are so many parks and places where one is able to take a long walk and be
surrounded by greenery.

Regent’s park and Hyde Park are two of my favourite places, particularly
for early momning walks in spring and summer. I like to go there about six
o’clock in the morning and it's so quiet. At times like that it’s really hard to be-
lieve that you're in the heart of a big city.
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London is a very erudite city; there are so many theatres and museums that
it must be a great source of inspiration to visitors who want to learn something. I
can't think of any other capital in the world where so much culture is provided at
so little cost; most of the museums here have free admission, and theatre tickets,
compared with prices charged elsewhere, are still extremely cheap — tickets on
Broadway must be about double the price. Entertainment is very good value
here; I go to Ronnie Scott’s some evenings if I’'m not too tired and have a drink
and listen to the jazz. It’s a fantastic piece and not overpriced.

I’ve always felt that London is a very safe city and one in which you can
wander around quite freely. The architecture is very solid, it gives the impression
that it was built for a purpose and not to entertain. But once you get inside, what
a wonderful surprise — inside is nearly the same what you would find in France
or Italy, but you would never guess it from the facade. Maybe it’s something to
do with the famous British reserve!

I'm very fond of jazz but really I like music most. I also love ballet, so I
make sure I get to see the Royal Ballet at Covent Garden once or twice a year. A
trip to the ballet would definitely be part of my ideal day in London.

Questions to the text:

1 Why does the narrator regard London as home?

2 What is the most pleasant in morning walks?

3 Why can London be called an erudite city?

4 What are the advantages of cultural life in London?

5 What is the difference between the facade and inside of the buildings?
6 How can you prove that London is a safe city?

Ex. 20 Read the following microdialogues , role-play them and think
of your own ones.

Microdialogue 1

A: Am 1 OK. for St. Paul’s Cathedral?

B: No you are going the wrong way. You want a 105 from the church.

A: Can you tell me where to get off?

B: It’s three stops after this one.

Microdialogue 2

A: Which line do I take for Marble Arch, please?

B: You want the Victoria to Oxford Circus and then change on to the Cen-

A: How do I get to the train?
B: Follow these signs. You can’t go wrong.
Microdialogue 3




A: Which train do I take for Victoria, please?

B: 9.25. Platform 3.

A: What time does it reach London?

B: It takes roughly two hours, so you’ll arrive just before 11. 30.
A: Is it necessary to change?

B: No, it’s a through train.

Microdialogue 4

A: What flights are there from London to Paris on Sunday?

B: 'l just see what there is.

A: I want to go economy, and I'd prefer the morning.

B: There’s one leaving at 9.25.

A: What time do I have to be there?

B: You'll have to be at the Heathrow Terminal by 8.35 at the latest.

Ex. 21 Sum up all the information about London and speak about the
capital of the UK.

3 British holidays, traditions and customs

Ex. 22 Every country has its own customs and traditions. The UK is
not an exeption. We hope that while reading these brief stories youw’ll find
much interesting and new information.

Holidays and Customs

Imagine you are in a medium-sized English town. It is Saturday morning in
April and the market place is full of noise. You hear the sound of music, at least
one accordion. a drum, tin whistle and fiddle. As you come closer you see an
interesting sight. There are some men dressed in white clothes but decorated in
the strangest way with bright ribbons, flowers and small bells. They dance, leap-
ing into the air, stamping their feet, and perform the most complicated pattern of
movements. They perform a morris dance and what they are doing is anything up
to eight hundred years old.

Now you are at the seaside. It is the end of July and the school holidays
have just begun. There is a strange little red and white stripped tent, and sitting in
front of it on the sand, a whole crowd of little children laughing and shouting.
They are watching a puppet theatre, Punch and Judy. Mr. Punch in his bright red
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clothes is hitting Judy over the head with a stick, while Toby, the dog, patiently
watches.

These are just two ples of ¢ which, despite television and other
social changes, are alive and well in England. There are many, many more, some
of them so local that they are only known in the villages where they take place.

In the matter of holidays the British are less well-off than other Europeans.
Most people have only three weeks paid holiday per year, and the bank holidays
put Britain at the bottom of the list of Common Market countries as far as public
holidays are concerned. British bank holidays are New Year’s Day, Good Friday,
Easter Monday, May Day, Spring Bank Holiday, Summer Bank Holiday,
Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Only when the UK joined the E.E.C. did New
Year’s Day become a public holiday. The patron saints days are not celebrated
with a holiday. They are St. David’s Dayl4 (March 1*) in Wales, St. George’s
Day (April 23) in England and St. Andrew’s Day (November 30) in Scotland.
Oq.lly Ireland, both North and South, has a holiday on St. Patrick’s Day (March
17%).

Punch and Judy — «ITawg 1 [DKyan» (TpaaHUBEOHHOE YJIAYHOE KyKOJEHOE
npeAcTaBlieHye THOa pycckoro TleTpymiki; ero riaBHmie AeliCTBYIONMME JTHIA:
ropGyH [lasd — BOILIOUIEHHE ONTHMH3MA K €ro jkena JDKyaw — HepAIUIMBas H
HECKJIaJHas),

morris dance — MOppHC (HApOJHBIM TeaTpAIH3OBAHHBIA  TaHel,
ACITOJTHAETCS BO BPEMs MaliCKUX Mpa3IHHAKORB);

E.E.C. — European Economic Comunity.

Guy Fawkes’ Night

In 1605 King James 1 was on the throne. As a Protestant, he was very un-
popular with Roman Catholics. Some of them planned to blow up the Houses of
Parliament on 5® November of that year, when the King was going to open Par-
liament. Under the House of Lords they stored thirty-six barrels of gunpowder,
which were to be exploded by a man called Guy Fawkes. However, one of the
plotters spoke about these plans and Fawkes was discovered, arrested and later
hanged. Since that day the English traditionally celebrate 5% November by burn-
ing a dummy, made of straw and old clothes, on a bonfire, at the same time let-
ting off fireworks.

This dummy is called a 'guy' (like Guy Fawkes) and children can often be
seen on the pavements before 5™ November saying, ‘Penny for the guy’. If they
collect enough money they can buy some fireworks.

plotter — 3aroBopumK




dummy — gyueno

Christmas

If you try to catch a train on 24 of December you may have difficulty in
finding a seat. This is the day when many people are travelling home to be with
their families on Christmas Day, 25" December. For most British families, this is
the most important festival of the year, it combines the Christian celebration of
the birth of Christ with the traditional festivities of winter.

On the Sunday before Christmas many churches hold a carol service where
special hymns are sung. Sometimes carol-singers can be heard on the streets as
they collect money for charity. People are reminded of Charles Dickens’ story
‘Christmas Carol’. Most families decorate their houses with brightly-coloured
paper or holly, and they usually have a Christmas tree in the corner of the front
room, glittering with coloured lights and decorations.

There are a lot of traditions connected with Christmas but perhaps the most
important one is the giving of presents. Family members wrap up their gifts and
leave them at the bottom of the Christmas tree to be found on Christmas morn-
ing. Children leave a long sock or stocking at the end of their beds on Christmas
Eve, 24™ December, hoping that Father Christmas will come down the chimney
during the night and bring them small presents, fruit and nuts. They are usually
not disappointed! At some time on Christmas Day the family will sit down to a
big turkey dinner followed by Christmas pudding. They will probably pull a
cracker with another member of the family. It will make a loud crack and a col-
oured hat, small toy and joke will fall out!

Later in the afternoon they may watch the Queen on television as she deliv-
ers her traditional Christmas message to the United Kingdom and the Common-
wealth. If they have room for even more food they may enjoy a piece of Christ-
mas cake or eat a hot mince pie. 26™ December is also a public holiday, Boxing
Day, and this is the time to visit friends and relatives or watch football.

carol — k3pon (POXKIECTBEHCKAs IECHS PEIATHO3HOTO CONEPKAHNS, ClIABs-
mas poxieHne XpHcTa)

charity — GnaroTBopHTENBHOCTS

holly — ocTpomict (seuno3eNEHOE pacTeHRE ¢ KPACHBIME ATOAAME)

Christmas pudding — pokIecTBEHCKMH NNHAT (C #310MOM, UyKATAMH A
MPAHOCTAMH)

to pull a cracker — 3anycTuts XIOMyMmKY

mince pie — ClIaIKul THPOKOK (KPYTASIA, CO CIATKOM HATHHKOM)

Hogmanay and First Footing
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At midnight on 31* December throughout Great Britain people celebrate
the coming of the new year, by holding hands in a large circle and singing the
song:

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,

And never brought to mind?

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,

And auld lang syne?

For auld lang syne, my dear,

For auld lang syne,

We’ll take a cup of kindness yet,

For auld lang syne!..

‘For auld lang syne’ means ‘in memory of past times’ and the words were
written by Scotland’s most famous poet, Robert Burns.

New Year’s Eve is a more important festival in Scotland than it is in Eng-
land, and it even has a special name. It is not clear where the word ‘Hogmanay’
comes from, but it is connected with the provision of food and drink for all visi-
tors to your home on 31* December.

It was believed that the first person to visit one’s-house on New Year’s Day
could bring good or bad luck. Therefore, people tried to arrange for the person of
their own choice to be standing outside their houses ready to be let in the mo-
ment midnight had come. Usually a dark-complexioned man was chosen, and
never a woman, for she would bring bad luck. The first footer was required to
carry three articles: a piece of coal to wish warmth, a piece of bread to wish food,
and a silver coin to wish wealth. In parts of northern England this pleasing cus-
tom is still observed

Easter

Although the Christian religion gave the world Easter as we know it today,
the celebration owes its name and many of its customs and symbols to a pagan
festival called Easter. Easter, the Anglo-Saxon goddess of springtime and sun-
rise, got her name from the word east, where the sun rises. Every spring northern
European peoples celebrated the festival of Easter to honour the awakening of
new life in nature. Christians related the rising of the sun to the resurrection of
Jesus and their own spiritual rebirth.

Many modern Easter symbols come from pagan times. The egg, for in-
stance, was a fertility symbol long before the Christian era. The ancient Persians,
Greeks and Chinese exchanged eggs at their spring festivals. In Christian times
the egg took on a new meaning symbolizing the tomb from which Christ rose.
The ancient custom of dyeing eggs at Easter time is still very popular.

The Easter bunny also originated in pre-Christian fertility lore. The rabbit
was the most fertile animal our ancestors knew, so they selected it as a symbol of



new life. Today, children enjoy eating candy bunnies and listening to stories
«bout the Easter bunny, who supposedly brings Easter eggs in a fancy basket.

pagan — A3bIMECKHH

resurrection — BOCKpEIEHHE

a fertility symbol — cumpon miogopoans
bunny — nack. KpoJuK, TX. Rabbit

May Day Celebrations

The beautiful springtime festival of May Day is observed in every nation,
each according to its own customs and traditions. In most countries on May Ist a
new life begins for both nature and man.

May Day is more important in Northern Europe than in warmer countries
farther south. People grow tired of snow and ice and short winter days to which
May Day signifies an end. The people of Belgium welcome spring with parades
and fairs. Holland celebrates with tulip festivals and in Switzerland people offer
up special May Day prayers. In France people buy flowers at sidewalk stands.
They wear them and jive them to their friends for luck.

As summer comes, Britain likes to celebrate the end of winter, Much of this
celebrations is connected with dancing, which is performed to encourage life and
growth and drive away harmful spirits. Children may be seen dancing round the
Maypole on village greens, wearing their brightly-coloured scarves into a beauti-
ful pattern. Morris men dance all day long on May 1™ waving their white hand-
kerchiefs to drive away the evil spirits and welcome in the new ones.

The Eisteddfod

Llangollen is indeed a fine place for a romantic scene. Surrounded by tree-
covered hills it lies in a valley of the River Dee. Its charm is very mild. Many
visitors come here to the International Eisteddfod held each year.

