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Bsenenue

Hacrosimee nocobue no pa3BUTUIO HaBBIKOB YCTHOW pedd
MIPENHA3HAYEHO I CTYAEHTOB-3a0YHUKOB T'YMaHUTAPHBIX
crienuanbHocTed. OHO COCTaBIEHO B COOTBETCTBUU C
TpeOOBaHUSAMHU JIEUCTBYIOLLIEN «[Iporpammsl 10
aHTJIMMCKOMY SI3BIKY MUl CTYJEHTOB-3a0YHMKOB BBICIINX
y4€OHBIX 3aBEICHUIN.

[{enbto mocoOust ABISIETCS Pa3BUTHE HABBIKOB YCTHOW peun
o  TeMaM, MPEAYCMOTPEHHbIM  MPOTpaMMOM IO
aHTJIMICKOMY S3BIKY JJIs1 3a04HOT0 00y4EHUSI.

[Tocobue coctouT U3 JByX 4acteil. B mepByro 4acth
BKJIFOYEHBI TEKCThl YCTHBIX TEM M YINPAXKHECHHS K HUM.
Kaxngas Tema cHaOXXeHa TEMaTHUYECKHM CJIOBApEM U
CUCTEMOM MIPEATEKCTOBBIX U MIOCJIETEKCTOBBIX
YIPA)KHEHH. IIpenrekcToBbie YIPAKHEHUS
OpeJHa3HAueHbl ~ I CHATHS ~ (POHETHYECKUX U
JIEKCUYECKuX TpyaHocTer. [locnerekcToBble ynpakKHEHUsS
HaIIPaBJICHbI HA PA3BUTUE HABBIKOB MOJATOTOBJICHHON PEYH.
Bo Bropyto 4actb mocoOus BKJIIOYEH Marepuall
CTPaHOBEIUYECKOr0 XapakTepa, MNPEeACTaBISIONUNA coOon
HECJIO’KHBIE TEKCTHI JIsl YTEHUSI U 00CYKICHHUS.

[Tocobue MOXeT HCHONIB30BAaThCS Kak JJisi paboThl Ha
IIPAaKTUYECKUX 3aHATUAX TaK W I CaMOCTOSTEIbHOM
padoTHLI.
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About Myself

I’'m Svetlana Aleksandrova. | was born on the 29" of
March in 1980 in Rechitsa but in 1985 we moved to Gomel
as my father got a job here. At the age of 6 | went to school
number 22 in Gomel. | was quite good at school. My
favourite subjects were Russian, Geography and History,
but | didn’t do very well in physics or chemistry. | left
school in 1996. Since September 1998 I’ve been a student
of the Philological department at Gomel State University
named after F. Skorina. I’'m doing a correspondence
course, it means that | have to combine work and study (I
work as a teacher in a school). It’s not easy to have a full-
time job and to study, but I’m really enjoying my course at
the university and | like my job, too.

The things | like doing most are watching TV and reading,
I’m also fond of listening to music. I’m a sociable person
so | have a lot of friends. | spend a lot of time with them,
we watch video together or listen to music, sometimes we
go to the theatre or they come to my place and we just chat.
I’m not married and still live with my parents.

My father’s name is Vladimir. He works as an engineer at
a big plant. I think my father is quite handsome. He is tall
and broad-shouldered. His dark hair is just beginning to go
grey. He’s a clever man but a little unpractical. Though he
is always busy he helps my mother about the house.

My mother’s name is Irina. She’s a tall good-looking
woman of 46 but she doesn’t look her age. She has a kind
face and when you meet her the first thing you notice is her
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smile — she has a very charming smile. As to her character,
she is kind and gentle, warm-hearted and tactful. My
mother is a housewife, she does all the housework and
helps my elder brother bring up his sons. My mother’s
hobbies are knitting and reading books. She’s also very
good at cooking.

My elder brother, Alexei, is married and has his own
family — a wife and two children, so he doesn’t live with
us. But we often see each other and we still celebrate all the
holidays together.

| think 1I’m a happy person. | have a loving family and a lot
of friends, an interesting job and a lot of hobbies.

I. Find pairs of words matching a word in A with a word in
B.

A: married, mother, son, younger, sister, grandmother,
nephew, wife.

B: husband, daughter, single, father, brother, niece,
grandfather, elder.

Il. Remember the following words:

to do a correspondence course, to combine work and study,
a full-time job, a part-time job, to enjoy a course, a sociable
person.

I1. Fill in the gaps using the words given below in the
correct form.

| want to tell you about my sister Helen. Helenis 39 ... ... .
She teaches German at ... . She likes her ... very much.
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Helen is ... . Her husband’s name is Robert. Helen and
Robert have 2 ... : a son and a daughter. Their daughter’s
name is Jane. She is 8. Jane is a ... girl. She has a lot of
friends. Helen’s son Mike is 18. He is a first-year ... at the
Medical Institute. Mike is a good son and a good brother.
He ... his parents about the house and ... his younger
sister.

children, job, help, sociable, years old, look after, married,
student, school

IV. Paraphrase the sentences using a synonym. Pay
attention to the —ing forms.

be fond of / be interested in

model: | like classical music. — | am fond of classical
music.

| am interested in classical music.

1) Roger likes fishing. 2) Do you like gardening? 3) Does
your daughter like reading? 4) My father doesn’t like
travelling. 5) Do you like collecting coins?

be good at

model: Mike can skate well. — Mike is good at skating.

1) Robert plays chess very well. 2) Mary can swim well. 3)
Do you cook well? 4) Can you ski well? 5) Does Peter
know maths well?

V. Read the text. Mark the sentences as True or False.
Correct the false sentences.
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1. Svetlana doesn’t like her studies because it’s too difficult
to combine work and study.

2. The girl has a lot of friends.

3. Svetlana has a large family.

4. Her mother goes out to work.

5. Svetlana often sees her brother because they live
together.

VI. Give all the adjectives in the text dealing with the
description of

a) appearance

b) character and personality

VIl. Reproduce the sentences from the text where the
following words are used:

to move, to do a correspondence course, a full-time job, to
chat, a handsome man, to look one’s age, to bring up.

VIII. Answer the questions about Svetlana:

1. How old is she?

2. What'’s her job?

3. How long has Svetlana been a university student?
4. Is it easy for her to study at university? Why (not)?
5. Does she have a family of her own?

6. What does she like doing in her free time?

7. What does her father look like?

8. Is he a good family man?

9. Where does Svetlana’s mother work?

10. Is she a good-looking woman?



11. Is Svetlana an only child?
12. Is she a happy person? Why (not)?

IX. Say what you have learned about Svetlana using the
following plan:

a) Her childhood.

b) Her work and study.

c) Her hobbies.

d) Her father.

e) Her mother.

) Her brother.

X. Answer the questions in ex. VIl about yourself.

XI. Tell about

1) your childhood
2) your family

3) your work

4) your studies

5) your hobbies

Our University

l. [Ipounrarite 5 [epeBeauTe clieayroume
HHTCPHAIMOHAJIBHBIC CJIOBA:

academic, biology, club, comfortable, course, department,
drama, ecology, economics, economist, engineer,
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examination, group, history, instruction, junior, lecture,
mathematics, method, modern, philosophy, physics,
practical, qualify, seminar, specialization, sport, tourist.

Il. 3anmomHuUTE CemyroIIKe CIOBA:

area — o6macTs, cdepa

in the area of language teaching. The university offers
programmes in subject areas including ecology, geology
and etc.

curriculum — yueOHas mporpamma

Some schools in England specialize in one or more subjects
outside the basic curriculum. The curriculum in grammar
school include English language, English literature, modern
languages and etc.

evaluate — orienuBarth

The school has been open for six months, so it's too early to
evaluate its success.

found — ocHOBEIBATH

When were the first English universities founded?
graduate — BIITyCKHUK

The graduates of our university work in various branches
of our industry and economy.

Name — Ha3bIBaTh

They named their baby son John.

pastime — BpeMsImpoBOXICHUE, pa3BIICUCHUE

Reading is her favourite pastime.

qualify — xBanudumpoBaTh, 1aBaTh KBATH()UKALIAIO

This test will qualify you to fly an airplane.
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research — viccienoBanue

Research workers are examining the problem.

science — Hayka

Science plays an important role in our life.

society — o01ecTBO

a medical society, a literary society, a drama society,
students' scientific society

spacious — IpOCTOPHBIH

We have a spacious reading hall in our building.

