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BBenenue

[lenpt0 MOATOTOBKM MPAKTUUECKOTO TIOCOOMSI SIBIIETCS OKa3aHUe
MOMOIIM CTYAEHTaM B OBJIaJICHUU I'PaMMAaTHYE€CKUMH HAaBBIKAMH YCTHOM
peun.

VYrhpaxkHeHUsl pacnoyiararoTca MO MEPE HM3YYEHUsT I'paMMaTHUYE€CKOIO
MaTepHuaia U IpeACTaBISIIOT COOOM TPEHUPOBOYHBIE, SI3bIKOBHIE, YCIOBHO-
peuYeBble U  PEUEBBIC  YIPAXKHEHUs, IEIbI0 KOTOPBIX  SIBISETCS
MHOTOKpaTHasi TPEHUPOBKA HM3Y4a€MOro T'paMMaTU4YECKOro sBjicHus. B
KOHIIE TI0COOHMsI JaloTCsi O0030pHBIE, IOBTOPUTENIbHBIC YIpPaKHEHUS,
KOTOPBIE MOTYT HWCIIOJB30BAaThCA B KAUYECTBE TECTOBBIX 3aJaHUN IS
MIPOBEPKH c(hOpMUPOBAHHOCTH HaBbIKa BJIAJICHUSI JTAHHBIM
rpaMMaTHYEeCKUM siBIcHHEM. B 1ensax Oomblieil HarjasJHOCTH MPUBOIATCS
TaOIALIBL.

Jlekcuueckoe HamnoOJHEHUE BCEX YIPAXKHEHUW MPEACTABISIET IIMPOKUU
CIEKTp 00pa3IoB COBPEMEHHOM aHTJIMMCKON Pa3srOBOPHOM PEUH.

IIpu  cocraBaeHMH  pa3IUYHBIX  BUJIOB  YOPAXKHEHUW  ObLIU
UCIIOJIb30BaHbI, HOBBIE HJAEH U TMOIXOJbl, NPEIJIOKEHHbIE B Yy4eOHBIX
OCOOUSIX 3apyOEKHBIX aBTOPOB.

[IpakTrueckoe mocobue 1o Teme «BpeMmeHa aHTIMIICKOTO TJIaroya
angpecoBaHo cryneHTaMm creruainbHocTd 1 - 02 03 06 01  «AHrauickuit
SA3bIK» KaK JJIsl UCTIOJIb30BAHUSL HA 3aHSATUSX, TaK U JIJII CAMOCTOSITEILHOMN
paboTHI.



Unit 1 The Present Indefinite (Simple) Tense

Formation

In the affirmative the simple present has the same form as the infinitive
but adds an -s for the third person singular.

Table 1
Affirmative Negative Interrogative
| work | do not work do I work?
you work you do not work do you work?
he/she/it works he/she/it does not work  |does he/she/it work?
we work we do not work do we work?
you work you do not work do you work?
they work they do not work do they work?

Contractions: the verb do is normally contracted in the negative and
negative interrogative: | don't work, he doesn't work, don't | work? doesn’t
he work?

Spelling rules

1 Verbs ending in ss, sh, ch, x, tch, z and o add es, instead of s alone,
to form the third person singular:

| miss, he misses | catch, he catches
| push, he pushes | do, he does
| watch, he watches | go, he goes
2 When y follows a consonant we change the y into i and add es:
| carry, he carries | copy, he copies | cry, he cries

But verbs ending in y following a vowel obey the usual rule:
| obey, he obeys | say, he says

Main uses

1 Habitual or regular actions. A frequency adverb or adverbial
phrases are usually used: always, never, every day, every six months,
sometimes, often, ever, hardly ever, from time to time, normally,
occasionally, regularly, rarely, seldom, usually, twice a week, at
weekends, on Mondays, etc.
| getup at 7.

John smokes a lot.



She visits her parents every day.
How often do you go to the dentist? - | go every six months.
Do you ever eat meat? — No, | never eat meat.

2 Permanent situations.
My dad works in Saudi Arabia.
My sister wears glasses.
He lives in the French Alps near the Swiss border.

3 General truths. Statements that are always true. Laws of nature.
Water boils at 100 degrees centigrade.
Love makes the world go round.
The bus takes longer than the train.
Summer follows spring.
Gases expand when heated.

4 Future reference. This use is often related to timetables and
programmes or to events in the calendar.
The next train leaves at two fifteen in the morning.
It's Tuesday tomorrow.
The exhibition opens on January 1st and closes on January 31°%.
The concert begins at 7.30 and ends at 9.30.
We use the Present Simple especially when we are talking about journey,
travelling plans and itinerary.
We leave London at 10.00 next Tuesday and arrive in Paris at 13.00. We
spend two hours in Paris and leave again at 15.00. We arrive in Rome at
19.30, spend four hours in Rome. (itinerary).

5 Observations and declarations in the course of conversation.
Mostly with the verbs describing opinion and feelings:
hope/assume/suppose/promise/demand/ assure/ predict/ propose/ warn/
swear/ bet/ suggest/ admit/ say/ claim/agree
| promise everything will be all right.
| bet you were nervous just before your driving test.

It says here that the police expect more trouble in the city.

| declare this exhibition open.

We live in difficult times - | agree.

It is used, chiefly with the verb say, when we are asking about or quoting
from books, notices or very recently received letters:

What does that notice say? - It says, 'No parking’.



What does the book say? - It says, '‘Cook very slowly.’
| see you 've got a letter from Ann. What does she say? - She says she is
coming to London next week.

6 Summaries of events. Plots of stories, fims, etc.
At last the boy meets his friends, they talk for some time and he agrees to
go with them.
In narratives to express past actions more vividly.
It was so unexpected. You see, | came home late last night, turned on the
light — and whom do you think | see? Jack, old Jack, sleeping in the chair.
| give a cry, rush to him and shake him by the shoulder.

7 The structures: HERE COMES..., THERE GOES...
There goes our bus.
Here come the students of our group.

8 Giving or asking for instructions.
What do we do next? What happens next?
Where do we go now? How do | get to the station?

9 Demonstrations and commentaries.
First | take a bowl and break two eggs into it.
Smith passes to Daved — nice ball — and David shoots.
Now watch me closely: | take a match, light it, put it into the glass and
...0h, nothing happens.

10 Formal correspondence. Some fixed phrases that are used in letter-
writing can be expressed either in the Present Simple (formal) or the
Present Continuous (less formal).

We write to tell you .... (formal)
We are writing to tell you .... (less formal)

11 Newspaper headlines, the outlines of novels, plays, films, etc.
Dog Saves Its Master.
Terrorists attack Manhattan.

12 To denote actions and states happening at the moment of
speaking (used with stative verbs, which can’t be used in the continuous
aspect). See Unit 3.

Who does this car belong to?



| do not see what you are doing.
Nowl hear you perfectly well.

13 The Present Simple is used with a perfect or past meaning in
introductory expressoins like I hear/ | see/ | gather/ | understand
| hear that you are leaving next week.
| understand you are looking for a job.
The Present Simple is used in the past meaning in such sentences:
It is a long time since ....
It is ten years since | came here.

14 The Present Simple is used after such expressions as: make sure/
take care/see to it
I’ll see to it that everybody leaves after classes.

15 In adverbial clauses of time and condition after conjunctions
when, till, until, as soon as, as long as, before, after, while, if, unless, in
case, on condition that, provided, etc.

Ring me up when she comes.
Do it as soon as you are through with your duties.

Practice

Ex. 1 Explain the use of the Present Indefinite in the following
sentences:

1. | sleep here; My father sleeps in his study. 2. Your mouth is bleeding.
Does it hurt? 3. Where do we go from here? 4. Please see that the children
don't get nervous. 5. | do a lot of travelling, you know. 6. One lives and
learns. 7. He owns a big car. 8. His men act silently as a rule. They wear
dark glasses and they call after dark. 9. Changes happen very quickly here.
10. It is too late to go anywhere.What do we do then? 11. "Perhaps after
breakfast | could ring up my family." "The telephone doesn't work." 12.
Why don't you go back home? 13. They wish to make sure that he does not
alter his plans. 14. | brush my teeth every night. 15. "I give up," she said.
"You win". 16. It is a scene in which Mr Dante, in a white dinner-jacket,
arrives at the ground floor by lift. The lift door opens, Dante gets out,
looks at something on his left, registers alarm and walks away briskly. 17.
I’ve got to get him to the station. His train leaves at eleven.

Ex. 2 Complete the sentences by putting in the verbs. Use the



Present Simple. You have to decide if the verb is positive or negative:

1. Claire is very sociable. She (know) lots of people. 2. We've got plenty
of chairs, thanks. We (want) any more. 3. My friend is finding life in Paris
a bit difficult. He (speak) French. 4. Most students live quite close to the
college, so they (walk) there. 5. My sports kit is really muddy. This shirt
(need) a good wash. 6. I've got four cats and two dogs. | (love) animals.7.
No breakfast for Mark, thanks. He (eat) breakfast. 8. What's the matter?
You (look) very happy. 9. Don't try to ring the bell. It (work). 10. I hate
telephone answering machines. | just (like) talking to them. 11. Matthew is
good at badminton. He (win) every game. 12. We always travel by bus. We
(own) a car.

Ex. 3 Complete the conversation. Put in the Present Simple forms:

Rita: ... (you/ like) football, Tom?

Tom: ... (1/love) it. I'm a United fan. ... (1 / go) to all their games.
Nick usually ... (come) with me. And ... (we / travel) to away games, too.
Why ... (you / not / come) to a match some time?

Rita: I'm afraid football ... (not/ make) sense to me — men running
after
a ball. Why ... (you / take) it so seriously?

Tom: It's a wonderful game. ... (I / love) it. United are my whole life.

Rita:  How much ... (it / cost) to buy the tickets and pay for the travel?

Tom: Alot. ... (I / not / know) exactly how much. But ... (that / not /
matter) to me. ... (1 / not / want) to do anything else. ... (that / annoy) you?

Rita:  No, ... (it/ not / annoy) me. I just ... (find) it a bit sad.

Unit 2 The Present Continuous (Progressive) Tense

Formation

The present continuous tense is formed with the present tense of the
auxiliary verb be + the present participle (the infinitive + ing).

Table 2

Affirmative Negative Interrogative

| am working | am not working am | working?

you are working you are not working are you working?
he/shelit is working |he/she/it is not working is he/she/it working?
we are working we are not working are we working?
you are working you are not working are you working?
they are working  |they are not working are they working?




Spelling rules

1 We can add -ing to most verbs without changing the spelling of their
base forms:
beat/beating, carry/carrying, catch/catching, enjoy/enjoying,
hurry/hurrying

2 If a verb ends in -e, omit the -e and add -ing.
come/coming, have/having, make/making, ride/riding, use/using
The exceptions are: to age/ageing, singe/singeing
But! This rule does not apply to verbs ending in double e:
agree/agreeing, see/seeing

3 A verb that is spelt with a single vowel followed by a single
consonant doubles its final consonant:
hit/hitting, let/letting, put/putting, run/running, sit/sitting

4 With two-syllable verbs, the final consonant is normally doubled
when the last syllable is stressed:
for'get/forgetting, pre'fer/preferring, up'set/upsetting
Compare: 'benefit/benefiting, 'differ/differing, 'profit/profiting
Note!
'label/labelling 'quarrel/quarrelling,'signal/signalling, ‘travel/travelling
(Brg) are exceptions to this rule.
Compare:
labeling, quarreling, signaling, traveling (AmE)

5 -ic at the end of a verb changes to -ick when we add -ing:
panic/panicking, picnic'picnicking, traffic/trafficking

6 A verb having —ie at the end, changes -ie to -y and adds —ing:
lie/lying, die/dying, tie/tying

7 A verb having -p at the end doubles it, but only when the ending has
the construction consonant+vowel+consonant.
Worship/worshipping

Main uses

1 We use the Present Continuous to describe actions or events which are
In progress at the moment of speaking. To emphasize this, we often use
adverbials like now, at the moment, just, at present, currently, still.
Someone's knocking at the door. Can you answer it?
What are you doing? - I'm just tying up my shoe-laces.
He's working at the moment, so he can't come to the telephone.
He's still talking to his girlfriend on the phone.