The annual National Eisteddfod is certainly the most picturesque and most
moving ceremony in Wales. Here the love of song and poetry of the Welsh is
organized to make a spectacle unique in the world. Presided over by white-robed
druids with their attendant blue-robed bards, the Eisteddfod calls upon the people
of Wales each year to send forth its singers and poets to participate in this col-
ourful tournament. The most important event is the choosing of the winning poet,
and so great is the nationwide interest in this ceremony that special newspaper
editions are read by those, who, unable to go to the Eisteddfod, follow it with the
interest that in England is shown to dog races and football matches.
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And the Welsh sing at Eisteddfod for days. The National Eisteddfod takes
place at some place in South Wales (even years) and North Wales (uneven
years).

Clans and Tartans

The Gaelic word ‘clan’ means ‘family’ or ‘descendants’ and the great clans
of the 16" and 17" centuries were indeed very similar to enormous families,
ruled by powerful chiefs. Sometimes there were fierce battles between different
clans but nowadays the McDonalds and the McKenzies, the Campbells and the
Lindsays all live in peace with each other. It is possible to find people with these
surnames in many English-speaking countries, and they all feel they share the
same background.

The wearing of tartans or coloured checks was in the Highland:
before the defeat by the English in 1745. Originally, the tartan was worn as a
single piece of cloth, drawn in at the waist and thrown over the shoulder. The kilt
did not become popular until the beginning of the 18" century. Each clan has its
own tartan and, since the first international gathering of the clans in 1972, many
people have become interested in traditional forms of Scottish dress. Tartans are
now part of international fashion.

Many people in Scotland have the name McDonald or McKenzie. ‘Mac’
means ‘son of’ and people with this name usually feel they belong to the same
family or clan. Campbell or Cameron are other common surnames. Common
boys’ names are Angus, Donald or Duncan, and girls’ names are Morag, Fiona or
Jean. The names Jimmy and Jock are so common that many English people call a
man from Scotland ‘a Jimmy’ or ‘a Jock’.

descendants — IOTOMKH

Ex. 23 Can you answer these questions?

1 When is morris dance performed?

2 What is a “bank holiday”?

3 When is Guy Fawkes night celebrated?

4 What do children leave at the ends of their beds on Christmas Eve and
why?

5 What three articles was the first footer required to carry?

6 What is the name for New Year’s Eve in Scotland?

7 What song do usually people sing at midnight on 31* December through-
out Great Britain?

8 What are the symbols of fertility used in Christian times?

9 What does May Day signify?

$3



10 Where do celebrations of songs, poetry and literature take place?

Ex. 24 What do you know about...
1 The most important festival of the year for most British families?
2 Traditions concerned with Christmas in Britain?
3 A morris dance?
4 Hogmanay and its traditions?
5 Guy Fawkes’ night?
6 The Eisteddfods, the Welsh tournaments of singers and poets?
7 Clans and tartans in Scotland?

‘Crossword Puzzle (Figure 1).

Acraoss:

1) a Scottish name for New Year’s Eve;

3) a single piece of cloth;

5) a Scottish name for coloured checks

7) a Welsh festival of songs and poetry;

9) an ancient symbol of new life.

Down:

2) the most important festival for most British families;
4) the most popular drink in Britain;

6) an ancient symbol of fertility;

8) the Scottish word for “family” or “descendants”;

10) the name for a dummy made of straw and old clothes which is burned

on 5™ November.
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Final Quize

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Choose the correct answer from the variants listed below.
1 What is the official name of the country whose language you study?
a) Great. Britain b) England c) the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland

2 How many countries does the United Kingdom consist of?

a) four b) three c) two

3 What is the capital of Scotland?

a) Manchester b) Edinburgh ¢) Glasgow

4 What is the capital of Wales?

a) Edinburgh b) Cardiff ¢) Liverpool

5 What is the capital of Northern Ireland?

a) Cardiff b) Dublin c) Belfast

6 What is the state system of the United Kingdom?

a) constitutional monarchy b) parliamentary republic c) a limited monarchy
7 What is the name of the British national flag?

a) the Union Jack b) the Sainl Andrew’s Cross c) the Saint David’s Cross
8 What is the emblem of England?

a) a shamrock b) a red rose c) a leek

9 What is the emblem ol Scotland?
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a) a daffodil b) a dragon c) a thistle

10 What are the emblems of Wales?

a) a shamrock, a clover and a red hand

b) a rose and the Saint George’s cross

c) a dragon, a daffodil, a leek, a dove

11 What is the emblem of Northern Ireland?

a) a shamrock b) a red rose c)a thistle

12 What chambers does the British Parliament consist of?

a) the Senate and the House of Representatives b) the House of Lords and

the House of Commons c) the Cabinet of Ministers and the Shadow Cabinet

13 Who presides in the House of Lords?

a) the Lord Chancellor b) the Speaker c) the Prime Minister

14 Who presides in the House of Commons?

a) the Lord Chancellor b) the Speaker

15 Where does the British Premier live and work?

a) at 10 Downing Street b) in the Houses of Parliament c) in Buckingham

Palace

16 What natural resources bring the most profits to the British economy?
a) coal reserves b) oil reserves c) water resources

17 What is the fastest way to cross the English Channel?

a) through the Channel Tunnel (the Channel) b) by boat c) by ferry

18 What is the most important airport in Great Britain?

a) Heathrow Airport ) Gatwick Airport c) Stansted Airport

19 What is the school-leaving age in the United Kingdom?

a)16b) 13¢c) I8

20 Which of the following stages of British education is not obligatory?
a) nursery school b) primary school ¢) secondary school

21 What is the top secondary school in Great Britain?

a) Chiswick Community School b) Harrow c) Eton

22 What is the highest mark in British schools?

a)Ab)Cc)G

23 What do we call the following pattern of tuition: six months in college

and six months in industry?

a) “sandwich” courses b) further education c) full-time tuition
24 What universities have the highest academic reputation in the United

Kingdom?

a) Oxford University and Cambridge University

b) London University and Bristol University

¢) Red-brick universities

25 What is the first degree awarded by universities?
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a) a doctor’s degree b) a bachelor’s degree c)a master’ degree

26 At a British university or college a tutor is ... .

a) a person who examines students and gives them marks

b) a person who has the highest rank of the teachers in a department and de-

livers lectures

c) a member ot a staff who teaches small groups of students and gives them

help and advice.

27 What are the best English resorts?

a) Bristol and Southampton b) Brighton and Bath ¢) Leeds and Bradford
28 What is the tallest building in England?

a) the Tower of London b) the Canary Wharf Tower

¢) Hampton Court Palace

29 What is the London residence of Queen Elizabeth I1?

a) the Tower of London b) Windsor Castle c) Buckingham Palace

30 Where is Nelson’s Column situated?

a) in Parliament Square b) in Trafalgar Square c) in Piccadilly Circus

31 Where are British kings crowned?

a) in St. Paul's Cathedral b) in Westminster Abbey ¢) in Canterbury Cathe-

32 Who was the architect of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London?

a) Sir Christopher Wren b) Edward Bailey c) Henry Tale

33 The ravens are a famous sight of ...

a) the Tower of London b) London zoo c) Covent Garden

34 Scottish surnames begin with....

a) O’ b) Mac or Mc ¢) de

35 What is the Scottish national costume for men?

a) the tuxedo b) the bearskin c) the kilt

36 What is the most famous sport event in Scotland?

a) the Highland Games b) the Commonwealth Games c) the Wimbledon

Championship

37 What country is called a land ol castles and princes?

a) England b) Northern Ireland c¢) Wales

38 What is the most important festival of Welsh poetry and music?

a) Eisteddfod b) the Edinburgh Festival c) the Rock festival in Liverpool
39 What is the name of the six counties of Northern Ireland?

a) Antrim b) Ulster c) Causeway .
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Unit Three MASS MEDIA
DISCUSSION POINTS

1 Sources of Information

2 Something to Think Over
3 Mass Media Quiz

1 Sources of Information

1.1 Topical Vocabulary

Ex. 1 Consult a dictionary and practise the pronunciation of the fol-

lowing words and phrases. Memorize them.

1) mass media, mass communica- -
tions

2) newssheet -

3) daily . -

4) weekly -

5) monthly -

6) quarterly -
7) periodical -
8) local affairs -
9) home (national, domestic, inter- -
nal) affairs (events)
10) foreign (international, world, -
external) affairs (events)
11) a burning problem -
12) readable -
13) readership -
14) circulation -
15) to give coverage -
16) to deal with -
17) matter -
18) to present -

&0

CMH

JIHCTOBKA
eKe/IHEBHBIH
exKeHeaeNbHbIlH,

exeHeIeNbHAK
@XKEMEeCAIHbIH,

eXKeMEeCTIHAK
eKEKBAPTATbHBIH
NIEPHOIMYECKOE H3JaHHE
MECTHBbIE COOBITHA
BHYTPEHHHE COOBITHA, COObI-

THSA B CTpaHe
cobbiThs 3a pybexkoM

aKTyanbHas npobnemMa
HHTEpPECHbIH
9HTaTeNH

THpax

OcBelaTh
PaccMaTpHBaTh
Marepaan

TI0/1aBaTh

19) “quality” newspapers

20) to subscribe to
21) to broadcast
22) to telecast

23) newscast

24) to report

25) cover

26) binding

27) newspaper
28) magazine
29) to publish
30) developments
31) thoughtfully
32) advertisement
33) supplement
34) to feature

35) feature article

1.2 Introductory Text

—  mpecca “BbICOKOr0 KayecT-
Ba” (it OU3HECMEHOB, TO-
JMTHKOB H T.JI), ra3eThl HON-
Horo dopmara

—  TOJNHCHIBATLCA

—  nepexaBaTh IO pajuo

—  [epejaBaTh 1o
TeIeBHICHHAIO

- 0030p HoBOCTEH

—  cooDIIaTh, MUCATh, Te4aTaTh

- obnoxka

- peperuier

- rasera

—  KypHan

- H37aBaTk, evaTarth

-  cobbitia, 06CTOATENECTBA

—~  COHEpXaTeNbHO

- pexiama, o0bABIeHHE

~  [pWIOXKeHHe

- TIOMEMmIATh B raseTe (Ha BRI-
HOM MecTe)

- Oobmas cTaThs B rasete
(mocBsmeHHas KakoH-mbo
ozHoll TeMe), 09epK

Ex. 2 Read and translate the text. Be ready to do a few tasks after it.

Mass Media

Mass media or mass communications are one of the most characteristic fea-

tures of modemn civilization. People are united into one global community with
the help of mass media. Using mass media people can leam about what is hap-
pening in the world very fast. The mass media include the press (newspapers and
magazines), radio and television. Every day we read newspapers and magazines,
listen to radio and watch TV. Nowadays there are so many newspapers and
magazines, radio stations and TV channels that we have to be very selective and
give preference to some of them.

The earliest kind of mass media was newspaper. The first newspaper was
Roman handwritten newssheet called “Acta Diurna” (“Daily Events”) started in
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59 B.C. Magazines appeared in 1700’s. They developed from newspapers and
booksellers’ catalogs. As far as newspapers are concerned they may be daily, or
weekly. Magazines may be weekly, monthly and quarterly. Several periodicals
are available in English.

The newspapers contain and give coverage of local, home and foreign af-
fairs. Their publications deal with very burning problems of our history, latest
events and forecasts for future. They also touch upon cultural, sports news.

Newspapers can present and comment on the news in much detail in com-
parison with radio and TV newscasts. Newspapers can cover much more events
and news.

Magazines do not focus on daily, rapidly changing events. They provide
more profound analysis of events of preceding week. Magazines are designed to
be kept for a longer time so they have cover and binding and are printed on better

Radio and TV appeared only in the 20™ century.

The most exciting and entertaining kind of mass media is television. It
brings moving pictures and sounds directly to people’s homes. So one can see
events in faraway places just sitting in their chairs. The name “Television”
comes from Greek word meaning “far”, and a Latin word meaning “to see”, so
the word “television” means “to see far”.

Radio is widespread for its portability. It means that radios can easily be
carried around. People like listening to the radio on the beach or picnic, while
driving a car or just walking down the street. The main kind of radio entertain-
ment is music.