I11. IIpounTaiite u nepeBeUTE TEKCT.
OUR UNIVERSITY

The Gomel State University named after F. Scorina was
founded in 1969, now it is the second largest university in
Belarus. Here young people can get education in various
areas such as mathematics, physics, economics, biology,
ecology, law, social, sciences and humanities.

The departments of our university qualify their graduates as
teachers, engineers, economists, lawyers and research
workers.

The university has five comfortable and well-equipped
buildings with spacious classrooms, labs, reading-halls and
well-stocked libraries.

The curriculum of junior years includes courses for general
knowledge: Philosophy, History of Belarus, a foreign
language and sport. Specialization begins in senior years.
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The methods of instruction include lectures, seminars and
practical classes.

The academic year has two terms: the autumn term and the
spring term. Each term ends with a set of examinations and
credit tests. Students' knowledge is evaluated through term
papers and oral and written tests.

All students can spend their time in many interesting and
useful ways. There is a choir, a tourists' club, groups of
modern and folk dance, a drama society and lots of sport
societies, so everyone can find a pastime to their liking.

IV. Haiigute cioBa B TeKCTe, ONpEaeTIeHUs KOTOPBIX JaHbI
HHNXKE.

a place of education at the highest level,

an organization of people with similar interests;

a person who has completed a course at a college,
university, etc.;

a course of study at university, etc.;

a group of people who sing together;

something done to pass one's time in a pleasant way;
studies such as literature, languages, history.

V. Haiigute B TekcTe cloBa, OJHM3KHE 10 3HAYEHUIO
CIIEAYIOLLIUM:

to check up, up-to-date, semester, different, to establish,
spare, field, receive, faculty, teaching.

VI. Haiinure B TEKCTE npujarateyibHbIe,
XapaKTEePHU3YIOIIUe CIASAYIONINE CYIIIECTBUTEIbHbIC:
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Gomel university is ... .

The buildings are ... .

The classrooms are ... .

The libraries are ... .

The tests are both ... and ... .

There are groups of ... and ... dance.

VIl. BcraBpTe BMECTO TOYEK MOAXOJAIIAE IO CMBICITY
CJIOBa.

branches of our industry and economy. 3) By the time the
students graduate, they have practical and theoretical k_
______ in their subject. 4) During the 1960s eight new
universities weref in Great Britain. 5) Ane_

_______ IS an important test. 6) | enjoyed doing
experiments inour |_ .

VIIl.  CooOumure BepHBl WIM  HET  CJIEAYIOLIUE
yTBepKIeHUs. VcripaBbTe HEBEPHBIE YTBEPKACHUS.

1. Gomel university is the largest in Belarus.

2. Gomel university was founded 25 years ago.

3. Our university qualities its graduates as teachers,
engineers, economists and etc.

4. The university has three comfortable and well-equipped
buildings.

5. Our students study Philosophy and History of Belarus in
senior years.

6. Specialization begins in junior years.
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7. The students have a set of examinations and credit tests
twice a year.

8. There are oral and written tests.

9. Students' knowledge is evaluated only through term
papers.

10. Our students have all opportunities to spend their free
time.

IX. OTBeThTE HA CIEAYIONINE BOMPOCHI:

1) When was our university founded? 2) In what subject
areas can our students get education? 3) What professions
do our graduates have? 4) How many buildings has our
university? 5) Are they well-equipped? 6) What subjects
does the curriculum of junior years include? 7) Do all
students study a foreign language? 8) Does specialization
begin in junior or senior years? 9) When do students have
their examinations? 10) How is students' knowledge
evaluated? 11) Are exams oral or written? 12) Do students
have to write term papers? 13) What societies can our
students join? 14) Are there any opportunities for our
students to go in for sport?

X. 3aKOHYHUTE CIEAYIOIINE MPEIT0KEHUS:

1) The students of Gomel university can get education ... .
2) The departments of our university qualify their graduates
as ... . 3) The university has five buildings with ... . 4) The
curriculum of junior years include ... . 5) The methods of
instruction include ... . 6) The academic year has ... . 7)
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Students' knowledge is evaluated through ... . 8) There is a
choir ... .

XI. PacckaxuTe 0 CBOEM YHUBEPCUTETE.

Great Britain

l. IMpounTalite u  nepeBegure  CJeAyHIIHE
HHTCPHAIIMOHAJIbHBIC CJI0BA:

Capitalist, climate, constitutional, industrial, kilometre,

monarchy, nationality, navigation, ocean, parliament, party,

political, textile, total.

Il. IlepeBeaure cienyromme NpPou3BoOIHbIE:
king — kingdom, north — northern, mountain —

mountaneous, develop - development — developed,
machine — machinery, navigate — navigation, equip —
equipment, dense — density — densely, populate -

population - populated, constitution — constitutional,
national — nationality, monarch — monarchy, govern —
government, elect — election — elected, rule — ruler — ruling.

I1l. IlepeBeaute cJeayrouue NnpeJ10KeHN ],
IIOFa)IaﬁTeCL 0 BHAYCHUM NMMOAYCPKHYTHIX CJIOB.
1) There are a lot of health resorts on the coast of the
Black Sea. 2) Belarus is situated in the centre of Europe. 3)
Russia is the biggest producer of steel in the world. 4) The
area of United Kingdom is 244 thousand square kilometres.
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5) The climate of Great Britain is damp, that means that
there is a lot of rain throughout the year. 6) The American
President is elected every four years. 7) A flying machine
of any kind is called an aircraft.

IV. 3anoanure mnpomycku, HeoOXOAUMBIMH IO
CMBICJIY CJIOBAMM, IIPUBECACHHBIMHA HUZKE.
nationalities, head, capital, reigned, mountains,

chambers, densely, climate, area, coast, island, parliament.
1) The ... of England as well as of Great Britain is

London. 2) The British parliament has two ... . 3) Queen
Elizabeth Il is the ... of the state. 4) England is the most ...
populated part of the island. 5) The Scots and the Welsh
still feel that they are separate ... . 6) Queen Elizabeth I ...
in the 16 th century. 7) Scotland is a land of ... . 8) The
centre of England (the "Midlands") is an ..., and you are
never far from the sea. 10) The east ... of Scotland is busy
with oil rigs and fishing boats. 11) The ... of the USA is
different in every part of the country. 12) ... is the real
government of Britain.

V. Read and translate the text.
Great Britain

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland consists of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland. It is situated on the British Isles. Great Britain and
Ireland and the largest islands and there are about five



17

thousand small islands. The total area of the UK is about
244 thousand square kilometres.

The British Isles are separated from the European
continent by the North Sea and the English Channel. The
western coast of Great Britain is washed by the Atlantic
Ocean and the Irish Sea. The surface of the British Isles
varies very much. The north and west are mountaneous,
but all the rest is a vast plain. The mountains are not very
high. Ben Nevis in Scotland is the highest peak in Great
Britain.

There are a lot of rivers in Great Britain but they are
rather short. The Severn is the longest river, while the
Thames is the deepest and the most important one. The
climate of the country is mild and damp and it is very good
for agriculture.

Great Britain is not very rich in natural resources, it
has some deposits of coal and iron ore and vast deposits of
oil and gas that were discovered in the North Sea.

The UK is a highly developed industrial country. It is
one of the world’s largest producers of machinery,
electronics, textiles, aircraft and navigation equipment.

Great Britain is a densely populated country, its
population is over 57 million. The four main nationalities
are the English, the Irish, the Welsh and the Scots. The
official language is English.

The UK is a constitutional monarchy, the Head of
the State is the Queen. In practice the Queen reigns, but
does not rule. The country is ruled by the elected
government with the Prime Minister at the head. The
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British Parliament consists of two chambers: the House of
Lords and the House of Commons. The main political
parties are the Labour, the Conservative and the Liberal
parties. The Labour Party is the ruling party nowadays.

The capital of Great Britain is London. It is situated
on the river Thames. It is one of the largest cities and ports
in the world.