10



2 Temporary situations

1) The Present Continuous can be used to describe actions and
situations which may not have been happening long, or which are thought
of as being in progress for a limited period. The following indicators are
generally used: these days, this week, this month, this year.

What's your daughter doing these days?
- She's studying English at Durham University.

2) Such situations may not be happening at the moment of speaking:
Don't take that ladder away. Your father's using it. (i.e. but perhaps not at
the moment).

3) Temporary events may be in progress at the moment of speaking:

The river is flowing very fast after last night's rain.

4) Temporary actions and situations may be given as a contrast to
usual actions:
| usually drive to work, but this week | am taking a bus as my car is in
repair.

3 We also use the Present Continuous to describe developing or
changing situations. The verbs to change, to get, to grow, to improve, to
become, to rise, to fall, to increase and to decrease are usually used. Very
often adjectives in comparative degree are used in such sentences.

The number of cars on the road is increasing. The earth is slowly getting
warmer.
People are becoming less tolerant of smoking these days.

4 When we are talking about repeated temporary actions in the
present tense, we use the Present Continuous for an action that continues
to happen before and after another action that interrupts it. We use the
Present Simple for the other action.

The phone always rings when I'm having a bath.
Friends always talk to me when I'm trying to study.
Whenever | come, he is arguing with his sister.

5 Planned actions: future reference
We use the Present Continuous to refer to activities and events planned for
the future.
Bob and Bill are meeting tonight. (implies that they’ve arranged it)
It is commonly associated with future arrival and departure and occurs
with verbs like arrive, come, go, leave, etc. to describe travel
arrangements. We generally need an adverbial unless the meaning is clear

11



from the context:

We're spending next winter in Australia.

He's arriving tomorrow morning on the 13.27 train.

The adverbial and the context prevent confusion with the present
continuous to describe an action which is in progress at the time of
speaking:

Look! The train's leaving (i.e. it's actually moving).

With the verbs do, have and verbs indicating position such as stay, remain,
etc. Present Continuous can be used more widely. It can express a decision
or plan without any definite arrangement.

6 We often use Present Continuous with verbs of movement to talk
about actions which are just starting:
Get your coat on. | am taking you down to the doctor.

7 We use Present Continuous to describe a continual process:
The Earth is always moving.
The sun is ever shining.

8 Present Continuous is used with the adverbs always, constantly,
continually, all the time and forever to show irritation, annoyance,
disapproval.

He is always talking too much. (His talking too much irritates the speaker.
He could have talked less.)

Our burglar alarm is forever going off for no reason.

Sometimes it’s possible to use Present Continuous to express unexpected,
unplanned actions:

| am always meeting Mrs. Gale in the supermarket.

9 Present Continuous is used to ask people politely about their plans:
What are you doing next Saturday?

10 Present Continuous is used for “background” situations in present
tense narrative:
So, | am standing there minding my own business when the policeman
walks up to me.

Practice

Ex. 4 Explain the use of the Present Continuous in the following

12



sentences:

1. Bill, stop that disgusting game you're playing. 2. They've moved to
their London house. They are buying new furniture. 3. He paused and
looked at her. "You're shaking. Are you all right?" 4. He is always having
to check his emotions. 5. | am meeting Jason at his office on the 25th. 6.
You know that cinema audiences are declining in the United States. 7. The
rain is just beginning. 8. Sally put down the telephone. "It was Dan. He's
staying at the club tonight. He's too tired to drive home." 9. You are
always drinking tea when I come here for a snack. 10. | miss her very
much, almost every minute of the day | think of her. 11. My father is
always saying things that he shouldn't say in front of me. 12. "Don't go," he
said. "l feel faint. The room is spinning around.” 13. The aspirin isn't
working. I’m in pain. 14. Albert is doing quite nicely in the used-car
business. 15. By the way, I’m having some people over for dinner tonight.
16. We're having a boring gossip all about Peter's chances. 17. You are
looking wealthy, prosperous and fine. 18. "I've heard the whole story, all
the town is talking of it," he said.

Ex. 5 Put the verbs in brackets into the Present Continuous tense:

1. She (not work), she (swim) in the river. 2. He (teach) his boy to ride.
3. Why Ann (not wear) her new dress? 4. The airplane (fly) at 2,000
metres. 5. What Tom (do) now? He (clean) his shoes. 6. This fire (go) out.
Somebody (bring) more coal? 7. It (rain)? - Yes, it (rain) very hard. You
can't go out yet. 8. Why you (mend) that old shirt? 9. You (not tell) the
truth. - How do you know that I (not tell) the truth? 10. Who (move) the
furniture about upstairs? - It's Tom. He (paint) the front bedroom. 11. Mrs
Jones (sweep) the steps outside her house. 12. What you (read) now? |
(read) Crime and Punishment. 13. It is a lovely day. The sun (shine) and
the birds (sing). 14. Someone (knock) at the door. Shall | answer it? - |
(come) in a minute. | just (wash) my hands. 15. She always (ring) up and
(ask) questions. 16. Why you (make) a cake? Someone (come) to tea? 17.
Where is Tom? - He (lie) under the car. 18. Can | borrow your pen or you
(use) it at the moment? 19. You (do) anything this evening? - No, I'm not. -
Well, 1 (go) to the cinema. Would you like to come with me? 20. We
(have) breakfast at 8.00 tomorrow as Tom (catch) an early train. 21. Ann
usually does the shopping, but I (do) it today as she isn't well. 22. Why you
(type) so fast? You (make) a lot of mistakes. 23. Mother (rest) now. She
always rests after lunch. 24. They (dig) an enormous hole just outside my
gate. - What they (do) that for? - | don't know. Perhaps they (look) for oil.
25. What (make) that terrible noise? - It's the pneumatic drill. They (repair)
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the road. 26. The children are very quiet. Go and see what they (do). -
They (cut) up some J5 notes. 27. What you (wait) for? - | (wait) for my
change; the boy just (get) it. 28. | can't hear what you (say); the traffic
(make) too much noise. 29. She always (lose) her glasses and (ask) me to
look for them. 30. Mother: What you (look) at? Something (happen) in the
street? 31. Child: Yes. The house opposite is on fire! Come and look.
Mother: | can't. | (bath) the babies. Is the Fire Brigade here? 32. Child:
Yes. Fire engines (rush) up and the firemen (jump) out and (unroll) their
hoses. 33. Smoke (pour) from the windows! People (stop) to watch. A
policeman (try) to move them on. 34. An old man (climb) out of a first
floor window! A fireman (help) him! Two boys (slide) down a rope! 35. A
woman (wave) from the attic and a fireman (go) up a ladder to help her!
36. Now he (come) down again! He (carry) a baby! The crowd (cheer).

Ex. 6 Complete the conversation. Put in a present continuous form
of the verb:

Andrew: What ... (you / do)?

Rachel: ... (I / write) a letter to a friend. He's a disc jockey. Vicky and |
... (try) to organize a disco.

Andrew: That sounds a lot of work. How ... (you / find) time for your
studies?

Rachel: Well, as I said, Vicky ... (help) me. ... (we / get) on all right. ...
(we / not / spend) too much time on it. ... (it / not / take) me away from my
studies, don't worry about that. Oh, sorry, ... (you / wait) for this computer?

Andrew: Yes, but there's no hurry.

Rachel: ... (I / correct) the last bit of the letter. I've nearly finished.

Ex. 7 Put in the present continuous or simple of the verbs:

Mark: ... (you / look) for someone?

Alan: Yes, ... (I / need) to speak to Neil. He isn't in his office.

Mark: ... (he / talk) to the boss at the moment. ... (I / think) ... (they /
discuss) money.

Alan: Oh, right. And what about you? ... (you / look) for someone too?

Mark: Yes, Linda. ... (you / know) where she is?

Alan: Oh, she isn't here today. She only ... (work) four days a week. ...
(she / not / work) on Fridays. She'll be here on Monday.

Mark: Thank you. ... (you / know) a lot about Linda.

Alan:  Well, most days ... (I / give) her a lift, or ... (she / give) me one.
... (she / live) quite close to me. ... (it / save) petrol.

Mark: Yes, of course. Good idea. Yes, ... (I/ agree). Well, ... (I / waste)

14



my time here then. I'll get back to my computer.

Ex. 8 Complete the sentences. Put in the present continuous or
simple of the verbs:

1. (it / snow) outside. (it / come) down quite hard, look. 2. Normally (1 /
start) work at eight o'clock, but (I / start) at seven this week. We're very
busy at the moment. 3. | haven't got a car at the moment, so (I / go) to work
on the bus this week. Usually (I / drive) to work. 4. The sun (rise) in the
east, remember. It's behind us so (we / travel) west. 5. I'm afraid | have no
time to help just now (I / write) a report. But (I / promise) I'll give you
some help later. 6. (I / want) a new car (I / save) up to buy one.

Ex. 9 Complete the sentences. Use always and the present
continuous or simple:

Melanie: Tom talks too much, doesn't he?

Rita: Yes, and he's always talking about football.

Laura: You forget your keys every time.

Trevor: | try to remember them, but I always forget.

1. Claire: Sarah takes the train every day, doesn't she?

Mark: Yes, ......... the train.

2. Vicky: Rachel misses lectures much too often in my opinion.

Emma: | agree. .......... lectures.
3. Mike: Every time I drive along here, | go the wrong way.
Harriet: But it's very simple, isn't it? Why .......... the wrong way?

4. David: Trevor and Laura argue much too often, | think.
Melanie: | know ......

Unit 3 The difference between the Present Simple and the
Present Continuous

1 The Present Simple is preferred to the Present Continuous when the
action itself attracts the attention of the speaker and the idea of progress is
unimportant at the moment.

You’ve always treated me badly and now you insult me.
You leave me no choice.
| repeat she has been rude again.

2 The Present Simple is preferred to the Present Continuous when the
speaker doesn’t concentrate on the progress of the action but rather on the
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circumstances attending that action.
You speak so slowly. — The manner of the action
Why do you look at me like that? — The cause of the action

3 The Present Simple is used instead of the Present Continuous to
denote actions and states happening at the moment of speaking with
stative verbs. Stative (or state) verbs refer to states. So they have no
beginning and no end. They can’t be used in the continuous aspect.