Ex. 3 Find in the text the English equivalents to the following sen-
tences.

1 C nOMOHIbIO CpelcTs MaccoBoll HH(OPMAIMH JBOAK 09eHb OBICTPO Y3~
HAIOT O TOM, 9TO NPOHCXOHT B MHPe.

2 CeroaHs CymecTBYeT TAK MHOIO raseT M JKyPHAIOB, pagvoCTanuAl K
TeJIeBU3HOHHBIX KAHAJIOB, 4TO HAM HYXKHO BBITh OUEHb W3GHpaTEILHBIMHU.

3 VX H3NAHBA paccMaTPHBAIOT aKTyalbHbie MpoOJieMbl Halieli MCTODHH,
nocie/Hue COOBITHA | IIPOTHO3bI Ha By ymee.

4 TaxaM o6pa3soM, MPOCTO CHAA B KPECNe, MOKHO HaOmozaTh 3a CoObI-
THAMH, HPOHCXOANNIMMA B OTAANCHHBIX YTONKAX 3EMIIH.

5 D70 3HAUHT, YTO PAAMO MOYKHO JIEFKO HOCHTE C cOBOI.

Ex. 4 Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words.

| Mass media or mass ... are one of the most characteristic features of
modern civilization.
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2 The earliest kind of mass media was ... .

3 Magazines may be weekly, ... and ... .

4 Newspapers can ... and ... ... the news in much detail in ... with radio
and TV newscasts.

5 The most ... and ... kind of mass media is television.

Ex. 5 Answer the questions to the text.

1 What kinds of mass media do you know?

2 Why do we have to be very selective nowadays?

3 What was the earliest kind of mass media?

4 What do the newspapers/magazines contain and give?
5 Why is television so exciting?

Ex. 6 Using the information in the text speak about
1 The origin of the press, radio and television.
2 The difference between a newspaper and a magazine/a radio and a TV

1.3 Topical Exercises

Ex. 7 Read the following and extract the necessary information.
Newspapers

a) Background

Some newspapers are tabloids (= small in size). These are usually the popu-

lar press (= short articles and lots of pictures), and they ofien have a larger cir-
culation (= number of readers). The more serious newspapers are bigger in size.
People often refer 1o newspapers as the press.

b) Contents
reports (= pieces of writing about news items, e.g. @ report in The Times); arti-
cles (= pieces of writing about an important subject, e.g. an article about
drugs); headlines (= title in large letters above the report/article, e.g. a front-
page headline); reviews (= articles giving an opinion of new films, books, etc.,
e.g. a review of ...); adverts (= words and pictures about a product, to make
people buy it, e.g. an ad for ...)

¢) People
editor (= person in control of the daily production); reporters/journalists (=
people who report news and write articles); photographers (= people who take
the pictures in the papers)

d) Headlines
Certain words (usually short) are in ne

headlines. Verb gram-

e 2
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mar is also different in headlines: the present simple can be used for present or
past events; an infinitive ofien refers to the future. Articles (the/a) and the verb
be are often not included.

row (= an argument); back (= support); quit (= leave a job); hit (= have a
bad effect on); bid (= try/attempt); talks (= discussions); cut (= reduce/make
less); key (= very important)

e) ‘It said in the paper that ..."
When we refer to hing written in a spaper we use these phrases: It said
in The Times that they 've found the missing girl. (NOT i#s-w¥itten in ...) Accord-
ing to The Guardian, the missing girl was found last night.

Ex. 8 Fill in the gaps with the correct preposition.

1 There was areport ......... The Independent ......... this new law.
2 Have you read any reviews ......... his new film?

3 I'sanadvert......... a type of mobile phone, I think.

4 Ireadit ......... the paper.

5 High unemployment won’t last according ......... the paper.

Ex. 9 Rewrite these headlines in your own words. Don’t repeat the un-
derlined words. Remember that small words like articles (the/a) and pro-
nouns (his/my) are often not included in headlines, but they will need to be
in your answers.

1 MINISTER TO QUIT 5 Government to cut spending

A minister is going to quit his job. on new hospitals

2 Japan and US start fresh talks 6 Bad weather hits rail service

3 GERMANY BACKS US PLAN 7 MINISTERS IN NEW
ROW OVER TAX

4 POLICE DISCOVER KEY 8 New bid to cut teenage
WITNESS smoking

Ex. 10 Look though the information below and discuss your favourite
TV programmes in small groups. Use the phrases after the text.

Types of TV Programmes
Soap opera: a programme often on two or three times a week, which
follows the lives of a group/community of people. The stories are often ex-
citing, dramatic and hard to believe. Quiz show or Game show: individuals
or teams (called contestants) answer questions or play different games
against each other. The winner gets a prize, e.g. money or a holiday. Chat
show: a programme where a presenter talks to famous people about their
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lives. Documentary: a film with factual information, often about a probiem
in society. Series: a number of programmes about the same situation or the
same characters in different situations. This may be a comedy series (= pro-
grammes that try to be funny), or a drama series (= programmes with inter-
esting characters and exciting situations). Current affairs: programmes
about a social or political probler. Current means happening ‘now/at the
present time’.

At the moment there are five ‘terrestrial’ channels (or stations) on TV
(BBC 1, BBC 2, ITV1, Channel 4 and Channel 5) in Britain. If you pay ex-
tra, you can have a satellite dish and receive satellite TV; or pay to have
cable TV (TV sent through wire cables underground).

Talking TV

What’s on TV tonight? Is there anything on TV tonight?

What time’s the fiim on?

I quite like television commercials. (= the ads between programmes)

Are they showing the game live or just recorded highlights? (= parts of the
game after it has been played, e.g. later in the day/evening)

Ex. 11 Discuss these questions

I What does the title the Internet suggest to you?

2 Would you like to have access to the Internet? What would you do with
it?

...and keep in mind...

The Internet/the Net is a system connecting (= linking) millions of com-
puters worldwide (= around the world). In order to get online (= become con-
nected) you must connect your computer to a phone line using a modem. You
also need an Internet Service Provider (ISP), e.g. aol, freeserve, beltelecom.
On the Internet, there are different search engines you can use such as ‘Yahoo’,
‘Google’ or “Excite’ to find what you are looking for. When you go online (=
use the Internet), you can browse (= look at) different websites and download
stuff from the Internet. (= move data from one computer to another)

Ex. 12 Read the text. Consult a dictionary when translating the under-
lined words and phrases.

The Internet as a Mass Medium
The Internet (also known simply as “the Net” or “the Web™) can be briefly
understood as “a network of networks”. Specifically, it is the worldwide, pub-
licly accessible network of interconnected computer networks. It consists of mil-
lions of ller d ic demic, business, and governmental networks,

>



which together carry various information and services, such as electronic mail,
online chat, file transfer, and the interlinked Web pages and other documents of
the World Wide Web.

Contrary to some common usage, the Internet and the World Wide Web are
not synonymous: the Internet is a collection of interconnected computer net-
works; the Web is a collection of interconnected documents. The World Wide
Web is accessible via the Internet, along with many other services including e-
mail, file sharing and others described beiow.

Toward the end of the 20" century, the advent of the World Wide Web
marked the first era in which any individual could have a means of exposure on a
scale comparable to that of mass media. For the first time, anyone with a web
site can address a global audience. Although a vast amount of information, im-
agery, and commentary (i.e. “content”) has been made available, it is often diffi-
cult to determine the authenticity and reliability of information contained in web
pages (in many cases, self-published). The invention of the Internet has also al-
lowed breaking news stories to reach around the globe within minutes. This rapid
growth of instantaneous, decentralized communication is often deemed likely to
change mass media and its relationship to society.

The mternet is quickly becoming the center of mass media. Everything is
becoming accessible via the intemnet. Instead of picking up a newspaper, or
watching the 10 o’clock news, people will log onto the internet to get the news
they want, when they want it. Many workers listen to the radio through the inter-
net while sitting at their desk. Games are played through the internet. Blogging
has become a huge form of media, popular through the internet. Even the educa-
tion system relies on the internet. Teachers can contact the entire class by send-
ing one e-mail. They have web pages where students can get another copy of the
class outline or assignments. Some classes even have class blogs where students
must post weekly, and are graded on their contributions. The internet thus far has
become an extremely dominant form of media.

Ex. 13 Explain what the Internet is. Speak about your Internet Service
Provider.

Ex. 14 Are you an Internet addict? Test yourself. Take the Internet
Addiction Test on

http:/fcounsellingresource.com/quizzzs/intemet-addiction/index.html

4.1 Dialogue

Ex. 15 Read, translate and act out the advertisement. Keep in mind the

06

; fact that in order to watch television in Britain people need to buy an annual

Jicence. It costs about £80.
W =Woman I = Inspector

W Who’s there?

I Inspector R21. Our records show you have an unlicenced television on
the premises. Please open the door. You have forty seconds to comply. If you're
still watching TV without 2 licence, be warned. There may come a time when
our enquiries are no longer carried out by humans.

W But my husband bought the telly.

I Thirty seconds. Already, we’re equipped with computerized records of

unlicenced home in the country.

W He said he’d get the licence.

I Twenty seconds. So, our eight hundred enquiry officers will track you
down sooner or later, wherever you are.

‘W Why are you picking on me?

1 Ten seconds. Last year we caught 260,000 offenders.

W Go away.

1 Five seconds.

So, even without robots, the future looks pretty bad for licence evaders.

1 Time’s up! Get a licence. Or get a visit.

Ex. 16 Act out the adverti t. Mind the i ion patterns of the
declarative and interrogative sentences.

2 Something to Think Over

Ex. 17 Read the p ge and di its contents in small groups /in
class.
TV and Health
TextA

TV violence link disputed. The research was carried out over 17 years
Children who watch more than an hour of television a day are more likely to be
violent, claims a study. However, this finding is disputed by a UK expert, who
describes the study as “flawed”.

The research was carried out by Jeffrey Johnson, of Columbia University
and the New York State Psychiatric Institute. His team tracked more than 700
children through adolescence to adulthood. They found that those who had
watched one or more hours of television a day appeared much more likely to get
into fights or behave aggressively towards other people later in life.

The results were adjusted to take account of possible influencing factors,
such as family income, childhood neglect or psychiatric disorders during child-



hood. Only 5.7% of the adolescents who watched iess than an hour of television
a day committed aggressive acts in later years, compared with 22.5% of those
who watched between one and three hours, and 28.8% of those who watched
more than three hours a day.

Professor Johnson, said: «Our findings suggest that, at l.ast during early
adolescence, responsible parents should avoid permitting their children watch
more than one hour of television a day.»

‘Exhausted’ Among the problems cited by the report are obesity, sleep disrup-
tion, diabetes and the triggering of autism.

The report also makes a connection between television watching and
changes in the hormone melatonin, which is linked to the immune system and the
onset of puberty.

Computer games Mr Bangs, head of education at the NUT (National Un-
ion of Teachers), says “If you’ve been watching until two in the morning, you
come in tired and exhausted.”

But sociologist Professor Frank Furedi casts doubt on the claims — and says

children’s television viewing was in decline, as they shifted towards computer
games and the internet. “It seems that every week we get another report that tells
us about another threat to our children,” he said.
Story in full TT HAS long been blamed for creating a nation of couch potatoes.
But a new report today claims that Britain’s love affair with television is causing
far more damage — both physically and psychologically — than previously
thought.

Today’s report suggests the consequences of television range from myopia
and attention deficit disorder to diabetes, autism, Alzheimer’s and a generation
whose brains are being numbed by on-screen imagery.

Dr Sigman claims the battery of ill effects takes its toll on both body-and
mind; the effect on the brain is not stimulating, but almost narcotic, numbing the
areas of the brain stimulated by, for example, reading.

Text B

OBESITY Television viewing is directly related to and now considered an
independent cause of obesity. Sitting in front of a screen commands an increas-
ingly large part of children's lives and, Dr Sigman believes, has replaced physical
activity for many.