VI. Haiigute B TEeKCTE:
a) CJIOBO, IMOAXOOAIICC K CIICAYIOINUM OITPCACIICHUSAM:

1) to be composed of; 2) a number of people living
in a place; 3) a large stretch of flat land; 4) a state ruled by
a king or queen; 5) a very high hill; 6) a person or company
that produces goods.

6) CHUHOHHMMBI K CJIICAYIOIIHUM CJIOBAM:
wet, territory, seashore, plane, state, tongue, govern, chief.

VIl. BocnpousBeaure NpeaiOKeHUs] W3 TEKCTa, Iae
BCTPEYAKOTCH CJICAYIOIIME CJIOBA H BBIPAYKCHHUA
to be washed by, area, to consist of, surface, climate,

developed, populated, rule

VIIl. OTrBeTbTe Ha ciieayIOIIME BONPOCHI:

1) What is the official name of Great Britain? 2)
What do we call a group of islands on which the UK is
situated? 3) What are the names of the biggest islands? 4)
What seas surround the British Isles? 5) Are the mountains
in Great Britain low or high? 6) What can you say about
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the climate of Great Britain? 7) Does Great Britain import
or export aircraft and navigation equipment? 8) What can
you say about the composition of the population of Great
Britain? 9) Is the UK a monarchy or a republic? 10) Is the
Queen the head of the government? 11) What is the role of
the Queen to-day? 12) How many chambers has the
English Parliament? What are they? 13) Which is the ruling
party now? 14) What kind of city is London?

IX. Ilepedpa3zupyiite ciaeayonue MnpeaI0KeHusl,

HCII0JIb3yH TEKCT.

1) There are four different countries in the UK. 2)
Great Britain is surrounded by the Irish Sea, the North Sea
and by the Atlantic Ocean. 3) Scotland is a land of
mountains. 4) Much of Britain is open country. 5)
Everyone in Great Britain speaks English. 6) The most
important natural resources of England are coal and iron. 7)
The British climate has a bad reputation, there is too little
sunshine in the country. 8) Some areas of Britain are very
crowded. 9) The Queen doesn’t have any political power.
10) The British Parliament has two “Houses”.

X. PacmupsbTe ciieayrouue yrBepKIeHus:

1) The United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland comprises several parts. 2) The UK is
situated on a number of islands. 3) Great Britain is
surrounded by seas. 4) There are Highlands and Lowlands
in Great Britain. 5) There is a wide network of rivers on the
British Isles. 6) England has a mild climate. 7) The UK has
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a highly developed industry. 8) People of different
nationalities live in Great Britain. 9) The UK is a
constitutional monarchy. 10) There are several political
parties in Great Britain.

XI.  Pacckaxxkute o0 BeaukoOpuTaHuu, HCHOJb3YS
CJIeayOLIUM MJIaH:
1) Geographical position of the UK. 2) Total Area.
3) Seas, surrounding Great Britain. 4) Mountains, rivers. 5)
Climate. 6) Natural resources and the main industries. 7)
Population. 8) The system of government.

History is my future speciality

I. IIpouuTaiiTe U nepeBeanTe CIACAYIOUIUIN TEKCT.

| am a student of the Gomel State University named after F.
Scorina. | am in the third year of the correspondence
department of the faculty of History. Thus, my future
profession is History. Future historians must be
knowledgeable and competent in their field. That is why
the university course comprises such subjects as World
History, the History of the Middle Ages, Contemporary
History, the History of Belarus as well as such applied
subjects as Logics, Archaeology, Philosophy, Politics,
foreign languages, computing and others.

| do my best to have a good command of all the subjects
and to master my profession. | am especially interested in
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Contemporary History as this is an objective history of our
times.

In two years my dream will come true, and | will graduate
from the University with a degree in History we will work
as teachers of History, archivists, archaeologists. Perhaps
somebody will become a well-known politician. But we all
are and will be united by our love for History. It is a very
important subject. Without History we can’t understand
our own country, our people. It makes us feel that the past
was as real as the present. History not only studies and
analyses the facts from the past, but helps understand and
predict the events of the future. It is a well-known fact that
people who don’t remember the past will have to go
through it again. Thus, as you see, the importance of my
favourite subject can’t be overestimated.

Il.  JloramaiiTech O 3HAYCHWUM TIPUBEICHHBIX HUXKE
HHTCPHALIMOHAJIbHBIX CJIOB, YTOYHHTC B CJIOBApC HX
IMPONU3HOUICHUC.

a student a historian, a subject, to analyse, analysis,
objective, an archeologist, an archivist, a fact, a profession,
competent, real, a sphere.

1. IIpoutuTe Ha3BaHWe TPEAMETOB U  HaUAUTE
COOTBETCTBYIOLIWI MEPEBOJI B ITPABOM KOJIOHKE.

The History of Eastern Hcropus bemapycu

Slavs

the History of Belarus MIOJIUTOJIOT sl

Contemporary History JIOTHKA
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Ancient History Hctopus Cpennux Bekos
the History of the Middle Hogsas Hctopus
Ages

World History oubnmorpadus

Logic WHOCTPAHHBIC S3BIKH
Philosophy Hctopus JIpeBuero Mupa
Politology bunocodus

Bibliography Ucropust Boctounsix CnaBsu
foreign languages Muposas Mctopus
Archaeology Apxeosorus

IV. W3 npuBeaeHHBIX MPOU3BOJIHBIX OJHOTO CJIOBa
HAUUTE TO, KOTOPOE COOTBETCTBYET JAHHOMY IIEPEBOY.
history, historic, historian, historical — ucropux

knowledge, knowledgeable, knowing — ymHbIH, XOpoImo
OCBEJOMJICHHBIN

applied, application, apply — npuknaaHoii

computer, computing, computerization — nadpopmaTHka
political, politology, politician, policy — monutuk

estimate, underestimate, overestimate - mepeoreHuTH

V. Haiinute B TeKCTE CIOBOCOUYETAHUSI, COOTBETCTBYIOIINE
MIPUBEJICHHBIM HUXE pycCKuM. IIpodTure mpemsioxxeHus ¢
HHUMH.

OBJIaJIeTh TIpodeccueit

YCBOUTH MPEAMET

OBITh OCOOEHHO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM

3aKOHUYUTh YHUBEPCUTET

IpeIcKa3aTh COOBITHS
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IIPUKJIAIHBIE TIPEIMETHI
HEJb3s HE MEPEOLICHUTH
U3BECTHBIN (DAKT
YHUBEPCUTETCKUMN KypC BKIIFOYAET
MeUTa OCYIIECTBUTHCS

VI. BctaBbTe npeajior u nepeBeauTe MpeaioKeHuE.

| am ... the 3d year of the University.

Next year | will graduate ... the Institute ... a degree ...
History.

People who don’t remember the past will have to go ... it
again.

It is necessary to have a good command ... the subject.

Our University is named ... F. Scorina.

It is impossible to understand your country and people ...
knowing History.

VII. Yranmaiite clioBo 10 €ro ae(puHUIINN.
a person whose profession is History;
who deals in polities;

who works in the archive;

who studies archeology.

VIIl. Halinure B TeKkcTe ompeaeicHus K MPUBEICHHBIM
HIDKE CJIOBaM W MEPEBEIUTE CIOBOCOUYETAHUS HA PYCCKUU
A3BIK.

subject language

science fact

history people
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IX. 3ameHute cI0OBO B CKOOKaX Ha COOTBETCTBYIOIEE
aHriuickoe. llepeBennre npeaioxeHue.

1. History (mpencka3sbiBaet) the event of the future.

2. It is difficult to (mepeomenuts) the importance of
History.

3. The university course (Bkmrouaer) special applied
subjects.

4. Soon my dream (ocymectButbes) and I will graduate
from the University.

5. All teacher must be (kommeTeHTHBIMH) people.

6. We do our best to (oBnaners npodeccueii).

7. Historians are to (amanu3upoBath) W (U3y4aTh) the
events of the past.

8. All the student of our faculty (o0benunensl) by our love
to History.

X. Haliiure B TEKCTE, T CKa3aHO O CJICAYIOIIEM:

the subjects that future historians study;

the aim of Contemporary History;

the professions of those who graduate from the History
faculty;

what the students of this faculty have in common;

the aim of History;

why the importance of History can’t be overestimated.