There are several groups of stative verbs:

1 verbs denoting physical perception: to hear, to notice, to see, to
sound, to smell, to taste

2 verbs denoting emotions: to adore, to care for, to detest, to dislike,
to hate, to like, to love, to respect

3 verbs denoting wish: to desire, to want, to wish

4 verbs denoting mental processes: to admire (= to be of high
opinion), to appreciate, to assume, to believe (= to consider), to consider
(= to regard), to doubt, to expect (= to suppose), to feel (= to consider),
to forget, to imagine, to know, to mind (= to object), to perceive, to
presume, to realize, to recall, to recognize, to recollect, to regard, to
remember, to suppose, to think (= to consider), to trust, to understand

5 relational verbs: to apply, to be, to belong, to concern, to consist, to
contain, to depend, to deserve, to differ, to equal, to exist, to fit, to
have, to hold (= to contain), to include, to involve, to lack, to matter, to
measure, to need, to owe, to own, to possess, to remain, to require, to
resemble, to result, to signify, to suffice, to weigh

6 some other verbs: to agree, to allow, to appear (= to seem), to
astonish, to claim, to consent, to displease, to envy, to fail to do, to
feel, to find, to forbid, to forgive, to intend, to interest, to keep doing,
to look, to look like, to manage to do, to mean, to object, to please, to
prefer, to prevent, to promise, to puzzle, to refuse, to remind, to
satisfy, to seem, to succeed, to suit, to surprise, to tend, to value.

Compare progressive and non-progressive uses of some of the verbs
listed above
Table 3

state action
Indefinite Continuous

1 be He is noisy. He is being noisy. (behaves or
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(general
characteristic)

pretends on purpose)

2 have We have a car. We are having dinner. (no meaning
(possession) of possession)

3 feel | feel you’re wrong. | The doctor is feeling my pulse.
(consider, think) (touch)

The cloth feels soft. | | was feeling for the keyhole in the
(link verb) dark. (try to find smth by touching)
BUT! | feel better. Or | am feeling better. (both are
possible)

4 depend It depends on the | am depending on you. (rely)
weather. (to be
dependent on smth)

5 see | see what you | am seeing him tomorrow. (meet by
mean. (understand) | appointment)
| see a bird in that | We are seeing about a work permit.
tree. (sense (try to arrange)
perception) | am seeing them to the bus. (escort)

She is seeing him off .

6 hear I’m listening but | | The court is hearing evidence today.
don’t hear | am hearing all about it these days.
anything. (sense (receive news)
perception) | am hearing from him less and less.

(receive letters, phone calls)

7 smell The meat smells Why are you smelling the meat?
awful.

8 sound The music sounds | The driver is sounding the horn.
loud.

9 taste The tea tastes Why are you tasting the cake?
bitter.

10 weigh The bag weighs We are weighing the bag.
five kilos.

11 measure | The street We are measuring the street.
measures 12 km.

12 look This place looks | am looking for my key.
strange. Why are you looking at me?

Who is looking after him? Etc.
BUT! You look nice. Or You are looking nice.
13 think | think he is right. | I am thinking about the holidays.

(opinion)

(the process of thinking)
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14 consider | We consider him | We are considering your
our friend. (believe) | application. (study)

15 fit The coat fits. (to be | I am fitting the lock to the window.
the right size)

16 come | come from | am coming from Sweden. (travel)
Sweden. (live or
was born)

17 appear | She appears very | She is appearing in the film next
nervous. (seem) month.

(come before the public)

18 hold How many people | I am holding my arm straight.
does this room
hold? (contain)

19 exist These birds don’t | People are existing here only on
exist anymore. (be) | what they can find. (keep themselves

alive)

20 My roses don’t The author is comparing the

compare compare with information.
yours. (be as good
as)

21 mind Does anyone mind | Everyone is minding their own
opening the door? | business. (look after)
(object)

22 expect | | expect that he will | I am expecting my friend. (wait)
come. (think)

Practice

Ex. 10 Explain why the Present Continuous is not used in the
following sentences despite the fact that the actions in them take place
at the moment of speaking:

I. The phone's ringing. Who's it for, | wonder? 2. You talk as if your son
were a little boy. 3. Your scheme sounds full of holes to me. 4. There was a
burst of laughter and music. Rose said wistfully: "They have a good time,
don't they?" 5. The whole thing must be done right away. That leaves us
only one alternative. 6. What's this? Sam, do you hear that? 7. What's the
matter now? Why do you talk to me like that? 8. I'm sorry. | apologize. 9.
"I feel a bit shaken.” "You surprise me. I've never seen you like that." 10.
"Do you think there may be some mistake here?" "Why do you ask me?"
11. In a minute or two he began to sigh. "He sighs like a turtle,” Meg

18



thought. 12. "She has gone away." "Oh, that tells me everything."

Ex. 11 Complete the conversation. Choose the correct form of the
verb:

Emma: Hi, Matthew. What do you look/are you looking at?

Matthew: Oh, hi. These are photos of me when | was a child.

Emma: Oh, look at this one. I think/I'm thinking you look lovely,
Matthew.

Matthew: | have/I'm having some more photos here.

Emma: Look at this. Why such a big coat?

Matthew: It was my brother's. That's why it didn't fit/it wasn't fitting
properly.

Emma: Oh, | see/lI'm seeing. And you have/you're having your tea
here. And in this one you think/you're thinking about something very
serious.

Matthew: This is a photo of the village | come/I'm coming from.

Emma: Oh, that's nice.

Matthew: And | caught this fish, look. It weighed/It was weighing
about half a kilo.

Emma: What a nice little boy! And what a sentimental old thing you
are now!

Ex. 12 Put in the correct form of be:

1. The children ... very polite today. They don't usually behave so well.
2. I'm afraid Melanie can't come because she ... ill.

3. Of course you can understand it. You ... stupid, that's all.

4. We ... interested in doing a course here.

5. Vicky ... very lazy at the moment. She's done no work at all today.

Ex. 13 Use the Present Indefinite or the Present Continuous:

1. He has suffered a great deal of pain. You (not to think) he (to behave)
very well, though? 2. "I (to live) up there," she said, indicating the gates. 3.
| never (to change) my shoes even when | (to get) my feet wet. 4. "By the
way," | asked Arthur, "what Bill (to do) now?" 5. The guard stared at him.
"You (to have) a pass?" 6. "Mr Brown (to play) cards?" he asked. 7. "Luis
(to keep) something secret." "He (not to tell) you everything?" 8. They will
have to stay with us when they (to arrive) here. 9. "And what has become
of Mr Jones?" the man asked. "He (to do) well." 10. "You must forgive
me," Mr Smith said, "but | (not to touch) alcohol.” 11. It's no use
mumbling at me out of the side of your mouth, and imagining that you (to
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speak) French. 12. "Dan," she said, turning to her husband with her hand
over the mouthpiece, "why your brother (to call) so early?" 13. | (to
believe) she (to feel) foolish this morning. 14. If there is one thing | (not to
like) on a voyage it is the unexpected. Naturally | (not to talk) of the sea.
The sea (to present) no problem. 15. He will give me a welcome whenever
| (to come) here. 16. A very old woman was staring at them intently. "We
(to do) something to attract attention?" Grace asked. 17. At the further end
of the village (to stand) the medieval church. 18. "I shall go mad if this (to
go) on much longer," said Rex. 19. "Where's Mrs Hardy?" "Downstairs,
Sir. She (to greet) the guests.” 20. May | put my car away in your garage in
case anyone (to come)! 21. He gave me a smile as much as to say: "l only
(to joke)." 22. Mr Smith and | never (to travel) anywhere without a bottle
of aspirin. 23. The wheel of her bicycle was bent out of shape. "What | (to
do) now?" she asked. 24. She always (to try) to show off to her husband
that she can do without him. 25. The doctor (not to see) the patients today.
He has been called away. 26. "If you (to feel) so strongly,"” she said, "why
you (not to do) something about it?"

Ex. 14 Put the verbs in brackets into the Simple Present or the
Present Continuous tense:

1. Cuckoos (not build) nests. They (use) the nests of other birds. 2. You
can't see Tom now: he (have) a bath. 3. He usually (drink) coffee but today
he (drink) tea. 4. What she (do) in the evenings? - She usually (play) cards
or (watch) TV. 5. | won't go out now as it (rain) and | (not have) an
umbrella. 6. The last train (leave) the station at 11.30. 7. He usually (speak)
so quickly that I (not understand) him. 8. Ann (make) a dress for herself at
the moment. She (make) all her own clothes. 9. Hardly anyone (wear) a hat
nowadays. 10. I'm afraid I've broken one of your coffee cups. — Don't
worry. | (not like) that set anyway. 11. | (wear) my sunglasses today
because the sun is very strong. 12. Tom can't have the newspaper now
because his aunt (read) it. 13. I'm busy at the moment. | (redecorate) the
sitting room. 14. The kettle (boil) now. Shall 1 make the tea? 15. You
(enjoy) yourself or would you like to leave now? - | (enjoy) myself very
much. | (want) to stay to the end. 16. How you (get) to work as a rule? - |
usually (go) by bus but tomorrow I (go) in Tom's car. 17. Why you (put)
on your coat? - | (go) for a walk. You (come) with me? - Yes, I'd love to
come. You (mind) if I bring my dog? 18. How much you (owe) him? - |
(owe) him J5. - You (intend) to pay him? 19. You (belong) to your local
library? - Yes, | do. - You (read) a lot?- Yes, quite a lot. - How often you
(change) your books? - | (change) one every day. 20. Mary usually (learn)
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languages very quickly but she (not seem) able to learn modern Greek. 21.
| always (buy) lottery tickets but | never (win) anything. 22. You (like) this
necklace? | (give) it to my daughter for her birthday
tomorrow. 23. | won't tell you my secret unless you (promise) not to tell
anyone. - | (promise). 24. You always (write) with your left hand? 25. You
(love) him?- No, | (like) him very much but I (not love) him. 26. You
(dream) at night? - Yes, | always (dream) and if | (eat) too much supper |
(have) nightmares. 27. The milk (smell) sour. You (keep) milk a long
time? 28. These workmen are never satisfied; they always (complain). 29.
We (use) this room today because the window in the other room is broken.
30. He always (say) that he will mend the window but he never (do) it. 31.
You (know) why an apple (fall) down and not up? 32. You (write) to him
tonight? - Yes, I always (write) to him on his birthday. You (want) to send
any message? 33. Tom and Mr Pitt (have) a long conversation. | (wonder)
what they (talk) about. 34. You (believe) all that the newspapers say? - No,
I (not believe) any of it. - Then why you (read) newspapers? 35. This car
(make) a very strange noise. You (think) it is all right? - Oh, that noise (not
matter). It always (make) a noise like that. 36. The fire (smoke) horribly. |
can't see across the room. - | (expect) that birds (build) a nest in the
chimney. - Why you (not put) wire across the tops of your chimneys? -
Tom (do) that sometimes but it (not seem) to make any difference.

Ex. 15 Make up situations to justify the use of the Present
Indefinite and the Present Continuous in the following pairs of
sentences:

. You'd better take your coat. It's raining out there.
. 'You'd better take your coat. It rains out there.

. They dance every style.

. They are dancing every style.

"'l know I'm boring you, but don't go," he said.
. "1 know | bore you, but don't go," he said.

. | think they are both silly.

. | think they are both being silly.

. "His hands shake," said my aunt.

. "His hands are shaking," said my aunt.

. Who is sleeping in this room?

. Who sleeps in this room?

. He plays tennis.

. He is playing tennis.

. You're putting the umbrella in the wrong place.
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8. You put the umbrella in the wrong place.
9. 1 don't eat fish.
9. I'm not eating fish.