HEALING Television may be involved in alterations in the activity, size
and consistency of skin immune cells. It may lead to an increase in the migration
of “cutaneous immune system mast cells”, parts of body tissue that play a key
role in healing wounds and offering defence against disease.

HEART TROUBLE Television can set the conditions for long-term car-

diovascular illness, some research claims.

METABOLISM A significant relationship was found in which the meta-
bolic rate decreased as average weekly hours of television viewing increased.
Lowered metabolism leads to a reduced ability to burn fat.

EYESIGHT Permanent eyesight damage previously attributed to genetics
is now being strongly linked to television-screen exposure. TV screens, or indeed

uter screens, are blamed for a rising incidence of myopia as they demand
long periods of fixed attention from the viewer.

ALZHEIMER’S Television viewing between ages 20 to 60 is associated
with the development of Alzheimer’s disease: for each additional daily hour of
television viewing, the associated risk of Alzheimer’s disease development in-

Attenti y and reaction time may also be affected.

ATTENTION SPAN Long periods of TV viewing may affect what are
called the “neuronal ‘mechanisms” behind attention and impulse control. This
means damaging brain-cell development and the person’s ability to concentrate
on non-TV subjects. For children this could mean learning difficulties and atten-
tion disorders.

CANCER Reduced levels of melatonin may also result in a greater chance
that cell DNA will produce cancer-causing mutations.

AUTISM Early childhood television viewing may be an important factor
in autism, which currently affects one in every 166 children. Dr Sigman quotes
Cornell University, which last year published research suggesting television may
be a trigger in young children with a tendency to the condition.

HUNGER The lack of sleep ascribed to the effects of watching TV may
directly increase appetite and body-fat production. Research suggests it could do
this through alterations in the hormones leptin and ghrelin, which regulate feel-
ings of being full and of hunger respectively.

BRAIN GROWTH Even interactive media such as computer games have
been associated with limited neurological activity. Watching television has been
found by neuroscientists to be a “non-intellectually stimulating activity” for brain
development. This was not found to be the case for reading.

DIABETES Dr Sigman’s report suggests TV viewing is directly related to
and significantly raises the risk of abnormal glucose metabolism and new Type-
two diabetes. This is linked to side-effects of a sedentary lifestyle and the kind of
diet that can go with heavy TV watching, such as sweets and sugary drinks.

Moral education The study confirms for aduits what is accepted by many
psychologists about children: viewing a lot of violence increases the likelihood
that the person will behave that way.

Craig Anderson at Iowa State University in Ames says that people do not
seem to be getting that message: “People don’t seem to understand that because
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they don’t notice the way they’ve changed or the way they treat people, it
doesn’t mean there is no effect.”

But Chris Boyatzis, a psychologist at Bucknell University, Philadelphia,
says the link between TV viewing and violence may not be direct: “What may be
going on is that families high in TV viewing are also lower in moral and charac-
ter education.”

It is important that parents “filter” what their children watch, he says:
“Some studies have shown that about 75 per cent of kids” TV viewing is done
without the company of parents, which is tragic.”

Ex. 18 Speak about the effects of television and computers on chil-
dren/other people.

Ex. 19 Give a summary of the texts.
Ex. 20 Think over the consequences and work out possible solutions.
3 Mass Media Quiz

Ex. 21 Match the words with their definitions.

1 newspaper 4 magazine 7 the media 10 comic
2 Sunday paper 5 journal 8 tabloid 11 listings
3 local paper 6 the press 9 the popular press

a) newspapers and the people who write for them

b) a set of large folded sheets of paper containing news, articles, pictures,
etc., which is printed and sold every day or every week

c) lists of films, plays, and other events, with details of the times, dates, and
places where they will happen

d) a newspaper that gives news mainly about the town or area where it is
printed

e) a paper that is sold every Sunday, and is usually bigger than papers sold
on other days

f) a newspaper that doesn’t contain much serious news, but has stories
about famous people, sport, etc.

g) newspapers that are read by a lot of people and generally contain articles
that are entertaining rather than serious, for example, stories about people on
television and in sport

h) a serious magazine on a particular subject, containing articles by univer-
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sity teachers, scientists, doctors. ..

i) all the organizations that are involved in providing information to the
public, especially newspapers, television, and radio.

j) a magazine, especially for children, that consists of funny or exciting sto-
ries which are told using a series of pictures

k) a large, thin book with a paper cover, often printed on shiny paper, which
contains stories, articles, photographs, and sometimes also news

Ex. 22 Choose the right answer.
1 I don’t think this newspaper cartoon is funny, but I like the !

a. caption b. label c. message d. text
2 When you go out, will you get me of “The Guardian™?

a. a copy b. an edition  c. a paper d. a publica-
tion
3 Iread a newspaper every day to keep with the current affairs.

a. contemporary b. modern c. present-day  d. up-to-date
4 There is a very interesting in the paper about modern jazz.

a. article b. documentary c. news d.  pro-
gramme
5 A newspaper normally makes the final decision about the paper's
contents.

a. editor b. journalist c. reporter d. pub-
lisher

6 Dear Sirs, I am writing in response to your
terday’s “Business Man”.

a. advertisement  b. announcement c. propaganda  d. publicity
7 Every morning I do the crossword in the newspaper.

a. problem b. puzzie c. question d.

for a sales clerk in yes-

test

Ex. 23 Read the newspaper contents list. Which pages would you look

at if you wanted to read about the following:

1 articles for sale 6 news from abroad

2 clothes 7 people who have died recently

3 the editor’s comments on the news 8 duties performed by the Queen

yesterday
9 second-hand cars
10 recently published books

4 films being shown locally
5 houses for sale
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Ex. 24 Match the kinds of programmes with their definitions.

1 chat show 4 cartoon 7 soap opera
2 quiz show 5 sitcom 8 the news
3 game show 6 breakfast show 9 wildlife programme

10 documentary

a) a film, especially a story for children, that is made by photograph-
ing a series of drawings, 5O that they seem to move

b) a television story about a group of people and their lives, which is
broadcast regularly for many years

¢) a programme in which famous people talk about themselves and
answer questions about their lives, opinions, etc.

d) a television programme about wild animals or plants

¢) a programme in which people or teams compete against each
other by answering questions

f) a programme that gives you facts and information about a serious
subject, such as history, science or social programme

¢) a programme in which people play games and answer questions in
order to win prizes

h) a programme that is broadcast several times each day, which tells
you about all the important events that are happening in the world

i) a programme which is broadcast early in the morning, which in-
cludes news and tells you what time it is; there are also usually songs and
jokes and conversations with famous people

j) an amusing programme in which there is a different story each
week about the same group of people

*

Ex. 25 Choose the correct answer.

1 Did you see that about wildlife in Africa on television
last week?

a) documentary b) history ¢) slapstick d) soap opera

2 All three TV channels provide extensive of sporting

ts.

a) broadcast b) bulletin ¢) episode d) piece

3 There are more than ten TV in St Petersburg and all of
them allow advertising.

a) broadcasts b) canals c)channels d) screens

4 Violent programmes on TV may have a bad on chil-

a) control b) influence c¢) power d) pressure

5 The programme was SO successful that a
made.

a) after-effect b) backup ¢) by-product d) follow-up

6 We are interrupting this programme for a news

a)alarm b)alert c)flash d) signal

7 1 must remember to my TV license next week.

a) regain b) renew c) replace d) retain

8 The comedy in silent films was especially funny.

a) clownish b) mocking ¢) slapstick d) witty

series is being

Ex. 26 Fill in the text with the following words.

pick up charm channel  television  hour
turned off coming acting watched by heart
soap opera characters  plot

Don Bradley turned the 1 to a different 2
and for an 3 or so 4 a lovely § that
he knew 6 , having seen it at least ten times. He did not have
to follow the 7 He knew the film so well that he could
8 the story anywhere along the way. The 9 of it
was in the 10 and the 11 . The film came to its
happy 12 andhe 13 the television..




Unit Four ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM

DISCUSSION POINTS

1 What Really Threatens the Environment

2 Nature Protection
3 Something to Think Over

1 What Really Threatens the Environment

1.1 Topical Vocabulary

Ex. I Consult a dictionary and practise the pronunciation of the fol-

lowing words and phrases. Memorize them.

1 environment

2 environmental protection
3 to poison

4 to contaminate

5 contamination

6 to pollute / pollution

7 to spread (spread, spread)
8 earthquake

9 flood (to flood)

10 uninhabitable

11 overpopulation

12 consumption

13 deforestation

14 ozone depletion

I5 acid rains

16 global warming

17 greenhouse effect

18 industrial and nuclear waste

19 fertilizer

20 species

21 to die out

22 to become extinct

23 on the brink of extinction
24 to emit / emission

25 disaster / disastrous

— OKpyXalomas cpesia

—— 3aI0UTa OKpYXKaloMeH cpeisl
~— OTpaBNATh

— 3apa%aThb, OTPABIATH

~- 3aTPA3HEHNE, 3apAKEHHE

—- 3aTPASHATE / 3aTPA3HECHHAE

— PacTpOCTPaHATECH

~— 3eMJIETpACEHHE

— HaBOJIHEHHE (3aTOMIATh)

— HETPUTONHBIH A7A (KW3HH)
—TiepeHaceneHne

— noTpebnenue

— obeanecenne

—— HCTOIIEHHE 030HHOIO CIOs
— KHCJIOTHbIE JOKIH

— robanbHOe MoTenaeHue

~— MapHUKOBBIH YPdexT

— MPOMBINUIEHHBIE H 3EPHBIE OT-
XOIBI

~— ynobpenue

— BHJI, PO (BUITEL, PO/ILE)

— BBIMHPaTh

— yracarb, BHIMEDATh

—— Ha IPaHH HCYE3HOBEHHA

— BhIOpacsIBaTh / BRIOpOC

— HecyacTbe, Oefia / 4y NOBRIHbIN

26 consequence — NOCJIE/ICTBHE
- 27 to threaten / threat ~—— Yrpoxars / — yrposa
28 nuclear power stations —— aTOMHBIE NEKTPOCTAHLAA
29 to avoid — m3berats
30 tract — YY4CTOK, IPOCTPAHCTBO (3er‘m; Z

31 crucial turning point — NEPeIOMHBI MOMEHT, KpHT

CKO€ NMOJ0XKEHHE

32 sensitive equilibrium — XpYTIKOE paBHOBECHE

33 alarming — TpeBOXHbIH, myraomi
34 sulphur oxide / nitrogen — OKHCB Cephi / a30T

35 chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) — xnop¢ropyriepoast

36 molecule — MoJleKyJia

37 torecycle — nepepabarsBaTh

38 to undermine — NONIPhIBaTh

39 impact — BIIHAHYE, BO3/IEHCTBHE
40 acre akp = 0,405 rexrapa

Ex. 2 Keep in mind what environmental pollution is.

Environmental pollution is a term that refers to all the ways that h“.mi"
activity harms the natural environment. Most people have witnessed ~- ' ot
mental pollution in the form of an open garbage dump or an automobile PO"™#
out black smoke. However, poliution can also be invisible, odorless, a/'S 5%
less. Some kinds of pollution do not actually dirty the land, air, or water, but th},g
reduce the quality of life for people and other living things. For examp!S "'
from traffic and machinery can be considered the forms of pollution.

Ex. 3 Rank the following in the order of importance in terms o‘ dangy
to the average citizen and explain your answer.
a) Pesticide residue on foods eaten by humans
b) Hazardous waste sites (in use)
c) The greenhouse warming effect
d) Radiation from nuclear power plant accid
¢) Hazardous waste sites (abandoned)
f) Radiation from x-rays z
g) Industrial accidents releasing pollutants into the air, water, or s¢’*
h) Exposure to toxic chemicals in the workplace
i) Destruction of protective ozone layer
) Non-hazardous wastes, like trash disposal
k) Underground storage tanks leaking gasoline and other substanc”S

1
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1) Pesticides harming farmers, farm workers, and consumers who work
with them

1.2 Introductory Text

Ex. 4 Practise the pronunciation of the following proper names. Con-
sult a dictionary if necessary.

the Me diter'ranean — CpemuseMHOe MOpe
the North Sea —— CeepHoe MOpe
the A'ral Sea — Apanbckoe Mope
Cairo — Kaup

Mexico City — Mexuko
Cher'nobyl — YepHOOLUIL

Ex. 5 Read the text and catch the main idea.