XI. Halimure npemsiokeHUs, HE COOTBETCTBYIOIIHE
COICPIKAHNIO TCKCTA. HCHpaBBTe ux.
Modern History studies the events of the Middle Ages.
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Foreign Languages are taught at ous faculty. It is one of the
applied subjects.

| am a third-year student.

Those who graduate from our faculty will work as teachers
of History.

History helps understand that the past was as real as the
present.

Some politicians have a degree in History.

My dream is to master the profession of an archeologist.
Future historians must be competent and knowledgeable in
all spheres of life.

XIl. Cxaxute, Kakod pas3fell HUCTOPUU Balll JIFOOMMBIN
npeamer, mnodemy? lcnomp3yWte NpUBEACHHYIO HUXKE
MOJCIIb U MMOAXOAAINNEC IO CMBICITY CIIOBOCOYCTAHMA.
Model: | am especially interested in Ancient History as it
describes the life of people who lived thousands year ago.
describes the events of the ... centuries.

the difficult historic process of the development of the
Russian state.

the life of our ancestors.

the main tendencies in the development of mankind.

XIII. PacmmpbTe cneayromuye BbICKa3bIBaHUSA:

| study at the Gomel Sate University.

The university course of History comprises many subjects.
Most students try their best to become knowledgeable and
competent specialists in their field.
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Those who graduate from our faculty work in different
spheres of life.

History is very important.

Everybody knows the aim of the historical subject.

XIV. CocraBpTe CHUTyallM, WCMOJL3Yys IPUBEICHHbBIC
CJIOBA U CJIOBOCOUCTAHUA:

to study, to be in the 3d year, to comprise, to have a good
command of the subjects, to master one’s profession.

to comprise, special subjects, applied subjects, to be
especially interested, to describe, to graduate with a degree.
to be overestimated, to be asreal as the past, to analyse, to
pedict, to understand the events, to go through the past.

XV. CocraBbTe IUIaH TEKCTA.

XVI. Pacckaxure o cBoel Oynymied mnpodeccun 0
COCTaBJICHHOMY BaMH IIJIaHY.

The Legal Profession

|. Beryunre cieayromnime ciioBa i CJI0BOCOYECTAHUS.
legal — ropunuueckuii, mpaBoBoi

law — 3akoH

lawyer — ropuct, agBokaT

judge — cynps

procurator — npokypop

investigator — ciieqoBaresb

notary — Horapuyc
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human — yenoBeueckas cyanp0a

activity — nesTeabHOCTb

alm — e, HaMepeHUe

to bring into accord (with) — mpuBOAUTE B COOTBETCTBHE
©

crime — npecTyIuieHne

conduct — moBezicHUE

offender — mpectymauk

to raise — mogHUMATH

to prevent — npenorspaluars

responsible — oTBeTcTBEHHBIIH

just- cripaBeTMBBI#

guard — oxpana, cTpaxka

graduate (n) — BBITYCKHHUK

to master (a language) — oBiageTs (S3BIKOM)
whatever — kakoii Obl HU

Il. TIpouuTaiite W mMepeBeAUTE CICAYIOIIME CIOBa M HUX
IIPOU3BOJHBIE.

difficult — difficulty;

create — creation — creative — creator;

stable — stability — stabilize — stabilization;

crime — criminal — criminality — criminalist;
educate — education — self-education — re-educate;
success — successful — successfully;

train () — training (n) — trainer;

regular — regularly — regularity — regulate;

theatre — theatrical;

truth — truthful — truthless;



28

just — justice — injustice;
relation — interrelation.

I11. TTepeBenuTe cneayromnre NpeaaoKeHus, 1oraganTech o
3HAUYCHUHN ITOJYCPKHYTEIX CJIIOB.

1.Whatever we may become - judges, procurators,
investigators, notaries — we shall have to deal with human
destinies.

2.The activities of the lawyers are aimed at bringing the
conduct of the people into accord with the law.

3.They are in the forefront in the struggle against the
criminal phenomena.

4.Mastering foreign languages also contributes a lot to
general education.

5.Every year thousands of graduates from law institutes
join those who stand on guard of public order.

6.1 also want when | become a lawyer to make my
contribution to the detence of the people against injustice.

IV. 3amomnuTe NpPONMycKH HEOOXOIUMBIMU TIO CMBICITY
CJIOBaMH, IPUBCACHHBIMU HUKC!

The legal profession is not an ... one. 2. Sometimes
because of its ... it is compared with the profession of a
doctor. 3. Lawyers work a lot for ... of public order and
stability. 4. This struggle consist not only in punishing but
also in re-educating ... . 5. Lawyers also do a lot to ...
crimes. 6. There is no need to say how ... all that work is.
7. Large practice and constant ... are necessary to become
a good lawyer. 8, Each of us must constantly ... the
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cultural level. 9. Besides, a lawyer is to be a person of high
... qualities. 10. | have a deep respect for the lawyers and |
am ... that | shall become one of them.

responsible, proud, easy, moral, creation, difficulty, self-
education, offenders, raise, prevent.

V. IlpounTaiiTe u nepeBeaUTE TEKCT.

The Legal Profession

My future profession is that of a lawyer. Lawyers are
trained by law institutes and faculties and they work at
different law offices — courts, Procurator’s offices, notary
offices, The bar the organs of the Ministry of the Interior,
etc.

The legal profession is not an easy one. Sometimes because
of its difficulty it is compared with the profession of a
doctor. What ever we may become — judges, procurators,
investigators, notaries — we will have to deal with human
destinies.

The activities of the lawyers are aimed at bringing the
conduct of the people, their interrelations, their attitude
towards the state and the public organizations into accord
with the law. Lawyers work a lot for creation of public
order and stability, for creation of the legal state. They are
in the forefront in the struggle against the criminal
phenomena. This struggle consists not only in punishing
but also in re-educating offenders. Tremendous work is
carried out by the lawyers in eliminating the causes of these
phenomena. Lawyers also do a lot to prevent crimes.
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There is no need to say how responsible all that work is. To
carry it out successfully one needs a high general education
level and good professional training. Each of us realizes
that to become a lawyer one must arm oneself with great
and concrete knowledge. And still after that it is impossible
at once to become a good lawyer. Large practice and
constant self-education are necessary. Each of us must
constantly raise the cultural level. We must know classical
and modern literature and art, regularly attend public
lectures, theatrical performances, concerts, etc. Mastering
foreign languages also contributes a lot to the general
education and cultural advance.

Besides, a lawyers is, of course, to be a person of high
moral qualities. He must strictly keep to the rules of the
community, his conduct is to be irreproachable and he must
be an example for other people. He is to be truthful, honest
and just.

Every year thousands of graduates from law institutes and
law faculties join those who stand on guard of the interests
of the citizens and public order. I also want when | become
a lawyer to make my contribution to the defence of the
people against injustice and to the establishment of the
stable, legal state. | have a deep respect for lawyers and |
am proud that I will become one of them.

[IprMeuaHus K TEKCTY:

law office — ropuanueckoe yupexaeHne

court — cyn

procurator’s office — mpokypatypa

the bar — axBokatypa
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notary office — HotapuanbHas KOHTOpa

Ministry of the Interior —- MuHHCTEpCTBO BHYTPEHHUX JEIT
attitude — orHomeHne

to punish — HakaseIBaTh, KapaTh

to eliminate — 1) ycTpaHnsTh; 2)yHHYTOXKATH

tremendous — orpoMHbIit

to arm oneself (with) — BoopyxaThcst

to realize — mpencraBnATh cede, (SICHO) MIOHMMATD

to attend — mocemats

advance — 1) npoaBrkeHHE BIiepe; 2) TMOBBIIICHUE, POCT
irreproachable — 6e3ynpeunbrit

to keep to the rules — mnpumepxuBaThCs TpaBuUI;
co0JII01aTh HOPMBI

phenomena - siBiteHus

VI. Onpenenure, COOTBETCTBYIOT JIM  CIICAYIOIIUE
MMPCII0KCHUA COACPKAHNIO TCKCTA.

Sometimes because of its difficulty the legal profession is
compared with the profession of a doctor.

The activities of the lawyers are aimed at developing
national economy.

Tremendous work is carried out by the lawyers in
eliminating the causes of the criminal phenomena.