Ex. 16 Translate the following sentences into English concentrating
on the use of the Present Indefinite and the Present Continuous:

1. T'ne Ten? — B cagy. — Uto oH Tam paenaer? 2. bpar Hukorjma He
MPOCTUT MHE, €CJIM 5 MO3BOJIIO TeOe yUTU. 3. S He UMEI0 HU MaJeuIero
MpeaCcTaBiICHUs, 0 4eM Bbl roBopute. 4. Bo Bcex Homepax oTens €CTh
BaHHa. 5. OH clblIan, Kak oHa roBopuia no tenedony: «Her, y MmeHs Bce
B mnopsaake. J mpocHynmace W 3aBTpakato». 6. MHe, BO3MOXHO, CIEAyeT
npeaynpeauTs Bac. Mbl oOydaeM MNpsAMbIM METOAOM. 7. MblI roBopum
TOJIbKO Ha 3CHEPaHTO. 8. 3HAYUT JIM 3TO, 4TO 5 cTapero? 9. «A uTo noau
TOBOPAT 000 MHE 37ech?» — crpocuia oHa. 10. Ho onu Huuero emie He
caenanu. Kak Bbl pymaere, yero oHu kayT? 11. DTy Jroaud roBopsAT Ha
SI3bIKE, KOTOPOTO HHUKTO He 3Haer. 12. x ¢upma paboTaeT Haa HOBBIM
aBToMoOmiIeM. DTo Ooiplrast HOBOCTH. 13. TwlI 3Haemb, Kak OH JIIOOUT
aBTromoOunu. 14. Kcratu, uto 3nech npoucxoaut? 15. Beskuii pas, koraa
BAaM BCTPETHUTCS CJIOBO, KOTOPOE BBl HE 3HAETE, MIOCMOTPHUTE €ro B CIOBAPE.
16. «41 HE cmutrO B TOMe», — cka3ai oH. 17. JlaBaii, 1 Halbio T€OC BOABL Y
TeOs1 Bce emie apoxar pyku. 18. OH ckazan: «Mbl HUKOT/Ia HE H00epeMcs
no Jlonmona, ecimm THI Oyjenib BECTH MAIIMHY TaK HEOCTOPOXKHOY». 19.
«Y IUBUTENIBHO, — CKa3all s, — KakK JIETKO OH 3aBoAuT Apy3ei». 20. «A
yto AenaeT MaTth Conau B Anonuun?» 21. Tel nomuumsb JDxeiimca? OH
Tenepb padoOTaeT Ha HOBBIX U3J]aTENIEH, U JIeJia Y HEro UAYT Heroxo. 22. A
OYCHb 3aHAT HOBOMW IIIKOJIOW, KOTOPYH0 MbI cTpouM. 23. CoMm, Oeru wu
nourpai B mapke. TBOM oTel] HE 0YEHb XOpoIlIo ceOst uyBCTBYET. 24. S He
3Hal0, MOYeMy S IUIavy.

Ex. 17 Compare and choose the proper form:
1. She speaks/is speaking five languages.

2. Look at that man. He wears/is wearing such a funny hat.

3. Don't take that book back to the library. | am reading/ read it.
4. They have/are having two daughters and two sons.
5
6
7
8

Do you understand/are you understanding Spanish?
We think/are thinking opera is boring.
Be quiet! | am watching/watch my favorite program.
We don't enjoy/aren't enjoying this party at all. The music is too
loud. But we are enjoying/enjoy going to big parties.
9. Alec and Mary are Scottish. They come/are coming from Glasgow.
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They'll be here very soon. They come/are coming by car.

10. Lisa can't answer the phone. She has/is having a bath.

11. Every hour the Planet Earth travels/is travelling 66,620 miles
around the Sun.

12. Where is Jane? She listens/is listening to a French son» but she
doesn't understand what it is meaning/means.

13. See you in the morning. | leave/I'm leaving now.

14. | can't stand horror films. | think/am thinking they are really silly.

15. Excuse me, does this bus stop/is this bus stopping outside the Post
Office?

16. What do you do/are you doing? - | work in the travel agency.

Ex. 18 Put the verbs in brackets into the Simple Present or the
Present Continuous tense:

1. What Tom (think) of the Budget? - He (think) it most unfair. - |
(agree) with him. 2. What this one (cost)?- It (cost) forty pence. 3. You
(hear) the wind? It (blow) very strongly tonight. 4. You (see) my car keys
anywhere? - No, | (look) for them but I (not see) them. 5 He never (listen)
to what you say. He always (think) about something else. 6 This book is
about a man who (desert) his family and (go) to live on a Pacific island. 7
You (understand) what the lecturer is saying? - No, | (not understand) him
at all. 8 What you (have) for breakfast usually? - | usually (eat) a carrot and
(drink) a glass of cold water. 9 When the curtain (rise) we (see) a group of
workers. They (picket) factory gate. 10 Why you (walk) so fast today? You
usually (walk) quite slowly. - I (hurry) because | (meet) my mother at 4
o'clock and she (not like) to be kept waiting. 11 | (wish) that dog would lie
down. He (keep) jumping up on my lap. - | (think) he (want) to go for a
walk. 12 You (recognize) that man? - | (think) that I have seen him before
but | (not remember) his name. 13 Look at that crowd. | (wonder) what
they (wait) for. 14 This message has just arrived and the man (wait) in case
you (want) to send a reply. 15 Stop! You (not see) the notice? - | (see) it
but | can't read it because | (not wear) my glasses. What it (say)? - It (say)
‘These premises are patrolled by guard dogs'. 16 She always (borrow) from
me and she never (remember) to pay me back. 17 You (need) another
blanket or you (feel) warm enough? 18 It (save) time if you (take) the path
through the wood? - No, it (not matter) which path you take. 19 | (save) up
because | (go) abroad in July. 20 | (think) it is a pity you don't take more
exercise. You (get) fat. 21 The plane that you (look) at now just (take) off
for Paris. 22 Tom never (do) any work in the garden; he always (work) on
his car. 23 What he (do) to his car now? - | (think) he (polish) it. 24 That
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film (come) to the local cinema next week. You (want) to see it? 25 How
Peter (get) on at school? - Very well. He (seem) to like the life. 26 Why
Mrs Pitt (look) so angry? - Mr Pitt (smoke) a cigarette and (drop) the ash
on the carpet. 27 This is our itinerary. We (leave) home on the 8th, (arrive)
in Paris on the 9th, (spend) the day in Paris, and (set) out that night for
Venice. - That (sound) most interesting. You must tell me all about it when
you (get) back. 28 This story is about a boy who (make) friends with a
snake which he (find) in his garden. Then he (go) away but he (not forget)
the snake and some years later he (return) and (look) for it. 29 He (find) the
snake who (recognize) its old friend and (coil) round him affectionately.
But, unfortunately, the snake is by now a full-grown boa-constrictor and its
embrace (kill) the poor boy. 30 The snake (feel) sorry about this?- | (not
know). The story (end) there. 31 How you (end) a letter that (begin), 'Dear
Sir'? - 1 always (put), "Yours truly', but Tom (prefer) "Yours faithfully'. 32
What the word ‘catastrophe’ (mean)? - It (mean) 'disaster’. 33 What you
(wait) for?- | (wait) for the shop to open. - But it (not open) till 9.00. - |
(know) but I (want) to be early, as their sale (start) today. 34 Why you
(smoke) a cigar, Mrs Pitt? You (not smoke) cigars as a rule. - | (smoke) it
because | (want) the ash. This book (say) that cigar ash mixed with oil
(remove) heat stains from wood. 35 Who (own) this umbrella? - I (not
know). Everybody (use) it but nobody (know) who (own) it. 36 You
(mind) if 1 (ask) you a question? - That (depend) on the question. - It
(concern) your brother. - I (refuse) to answer any question about my
brother.

Ex. 19 Put the verbs in brackets into the correct present tense:

1 Ann sees Paul putting-on his coat and says: Where you (go), Paul?
Paul: I (go) to buy some cigarettes. You (want) an evening paper? 2 Ann:
No, thanks. You are always buying cigarettes, Paul. How many you
(smoke) a day? Paul: I (not smoke) very many—perhaps 20. Jack (smoke)
far more than | (do). He (spend) £10 a week on cigarettes. 3 Mary (see)
Peter standing at the bus stop. Mary: Hello, Peter. What bus you (wait)
for?Peter: Hello, Mary. | (wait) for a9 or a 14. 4 Mary: You usually (go) to
work by car, don't you? Peter: Yes, but the car (belong) to my mother and
she sometimes (want) it. She (use) it today to take Tom to the dentist. 5
Mary: | usually (go) by car too. Jack (take) me because he (pass) my office
on his way to the factory. But this week he (work) in a factory in the
opposite direction: so | (queue) like you. 6 Peter: Here's a 9 now. You
(come) on it or you (wait) for a 14? Mary: | (think) I'll take the 9. If |
(wait) for a 14 | may be late, and if you (be) late at my office everyone
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(look) at you. 7 Mary and Ann (wait) outside a telephone box. Inside the
box a boy (dial) a number. Mary: You (know) that boy? Ann: Yes, he's a
friend of my brother's. He (phone) his girl friend every day from this box. 8
Mary: Where he (come) from? Ann: He (come) from Japan. He's a very
clever boy; he (speak) four languages. 9 Mary: | (wonder) what he (speak)
now. Ann: Well, his girl friend (come) from Japan too; so | (suppose) he
(speak) Japanese. 10 It is 8.30. Tom and Ann (have) breakfast. They both
(open) their letters. Tom: No one ever (write) to me. All I (get) is bills!
You (have) anything interesting? 11 Ann: I've got a letter from Hugh. He
(say) he (come) to London next week and (want) us to meet him for lunch.
12 Peter: You (have) traffic wardens in your country? Pedro: No, | (not
think) so. You (not see) them in my town anyway. What exactly a traffic
warden (do)? 13 Peter: He (walk) up and down the street and if a car (stay)
too long; at a parking place or (park) in a no-parking area he (stick) a
parking ticket to the windscreen. 14 Look! He (put) a ticket on Tom's car.
Tom will be furious when he (see) it. He (hate) getting parking tickets. 15
Customer: I (want) to buy a fur coat. Have you any nice coats for about
£500? Assistant: I'm afraid we just (close), madam. It's 4.55, and we
always (close) at 5.00 sharp on Fridays as Mr Jones the manager (not want)
to miss his favourite television programme. 16 It is Friday evening and the
Brown family are at home. Mrs Brown (listen) to a concert on the radio;
Mr Brown (read) a paper, George Brown (do) his homework and Ann
Brown (write) a letter. 17 Mr Brown always (read) his newspapers in the
evenings. Mrs Brown sometimes (knit) but she (not knit) tonight. 18 Mr
Black often (go) to the theatre but his wife (not go) very often.
He (like) all sorts of plays. She (prefer) comedies. 19 Tonight they (watch)
a very modern comedy. They (enjoy) it, but they (not understand) some of
the jokes. 20 What (happen) in your class? The teacher (give) lectures
every day? - No. He (give) one lecture a week, and on the other days he
(show) films or (discuss) books with us. 21 A bus conductor (get) more
exercise than a bus driver. The driver just (sit) in his cab but the conductor
(stand) and (walk) about and (run) up and down the stairs. 22 Why that
man (stand) in the middle of the road? - He (try) to get across. He (wait)
for a gap in the traffic. - Why he (not use) the subway? - Lots of people
(not bother) to use the subway. They (prefer) to risk their lives crossing
here. 23 You (wear) a new coat, aren't you? - Yes. You (like) it? - The
colour (suit) you but it (not fit) you very well. It's much too big. 24 All the
guides here (speak) at least three foreign languages, because a lot of
foreign visitors (come) every summer. 25 Paul (take) a party of French
tourists round now and tomorrow an American party (come). 26
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Englishmen very seldom (talk) on the Underground. They (prefer) to read
their newspapers. - Those two men in the corner (talk). - But they (not talk)
English. 27 Jones and Co. (have) a sale at the moment. Shall we look in on
our way home? - I'd love to but I'm afraid | won't have time. | (meet) Tom
at 5.30. - You (go) out with Tom often? 28 | usually (go) by train, but this
weekend | (go) by bus. It (take) longer but it (cost) less. 29 Ann (on
telephone): You (do) anything at the moment, Sally? Sally: Yes. | (pack); |
(catch) a plane to New York in three hours' time. Ann: Lucky girl! How
long you (stay) in New York? 30 Peter: You (go) out tonight, Paul? Paul:
No, | (stay) at home. The neighbours (come) in to watch TV. Peter: You
(invite) the neighbours often? Paul: No, but they (invite) themselves
whenever there is a good programme. 31 Jack: | just (go) out to get an
evening paper. Ann: But it (pour)! Why you (not wait) till the rain (stop)?
(I advise you to wait.) 32 Lucy: Tom (get) up very early but he (wash) and
(shave) and (get) his breakfast so quietly that I (not hear) a thing. But |
(hear) him driving away from the house because his car (make) a lot of
noise. 33 Alice: My brother (get) up very early too. But he (make) such a
lot of noise that he (wake) everybody up. He (sing) in his bath and (bang)
doors and (drop) things in the kitchen and (play) the radio very loudly. 34
Lucy: Why you (not ask) him to be a bit quieter? Alice: | (mention) it
every night but it (not do) any good. He (say) that he (not make) a sound,
and | (think) he really (believe) it. 35 Tom: You (see) that man at the
corner? He (keep) stopping people and asking them questions. You (think)
he (ask) for directions? Jack: No, | (expect) he (make) a survey. Tom: How
you (make) a survey? Jack: You (stop) people and (ask) them questions
and (write) the answers on a report sheet. 36 In most countries a child
(start) school at six and (stay) for about five years in a primary school.
Then he (move) to a secondary school. At 17 or 18 he (take) an exam; if he
(do) well in this exam he can go on to a university if he (wish).