‘What Really Threatens the Environment?

The poisoning of the world’s land, air, and water is the fastest-spreading
disease of civilization. It probably produces fewer headlines than wars, earth-
quakes and floods, but it is potentially one of history’s greatest dangers to human
life on earth. If present trends continue for the next several decades, our planet
will become uninhabitable.

Overpopulation, pollution and energy consumption have created such
planet-wide problems as massive deforestation, ozone depletion, acid rains and
the global warming that is believed to be caused by the greenhouse effect.

The seas are in danger. They are filled with poison: industrial and nuclear
waste, chemical fertilizers and pesticides. The Mediterranean is already nearly
dead; the North Sea is following. The Aral Sea is on the brink of extinction. If
nothing is done about it, one day nothing will be able to live in the seas.

Every ten minutes one kind of animal, plant or insect dies out for ever. If
nothing is done about it, one million species that are alive today will have be-
come extinct twenty years from now.

Air pollution is a very serious problem. In Cairo just breathing the air is life
threatening — equivalent to smoking two packs of cigarettes a day. The same
holds true for Mexico City and 600 cities of the former Soviet Union.

Industrial enterprises emit tons of harmful sut These emissions
have disastrous consequences for our planet. They are the main reason for the
greenhouse effect and acid raios.

7R

An even greater environmental threat are nuclear power stations. We all

] know how tragic the consequences of the Chernoby! disaster are.

People are beginning to realize that environmental problems are not some-

body else’s. They join and support various international organizations and green

ies. If governments wake up to what is happening — perhaps we’ll be able to
avoid the disaster that threatens the natural world and all of us with it.

Ex. 6 Read the text again and answer the questions below.

1 What is the fastest-spreading disease of civilization?

2 What planet-wide problems have overpopulation, pollution and energy
consumption created?

3 What will happen to our planet if present trends continue?

4 What is happening to the seas and rivers?

5 The Aral Sea is on the brink of extinction. Do you think it's possible to
save it?

6 A lot of animals are dying out. But people wear fur coats, crocodile
handbags, leather shoes, etc. Are you for or against hunting?

7 Ts air pollution a serious problem? Why?

8 What were the tragic consequences of the Chernoby! disaster?

9 Are nuclear power stations dangerous? Why?

10 What is the main cause of the greenhouse effect and acid rains?

11 What do people of different countries do to save our planet?

12 Have you heard of Greenpeace?

Ex. 7 a) Study the information. And pick out the words and phrases
defining causes of the ecological disaster and consequences.

ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS

Computers project that between now and the year of 2030 we are going to
have an increase of the average temperature between 1,5-4,5 C°. Sea levels
would rise by several meters, flooding coastal areas and ruining vast tracts of
farmland. Huge areas would be infertile and become uninhabitable. Water con-
tamination could lead to shortages of safe drinking water. It looks like the end of
civilization on the Earth.
4 We have upset nature’s sensitive equilibrium releasing harmful sub
into the air, polluting rivers and oceans with industrial waste and tearing up the
countryside to accommodate our rubbish. These are the consequences of the de-
velopment of civilization.

The range of environmental problems is wide. But the matters of people’s




great concern nowadays are atmosphere and climate changes (global warming),
depletion of the ozone layer, freshwater resources, oceans and coastal areas, de-
forestation and desertification, biological diversity, biotechnology, health and
chemical and nuclear safety.

POLLUTION
Acid Rains

One of the most alarming forms of air and water pollution is acid rain. It re-
sults from the release into the atmosphere of sulphur and nitrogen oxides that
react with water droplets and return to earth in the form of acid rain, mist or
snow. Acid rain is killing forests in Canada, the USA, and central and northern
Europe. It has acidified lakes and streams and they can’t support fish, wildlife,
plants or insects. (In the USA 1 in 5 lakes suffer from this type of pollution).

Stratospheric Ozone Dep
The ozone shield that protects the Earth from the Sun’s harmful UV (ultra-
violet) radiation is being damaged by CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons). They are re-
leased by the daily use of industrial and household products: refrigerators, air
conditioners, foam insulation, cleaning chemicals, food packaging. They attack
the ozone molecules making a “hole”. This “hole” allows more UV rays to pene-
trate to the Earth. It increases the risk of skin cancer, weakens the immune sys-
tem of people. Besides, UV rays influence the oceans, the growth of plankton, an
essential part of the marine-life food chain in the negative way, reduce economi-
cally important crops (rice, cotton, soy beans). The life cycle is going to be un-
dermined by the ozone.

Destruction of the Tropical Forest

It’s generally agreed that the destruction of the tropical forest has a major
impact on the world’s climate. The tropical rain forest is a natural recycler, pro-
vider and protector for our planet. It recycles carbon, nitrogen and oxygen, helps
determine temperature, rainfall and other climatic conditions and supports the
most diverse ecosystem in the world. Deforestation could cause one forth of all
species on earth to vanish in the next 25 years. These forests in Amazonia,
South-East Asia and West and Central Africa are being destroyed at an alarming
rate of 42 million acres per year.

CONSUMPTION

Nuclear Energy
The Ukrainian government does not think it can close Chernobyl without

80

gveloping alternative energy sources, and it wants assistance from Western na-
tions to finish building five Russian-designed reactors whose safety standards are
questioned by the IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency). The $1.5 billion
in aid offered by Western nations and the World Bank in 1994 does not approach
the estimated $14 billion sought by Ukraine. Apparently Ukraine will take no
safety measures nor develop new energy without the aid, putting the West in the
position of either providing the needed funds somehow or continuing to face the
prospect of another possible nuclear accident.

b) Compile a chart using the information from Ex. 2 and Ex. 4.

Causes Consequences

Ex. 8 Find in the text the English equivalents to the following sen-
tences.

1 M Hapymming Xpynkoe paBHOBECHe B NPHPOE, BHIOPACHBAA BPEIHbIE
BEMIECTBA B BO3/lyX, 3arpA3HAs PekH H OKeaHbI IPOMBINLICHHBIMMA OTX0JaMH.

2 Omna w3 caMBIX TPEBOXKHBIX (POPM 3arpA3HEHHA BO3MYXa — 5T0 KHCIIOT-
HEIE I0XK/H.

3 3amuTHeil criol 3eMIIA, 030HOBHI, 3aIUMAIOMIAT 3eMTI0 OT pa3pymn-
 TeNbHBIX YIbTPadHONETOBLIX JIydel, paspylIaeTcs XIopdTopyriepoaamy.
e 4 Kpoue Toro, yimsTpadroneToBbie Y9N OKa3hIBAIOT HETATHBHOE BO3Eii-
~ CTBHE Ha OKeaHbl, Pa3MHOXKEHWE MIAHKTOHA, COKPAalIAIOT ypOXad KYnbTyp,
~ BRXKHBIX C SKOHOMHYECKOH TOUKH 3PCHMS.

5 On nepepabateiBaeT yriepos, as0T ¥ KHCIOPOJ, TIOMOTAET TOAEPKH-
BaTh TEMIIEPATYPy, YPOBEHb OCAKOB H APYTHE KIHMAaTHUECKHE YCIOBHA.

Ex. 9 Insert the missing words.

1 It results from the release into the atmosphere of ... and ... ... that ...
with water droplets and return to earth in the form of acid ... , ... or snow.

2 The life cycle is going to be ... by the ozone:

3 The tropical rain forest is a natural ... , .., and ... for our planet.

4 It has ... lakes and streams and they can’t ... fish, wildlife, plants or in-
sects.



5 The Ukrainian government does not think it can close ... without devel-
oping alternative ... ... .

Ex. 10 Finish the sentences using the given variants.
1 Environmental changes are the conseq of the
a) development of sport.

b) development of civilization.

¢) protection of the environment.

2 Acid rains are killing

a) forests in Canada, the USA, central and northern Europe.
b) towns in Africa.

¢) animals all over the world.

3 Tropical rain forests recycle carbon, nitrogen, oxygen and help determine
a) temperature, rainfall and other climatic conditions.
b) level of the world ocean.

c) the development of science.

4 In the ozone layer CFCs attack

a) spaceships and satellites, making holes.

b) birds, killing them.

¢) the ozone molecules, making a «hole.

5 Huge areas would be

a) conserved and recycled.

b) infertile and become uninhabitable.

c) destroyed by UV rays.

Ex. 11 Answer the questions to the text.

I What are the matters of people’s great concern nowadays?

2 What damage do acid rains bring?

3 Why are the ozone «holes» dangerous for the life on the Earth?

4 Why is tropical rain forest a natural recycler, provider and protector for
our planet?

5 What solutions could you suggest to the problem from the position of
Ukraine and from the position of the Western nations?

Ex. 12 Using the information in the text speak about
1) How the human race has upset the nature’s equilibrium.
2) The impact of acid rains and ozone “holes” on the Earth’s life.

2 Nature Protection

Ex. 13 Look through the abstracts below and discuss the following
questions in pairs.

1) What can people do to change ecological situation for the better?

2) In what other ways could the pollutants coming from the automobile in-
dustry be reduced?

3) Can we dispense with public transport and cars?

Measures to Be Taken

We have only a few years to attempt to turn things around. We must review
our wasteful, careless ways, we must consume less, recycle more, conserve wild-
life and nature, act according to the dictum “think locally, think globally, act
locally”. To my mind, we are obliged to remove factories and plants from cities,
use modern technologies, redesign and modify purifying systems for cleaning
and trapping harmful substances, protect and increase the greenery and broaden
ecological education. These are the main practical measures, which must be
taken in order to improve the ecological situation.

Some progress has been already made in this direction. 159 countries-
members of the UNO have set up environmental protection agencies. They hold

conferences discussing ecological problems, set up environmental research cen-

ters and take practical urgent to avoid ecological catastrophe. There are
numerous public organizations such as Greenpeace that are doing much to pre-
serve environment.

The 5% of June is proclaimed the World Environmental Day by the UNO
and is celebrated every year.

Clean Cars, Clean Fuels
Performance and style have always been higher priorities for automobile
manufacturers than reducing environmental pollutants. Concerned with an ever-

Jncreasing number of automobiles on California’s congested highways — auto-

mobiles that burn too much gasoline and spew noxious emissions — California
decided to legislate a clean, efficient car.

What are some of the fuels being considered by-carmakers? An engine that
Tuns on electricity is much cleaner and quieter than a gasoline engine. However,
electric cars are cleaner than gasoline-powered cars only when the source of their
electricity is natural gas or solar energy. If electricity comes from a coal-fired
Power plant, electric cars actually produce more emissions than gasoline-
Powered cars.



Methano! and ethanol are alcohol fuels that burn much cleaner than gaso-
line and can be made from renewable resources such as agricultural waste. Other
possibilities are to reformulate gasoline so it burns with fewer emissions and to
improve the design of the conventional gasoline-powered intemnal-combustion
engine so it is more efficient.

Liquid hydrogen is an extremely clean fuel, and some car designs have fuel
cells that combine stored hydrogen with oxygen from the air to produce electric-
ity. Mercedes-Benz unveiled a prototype fuel cell-powered minivan in 1995, and
BMW displayed hydrogen-fuelled cars at the 1996 World Hydrogen Energy
Conference in Stuttgart. Other manufacturers are expected to follow the German
car industry.

Futurists look ahead to the time in the not-so-distant future when solar hy-
drogen will power vehicles. Solar hydrogen fuel is produced when solar energy
splits water molecules to produce hydrogen. Cars powered by solar hydrogen
will require such extensive modification of existing designs, however, that they
could not be available alternative until well into the 21* century.

Ex. 14 a) Study the following set expressions and try to find Russian
equivalents.