To work as a lawyer one doesn't need a high general
education.

The cultural level of lawyers is not important.

A lawyer is to be a person of high moral qualities.
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VII. BocmpousBenure MNpeaoKeHUsT U3 TEKCTa, TJe
BCTPCUHAIOTCA CICAYIOIINUC BBIPAKCHIA.

at different law offices;

human destinies;

to prevent crimes;

to arm oneself with;

to attend public lectures;

to keep to the rules.

VIIl. OTtBeThTe Ha CHEAYIONINE BOMPOCHI:

Where do lawyers work?

Why is the legal profession difficult?

What can you say about the activities of the lawyers?

What does a lawyer need to be able to cope (cpaBUTHCSI)
with his responsible work?

What moral qualities must a lawyer possen?

Are you proud that you will become a lawyer?

IX. PacuuppTe ciienyromme yrBepKACHUSA:

Lawyers work at different law offices.

The legal profession is not easy one.

The activities of the lawyers are aimed at bringing the
conduct of th people. their interrelations into accord with
the law.

To work successfully as a lawyer one needs a high general
education level and good professional braining.

Besides, a lawyer is to be a person of high moral qualities.
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Every year thousands of graduates from law institutes and
law faculties join those who stand on guord of the public
order.

X. Pacckaxute o cBoeil Oyayiiei npodeccuu, UCTIONb3Ys
CIICAYIOIUC CJI0OBA U BBIPAKCHUI.

my future profession; to be trained by; to work at; to deal
with; human destinies; the activities of the lawyers; to
bring into accord with; creation of public order; criminal
phenomena; punishing and re-educating offenders; to
prevent crimes; responsible work; good professional
training; cultural level; moral qualities; irreproachable;
graduates; to stand on guard; to make contribution to;
defence; injustice; legal state.

PHILOLOGY IS MY FUTURE SPECIALITY

|.  JoramaliTecb O 3HAYEHUW TMPUBEACHHBIX HIKE
MHTEPHAIIMOHAIBHBIX CJIOB, YTOYHUTE B CJIOBape HX

HpOI/ISHOH_IeHI/Ie.
Belorussian, course, critic, culture, discussion, education,
genre, interpretation, lexicology, linguist, literary,

literature, manuscript, method, morphology, periodical,
philology, phonology, poem, practice, professional,
Russian, seminar, speciality, stylistics, syntax, test, theory,
university.

Il. 3amoMHUTE CreayrOINE CJIoBa:
ancient — npeBHui
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CONVey- niepeiaBaTh

duty- gonar

extra-mural - 3aounbIit

get ready for — roroBuThCS
Improve -ymy4inaTh

include — Briroyath

keep pace with- uaru B HOTy
knowledge- 3nanus

mMajor in - crenuaTu3upPOBaTHCS
0origin - MpoOUCX 0K ICHUE

skill - ymenwue

standpoint- Touka 3peHus
treat — TpakToBaTh, OOBACHATH
value - 1ieHHOCTh

various - pa3JIngHbIN
well-read - HaunTaHHBIH
well-spoken - kpacHopeunBbIi

I1l. IIpouwnraiite n nepeBeUTE TEKCT.
PHILOLOGY IS MY FUTURE SPECIALITY

| am a student of the extra-mural department of Gomel
State University and | major in Russian (Belorussian)
language and literature, so | can say that my future
speciality is philology. The term “ philology” is of Greek
origin and means love for word. Nowadays philology is
treated as a complex of sciences about language and
literature. One of the main tasks of philology is
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interpretation and analysis of texts, that’s why we must
develop our understanding of literature and language from
the standpoints of the critic and linguist. The course of
studies at our department includes various subjects, such as
phonology, morphology, syntax, lexicology, stylistics and
some other subjects. We study Russian, Belorussian and
foreign literatures from the ancient time to the present,
besides we have an opportunity of studying a wide variety
of literary genres. As future teachers of literature we should
be well-spoken and well-read, that’s why we spend a lot of
time in the library studying articles and manuscripts,
reading novels, short stories, poems and periodicals, getting
ready for our seminars and discussions. In our fifth year we
have teaching practice at schools where we can test theory
against practice and develop teaching skills. But it is not
enough to have a good knowledge of a subject, the teachers
of literature should convey eternal values of literature, art
and culture to their pupils. It is a professional duty of a
teacher to improve his knowledge and teaching methods
and work at his self-education in order to keep pace with
time.

V. Haiigure B TEKCTE CJIOBOCOYCTAHMS,
COOTBETCTBYIOIIUE TPUBEAECHHBIM HUKE PYCCKUM.
[IpoutuTte npeaIoKeHUs C HUMHU.

3HAHHUE

HAuYMTaHHbBIN

(bakyabTeT 3a04HOT0 00yUCHUS

CIICIIUATM3UPOBATHCSA
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yueOHas mpaKkTUKa

WHTEPIIpETAIUs U aHAIU3 TEKCTOB

C TOYKH 3PCHUS JTUHTBUCTA
MIPOBEPUTH TEOPHUIO HA MIPAKTUKE

Kypc OOy4eHHUsI

pa3Ho00pasue IUTEePaTyPHBIX KAHPOB
caMoo0Opa3oBaHue

V. 3anonHute TabIUILy:

Aspect of | The object of its study
language

Organization of speech-sounds, their
classification

Words and their meaning, word-
equivalents

Rules for sentence-building

Study of the morphemes of a language

Style in writing

Key-words: syntax, phonology, stylistics, morphology,
lexicology

V1. Yragaiite cioBo 1o ero aeuHUILINN.

1. having a socially acceptable way of speaking, typical of
educated people

2. the science of the nature of development of words,
language or a particular language
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3. written works which are of artistic value
4. the system of human expression by means of words in
speech or writing
5. a word or expression used in a particular activity or
profession
6. a branch of knowledge studied as part of one’s education
7. a piece of writing on a particular subject in a newspaper,
magazine, etc.
8. a long written story dealing with invented people and
events
9. a position from which things are seen and opinions
formed
10. to make feelings, ideas, thoughts known

(term, article, language, well-spoken, convey, novel,
subject, standpoint, philology, literature )

VII. Ilpoumrtaiite M  mnepeBeauTe  CieAyIOLIUe
npenjoxkenusi. Haiaure wu  ucnpaBbTe  TE
NMPEAJTO0KCHUI, KOTOpPbIEC HE COOTBETCTBYIOT
COACPKAaHNI0 TEKCTA.

1. The term “philology” comes from the Latin language.

2. Philology is a complex of sciences about language,

history and art.

3. The main task of philology is interpretation and analysis

of texts.

4. Our students study only contemporary literature.

5. We have an opportunity of studying various literary

genres.
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6. Teaching practice is not included in the course of
studies.

7. To have a good knowledge of the subject is quite
enough for a teacher.

8. It is essential for a teacher to go on learning.

VIIl. OTBeTbTeE Ha cjIeAyIOIIHE BONPOCHI:

1. What department do you study at?

. What subjects do you major in?

. What does the term “ philology” mean?

. What are the tasks of Philology?

. What subjects does the course of studies include?

. What qualities should future teachers of literature have?
. What is the aim of teaching practice at school?

. What is the main task of a teacher of literature?

. What is the professional duty of a teacher?

OO NO OThWwWN

IX. PacimpbTe clieyomme yTBep:KIeHUus:

1.The term “philology” is a foreign one.

2. Pilology is a complex science.

3. We study literature from different standpoints.

4. The course of studies includes variuos subjects.

5. The students spend a lot of time in the libraries.

6. In the fifth year students have teaching practice.

7. It is not enough to have a good knowledge of a subject.
8. A teacher should always be ready to go on learning.

X. Pacckaxkute o0 cBoeii Oyayuueil mpodeccuu.
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GEOGRAPHY

l. IIpouuraiiTe u  mepeBeauTe  CJeAYyHOILIHME

HHTEPHAIIMOHAJIBbHBIC CJI0OBA:
analysis, antiguity, aspect, cartography, dimatology,
complex, energy, fauna, flora, geology, geomorphology,
global, hydrology, industrial, interpretation, mathematics,
method, mineral, natural, ocean, phenomena, physics,
potential, rational, regional, resources, service, specific,
territory.