Ex. 20 Complete the conversations. Put in the correct form of each
verb. Use the present continuous or the present simple:

1. A: ... (I / think) of buying a new computer.

B: But computers ... (cost) so much money. What's wrong with the one
we've got?

A: ... (it / get) out of date now.

2. A: Your new trousers ... (look) nice.

B: Thank you. The trouble is ... (they / not / fit) properly. ... (1 / not /
know) why | bought them, really.

3. A: What... (you/do)?
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B: ... (I / weigh) this letter ... (I / need) to know how many stamps to put
on it.

4. A: ... (I /think) this road is really dangerous. Look how fast that lorry

B: ... (I/ agree). People shouldn't go so fast.

5. A: ... (I / like) musicals. And this is a great show, isn't it? ... (you /
enjoy) it?

B: Yes, lam. ... (I/love) every minute of it.

6. A: ... (I /always / fall) asleep. | just can't keep awake.

B: What time ... (you / go) to bed?

A: About ten o'clock usually. But ... (it / not / make) any difference.

7. A: Could you post the goods to me, please?

B: Yes, certainly.

A: ... (I / live) at a guest house at the moment as ... (I / look) for a flat.
So could you send it to my work address?

B: Yes, of course. And you'll have the goods by the end of the week, ...
(I / promise).

8. A: Why ... (you / want) to change the whole plan?

B: I'mjust not happy with it.

A: And ... (I / not / understand) why ... (you / be) so difficult about it.

Ex. 21 Put the verbs in brackets into the Simple Present or the
Present Continuous tense:

1 Mrs Jones: My daughter never (write) to me so | never (know) what
she (do). Your son (write) to you, Mrs Smith? Mrs Smith: Yes, | (hear)
from him every week. He (seem) to like writing letters. 2 These apples
(cost) 40p a bag. You (think) that is expensive? - It (depend) on the size of
the bag. 3 | (see) my solicitor tomorrow (/ have arranged this)', | (change)
my will. - You always (change) your will. Why you (not leave) it alone? 4
You (look) very thoughtful. What you (think) about? - | (think) about my
retirement. - But you're only 25. You only just (start) your career. - |
(know); but I (read) an article which (say) that a sensible man (start)
thinking about retirement at 25. 5 My next door neighbour always (knock)
on my door and (ask) me lend her 10p pieces. - What she (do) with them? -
She (put) them in her gas meter. | really (not mind) lending her a few 10p
pieces but what (annoy) me is that she (know) how many she (need) each
week but never (take) the trouble to bring the right number home. - 6 What
she (do) if she (run out) of them when you are away? - Oh, she (borrow)
from her other neighbour, Mr White; but this (take) longer because he
always (want) her to stay and chat and she (find) quite hard to get away
from him. - 7 How much she (owe) you now? - | (not know); | (not keep)
an account. Anyway she (leave) next week; she (get)  married. I (try) to
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think of a suitable wedding present. 8 Why you (not offer) to cancel her
debt? - That (sound) rather a mean sort of present. Anyway she probably
(not realize) that she (owe) me money. - 9 My brother (say) that people
who (owe) him money always (seem) forget about it, but people he (owe)
money to always (remember) exactly. 10 I (not think) your brother (enjoy)
the party. He (keep) looking at his watch. - Oh, I'm sure he (enjoy) it. He
always (enjoy) your parties. But | (know) he (want) to be home early
tonight because he (expect) an important telephone call. 11 Jack: How
much longer you (stay) in England? Paul: Only one more day. | (leave)
tomorrow night. I (go) to Holland for two weeks. 12 Jack: And you (come)
back to England after that or you (go) home? Paul: It (depend) on my
father. But if he (agree) to let me go on studying here, I'll certainly come
back. And I (expect) he will agree. 13 Paul: By the way, Jack, Ann (see)
me off at Victoria tomorrow. Why you (not come) too? You could have
coffee with her afterwards. (Paul is advising/inviting Jack to come and see
him off.) 14 You (see) that man at the corner of the street? He is a private
detective. He (watch) No. 24. - How you (know) he (watch) No. 247 -
Because whenever anyone (come) out of, or (go) into, the house he (make)
a note in his little book. 15 What all those people (do) in the middle of the
street? And why they (wear) such extraordinary clothes? - They (make) a
film. Most of the crowd are local people who (work) as extras. - 16 It
(sound) great fun. You (think) I could get a job as a film extra? - | (not
know) but | (see) Ann over there; when they (finish) this scene I'll ask her
if they still (take) on extras. - 17 Ann (act) in the film? - She has a small
part. She (not act) very well. | (imagine) she got the part because she
(know) the director. 18 My brother (live) next door and his two children
(come) and (see) me every day. The boy (not bother) to knock at the door;
he just (climb) in through the window; but the girl always (knock). 19
Tom: We (move) into our new house tomorrow. Bill: But why you (leave)
your present house? It (suit) you all. Tom: Yes, | (know) it (do); but the
Council (pull down) all the houses on this side. They (widen) the road.
They (say) it's a bottleneck. 20 If you (ask) a friend if she (like) your new
dress she usually (say) 'Yes'; so you (not know) whether she really (think)
it (suit) you or whether she merely (be) polite. 21 If you (want) a candid
opinion you'd better ask my sister. She never (tell) white lies; she always
(say) exactly what she (think). 22 Your sister's frankness (annoy) people? -
Yes, it (do). The average person (not want) a truthful answer; he (want)
you to say something agreeable. 23 | (hear) that you have bought a new
house. - Yes, but I (not live) in it yet. They still (work) on it, and the work
(take) longer than | expected. - 24 | (think) repair jobs always (take) longer
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than one (expect). What they (do) now? - They (put) in new electric points.
They (seem) competent electricians but they (smoke) at their work and this
(slow) them down. 25 They always (hammer) next door. - Yes, that house
(keep) changing hands and the new owner always (begin) by putting in a
new fireplace, and their fireplace is just on the other side of this wall so we
(hear) everything. The wall (shake), too. 26 Ann (stir) something in a
saucepan and Mary (stand) beside her holding a cookery  book. Mary: It
(say) 'simmer’, and you (boil) it, Ann. Ann: I (not think) it (matter) if you
(cook) it quickly; but I (not know) why it (not get) thick. It usually
(thicken) at once. 27 The hall (be) painted at the moment, so it (not look)
its best. - But where are the painters? They (stop) work at 3.00? - No, they
are in the kitchen. They (have) a tea break. 28 What the word
'Establishment’ (mean)? My dictionary (not give) an explanation. - It
roughly (mean) the government and people who (have) power and
authority. 29 If we (say) that Mr Brown (belong) to the Establishment we
also (imply) that he (accept) the existing system. He (not try) to overthrow
it. - 30 All rich men (belong) to the Establishment? - Middle-aged rich men
probably (do) but rich young men like pop singers always (jeer) at the
Establishment. The word (be used) chiefly in a pejorative sense. 31 The
house opposite the college (be pulled) down. That's why we (use) the back
entrance at present. If you (go) out by the front door you (get) covered with
dust. 32 Tom: I (smell) something burning! Jack: So (do) 1. I (think) it
(come) from the kitchen. Ann probably (iron). She usually (iron) and
(watch) TV at the same time and if she (get) very interested in a
programme she (forget) that she (press) a hot iron on to somebody's shirt.
Mother (think) of selling the TV set. 33 Mrs Jones: What you (look) for,
Tom? Mr Jones: | (look) for the garage key. | always (look) for the garage
key, because nobody ever (put) it back on its hook.
Mrs Jones: | always (put) it back on its hook. Why you (not try) your
pockets? (I advise you to try your pockets). 34 Imagine that you (travel)
by train, in a crowded compartment. One of the passengers (read) a
newspaper; another (do) a crossword puzzle; another (look out) of the
window. Suddenly the train (stop) with a jerk and your suitcase (fall) off
the rack on to somebody's toes. 35 This is a story about an invalid who
(spend) most of the day in bed. He has a powerful telescope and he
(amuse) himself by watching the activities of the people in the opposite
houses. One day when he (watch) No. 24 he (see) a murder being
committed. 36 The cashier used to do the accounts and I used to check his
figures now the computer (do) it all. - And who (check) the computer? -
No one. The computer (not need) a second opinion. - And what (happen) if
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the computer (make) a mistake? - The computer never (make) a mistake.

Ex. 22 Translate the following sentences into English concentrating
on the choice between the Present Indefinite and the Present
Continuous to express actions taking place at the moment of speaking:

1. «310 Mos ommbOKka. S mpuHOITY CBOU M3BMHEHHUS», — CKa3al OH. 2.
«I'ne neriteHaHT?» — «OH TaMm BOH JIGKHUT U HAOJIOJACT 3a BPAKECKUM
narpysiem». 3. S Bce eme He moHumaro Bac. 4. Ha mepekpectke crapuk
CKazaJl TOPOIUIUBO: «3/1eCh sl paccTaroch ¢ ToOOH. S uay k gouepum». 5. 5
roBOpPIO T€OE ITO B Ka4ecTBE npenymnpexaeHus, Mwuin. 6. OH 3HaeT, 4To
MbI yXoauM? 7. «Bbl 4TO, XOTUTE MHE CKa3aTb, UYTO MOW OTEI JIKET?» —
«O HeT, HeT, MOJIOION YENIOBEK, BbI IIpEyBeInYrUBacTe». 8. YTO Thl MMeeHb
B Buay, Cam? Tol roBopuib 3aragkamu. 9. He rpyOu. Tebe 310 He uuer.
10. «Heyxenu Tbl HE BUAUIIb, 4TO A ycTan? Bce, 4To MHE ceiiuac HYXHO,
— 9T0 curapeta u BaHHay. 11. «Kak Tbl cedst yyBcTByelb? [louemy Tbl He
emtb cyn?» — «S He xouy». 12. «Ilosb rae-to 3aecs?» — «OH npyuHUMAET
BaHHY». 13. «[louemy Thl Takol pazApakKUTENbHBIN?» — «S1 HE pa3apaxku-
TENbHBINY. — «Torma He kpuuny». — «S1 He Kpuuy».