Think Globally, Act Locally — was reportedly coined by David Brower,
founder of Friends of the Earth, as the slogan for FOE when it was founded in
1969, although others have stated it was originated by Rene Dubos as an advisor
to the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972.

Environmentally friendly — is used to refer to goods or services considered
to inflict little harm on the environment. The phrase has been in common usage
for at least 20 years and is often added to product advertising or packaging to
promote a sale.

It also means “being friendly to the environment”. For example, you can be
environmentally friendly by recycling, or by being “green”, as people call it.
There are also many organizations that associate themselves with the term, such
as Greenpeace.

Leave No Trace — a philosophy of hiking and backpacking. Proponents of
Leave No Trace believe that individual actions in the backcountry accumulate to
degrade the wildemess experience. Therefore, any individual in the backcountry
should behave in such a way that future visitors cannot tell that anyone was there
before. The slogan “Leave no trace” (LNT) summarizes a trend among hikers to
address concerns about conservation of the ecosystems and scenery that often
motivate hikes.

b) Match the sayings and their Russian equivalents.
1) Good deed is never lost

2) A sound mind in a sound body

3) Actions speak louder than words

4) After us the deluge

5) Be slow to promise and quick to perform

a) Byae He ckop Ha obemanwe, a ckop Ha Hcnomserwe. Cp. He nas cniosa,
KPEIHCb, a 1aB CII0BO, IEPKUCH.

b) Ioctynku roBopsat rpomde, yem ciioBa. Cp. He 1o coBam cysst, a mo
genaM. O yenoBeKe CYJAT M0 €ro JefiaM.

c) lobpoe neno aapom e nponaznet. Cp. [lo6poe aeno 6e3 Harpamsl He oc-
TaeTcs. 3a 106pOe AeN0 K NOXBATH CMeN0. B 310poBoM Tene 3X0poBBIi ayX.

d) B 310poBOM Tene 310pOBBIii AyX.

e) Tocye Hac XoTs NoTom.

Ex. 15 Make up and act out short dialogues using the set expressions
from Ex. 14 (a, b).

3 Something To Think Over ...

Ex. 16 Read the information thoughtfully and give your own opinion.

Use the following phrases.

1 (honestly/really) believe (think/feel/guess) (that) ...

It’s my opinion that ...

To my mind

As to/for me ...

1 think that ...

I maintain (thay) ...

The Earth is being destroyed
— «Every three seconds a football field-sized plot of virgin rainforest disap-
pears. [...] With the loss of protogenic woods th ds kinds of plants and ani-
mals vanish from the face of the earth» (Rand Maknalli, «Illustrated Atlas of the
Worldy). '
— «For two centuries of existence of settlements Great Lakes have turned

ilﬂojt;:e biggest cesspool of mankind» (the Canadian newspaper «Globe and
maily). .




— Failure on the Chemobyl atomic power station, occurred in 1986, «was
the most considerable event of nuclear era... after bombardment of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki». «Air, ground and water of the planet have got the amount of
steady radiation equal to that released as a result of all nuclear tests and bom-
bardments taken together» («American Medical Association Journaly, «New
York times»).

The «Great Green Walb»

Overgrazing, drought, deforestation, and overexploitation of water re-
sources are turning vast areas of China into a dust bowl. Hence, Chinese authori-
ties have begun «the biggest ecological project the world has ever seen,» says
New Scientist (2006). «Under this program, which has become known as the
‘great green wall,” trees have been planted on an unprecedented scale to create a
barrier that will halt the dust in its tracks.» Grasses and shrubs are also being
planted to stabilize dusty soils. Begun in 1978, the project is almost halfway to
its goal of covering 35 million hectares of land with trees and drought-tolerant
plants.

Watching the world
Over the past 100 years, Mexico City’s average temperature has risen al-
most 4 degrees Celsius, compared with 0.6 degrees worldwide. Experts blame
deforestation and urbanization. — EL UNIVERSAL, MEXICO (2006).

SUPPLEMENTARY READING
Ex. 17 Some more information on the topic.

Text A Acid Rain

Imagine rainwater more acid than lemon juice! Imagine forests and lakes
dying and historical monuments being destroyed by rain. Not just by normal
rainwater but by acid rain. Just what is acid rain? Did you know that normal
rainwater is already a little acidic? So, acid rain is any form of precipitation that
is more acidic than normal rainwater. This definition is rather unscientific. So let
me give you another, more scientific way of saying what acid rain is. In scientific
terms, acid rain is defined as any form of precipitation, which has a pH of less
than 5.5.The term pH is a term used in chemistry to indicate how acid or how
alkaline a solution is. If a solution is neither acid nor alkaline, we say that it is a
neutral solution and that it has a pH of 7. If a solution has a pH of less than
seven, we say the solution is acidic. So you can see that with a pH of 5.5, normal

inwater is already slightly acidic. Ordinary rainwater is slightly acidic becanse
> are some normal gases such as carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Carbon
x.ldel:Slhe gas that all animals, including h exhale. When these gases
dissolve in water, they make the water somewhat acidic. So it is perfectly natural

 that rainwater is a little acidic. But as you heard, today in parts of Europe and

North America rainwater is sometimes more acidic than lemon juice.

What causes this rainwater to be so acidic? The most important cause of the
excessive acidity of rainwater has been the burning of fossil fuels such as petro-
leum and coal. ‘Burning fossil fuels produces not only carbon dioxide, but also
gases such as nitrogen oxide and sulphur dioxide, which go high into the atmos-
phere. These gases combine with water molecules and form acid. These acidic
water droplets then can travel hundreds of miles before they return to earth as
rain or snow.

1jlxis wil_l 1ot be an easy problem to solve. As more and more countries be-

come industrialized, there will be more and more competition for petroleum for
 cars, home heating, and industry. While burning petroleum contributes greatly to
acid rain, it is less polluting than coal, Unfortunately, petroleum is more expen-
sive than coal and the supply of petroleum will e Ity run out. Therefore.
ﬂmre will be more and more pressure to burn coal for energy. Coal is a mucr;

A dmer energy source than petroleum. Since we already know how destructive
acid rain is, it's very important that we increase our efforts to find a non-polluting

; l_ source of en;rfy as quickly as possible, so that we can avoid further environ-

L. What will be the consequences of the acid rains?

; Text B Greenpeace

Agafnm all odgls, Greenpeace has brought the plight of the natural world to
the attention of caring people. Terrible abuses to the environment, often carried
out in remote places or far out to sea have been headlined on television and in the
press.

Greenpeace began with a protest voyage into a nuclear test zone. The

3 . . : wSI
mdlsrupted. Today, the site at Amchitka in the Aleutian Islands is a bird sanc-

Then Greenpeace sent its tiny inflatable boats to protect the whales. The;
took up position betweendhe harpoons and the fleeing whales. Toda ' )-(
cial whaling is banned. ¢ 4 ey gt
J bﬁ: the ice floes of Newfoundland, Greenpeace volunteers placed their bod-
les een the gaffs of the seal hunters and the helpless seal The hunt
subsequently called off. ’ SR



In the North Atlantic, Green-peace drove its inflatables underneath failing
barrels of radioactive waste. Now nuclear waste dumping at sea has been
stopped.

In the North Sea, Greenpeace swimmers turned back dump ships carrying
chemical wastes. New laws to protect the North Sea have been promised.

Peaceful direct action by Greenpeace has invoked the power of public opin-
jon which in turn has forced changes in the law to protect wildlife and to stop the
pollution of the natural world.

1. What else do you know about the activity of Greenpeace?

2. What actions of Greenpeace do not appeal to you?

3. What actions could Greenpeace take in Belarus (except Chernobyl, of
course)?

Text C Climate Crisis

Holes in the sl )

The satellite photographs showed the hole in the ozone layer over Antarc-
tica. The hole is pink and white on the computer photograph. The ozone layer
stops some of the ultraviolet radiation from the sun. Ultraviolet radiation causes
a suntan. Too much ultraviolet radiation causes sunburn and skin cancer.

CFCs in the atmosphere have caused the hole. Scientists first discovered the
hole in 1982, and it is getting bigger. Thirty per cent of CFCs come from aerosol
cans, thirty per cent from fridges and air-conditioning, and thirty-four per cent
from the manufacture of some plastic products.

The Greenhouse Effect

| Sunlight gives us heat. Some of the heat warms the atmosphere, and
some of the heat escapes back into space.

2 During the last 100 years we have produced a huge amount of carbon di-
oxide. The carbon dioxide in the atmosphere works like the glass in a green-
house. It allows heat to get in, but it doesn’t allow much heat to get out. So the
atmosphere becomes warmer because less heat can escape.

Where does the carbon dioxide come from? People and animals breathe in
oxygen and breathe out carbon dioxide. Trees take carbon dioxide from the air,
and produce oxygen. We produce carbon dioxide when we burn coal, oil, petrol,
gas or wood. In the last few years, people have burned huge areas of rain forest.
This means there are fewer trees, and, of course, more carbon dioxide!

A Hotter Earth?

Some scientists think the greenhouse effect will make the world hotter. Ar-

 gas near the coasts will be cloudier and wetter. There will be more storms. Inland
areas will have a little more rain, but because the temperature will be higher, they
be drier. Sea levels will rise. They have already risen by 15 cm since 1380.
Maybe they will rise another 30 cm before 2030. But clouds reflect sunlight back
into space, and maybe more clouds will make the earth cooler again. Is the
¢ world’s climate changing? We don’t know.

1. What changes in our life will these problems cause?
2. What could be done to improve the environment and to reverse these
facts?

Text D Ecological Problems
The relationship between man and nature has become one of the major
problems facing civilization today. Ecology, a vital philosophical issue stands at
 the crossroads of politics, science and economics.

y Air pollution is the result of man's use of toxic chemicals and is a com-

 mon hazard in both industrial and developing countries. One form of air pollu-

* tion is acid rain. Electrical generating plants, industrial boilers, large smelters
and automobiles are among the chief source of these acid rains. They release into

~ the atmosphere tons of toxic chemicals and this mixture refurns to earth in the

45

- form of acid rain, mist or snow. Pushed by wind currents, the acid rain often falls
fo the ground far from its point of origin.
: Acid rain is killing vast stretches of forest. It has acidified lakes and

";'su'eams, rendering them unable to support fish, wildlife, plants or insects.

. We know that the tropical rain forest is a natural recycler, provider and

 protector for our planet. It helps to determine temperature, rainfall and other cli-

~ matic conditions. Protecting all the forests is one key to our survival on this

~ planet. The tropical rain forests are being destroyed at an alarming rate. The
problem is that rain forests are found in poor, underdeveloped areas where the
governments don't have money to look after them. For this reason, the govern-
ments sell their rain forests to cattle farmers, to businessmen who open mines to
extract valuable minerals, build dams and highways, or to timber merchants who
cut down the trees and sell the valuable tropical wood.

\ For centuries our humanism has developed in a lop-sided manner pro-
claiming a man the lord and the king of nature and not the child. The blank spots
have practically disappeared from the Earth's geographical map, but the black
spots marking deserts, felled forests and other areas of ecological disaster are
expanding at a frightening rate. When a plant or animal is gone forever, we say it

=]
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is extinct. It is estimated that one species — plant, animal or insect — becomes
extinct every day. At that rate, within the next 20 years one-fifth of all species
could be extinct. The delicate balance of nature, the very existence of life on
Earth is being upset.

Environmental pollution has become in recent years a great obstacle to
economic growth in industrialized countries. Too often economic growth and
environmental degradation go hand in hand.

Unfortunately, Belarus is running all environmental hazards facing any
modern society today. The question of the rational use of water resources and
their protection from pollution becomes of primary importance. Waste waters are
dumped untreated into our streams, rivers or lakes and make them polluted too.
Modern technologies based on water recycling or low water consumption are
some of today's answers to the problem of water pollution.