Il.  3anomuure caexywomme ciaoBa. IlepeBenure
CJIOBOCOYETAHMA M INPENI0KeHUS Ha PYCCKUM
AI3bIK.

area — paiioH, 30Ha, 00J1aCTbh, Kpail, TEPPUTOPHSI
What is the area of this country? There are no lakes

in this area.

branch — orpacinb, BeTBb
a branch of a tree, a branch of science, a branch of

family, a branch railway.

describe — onuceiBaTh; description - omnucanue

The article deseribes the climatic conditions of Belarus.

There is a very good description of the country's landscape

in the textbook.

environment — okpy»aroras cpena
Many people are concerned about the environment.
The factory pollutes the environment.
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explore — wuccrenosarh; explorer — wucciaemoBareb,
exploration - uccnemoBanue
They explored the northern part of the island.
J. Cook was a famous explorer.
I've read an article about Arctic exploration.
general — oOrwmii, BceoOIHiA
general education, general election, general concern,
general idea.
landscape - mangmadr
a city / urban landscape,
a country / rural landscape
mountain range — ropHas 1ernb
There are no high mountain ranges in Belarus.
The Pounine mountain range is the backbone of the
isle of Great Britain.
natural — mpupoIHbIA, €CTECTBEHHBIHN, HATYPaJIbHbIH
natural mineral wealth.
Try to look natural for you photo.
Tom is a natural musician.
ore — pyna
metallic ores, copper ore, polymetallic ores.
plain — paBanHa
the great plains of the USA.
Our plane was flying across a vast plain.
plot — HaHOCUTB Ha KapTy
plot the route of the expedition;
plot the position of the ship.
recreational — pa3BieKkaTeIbHBIH, PEKPEAIHOHHBIH
recreational facilities, recreational areas.
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resources — pecypcsl, 3amachbl, (IpUPOHBIE) OOraTCTBA
mineral resources, scarce resources, vast resources.
regional — pernoHabHBIN
regional development, regional problems.
subterranean — moa3eMHbI#
subterranean waters / caves / rivers / lakes
timber — necomarepuabl, CTPOSBOH Jiec
timber resources, timber processing.
vegetation — pacTUTEILHOCTD
scarce vegetation, tropical vegetation.

I11. IIpouwuTaiiTe U MepeBeINTE TEKCT

GEOGRAPHY
The origins of geography as a science go back to antiquity.
At first, it concerned itself with the description of various
parts of the world, of near and distant countries. The name
"geography" means "description of the Earth" (from the
Greek "geo-" earth, and grapho” — | write).

Geographers and travellers penetrated every corner
of the Earth and plotted all the explored areas on
geographical maps. Eventually very few unexplored places
remained, and geography went over from fact gathering
and description to the interpretation and explanation of the
arrangement of things on the Earth's surface.

Modern geography makes a deep analysis of the
relationship among the phenomena of nature and of the
economic life of society. In studying these relationships,
geographers make use of other branches of science such as
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physics, chemistry biology, geology, mathematics and
social sciences.

The main emphasis in geographic research is now on
studying the natural environment, the natural resources of
specific areas and determining the most rational methods of
utilizing them.

Discovery is still one of the fascinating aspects of
this science. There are some blank spaces on the map of the
world.

What vast natural resources every such blank space
conceals! Mountain ranges abound in ore, valuable timber
and swift mountain torrents, the potential source of energy;
wide-stretching plains rich in forests, various kinds of
minerals, rivers, lakes and subterranean waters and the
ocean is rich in food fauna and minerals. To reveal the
secrets of unexplored territories and water areas, to chart
them on a map, to study nature's riches and place them at
the service of mankind — such is the task of the geographic
explorer.

Modern geography is a complex science having
many interconnected branches. They are: physical
geography, economic geography, social geography and
cartography.

Physical geography includes landscape study,
geomorphology, climatology, hydrology, soil geography
and biogeography; economic and social geography include
population geography, industrial geography, agricultural
geography, geography of transport and service.
Cartography is concerned with making up of all sorts of
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maps. On the boundary between physical and economic
geography there have appeared some "marginal” branches
of geography: political, historical, medical and recreational,
geography.

General geography studies global problems, while
regional geography is concerned with the study of nature
and resources of a definite country or area.

IV. Haiinure B TeKcTe CJI0Ba, OIpeaeJeHUuss
KOTOPBIM JIaHbI HUIKE:

a) a science that is concerned with the description of the
Earth;

b) a place on the Earth's surface that has not been explored
and plotted on the map;

c) a branch of geography that is concerned with making up
maps;

d) nature's riches that can be used by mankind,;

e) a person who explores nature;

f) a group of mountains.

V. Hauaure B TeKCTe CJ0BAa M CJOBOCOYETAHHS,
OJM3KHe MO0 3HAYECHHIO cieayromum CJa0oBaM H
CJIOBOCOYCTAHUAM:
to study; a far-away country; plot on a map; to find

out; unexplored areas; abundant resources, to be rich in

something, to open a secret; to make it possible for
mankind to use nature's riches; underground waters.



VI. Haiigute B TeKcTe CJI0BAa, MPOTHUBOMNOJIOKHbIE T10

SHAYCHHUIO CJICAYIOIIUM CJI0BaM:

to be unconcerned, to conceal, distant, general
geography, indefinite, regional problems, scarce resources,

valueless.

VIl. Haijigure B TEKCTe npujarare/jibHbie,
XapakTepu3yloume cieayrime
CyllleCTBUTE/IbHbIE:

area, environment, geography, mountain torrents,

plains, resources, spaces.

VIIIl. CocTaBbTe CJI0BOCOUYETAHMS W3 TIJIarojoB M

CYeCTBUTC/IbHBIX.
to concern oneself with every corner of the Earth
to penetrate natural resources
to go back to secrets
to go over to minerals
to make a deep analysis
to utilize interpretation of facts
to conceal antiquity
to be rich in description

IX. Ilpouwmrtaiite u  mnepeBeauTe  CjeAYyIOIIUE

npemaoxkenusi. Haiiaure u  ucupasBbTe

NNPEeAJOKCHUHA, KOTOpPbI€ HE COOTBECTCTBYIOT

COACPKAaHNI0 TEKCTA.
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The name "geography" means description of the
weather;

There are few unexplored areas on the Earth's surface;
Geography makes use of other branches of science;
Blank spaces conceal vast natural resources;

The task of the geographer is to learn foreign languages;
Cartography deals with all sorts of maps;

Physical geography and climatology are marginal
branches of geography;

Regional geography studies the nature and resources of
a specific area.

=

No ko

oo

OTtBeTbTe HaA cJIeayIOLIHME BONMPOCHI:
What does the word geography mean?
What did ancient geographers study?
What does modern geography study?
Is the study of the natural environment in the focus of
attention of modern geographers?
What is the most fascinating aspect of exploration?
What are the tasks of the geographic explorer?
Modern geography isn't a complex science, is it?
Can you name the branches of modern geography?
Where have the marginal branches of geography
appeared?
10. Does regional geography study global problems?

HowbdEX

©oo~No O,

X|. 3amoJHuTe CJIEAYIONIYIO TA0JIHILY:

| Branch of | The object of its research
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geography

Physical characteristics of earth's surface,
landforms, vegetation, soils.

Systematic and regional study of world
climates, physical and dynamic
climatology. Climate classification.

Surface waters characteristics of selected
climatic regions.

Economic nature of resources.

Rational use of soils and land, waters,
minerals, forests and wildlife. Land use
planning.

Industrial location.

Location and distribution of urban centres,
land use, city planning.

Transport  facilities and patterns of
movement. Interaction of transportation
and regional development.

Mapping, topographic, thematic maps, map
classification.

Pacckaxxute o cBoeil Oymyied crenuaibHOCTH M TOM

obnactu

reorpadur, B KOTOPOM BBl XOTEIH OBl

CIICHHUAJIM3UPOBATHCA.

PART Il
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This is Britain

“Great Britain” has several different names. Some people
say “Britain” or “the United Kingdom”, or just “UK”.
There are four different countries in the United Kingdom:
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Everyone from Britain is British, but only people from
England are English. People from Scotland are Scottish,
people from Wales are Welsh, and people from Northern
Ireland are Irish. Don’t call a Scottish or Welsh person
English. He won’t like it! The fact is that the Scots and the
Welsh still feel that they are separate nationalities.