Ex. 23 Use the Present Indefinite or the Present Continuous of the
verbs in brackets:

I. I'm about to move to London and | (to try) to decide which books and
records to take along. 2. "You're young," he said. "Young people (to do) a
lot of foolish things." 3. Why you (to wear) an engagement ring? You are
not engaged. 4. It was a shock to her, but she is the kind that (not to break)
down. 5. One shouldn't drink when one (to drive). 6. She always (to try) a
little too hard to make people like her. 7. "What he (to do) there?" "He (to
write) a book, | believe." 8. He (to know) a lot of languages. 9. What you
(to do) when you are by yourself? 10. "Ellen (to wait) for you." "Yes, |
know." 11. Write him a note and see it (to be) delivered. 12. Why you (not
to try) to rest now, Sam? Try and sleep. 13. I'm sorry you (not to feel) well,
dear. 14. "l (to start) work next week." "And we all (to look) forward very
much to having you in the office. You (to join) us at an interesting time."
15. "Ray, come here a minute, will you?" "Oh, what you (to want)? Can't
you see | (to watch) the telly?" 16. She asked George who hadn't moved,
"Well, what you (to stand) there for? What you (to think) about?" 17. What
sort of parts you (to play) on the stage? 18. *What you (to do) tonight?" "I
don't know yet. | (to get) rather used to being at home every night." 19. Jill
(to be) rude to me. Why you (not to stop) her? 20. "You ever (to play)
cards?" he asked. 21. "What we (to do) now?" "When it (to be) light we'll
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go back to the car." 22. For goodness' sake see that these new boys (to get)
their hair cut properly. 23. She (to suffer) from a very unusual form of
kidney disease. 24. | (not to go) home for lunch on Mondays. Mother (to
get) up early on Mondays and (to do) her washing. 25. When she looked at
him he was no longer smiling and lost in thought again. "How quickly your
mood (to change)!" she exclaimed. 25. "Come to my room this minute," he
said. "You (to hear) me? Please, hurry, | (to wait) for you." 26. "Of course
| (to joke)," he said in confusion. 27. "How's Jon?" "He (to grow) peaches
in North Carolina." 28. "Mr Desert in?" "No, Sir. Mr. Desert has just
started for the East. His ship (to sail) tomorrow." "Oh," said Michael
blankly: "Where from?" "Plymouth, Sir. His train (to leave) Paddington at
midnight. You may catch him yet." 29. You (to look) hot. Haven't you
something cooler to wear? 30. Sometimes | (to think) about what you and |
(to do) here, and whether any of it is really worth it. 31. "Yes, how time (to
fly)" observed Lily. 32. "You must let me out here. Now | can easily walk
to the railway station.” "What train you (to take)!" "The next to Montreal."
"Then you (to leave) Canada.” "Yes." "Just a holiday?" "No. I (to return) to
England." 33. "The note (to say) that you are to blame." "She (to lie)"
"Who (to lie)?" "The teacher." 34. Well, the easiest way to make sure that |
(not to say) the wrong thing is not to bring your friends here. 35. Philip
looked down at his son. "You are a little beggar,” he said. "You always (to
want) something." 36. "Sh ... sh!" she warned. "You (to become)
conspicuous." 37. He certainly wants to see you. It's the last chance
because his regiment (to leave) the country early next week. 38. | (to see)
him tomorrow. 39. I'll see to it that he (to take) his sister with him. 40. The
boy appeared with a railway time-table in his hand. "The next train (to
leave) in twenty minutes."

Ex. 24 Translate the sentences using the Present Indefinite or the
Present Continuous:

1. Hoxnap Bce emie uaer. Sl BUXKY JI0KJIEBbIE KaIUIM Ha CTEKie. 2. OTH
JIOAM TaK MPUCTAIIBHO CMOTPAT Ha Bac. Brl 3Haete ux? 3. Kak Ha3bIBaeTcs
KYpHAJI, KOTOPBIM BbI IpocmarpuBaere? 4. UTo BBl CTOUTE B IBEPSIX?
[IpoxoauTe, MBI Kak pa3 mbeM 4dail. 5. Mel ipubnuxaemMcs K Mopro. 6. Uto
Thl caymaemsb? — S cioymaro koHuept u3 Komonnoro 3ama. 7. OT1OT
YEJIOBEK OYEHb XOPOIIO TOBOPUT MO-AaHTJIMHUCKH, HO MHE TPYJTHO IIOHUMATh
€ro, Tak Kak OH TOBOPUT OYEHb OBICTPO, a i 3HAIO SI3BIK HEJAOCTATOYHO
xopomio. 8. Monooi pabouunid, ¢ KOTOPBIM pPa3rOBAPUBAET KYPHAJUCT,
pabotaer Ha 12 crankax. Celyac OH, OYEBHJHO, PACCKa3bIBa€T O CBOMX
MeTomax. 9. S He m00MI0 TakKuX drofeH, kak oH. OH Bcerjga Me4yTaceT, HO
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HUYEro He JeNaeT, 4ToObl ocymecTBUTh cBoM MeuThl. 10. Ilo3BoHu Ha
BOK3aJI ¥ y3Hai, Korja npuxoaut noe3a u3 Mockssl. 11. JloctanbTe OuieT.
Kontponep mposepsier Ounetsl. 12. He meBenuch, dororpad yxe Teds
cauMaet. 13. Bel ommbnuck. Bel mepenaeTe MHE ropuwily, a He niepell. 14.
Omna Bcerja *ajyercst Ha CBOEro CblHa, Korja Obl g ee He BcrpeTui. 15. He
BXOAUTE B KOMHATY. OH NMPOSBISAET MJICHKH.

Unit 4 The Past Indefinite (Simple) Tense
Formation

The Simple Past tense in regular verbs is formed by adding the suffix —
ed or by using the simple past form of an irregular verb. The same form is
used for all persons.

Infinitive: to work  Simple past: worked
to go went

The negative of regular and irregular verbs is formed with did not
(didn't) and the infinitive:
| did not/didn 't work
you did not/didn't work

The interrogative of regular and irregular verbs is formed with did +
subject + infinitive:

did I work?  did you work?

Spelling rules

1 Verbs ending in -e add -d: phone/phoned, smile/smiled. This rule
applies equally to agree, die, lie, age, free, knee, referee, tiptoe

2 Verbs not ending in -e add -ed: ask/asked, clean/cleaned,
follow/followed, video/videoed

3 Verbs spelt with a single vowel letter followed by a single consonant
letter double the consonant: beg/begged, rub/rubbed, stop/stopped

4 In two-syllable verbs the final consonant is doubled when the last
syllable contains a single vowel letter followed by a single consonant
letter and is stressed: pre'fer/preferred, re'fer/referred, occur/occurred
Compare: 'benefit/benefited, ‘differ/differed and 'profit/profited

5 Verbs ending in -y following a consonant change the y into i before
adding ed:
carry/ carried, try/ tried. But y following a vowel does not change: obey/
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obeyed.

6 In British English when a two syllable verb ends in a single vowel
letter followed by a single —I, the —I is doubled before —ed even if there is
no stress on the last syllable: travel/travelled, quarrel/quarrelled. A few
other verbs have their final consonant letter  doubled:
program/programmed, worship/worshipped, kidnap/kidnapped.

BUT! American English: travel/traveled, worship/worshiped

Main uses

1 For a past action when the time is given. The past reference can be
shown by various adverbs of time such as: yesterday, the day before
yesterday, last (that) Saturday, last (that) week/month/year, an
hour/minute/second ago, in 1790, at one time, once, recently, the other
day, just now.
| met him yesterday. Pasteur died in 1895.

2 When the time is asked about:
When did you meet him?

3 When the action clearly took place at a definite time even though this
time is not mentioned. There may be the indication of the definite place
where an action happened:
| met him at_the meeting. Who did you see in the hospital?

The train was ten minutes late. How did you get your present job? | bought
this car in Montreal.

4 Sometimes the time becomes definite as a result of a question and
answer in the present perfect:
Where have you been? - I've been to the opera. - Did you enjoy it?

5 The simple past tense is used for an action whose time is not given but
which (a) occupied a period of time now terminated, or (b) occurred at a
moment in a period of time now terminated.

He worked in that bank for four years. (but he does not work there now)
She lived in Rome for a long time. (but she is not living there now)

My grandmother once saw Queen Victoria.

Did you ever hear Maria Callas sing?

6 The simple past tense is also used for a past habit:
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He always carried an umbrella. They never drank wine.

There are more ways of expressing habitual actions in the past:

6A by means of the form used to + infinitive to express a past habit or
a past situation which contrasts with the present. It can be found with
expressions like: but...now, but not any more, but not any longer. In
Russian it’s rendered by “npexne, panbiue, ObiBao”.
Some years ago he used to call me every day, he never does it now.
Used to + infinitive can also refer to past states:
He used to be very polite.
I The negative formis | didn’t use to ...

6B by means of would+ infinitive to express will, insistence. It is used
to describe repeated actions, not states. When we use this construction we
need to mention a specific time or a set of occasions. In Russian it’s
rendered by “ObiBasio”.
This used to be my mother’s room, and | would sit here for hours.
Whenever we went to the country we would play in the garden.

7 The simple past is used for a succession of past actions:
| entered the room, looked around and noticed a letter on the table.

8 The simple past may be used to express a future action viewed from
the past:
She noticed she would do it if nothing unexpected happened.

Practice

Ex. 25 Explain the use of the Past Indefinite in the following
sentences:

1. Then a bomb hit close by. He felt himself being lifted. Then he was
out. Later, he opened his eyes. He began to hurt and he didn't think about
anything for a long time. 2. At home we heated soup. 3. A netting wire
fence ran all around the house to keep out rabbits and deer. 4. My aunt
looked after my father and they lived in our old house. 5. "Wow!" he said
to the wide straw hat | wore. 6. He always smiled at children and gave
them sweets. 7. He moved across the lawn to the house and I followed him.
The moonlight fell in streaks through the leaves. 8. "Did you hear about the
party?" "It was a complete failure?" 9. You heard what he said. 10. She
knew her brother at the University where he lectured on physics. 11. That
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evening she had a date with a man who sold cosmetics. 12. He sat down
and silently took one of the cigarettes from the desk.13. In Port-au-Prince
nobody walked at night. 14. The office smelt like a stage dressing-room.
15. He collected books on Carribean flora. 16. He added after a pause, "I
saw you talking to the captain just now." 17. He did his best to look after
her; he took her out on long slow strolls; he saw that she went to bed early.
18. He decided that he would make sure that their promise came true. 20. |
wonder what happened to him in India.

Ex. 26 Complete the newspaper story about a fire. Put in the
past simple forms of the verbs:

Two people ... (die) in a fire in Ellis Street, Oldport yesterday
morning. They ... (be) Herbert and Molly Paynter, a couple in their
seventies. The fire ... (start) at 3.20 am. A neighbour, Mr Aziz, ... (see)
the flames and ... (call) the fire brigade. He also ... (try) to get into the
house and rescue his neighbours, but the heat ... (be) too great. The
fire brigade ... (arrive) in five minutes. Twenty fire-fighters ... (fight) the
fire and finally ... (bring) it under control. Two fire-fighters ... (enter)
the burning building but ... (find) the couple dead.