Belarus is the land of pine groves and immense fields and meadows.
The beauty of our land is unique, but very often it is decorated with mountains of
trash. We are running out of space in which to discard our garbage, and our cur-
rent methods of disposing of it are endangering the environment, putting hectares
of land out of useful circulation. Finding an ecologically safe solution to the
problem of waste disposal is one of the headaches of modern civilization. One
solution to this problem is recycling.

Agriculture is the chief occupation of the greater part of the population
of our republic. Soil pollution is a problem of our agriculture. The primary soil
pollutants are fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides, when used in unreasonable
quantities, and toxic substances contained in untreated waters used for irrigation.
Soils, containing harmful chemicals lose their natural fertility and agricultural
products produced on such soils are a real health hazard to the consumer.

In addition to all those problems, the fall-out of tons of radioactive dust
that followed the explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power station in April,
1986, made 23 per cent of the Belarusian territory unsuitable for habitation and
agricultural activity. The problem is that if taken in by the human body in differ-
ent ways, radioactive elements can increase the risk of cancer, weaken the im-
mune system and destroy its hereditary mechanism.

The ecological situation in Belarus remains grave. The problem of the
consequences of that explosion at the nuclear power station is one of the most
pressing.

Our ancestors considered the Earth’s resources to be boundless and end-
less. Their greed, egoism, ignorance, criminal neglect, lack of ecological educa-
tion are responsible for creating ecological tragedies. We are wiser because we
have to. It took us a lot of time to understand that ecological problems do not
respect national boundaries and that the Earth is our common and the only home.
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e should never forget that we all live in a single, closed and delicately bal-
anced ecological space. No amount of lawmaking will make any difference to
the quality of environment, uniess each one of us plays his own part. The first
step in playing that part is to know what your rights and responsibilities are.

1 What are the main ecological problems?

2 What sources of air, water, land and soil pollution can you name?

3 How can they be protected?

4 What can you say about ecological situation in Belarus?

5 What should be done to create a system of ecological security?

6 What do you know about the international organization Greenpeace?
7 Would you like to take part in its activities?

8 What can you do to keep our environment safe and clean?

Text E Environmental Protection in Belarus
Improving the system of utilizing nature, protecting the environment are

y ﬂne main priorities of the state policy of the Republic of Belarus. The basic pur-

pose of this policy is the maintenance of ecologically safe conditions for habita-
tion by the population, protection and rational use of natural resources of the
country in the interests of the present and future generations. To achieve this
goal, a system of state management for environmental protection in the industrial

e i’]’)here with consecutive transition to conserving resources, low waste and non-

waste technologies, improvement of environmental legislation, are needed. The
‘basic ecological problems of the Republic of Belarus are:

- high level of radioactive pollution of a significant part of the territory
of the republic after the disaster at the Chernobyl power plant;

— slow reduction of wastes and dumps of polluting substances into the
environment;

~ irrational use of natural resources. The Republic of Belarus uses a
much larger amount of raw materials, power resources per unit of production
than advanced industrial countries do;

— reduction in some species of animals like elks, wild boars, musk-rats,
beavers, etc. A complex republican program of environmental protection, «Ecol-
ogy», for 1991-2000, includes measures, directed at improving ecological condi-
tions, preserving and strengthening the natural potential of the republic.

The basis of environmental legislation is laid by the Law of the Repub-
lic of Belarus «On environmental protection» (1992). As a means of its further
development the following laws of the Republic of Belarus were adopted: «On



taxation for use of natural resources» (1991), «On state ecological expertise»
(1993), «On wastes of manufacture and consumption» (1993), «The Law on pro-
tection of atmospheric air» (1997). State control in the field of environmental
protection is carried out by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection of the Republic of Belarus, and in the field of radiological control —
by the Ministry on Emergencies and Protection of Population from the aftermath
of the disaster at the Chernobyl power plant. The responsibility for the state of
natural environment rests on territorial bodies of state management and subjects
of power.

The republic has powerful scientific potential in the field of environmental
protection. Ecological problems are the subject of 5 scientific institutions of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, 10 scientific-
research academies of sciences of Belarus and many scientific groups of higher
educational institutions. A Committee on hydrometeorology within the Ministry
on Emergencies and Protection of Population from the aftermath of the disaster
at the Chernobyl power plant and scientific groups carry out ecological monitor-
ing. The perspectives, having priority in terms of investing in the field of envi-
ronmental protection, are the improvement of technologies in the sphere of pro-
duction, ensuring more rational use of natural resources and reduction in wastes
and dumps into the environmental; the expansion of the network of enterprises
on secondary waste utilization and processing; the erection and reconstruction of
purification facilities, the expansion of industrial production of appropriate
equipment; the expansion of production of ecological control devices. The Re-
public of Belarus is a member of many conventions and international agreements
in the area of environmental protection.

DISCUSSION POINTS

Unit Five JOB HUNTING

1 CHOOSING AN OCCUPATION

2 WHAT MUST YOU BEGIN WITH?

1.1 Topical Vocabulary
1. abilities (talent)

2. calling (for)

3. values

4. personal strengths

5. accomplishments

6. to make an appointment

7. to keep/break an appointment

8. to cancel an appointment
9. to work by appointment

- 10. career goals

W

11. job hunting
12. job hunting file
13. employment agency

- 14. advertisement
- 15 courtesy

16. receptionist
17. fee
to pay a fee to smb
1o pay a fee for smth
18. to claim (v)
19. to counsel (v)
counselor

20. resume

21. vacancy
22. high-salaried job

JlapoBaHus, CIOCOOHOCTH, 0cobbIe IAHHBIt
OpH3BaHIE

HEHHOCTH

CHIIbHBIE CTOPOHBI, TANAHT, YMEHHA

1) yenexu, ZocTuXeHUs

2) Xopomiie Mareps!, 00pa30BaHHOCTE
HA3HAYHTh BCTPETY

NpRHATH/HE NPUITH B HA3HAYEHHOE MECTO
FUTH BpeMs

OTMEHHTb BCTpedy

paborars 1o “3amucy”

LIeNA, KOTOPhIE CTABHT NPETCHACHT NPH
NoJTy4eHAR AaHHOH paboThl

nowck paboTsl

6aRK JaHHBIX

AreHTCTRO M0 TPYAOYCTPOHCTBY
oObsBnenue, pexiama (coll. ad)

[paBuia BeXIHBOCTH, YYTHBOCTS,
CEKpeTaph B NPHEMHO}

TUIaTa 3a YCIyTH, TOHOpap

NpeTeHI0BaThH
JIaBaTh COBET, PEKOMEH/I0BATh

COBETHHK, aABOKaT (amep.) (31.) comyxamu
areHTCTBA, KOTOPHIN Aa€T COBETH H PEKO~
MEHaHA

onmcanue 0bpasoBasis, paboTs! ¥ ONBITA,
BBITIOJIHEHHOE B CNELMANbHOMK popMme i
NOCTYIUIEHHA Ha paboTty

BAKAHCHA, CBOOOIHOE MECTO
BBICOKOOIIIAYHBaeMas pabora

w



24.

25,
26.

27.
28.

29

30

31
32.

33

. to find a position
What’s his occupation?
He is a bookkeeper by occupation.
How long have you been in the trade?

capacity B Ka4ecTBe, MOJIOKEHHE

He works in the capacity of an engineer.

HalTH MecTe paboThl

to join the company
to apply (to smb for smth)

NOCTYNUTH Ha paboTy B KOMIAHHIO
ofpamaTecs 3a padoToii (noMommio, pas-
peLieHHEM)

He applied to the Consul for a visa.

application 3a4BJICHHE, MPOLICHHAE
an applicant DIPETEeHIEHT, KaRArAaT

. to employ NpeaocTaBATh paboty
employer HaHHMaTelb, paboronarens
unemployed GespaboTHbIi
employment 3aHATOCTB, IIOCTOAHHAA padoTa

full-time employment ocHoBHaA paGoTa Ha noNHeIi pabounii AeHb

paboTa “no COBMECTUTEIILCTBY” Ha HENOJ-

part-time employment HEIl pabounii neHb
CHyKamui
employee BO3MOXHBII paboToaTe/Ib/ HAHUMATESIB
prospective employer
. clerk KOHTOPCKHI CayKauui
to hire HaHWMAaTh Ha paboTy
responsibilities (duties) 06M3aHEOCTH
. salary (wages, pay, earnings) 3apaboTHas niata
at a salary of ¢ 3apaboTHO# 1IaTokH
salary a fixed payment at regular intervals
(semi/monthly) for services, esp. clerical or
professional
wages (pl) money paid an employee at relatively short

intervals (daily/weekly), esp. for manual or
physical labour

Ex. 1 Read the following text.

Choosing an Occupation
One of the most difficult problems a young person faces is deciding what

do about a career. There are individuals, of course, who from the time they are

b

six years old “know” that they want to be doctors or pilots or fire fighters, but the
majority of us do not get around to making a decision about an occupation or
career until somebody or something forces us to face the problem.

Choosing an occupation takes time, and there are a lot of things you have to
think about as you try to decide what you would like to do. You may find that
you will have to take special courses to qualify for a particular kind of work, or
may find out that you will need to get some actual work experience to gain
enough knowledge to qualify for a particular job.

Fortunately, there are a lot of people you can turn to for advice and help in
making your decision. At most schools, there are teachers who are proft
qualified to counsel you and to give detailed information about _|ob qualifica-
tions. And you can talk over your ideas with family members and friends who
are always ready to listen and to offer something. But even if you get other peo-
ple involved in helping you to make a decision, self evaluation is an important
part of the decision-making process.

Ex. 2 Comprehension questions.

1 What is the most difficult problem for a young person?

2 Why don’t the majority of young people know what they want to be?
3 When do they make a decision about an occupation?

4 What things do you have to think about when choosing an occupation?
5 What should one do to qualify for a particular job?

6 Whom can you turn to for advice when making your decision?

7 What is the most important part of the decision-making process?

; Ex. 3 Find in the text English equivalents to the following words and
phrases:

1) cromkayThCA ¢ mpoGaemMoii, 2) noxapHsiii, 3) GonemMHCTBO U3 Hac, 4)
BbiGOp npodeccnn, 5) obnanats KBaA(AKaUUeil 15 onpeenerHol paboTsl 5)
00Hapy>kuT, 7) IpHOOpecT 3HaHuA, 8) 06CYIUTH, 9) TIPHBIIEYD APYTvX JIOAEit.

Ex. 4 Read the following text and get ready to work with it.
So, You Are Looking for a Job

WHAT MUST YOU BEGIN WITH?
There are several traditional ways of looking for a job.
A civilized and active means of looking for a job is studying the market of

ﬂ;:ﬁ‘cred vacancies to get an idea of necessary demands and size up your own
Chances.



The best way of doing this is to use the help of employment agencies or to
independently study the ads of job opportunities being published.

Announcements of job opportunities can be read in different printed publi-
cations. But which of them is worth reacting to?

Don’t put much trust in ads in the yellow press. Solid companies place ads
in prestigious expensive publications with a firm reputation.

Your main task is to understand whether the position being offered is con-
sistent with the levels of your skills, education, and experience in work.

The structure of job opportunities ads is usually the same: the name of the
vacant position, the list of the candidate’s professional duties, the demands made
of the candidate, and the system of compensations and benefits. Ads are often
published by employment agencies on behalf of their clients. The address of the
office is usually not given - it is suggested that the resume should be sent to a
P.O. box or else faxed.

Having carefully studied the demands and duties being offered, an experi-
enced reader may extract information on the activities of the company and the
prospects of its development.

The phrases often used about «successful work over many years in the Rus-
sian markety, «New missions being opened», etc., really testify to the company’s
dependability, serious prospects for its growth, and the durability of its stay in
Russia.

First, one must pay attention to the position. To grasp what lurks behind the
position’s English name, there is a need to visualize at least in general outline the
personnel structure at Western companies. For instance one may be misled by
the incorrect interpretation of the word “Assistant”. There is a need to understand
that this word does not at all imply secretarial functions. A more exact meaning
of this word is: mate, aid, apprentice manager, high-class specialist capable of
independently tackling the tasks set to him.