Altogether more than 56 million people live in Britain,
many of them in big industrial cities like London,
Liverpool and Manchester, but people are often surprised
by how much of Britain is open country, with lonely hills
and woods, quiet rivers, lakes and farmlands.

Everyone in Britain speaks English. But in some parts of
Scotland and Wales people speak an older language as
well. The Welsh are especially proud of their language, and
you can see road signs in Welsh all over Wales.

Everyone speaks English, but they do not all speak in the
same way. A Scottish person has to listen carefully if he
wants to understand a Londoner. And when a Welsh
person speaks everyone knows at once where he comes
from!

Many people think that the weather is cold and wet in
Britain all the year-round. But it isn’t! True, it sometimes
rains and even snows for days and days, but every year
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there are weeks of beautiful sunny weather when the
British put on their bikinis and go out to sunbathe.

Answer the following questions:

1. What other names has Great Britain? What is the
official name of the state?

2. What are the main nationalities in Great Britain and
what countries do they live in?

3. Why don’t Scottish and Welsh people like to be called
English?

4. Does the majority of Britain’s population live in cities
or in the country?

5. What people speak some other language besides
English?

6. Is it easy for people from different parts of Great Britain
to understand each other? Does the same problem exist
in our country?

7. lIs it correct to say that the English weather is nasty?

NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST

Britain is only a small country, but every part is
different. Scotland is a land of mountains, lakes and
romantic castles. The winters are cold, with plenty of snow,
but the summers are often warm and sunny. Most farmers
keep sheep, and there are many small factories which make
fine sweaters from their wool. In some parts of Scotland,
there are very few people. Deer live in the hills, and rivers
are full of salmon. But Glasgow and Edinburgh are both
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large and busy, with all that is good (and bad) in modern
cities.

Northern Ireland has its problems, but it has beauty too.
In the warm, wet climate, the grass grows a brilliant green,
and much of the land is farming country. Belfast is a large
industrial city with many fine buildings and a big port from
which ships come and go to Scotland and England. But
Belfast has had many difficult years, and it is not the busy
place it once was.

In the north of England there are many old industrial
towns. Now, a great number of factories have closed and
thousands of people have no work. Some have moved to
the new towns, built in the 1960s and 1970s, where the
industries are more modern. Outside the towns, much of
this part of England is beautiful countryside, with green
hills, lakes and sandy beaches. Fishing is an important
industry in the North East, and every night (except Sunday)
the fishing boats go out to sea.

The centre of England (the Midlands) is also an
important industrial area, especially near the huge cities of
Coventry and Birmingham, the centre of the car industry.
But everywhere, even in the heart of a modern city, there
are buildings from an older Britain — cathedrals, castles,
and houses built hundreds years ago.

Wales is a special place, a country of high mountains
and pretty valleys. But Wales has plenty of industry too,
with many factories and coal mines. The people of Wales
are very musical. Every year they have a festival of Welsh
music and poetry called an “Eisteddfod”.
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The west of England is rich farming country. It
produces milk, cream, butter, cheese (especially Cheddar
cheese, Britain’s favourite), and apples, which go to make
cider, a popular drink in the villages. Country people often
grow their own fruit, vegetables and flowers.

Some areas of Britain are very crowded. Around
Manchester, in north west England and Glasgow, in
Scotland, are large city areas of houses and factories. The
south east of England, too, has many towns and cities,
including London, the giant capital. But quite near London
there are some quiet villages and peaceful farms.

Britain is an island, of course, and you are never too far
from the sea. Some of the coast, especially in the west, is
wild and rocky, with small sandy beaches, and romantic
old harbours. Other parts are industrial. The east coast of
Scotland, for example, is busy with oil rigs and fishing
boats. The most popular beaches are near the many holiday
towns on the south coast, where the weather is usually
warmer. It is here that Londoners come to relax.

Answer the following questions:

1. Can you say that Britain has a varied landscape?

2. In what parts of Britain is the climate favourable for
agriculture?

What problems do old industrial towns have?

What part of Britain is the industrial centre of the state?
The Welsh are musical people, aren’t they?

What products are produced in the west of England?
What are the most populated areas in Britain?

NOo kW
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8. Would you prefer to spend your holiday on the west or
south coast of Great Britain? Why?

LONDON

London has been a capital city for nearly thousand
years, and many of its ancient buildings still stand. The
most famous of these are the Tower of London (where the
Crown jewels are kept), Westminster Abbey and St. Paul’s
Cathedral, but most visitors also want to see the Houses of
Parliament, Buckingham Palace (the Queen’s London
home) and the many magnificent museums.

Once, London was a small Roman town on the north
bank of the Thames, but slowly it grew into one of the
world’s major cities with more than seven million people.
Fewer people live in the centre now, but the suburbs are
still growing.

Places now in the heart of London like Westminster,
once stood in the middle of green fields. Many small
villages, like Hampstead, Chelsea and Mayfair, became
part of London, but they still keep some of their old
atmosphere. Different areas of London seem like different
cities. The West End is a rich man’s world of shops,
offices and theatres. The East End is the old working
people’s district, where there are many small flats and
houses, some of them old, some new.

London is always changing. New buildings go up and
old ones come down. Poorer areas become fashionable and
people with more money move into them.
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A hundred years ago, the river was crowded with ships,
leaving for Java and Japan, New Zealand and New York,
but now the port is nearly empty. People travel by air, and
London’s main airport Heathrow is one of the busiest in
the world.

Like all old cities, London has streets and concrete
buildings, but it also has many big parks, full of trees,
flowers and grass. Sit on the grass (you are allowed to!) in
the middle of Hyde Park or Kensington Gardens, and you
will think that you in the country, miles away.

Many people live outside the centre of London in the
suburbs, and they travel to work by train, bus or
underground. Every day, nearly half a million office
workers travel into the “City”, the business centre of
London, a small area full of banks and offices. Some
people come from far out of London, even from the coast,
and spend up to four hours travelling every day.

Working hours are from 9 am to 5 p.m. From 8 until 10
every morning, and 4.30 to 6.30 every evening, the trains
are crowded with people, and after the morning “rush
hour” the shoppers come.

By day the whole of London is busy. At night, the City
is quiet and empty, but the West End stays alive, because
this is where Londoners come to enjoy themselves. There
are two opera houses here, several concert halls and many
theatres, as well as cinemas, and in nearby Soho the pubs,
restaurants and night clubs are busy half the night.

Many people think that London is all grey, but in fact
red is London’s favourite colour. The buses are red, the
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letter boxes are red, and the mail vans are all bright, bright
red. London is at its best when people are celebrating. Then
the flags, the soldiers’ uniforms, the cheering crowds and
the carriages and horses all sparkle in the sunshine — if it is
not raining, of course!

Answer the following questions:
1. What are the oldest buildings in London?
2. On what bank of the river Thames did London
originate?
Many people prefer to live in the outskirts of London,
don’t they?
What districts of London were once villages?
Why has the port lost its importance?
What is characteristic of the City?
Where can Londoners spend their evenings?
What colour is London’s favourite?

EDINBURGH
Edinburgh is Scotland’s capital, and one of the most
beautiful cities in Britain. It has been the capital since
fifteenth century when it was the centre of Scotland’s
resistance to its enemies. The heart of Edinburgh is the
thousand-year-old castle, where the kings of Scotland lived
for centuries. Nowadays, it overlooks one of Europe’s most
famous streets, Prince Street.

From Edinburgh castle you can see for miles, north over
the beautiful old streets and squares to the “Firth”, and arm
of the sea that pushes island. Far away are the mountains of
Central Scotland, often covered with snow.
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There are also the Royal Palace of Holyrood and many
other beautiful monuments. It is a city of elegant Georgian
architecture.

Edinburgh has a busy cultural life. Every year, in
September, the international Festival takes place.
Musicians, actors and singers come from all over the world
and thousands of visitors fill the city. In the evening, the
opera house, the theatres and the concert halls are full. In
cafes and pubs, small groups sing, act and read poetry.

The castle is at its best in Festival time. Every night
there is a magnificent military “Tattoo”. Highland soldiers
wearing “kilts” play the bagpipes, and march to the music.