Ex. 27 Complete the conversation. Put in the past simple
negatives and questions:

Claire: ... (you/ have) a nice weekend in Paris?

Mark: Yes, thanks. It was good. We looked around and then we saw
a show. ... (we / not / try) to do too much.

Claire: What sights ... (you / see)?

Mark:  We had a look round the Louvre. ... (I / not / know) there
was so much in there.

Claire: And what show ... (you / go) to?

Mark: Oh, a musical. | forget the name. ... (I / not / like) it.

Claire: Oh, dear. And ... (Sarah / enjoy) it?

Mark: No, not really. But we enjoyed the weekend. Sarah did some
shopping, too, but ... (I / not / want) to go shopping.

Ex. 28 Translate the sentences using the Present Indefinite or the
Past Indefinite:

1. S ouenp OnaromapeH Bam 3a TO, UTO BUEpa MPH BCTPEUEC HATTOMHUIIN
eMy 00 9ToM. 2. OH yabIOHYJICS, KOTJa YBHJIEJ CBOETO MPHUATENSI B OKHE
BaroHa. 3. JXamb, 4YTO BBl HE XOTUTE BOCIIOJIL30BAaThCI TaKOU
BO3MOXXHOCTEIO0. 4. [Ilodep ocTaHOBUI MAaIIMHY W CKa3aj, YTO MOTOP HE B
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MOPSJIKE U HAJAO €ro MPOBEPUTh. 5. DTOM KHHUIU YKE HET B MPOAAKE.
Kamp, yro 1 He Kynun ee Ha npouutod Hexpene. 6. Kaxercs, oH
MHTEpECyeTcs xuMuen. — Jla, OH yBIIeKalcs €1 emle B mkomue. 7. A maxe
emie cerlyac cepkKychb Ha Bac 3a TO, YTO BBl ObLIM TaK HEBHUMATEJIbHBI
Buepa. 8. Hama Oubnnoreka cHaOXaeT CTYJIEHTOB BCEMHU HYXHBIMH UM
kHUramMu. 9. OH ObLT HACTOJILKO CAaMOYBEPEH, UTO CUUTAJI, YTO K HEMY 3THU
npaBuia He oTHOcsATcA. 10. Ilo ero ynbiOKe s MOHSAJ, YTO €My HPUSITHO
YCIIBIIIATh 3TH HOBOCTH.

Unit 5 The Past Continuous (Progressive) Tense
Formation

The past continuous tense is formed with the past tense of the auxiliary
verb be + the present participle (the infinitive + ing).

Table 4
Affirmative Negative Interrogative
| was working | was not working was | working?
you were working you were not working were you working?
he/she/it was working  he/she/it was not working was he/she/it
working?
we were working we were not working were we working?
you were working you were not working were you working?
they were working they were not working were they working?
Main uses

1 to express an action which was in progress at a given moment in the
past.
At eight he was having breakfast.
What were you doing at this time yesterday?

2 to express the activity which was in progress during a period of time
in the past.
| was painting all day yesterday.
They were quarrelling the whole time they were together.
Often we don’t know whether the action was completed or not:
She was writing her essay last night.
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3 The past continuous is often used to refer to a temporary situation.
He was working at home at the time.
Bill was using my office until | came back from America.

4 Parallel actions. We can emphasize the fact that two or more actions
were in progress at the same time by using while or at the time (that):
While | was working in the garden, my wife was cooking dinner.

5 The past progressive and the simple past are often used together in a
sentence. The past progressive describes a situation or action in progress in
the past, and the simple past describes a shorter action or event. The action
or situation in progress is often introduced by conjunctions like when, as,
just as, while:

Just as | was leaving the house the phone rang.
Jane met Frank Sinatra when she was living in Hollywood.

Or the shorter action can be introduced by when:

We were having supper when the phone rang.

We can often use the simple past to describe the action in progress, but
the progressive puts more emphasis on the duration of the action, as in the
second of these two examples:

While | fumbled for some money, my friend paid the fares.
While | was fumbling for some money, my friend paid the fares.

In the same way, still can emphasize duration:

Jim was talking to his girlfriend on the phone when | came in and was still
talking to her when | went out an hour later.

6 Developing or changing situations in the past:
It was getting darker. ~ The wind was rising.
The unemployment rate was increasing.

7 Repeated actions — criticism. (This use is similar to that of the
present progressive).
When he worked here, Roger was always making mistakes.
He was always ringing me up.
She was noisy and brash and constantly trying to attract attention by any
means.

8 Just as the present continuous can be used to express a definite future

arrangement, the past continuous can express this sort of future in the
past:
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He was busy packing, for he was leaving that night. (The decision to leave
had been made some time previously.)

Why didn’t you tell me you were starting?

He didn’t know how he could inform them that he was not coming.

9 We use the past continuous tense in descriptions. Note the
combination of description (past continuous) with narrative (simple past):
A wood fire was burning on the hearth, and a cat was sleeping in front of
it. A girl was playing the piano and (was) singing softly to herself.
Suddenly there was a knock on the door. The girl stopped playing. The cat
woke up.

Practice

Ex. 29 Explain the use of the Past Continuous in the following
sentences:

I. The front door of the house stood open. The maid was polishing the
windows. 2. After a while he informed me that John was doing a transla-
tion of some poems from Spanish. 3. | knew Harry was coming sometime
on Monday. 4. You remember how he was always writing verses. 5. He
glanced my way to see if | was listening. 6. By the time the month was up,
Eric realized he was fighting a losing battle. 7. Roma said: "Hallo,
everybody. We were passing and saw the light in the studio. We guessed
you were having a party." 8. She stopped beside Tommy who was in a
particularly scornful mood. He was leaving in the morning. 9. Well, | was
taught not to interrupt when older people were talking. 10. He looked
across the street to see if they were waiting. 11. "What were you doing in
New York, Mr Brown?" "l was trying to find someone to buy my hotel,"
he replied truthfully. 12. It was raining when | left. 13. "This is his
breakfast,"” Adeline said, indicating the tray with a bandaged finger. She
was always suffering from a cut or a burn.

Ex. 30 Complete the conversation. Put in the past continuous forms:

Jessica: ... (I / look) for you, Vicky. I'm afraid I've broken this dish.

Vicky: Oh no! What ... (you / do)?

Jessica: ... (I / take) it into the kitchen. | bumped into Emma. ... (she /
come) out just as ... (I /go) in.

Vicky: | expect it was your fault. ... (you / not / look) where ... (you/
go).

Jessica: Sorry. I'll buy you another one as soon as | have some money.
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Ex. 31 Put the verbs in brackets into the past continuous tense.
Explain the use of the forms:

1 Detective: I'm afraid | must ask you both what you (do) yesterday at
10.20 p.m. Mr X: | (play) chess with my wife. Mr Y: | (listen) to a play on
the radio. 2 The children were frightened because it (get) dark. 3 It was a
fine day and the roads were crowded because a lot of people (rush) to the
seaside. 4 The airplane in which the football team (travel) crashed soon
after taking off. 5 He usually wears sandals but when I last saw him he
(wear) boots. 6 The house was in great disorder because he (redecorate) it.
7 The director didn't allow the actors to travel by air while they (work) on
the film. 8 The car had nobody in it but the engine (run). 9 Two children
(play) on the sand and two fishermen (lean) against an upturned boat. 10 |
was alone in the house at that time because Mr Jones (work) in the garage
and Mrs Jones (shop). 11 He said that he was the captain of a ship which
(sail) that night for Marseilles. 12 Are you going to Rome? | thought that
you (go) to Milan. 13 My wife and | (talk) about you the other day. 14
When | first met him he (study) painting. 15 There was a strong smell and
the sound of frying. Obviously Mrs Jones (cook) fish. 16 Tom ate nothing
for lunch because he (diet). He said that he (try) to lose 10 kilos. 17 Who
you (talk) to on the telephone as | came in?
| (talk) to Mr Pitt. 18 As she (climb) the ladder it slipped sideways and she
fell off it. 19 When | first met him he (work) in a restaurant. 20 He
watched the children for a moment. Some of them (bathe) in the sea, others
(look) for shells, others (play) in the sand. 21 Where he (live) when you
saw him last? 22 She (stand) at the bus stop. | asked her what bus she
(wait) for. 23 From the sounds it was clear that Mary (practise) the piano.
24 There had been an accident and men (carry) the injured people to an
ambulance. 25 Two men (fight) at a street corner and a policeman (try) to
stop them. - What they (fight) about? - Nobody seemed to know. 26 Tom
(sit) in a corner with a book. I told him that he (read) in very bad light. 27 |
went into the garden to see what the boys (do). James (weed) and
Alexander (cut) the grass. 28 They had taken off the wheel of the car and
(mend) the puncture. | asked when it would be ready. 29 When I arrived at
the meeting the first speaker had just finished speaking and the audience
(clap). 30 The traffic (make) so much noise that | couldn't hear what he
(say). 31 While he (learn) to drive he had twenty-five accidents. 32 He had
a bad fall while he (repair) his roof. 33 He was a little mad. He always (try)
to prove that the earth was flat. 34 While we (fish) someone came to the
house and left this note. 35 The exam had just begun and the candidates
(write) their names at the top of their papers. 36 Just as | (wonder) what to
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do next, the phone rang.

Unit 6 The Past Continuous as an alternative to the Simple
Past

1 The past continuous used with a point in time expresses an action
which began before that time and probably continued after it.
Mike was having breakfast at eight. (It implies that he was in the middle of
breakfast at eight, i.e. that he had started it before eight).
Compare: He had breakfast at eight would imply that he started it at eight.

2 If we replace the time expression with a verb in the simple past tense:
When | arrived Tom was talking on the phone we convey the idea that the
action in the past continuous started before the action in the simple past
and probably continued after it.

Compare this combination with a combination of two simple past tenses,
which normally indicates successive actions:
When he saw me he put the receiver down.

3 The past continuous can be used as an alternative to the simple past to
indicate a more casual, less deliberate action:
| was talking to Tom the other day.

The past continuous here gives the impression that the action was in no
way unusual or remarkable. It also tends to remove responsibility from
the subject. In the above example it is not clear who started the
conversation, and it does not matter.

Compare the contrast with the simple past tense:

| talked to Tom, which indicates that | took the initiative.

Similarly:

From four to six Tom was washing the car. This would indicate that this
was a casual, possibly routine action.

Compare with:

From four to six Tom washed the car. (implying a deliberate action by
Tom)

Note that continuous tenses are used only for apparently continuous
uninterrupted actions. If we divide the action up, or say how many times it
happened, we must use the simple past:

| talked to Tom several times. Tom washed both cars.

4 Polite inquiries. This use is even more polite and tentative than the
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simple past:
| was wondering if you could give me a lift.

In questions about how a period was spent, the continuous often appears
more polite than the simple past:
What were you doing before you came here? sounds more polite than
What did you do before you came here?

On the other hand, What were you doing in my room? could indicate a
feeling that | think you had no right to be there, while What did you do in
my room? could never give this impression.

5 With the verbs think, hope the past continuous suggests uncertainty:
| was thinking of having a party next week.
| was hoping you’d like to come out with me.

6 When we talk about two past actions or events that went on over the
same period of time we can often use the past continuous for both:
Sally was reading to the children while Kevin was washing up.
However, we can often use the past simple to express a similar meaning:
Mario worked in a restaurant while he lived in London.