Therefore using all possible means, try to learn as much as possible about
this position to prepare yourself as best as possible for a meeting with the em-
ployer.

Carefully read the demands made of the given position. The demand to
know a foreign language is very important. In most cases there is a need for free
command of the language — Fluent English. Free command implies an ability
freely to deal with a foreign manager, competently to compile documents and
speak on the phone. This demand may prove to be the most important.

Quite often the ads do not decipher other demands in detail. For example,
the ability to type in Russian/Latin. According to international standards, an ade-
quate level of typewriting is a speed of 60 words per minute. Therefore, when
claiming the given position, you need to check your speed or bring it up to the

quired level. Besides, a secretary is usually required to be able to work on a
al computer. In general, if the ads meticulously enumerate the software
, systems, languages, etc., which the candidate must necessarily know,

3 membcr that these demands have a strictly binding force.

~ Such special demands set the level of the candidate’s indispensable qualifi-

Thus, you have decided to find a job: buy «Moscow News» and carefully
study the ads given by empioyment agencies. Now you will be faced with the
labor-consuming procedure of writing and circulating your resume.

(abridged from «Moscow Newsy)

Ex. 5 Give a word or a phrase for the following definition.

1) professional duties; 2) talent, skills, education; 3) appraise, decide the
value of; 4) looking for a job; 5) statement about a person's character or abilities;
6) meeting or speaking with a person; 7) communicate; 8) person who gives a

o

Ex. 6 Translate the words given in brackets.
1) There are several ways of (momcka paGotsr). 2) First you should

{ (omnu‘n») your own chances 3) He studied the ads of (o pakancmax) being pub-

lished. 4) Solid companies (momemaroT oObsABICHHAS) in prestigious expensive
publications. ) Your main task is to understand whether the position
(cormacyercs) your skills and education. 6) Such special demands

i (ycTanaBnuBaroT yposens) of the candidate's qualification. 7) Remember that the

demands enumerated in the ads (o6s3atensnst). 8) Carefully read (tpeGoBanns)
made of the given position. 9) There is a need to understand that the word does
not (nompasymeBaet) secretarial functions. 10) (IIpeasapurenbHbili oT60p) is
carried out on the basis of resumes. 11) Reading the ads you may
(BBiIeATS/ MOy 4KTS) information on the (mestempHocTH) of the company. 12)
There is a need (npencrasuts cebe) at least in general outline the personnel
structure of Western companies.

Ex. 7 Answer the question:
‘What must you pay attention to while looking for a job?



Ex. 8 Analyze the following passages.

Text A
Employment Agencies

In Britain there is a special service for school leavers, the Careers Advisory
Service, which helps young people who are looking for their first job. Careers
Officers give practical advice on interview techniques, application forms, letters,
pay, National Insurance and Trade Unions.

One business organization that you may use when you are job-hunting is an
employment agency. There are the state employment services and nonprofit
agencies that do not receive fees for finding jobs for people. There exist also
some private employment agencies which receive a fee. Some employment
agencies see applicants without an appointment. These include the state em-
ployment services and nonprofit agencies. Counselors there may spend a few
minutes with each applicant.

But an agency that deals with technical and higher-salaried jobs, spends
much more time with each applicant. Appointm are y in this type of
agency, where a counselor may be able to see only a few applicants a day.

An interview for any kind of job, whether the interview is obtained through
a friend, classified advertisement, or an agency, generally requires an appoint-
ment. It is important to be on time for your appointment. If you have made an
appointment and cannot keep it, or if you will be more than ten minutes late, you
should always call the interviewer. If you do not cancel the appointment or notify
the interviewer that you will be late, you will create a negative impression on
your possible employer.

To make efficient use of time, American business peopie schedule their
days hour by hour. In most American business situations, appointments are a
necessary courtesy.

Text B
«....They Live by the Appointment Book.»

Victor had recently arrived in the United States, and he didn’t completely
understand the need for appointments. He thought his friend was exaggerating.
One day he went to an employment agency. This agency specialized in placing
people according to their qualifications. Victor wanted to start working as soon
as possible so that he could afford his own apartment.

When he arrived at the agency at 10 a.m. the receptionist said to him «Do
you have an appointment?» Victor looked around the office and said, «No, I
don’t, but I see that there are very few people waiting here. I'm sure the coun-

gl

4 :ulor can see me.» The receptionist answered, «I’m sorry. This agency works by

‘gppointment only.» She told him to leave his resume, fill out an application, and
‘make an appointment. Victor did not have a resume, but he was able to get an
appointment in two days.

Before dinner that evening, Victor dropped in on his friend Andre. He told
Victor again why sometimes in America you cannot just drop in. Victor then
turned to his friend and said, «Andre, you are right. In America you don't live
from day to day — you live from appointment to appointment!»

(adapted from «Working World» by Baskin M,)

Ex. 9 Find equivalents for the following words and phrases in all the
texts:
1) GHITL rOTOBBIM K MepeMeHaM (M3MEHeHHAM); 2) CO3AaTh HONOKHTENb-
HOE/OTpHIATENBHOE BNEUATICHNE; 3) 3aMONHATH AHKETY /IS TOCTYTUICHHS Ha
pabory; 4) penuTh, NIPHEATL pelIeRNe; 5) NPHOOPECTH 3HAHMA/OMEIT PaGoTE:; 6)
JaTh AETAbHY10 BRpOpMAIo; 7) qac 3a YacoM; 8) 3PEKTHBHO HCIIONL30BATS;
9) npexnarate 4To-1u60 (coBeToBaTH); 10) NOAGMPATE PAGOTY COTNACHO KBATH-
(uxammy; 11) cneumanasnpoBatbes B o6nacTy; 12) caMoonenka; 13) obparuts-
€A K KoMy-THO0; 14) B3y4ath uT0-1m60 (110#TH Ha Kypest).

Ex. 10 Replace the italicized parts of the sentences by words and word
combinations from the vocabulary.

1 In American business practice making appointments is a rule of polite
behaviour.

2 He went to an employment agency to meet a person who gives advice,
but first he had to talk to the employee who receives callers and answers the
phone.

3 He went to the manager in order to formally ask for a job.

4 He doesn't work at the moment, he is out of work.

5 The company gives provisi g ai ickness, death, damage and loss.

6 His parents couldn’t make him leave the job, they could only give advice.

7 His programme was very busy, every hour was occupied.

8 These agencies deal only with people having no trade.




Ex. 11 Match the word-combinations in column A with the definitions

in column B.

A B

1 self appraisal a. to consider smth after delaying it
2 self concept b. to visit without an appointment
3 self evaluation c. to get an appointment

4 resume d. newspaper listing of job

5 give notice e. your own view of yourself

6 give me a call f. to give someone a good opinion of you

7 create a good g. summary of one’s employment record
impression h. a form to be filled in when applying for smth

8 classified ad i. determine your own value or worth

9 drop in j. estimate your own qualities, abilities

k. telephone me
1. inform your employer in advance that you are leay-
ing the job

10 make an appointment
11 get around to smth
12 application form

Ex. 12 Choose the right word.
a) job — position — occupation
«joby — anything that one has to do, task, duty;
«position» — a person’s relative place, as in society; rank, status;
«occupationy — that which chiefly engages one’s time; one’s trade.
| He was unemployed doing only odd ................ ’
2 Knitting isa useful ................ for long winter evenings.
3 This aid is for those who have a very low ... in society.
4 My sister occupies an important ................ in the Department of
5 Health.
6 The police called the company to find out his ... at the moment.
7 Hehadahard ................ painting the car.
b) force — make
«force» —do smth by force or as if by force; compel;
«make» —to cause or force (followed by an infinitive without “to”).

1 They....icsiee the confession from him

2 The robbers ............ the cashier lie on the floor and took the money.
3 THEY veooinerasss me repeat the story again.

4 He would have never done it, but he was ............ to do it.

c) leave — graduate
«leavey — graduate (school);
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«graduate (from)» — to get a degree or diploma, to complete a course of

- study at a college/university.

1 He... . from Columbia University last summer.
2 She ............ school 2 months ago and couldn't find a job.
3 What University did you ............ from?

Ex. 13 Fill in prepositions where necessary.

1') After leaving school a young person faces ... a very difficult problem —
choosing an occupation. 2) The majority of young people do not get around ...
making a decision until they leave school. 3) Boys and girls seldom talk about
this problem ... with the family. 4) One has to take special courses to qualify ...
the job. 5) There is a special advisory service which counsels ... people who are
looking ... work. 6) There are nonprofit agencies that deal ... nonskilled positions.
7) This agency specializes ... placing people ... their qualifications. 8) The
agency helped me find ... the information I needed. 9) You can turn ... your
teacher ... advice and help. 10) Counselors give practical advice ... interview
techniques, application forms, etc. 11) He made an appointment with the career
officer ... 11 o’clock.

Ex. 14 Which statement is a good example of the meaning of the itali-
cized word?
1 He thought that his friend was exaggerating.
a) He was shouting to make his point understood.
b) He made it seem much more important than it really was.
2 One day he went to an employment office.
a) office where he worked.
b) organization that helps people to find an occupation.
3 The employment office places people according to their qualifications.
a) the office which helps people to find a place to live.
b) the office which advises people on the job and interview technique.
4 He thought he was imposing on his brother and sister-in-law.
a) He made things very difficult for his brother.
b) He made his brother work hard.
5 He couldn't afford his own apartment.
a) lie couldn’t live alone.
b) he didn’t have enough money to pay the rent.
6 One should have definite qualifications for the job.
a) education and work experience
b) definite personal features
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Ex. 15 What should you do to find a job? Find the logical sequence of

the steps you should take.

- get an invitation for an interview
- make an appointment with an employment agency counselor

- read the classified ads

- think what kind of job you want
- analyze your skills, personality traits and accomplishments

- get ready for the interview

- find out what employment agency you can use
- find out as much as you can about the company.

Ex. 16 Match the English proverbs and sayings with their Russian

equivalents:

1. A light purse is a heavy curse.
2. A rolling stone gathers no
moss.

3. To be busy as a bee.

4. To know something like the
palm of one's hand.

5. It is never too late to learn.

6. Jack of all trades and master of
none.

7. No pain, no gain.

8. An hour in the morning is
worth two in the evening.

9. Business before pleasure.

10. By fits and starts.

11. If you want a thing well done,
do it yourself.

12. Live — and learn.

13. Never put off till tomorrow
what you can do today.

14. To know everything is to
know nothing.

15. Well begun is half done.

16. Where there’s a will, there’s a
way.

17. To work with the left hand.

a. Xysxe Bcex Gea, Korjia ieHer HeT.
b. KoMy Ha MecTe He CHAMTCA, TOT 106pa
HE HAKHBET.

“| ¢. Xopomwo HagaToe HANONOBMHY CAENa-

HO.

d. Be3 Tpyza He BLUIOBMINL W PHIOKY 3
npyAa.

e. OnWH yTpeHHHM Yac Jy4mle JBYX Be-
4epHHX. YTpO Beuepa MyapeHee.

f. PhiBKaMu; CyIOPOKHO; HEPETYISPHO.
g. Ecna xouems, arobbr neno Gsuto ce-
naHo Xopomo, — Jenali ero cam.
Cagoii rnas — anmas.

h. Paborate neBoif pykoil. Paborarh
CryCTH pyKapa.

1. 3HaTh KaK CBOH IATH MAJBLEB.

j. Tme xoTenbe, TaM ¥ YMCHBE.

k. YuuTBCA HHKOTA HE MO3/HO.

1. Beprerbcs Kak Oesika B Konece.

m. Jlemy Bpems, MOTeXe Jac.

n. 3a Bce Gepyumiics YeTOBEK, HO HAYETO
He YMEIOIIHH 1e/aTh.

0. Huxorza He oTKIaasiBaii Ha 3aBTpa TO,
4TO MOXKEIb C/IeaTh CEroIHs.

p. 38aTh BCce — 3HAYMT HAYETO HE 3HATH.
q. XKuBH # yauce. Bek KUBH, BEK YUHCE.
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