The kilt is only worn by men and is a relic of the time
when the clan system existed in Scottish Highlands.

Tartans, the patterns of the kilts, have an interesting
history. Since the fifteenth century, each Scottish family (
or ‘clan”) has worn its own tartan as a kind of badge. It
was a useful way of recognizing people, especially in times
of war. Many tartans date only from the nineteenth century,
but some of the old patterns still exist. “Dress” tartans,
worn on special occasions have light, bright colours.
“Hunting” tartans are usually green, blue or brown.

The kilt and the tartan are very much connected with
Scottish history. In 1745 Bonnie Prince Charlie came to
Scotland and led a rebellion against King George Il in an
attempt to regain the throne for the Stuarts. Most of the
Prince’s followers were highlanders from the clans. The
rebellion was a disaster and at the battle of Culloden the
Scots were finally defeated.
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Answer the following questions:

1. How long has Edinburg been the capital of Scotland?

2. What is the castle famous for?

3. What kind of celebrations do the inhabitants of
Edinburg have during the international Festival?

4. What is a kilt?

What is a tartan?

6. In what way are the kilt and tartan connected with
Scottish history?

o1

OXFORD

What is so special about Oxford and Cambridge, the
two oldest universities in England? Why do so many
students want to study there?

Both of these university towns are very beautiful. They
have some of the finest architecture in Britain. Some of
their colleges, chapels and libraries are three, four and even
five hundred years old, and are full of valuable books and
precious paintings. Both towns have many lovely gardens,
where the students can read and relax in the summer
months.

Oxford is the older university of the two. The first of its
colleges was founded in 1249. The university now has
thirty-four colleges and about twelve thousand students,
many of them from other countries. There were no women
students at Oxford until 1878, when the first women’s
college, Lady Margaret hall, opened. Now women study at
most colleges.
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Oxford is, of course, famous for its first-class education
as well as its beautiful buildings. Some of the most
intelligent men and women in the country live and work
here. Oxford gives them what they need: a quiet
atmosphere, friendly colleagues, and the four-hundred-
year-old Bodleian library, which has above five million
books.

It is not easy to get a place at Oxford University to study
for a degree. But outside the university there are many
smaller private colleges which offer less difficult courses
and where it is easy to enroll. Most students in these private
schools take business, secretarial or English language
COUISES.

Answer the following questions:

1. Oxford is a small town with fine architecture, isn’t it?

2. What are Oxford and Cambridge famous for?

3. Which of the two universities is the older and in what
century was it founded?

4. Do woman have an opportunity to study at Oxford?

5. Why do many students want to study at Oxford?

6. Is it difficult to get a place at Oxford University?

FAMILY LIFE
British and American families are small. In fact, the
populations of both Britain and the USA have stopped
growing. The typical family has a father, mother and two
children. Grandparents come to visit, but do not usually
live with their children.
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Most people get married between the ages of 20 and 23,
but many marriages end in divorce. This means that in both
countries there are a large number of “single parent
families”, one father or mother looking after their children
alone.

The typical British family has a car, a colour TV set, a
washing machine, and a cat or dog as well. They start the
day at about 7 o’clock, have breakfast at 8, and are off to
work by 8.30. More and more women now go out to work
as well as men. The children have lunch at school at about
12.30 and come home at 4 in the afternoon. Their parents
are usually home by 6 o’clock, and the family eats together
at 6.30 or 7 .In the evening, father may go to the pub for a
drink, or stay at home and watch TV with the others.
Children go to bed early, at about 8 o’clock, two or thee
hours before their parents.

The typical American family has more money than a
British family. Many have two or three cars, large modern
kitchens and more electrical goods. They eat more meat
and spend more on clothes. But their daily programme is
nearly the same. Like British children, American children
eat lunch at school, come home mid-afternoon, and go to
bed earlier than their parents.

Answer the following questions:

1. Are American and British families large or small?

2. What is a typical American family?

3. Do parents and their grown-up children live together?
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4. At what age do people get married? And in our
country?

Which people have more money to spend?

How much time do children spend at school?

7. How do fathers spend their evenings?

o o

FESTIVALS

In the USA, different states celebrate different holidays,
but everyone remembers July 4™, “Independence Day”. On
this day, in 1776, America signed the “Declaration of
Independence” and started the fight for freedom from
British rule. People go out into the streets on July 4™, dress
up, and take part in parades. In the evening there are
always parties and fireworks.

The second big American festival is Thanksgiving Day.
On the fourth Thursday in November, American families
meet for a special dinner, usually with turkey, pumpkin and
pies. They give thanks to God for the past year, and
remember the first harvest of the first European Americans
in 1621.

Children always have fun at Halloween on October 31%.
They dress up as ghosts and witches. They cut up a
pumpkin to look like a frightening face and put a light
inside. They go from house to house and say “Trick or
Treat?” If they get a “treat” (something nice, like sweets or
an apple), they go away happy. But if they don’t, they play
a “Trick”. They might put soap on the windows, or throw
rubbish into the garden.
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There are two days in the year when both the Americans
and British remember special people. February 14™ is St.
Valentine’s Day. People in love send “Valentines” to each
other, special cards with hearts, flowers and loving words.
The second Sunday in May is “Mother’s Day”. People buy
cards, flowers and chocolates for their mothers.

There are fewer public holidays in Britain than in most
countries. There is Christmas Day, of course, and “Boxing
Day” (the day after Christmas), New Year’s Day, the
Monday after Easter, and three more Mondays, two in May
and one in August.

Public holidays in Britain are called “bank holidays”,
because the banks as well as shops and offices are closed.

There is no national day in Britain, but there is one
festival that everyone celebrates — Christmas. The fun starts
the night before, on Christmas Eve, when children hang
stockings at the ends of their beds for Father Christmas to
fill with toys. Christmas Day is a family day. Grandparents,
aunts, uncles and cousins all meet for the big Christmas
dinner of turkey and plum pudding, and everyone gives and
receives presents.

In Scotland, New Year’s Eve is the biggest festival of
the year. The dancing goes on all night, and too many
people drink too much whisky!

One special British festival takes place on November
5" On that day, in 1605, Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the
Houses of Parliament. He did not succeed, but the children
of Britain never forgot him. Every year, on “Guy Fawker’s
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night”, they make “guys” to burn on bonfires, and let off
fireworks.

There smaller, local festivals all through the year. In the
spring, village children dance round the Maypole. In the
autumn, people take vegetables and fruit to church for the
Harvest Festival, and once a year the Lord Mayor of
London puts on a show and rides through the streets in his
golden coach.

Answer the following questions:

1. What festivals have roots in national traditions?

2. What is the greatest holiday in the USA? How do people

celebrate it?

3. What holidays are celebrated both in Britain and the
USA?

. Which people have fewer public holidays?

. What are the main holidays in Great Britain?
Why are public holidays in Britain called “bank

holidays”?

. In what way do the British celebrate Christmas?

. What is “Guy Fawker’s night”?

. What holidays are celebrated in spring and in autumn?

o g A
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SCHOOLS
In America all children from six to sixteen go to school.
They spend six years in “elementary” school, and four or
six in “secondary” school. School education is free.
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At the end of every school year, the child takes a test. If
he does well. He goes into the next class (“grade™). If he
doesn’t do well, he has to repeat the grade.

Some schools have modern teaching equipment, like
computers and closed circuit television, but there are also
small country schools, with just one classroom.

At the end of their time at school, most students get a
higher school diploma. If they want to go on to college,
they take college admission tests.

In Britain, all children from five to sixteen go to school.
They spend six years in “primary” school, and then go on
to “secondary” school.

In Britain there are “state” schools which are free, and
private schools for which parents pay. Many British private
schools are “boarding” schools. The children stay at school
all the time, and only come home in the holidays. They
usually wear uniforms.

Teaching in both countries is usually quite informal.
Students often work together in groups and go to the
teacher only when they need help.

Answer the following questions:

1. Do children in Britain and the USA start school at the
same age?

2. On what condition are children allowed to go into the
next grade?

3. What is required of the children who want to study at
college?

4. Do parents have to pay for their children’s education?
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5. What is the difference between an ordinary school and a
boarding school?
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