7 Note the following sentence patterns in which we find the Past
Indefinite and the Past Continuous used in different combinations with
each other:

1) A complex sentence with a clause of time introduced by the
conjunction as. Within that pattern there may be three different kinds of
time relations between the action of the subordinate clause and that of the
principal clause.

a) The actions of the two clauses are fully simultaneous. In this case
the Past Indefinite is commonly found in both clauses.
| watched him as he drank his tea.

Roy talked little as they drove home.

Occasionally the Past Continuous is found in the principal clause
whereas the Past Indefinite is still used in the clause of time. It usually
happens when the verb in the principal clause is terminative and the Past
Indefinite would indicate a completed action.

As | poured her out a glass of sherry, she was saying: "I always imagined
you were older."

b) The actions of the principal and the subordinate clauses are partially
simultaneous. In this case the action of the subordinate clause serves as a
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background for the action of the principal clause which is usually a shorter
accomplished action. In this case we normally find the Past Continuous in
the subordinate clause and the Past Indefinite in the principal clause.
As | was going inside, Mrs Drawbell intercepted me.
One evening, just as | was leaving the office, Martin rang me up.

c) The actions of the two clauses form a succession. In this case,
naturally, only the Past Indefinite is found.
As the sun disappeared, a fresh breeze stirred the new curtains at the
window.
As | turned back into the room a gust of wind crashed the door shut behind
me.

2) A complex sentence with a clause of time introduced by the
conjunction while. Here we find two different kinds of time relations
between the actions of the two clauses.

a) The actions are fully simultaneous. In this case either the Past
Continuous or the Past Indefinite is used in the subordinate clause and the
Past Indefinite is normally found in the principal clause:

Martha said nothing but looked from one face to the other while they
discussed plans.
She sat still as a statue while he was playing the sonata.

b) The actions are partially simultaneous. In this case the action of
the subordinate clause serves as a background for the action of the
principal clause which is a shorter accomplished action. So the Past
Indefinite is used in the principal clause while in the subordinate clause
either the Past Indefinite or the Past Continuous is found.

While | was reading, | heard a splash from the bath, and | realized that
Martin must be there.

While he stood there wondering what sort of pictures to hang on the walls
he heard the telephone ring.

Practice

Ex. 32 Explain the use of the Past Continuous and the Past
Indefinite in the following sentences which contain actions taking place
at a given past moment:

1. We had some difficulty with Jerry, who was enjoying himself and did
not want to come away. 2. He laughed and said how nice the country
looked. Branches and little dark delicate twigs formed a fretwork of black
lace against a cold, silvery sky. 3. It was getting dark now, and the general
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drove more slowly than ever. 4. | was driving along a country road when |
spotted a telephone box. 5. | looked at my watch — it read five minutes to
eleven. 6. | looked at my husband. He was reading a letter. 7. Philip made
no haste to move from where he sat. 8. Lunch was over. Theo was smoking
a cigarette. Barbara was sitting on the window seat with a book in her
hands. 9. | rang the bell and the door was opened by a small man in
overalls who was carrying a pot of white paint. 10. In the dim light it was
difficult for the passengers to read the papers they carried. 11. | offered to
call him up but they told me that the telephone didn't work. 12. | looked
into my father's study. He was no longer working. 13. John, turning from
the door, noticed that he was standing upon a letter which lay on the mat.

Ex. 33 Use the Past Continuous or the Past Indefinite in the
following sentences:

1. | (to have) an uncomfortable feeling that he (to laugh) at me. 2. They
(to move) into the shelter. The rain (to come) down swiftly. 3. The general
(to wait) on the platform when I (to arrive) at Camberley. 4. She (to be) on
her guard because he always (to tease) her. 5. | only (to want) to know if
you (to come) on Saturday. 6. He (to see) to it that their publishing house
(to become) a flourishing firm again. 7. He (to have) a bath when the sirens
(to start). 8. He (to walk) in the frosty fields when he (not to work). 9. Jack
(to look) at her trying to guess what (to come). 10. The road under the
limes (to lead) straight to the village. 11. He (to find) that he (to speak) in a
low voice. 12. He (to be) surprised to find how much her hands (to shake).
13. It (to be) suddenly clear to me that she (to act) a part and (to amuse)
herself at our expense. 14. Mother said you (to join) the Bombardier
Guards. 15. | (to know) that they (to go) out that night. 17. He (to have)
interests elsewhere. He always (to ask) for special leave. 18. Then he (to
notice) Jack. He (to stand) in front of the fire and (to talk) Italian to a man
in glasses. 19. When | (to come) up to her she (to search) through a velvet
bag which she always (to carry) for her spectacles which she always (to
lose).

Ex. 34 Put in the correct form of the verb:

Rita: | hear the lights ... (go) out in your flats last night.

Emma: Yes, (I / watch) a documentary on TV when suddenly ... (we /
lose) all the power. But ... (it / come) on again after about ten minutes.

Vicky: Rachel ... (come) down the stairs when the lights ... (go) out. She
almost ... (fall) over.

Daniel: Matthew and I ... (play) table tennis at the time.

43



Andrew: ... (I / work) on the computer. ... (I / lose) a whole hour's work.
But this morning ... (I/get) up early and ... (do) it again.

Ex. 35 Choose the proper tense form: the Past Indefinite or the Past
Continuous:

1. While he rode/was riding in the forest he lost/was losing his way.

2. When | arrived/was arriving the party was in full swing. Paul
danced/was dancing with Mary, and Pat and Peter drank/were drinking
champagne.

3. When | finished/was finishing the ironing, | cooked/was cooking
dinner.

4. How fast did they travel/were they travelling when their car had/was
having a puncture.

5. A police car passed/was passing us on the motorway when we
did/were doing 80 miles per hour.

6. | took/was taking a photograph of him while he ate/was eating an ice-
cream.

7. I'm sorry | woke/was waking you. What were you dreaming/did you
dream about?

8. What did you do/were you doing when | phoned/was phoning you
last night? There was no reply.

9. Two burglars broke into the house while we watched/were
watching television.

10. | found my lost key when | looked for/was looking for my passport.

11. I was having/had a beautiful dream when the alarm clock rang.

12. When | woke up, it snowed/was snowing. | remembered that Sam
was coming/came for lunch and got up quickly.

13. It was a fine day when we left/were leaving the house that day. A
light snow fell/was falling and a light wind was blowing/blew from the
south-west. We were pleased that it wasn't raining/didn't rain.

14. We were driving/drove down the hill when a strange object
appeared/was appearing in the sky.

15. We looked/were looking at it attentively but nobody knew/was
knowing what it was.

Ex. 36 Put the verbs in brackets into the simple past or the past
continuous tense:

1 1 lit the fire at 6.00 and it (burn) brightly when Tom came in at 7.00. 2
When | arrived the lecture had already started and the professor (write) on
the overhead projector. 3 | (make) a cake when the light went out. | had to
finish it in the dark. 4 | didn't want to meet Paul so when he entered the
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room | (leave). 5 Unfortunately when | arrived Ann just (leave), so we only
had time for a few words. 6 He (watch) TV when the phone rang. Very
unwillingly he (turn) down the sound and (go) to answer it. 7 He was very
polite. Whenever his wife entered the room he (stand) up. 8 The admiral
(play) bowls when he received news of the invasion. He (insist) on
finishing the game. 9 My dog (walk) along quietly when Mr Pitt's Pekinese
attacked him. 10 When | arrived she (have) lunch. She apologized for
starting without me but said that she always (lunch) at 12.30. 11 He always
(wear) a raincoat and (carry) an umbrella when he walked to the office. 12
What you (think) of his last book? - I (like) it very much. 13 I (share) a flat
with him when we were students. He always (complain) about my
untidiness. 14 He suddenly (realize) that he (travel) in the wrong direction.
15 He (play) the guitar outside her house when someone opened the
window and (throw) out a bucket of water. 16 | just (open) the letter when
the wind (blow) it out of my hand. 17 The burglar (open) the safe when he
(hear) footsteps. He immediately (put) out his torch and (crawl) under the
bed. 18 When | (look) for my passport I (find) this old photograph. 19 You
looked very busy when | (see) you last night. What you (do)? 20 The boys
(play) cards when they (hear) their father's step. They immediately (hide)
the cards and (take) out their lesson books. 21 He (clean) his gun when it
accidentally (go) off and (kill) him. 22 He (not allow) us to go out in the
boat yesterday as a strong wind (blow). 23 As | (cross) the road I (step) on
a banana skin and (fall) heavily. 24 1 still (lie) on the road when | (see) a
lorry approaching. 25 Luckily the driver (see) me and (stop) the lorry in
time. 26 How you (damage) your car so badly? - | (run) into a lamp-post
yesterday. - | suppose you (drive) too quickly or were not looking where
you (go). 27 As he (get) into the bus it (start) suddenly and he (fall)
backwards on to the road. 28 | (call) Paul at 7.00 but it wasn't necessary
because he already (get) up. 29 When he (mend) the fuse he (get) a very
bad shock. 30 When | (hear) his knock I (go) to the door and (open) it, but
| (not recognize) him at first because | (not wear) my glasses. 31 When |
came in they (sit) round the fire. Mr Pitt (do) a crossword puzzle, Mrs Pitt
(knit), the others (read). Mrs Pitt (smile) at me and (say), ‘Come and sit
down." 32 While the guests (dance) thieves (break) into the house and
(steal) a lot of fur coats. 33 The next day, as they (know) that the police
(look) for them, they (hide) the coats in a wood and (go) off in different
directions. 34 She was very extravagant. She always (buy) herself new
clothes. 35 Her mother often (tell) her that she (spend) too much money
but she never (listen). 36 Whenever the drummer (begin) practising, the
people in the next flat (bang) on the wall.
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Ex. 37 Use the Past Indefinite or the Past Continuous in the
following sentences containing as-clauses and while-clauses:

I. They (to talk) little as they (to drive) home. 2. As they (to drink)
coffee, Ted (to say): "Now tell me about yourself." 3. She (to sing) softly
as she (to beat) the eggs. 4. As the sun (to disappear), a fresh breeze (to
stir) the curtains at the window. 5. His steps (to slow) down as he (to
mount) the stairs. 6. He (to come) forward as we (to climb) out of the car
and (to hold) his hand to my father. 7. Bernard (to call) up as | (to prepare)
to leave the office. 8. He (to give) his father an anxious look as he (to
enter). 9. She (to watch) him as he (to walk) to a chair across the room. 10.
He (to look) up as Eric (to come) in. 11. Her husband (to stop) her just as
she (to get) into the car. 12. While he (to stand) irresolute, the door (to
open) and his brother (to come) out. 13. He (to listen) gravely while | (to
complain) about my reading.

Ex. 38 Put the verbs in brackets into the simple past or past
continuous tense:

1 Mr Smith never (wake) up in time in the mornings and always (get)
into trouble for being late; so one day he (go) to town and (buy) an alarm
clock. 2 To get home he (have to) go through a field where a bad-tempered
bull usually (graze). 3 This bull normally (not chase) people unless
something (make) him angry. Unfortunately, as Mr Smith (cross) the field,
his alarm clock (go) off. 4 This (annoy) the bull, who immediately (begin)
to chase Mr Smith. 5 Mr Smith (carry) an open umbrella as it (rain)
slightly. He (throw) the umbrella to the ground and (run) away as fast as he
could. 6 The bull (stop) and (begin) to attack the umbrella. While he (do)
this Mr Smith escaped. 7 When he (awake) she (sit) by the window. She
(look) at something in the street, but when he (call) her she (turn) and
(smile) at him. 8 Why you (interrupt) me just now? | (have) a very
Interesting conversation with Mr Pitt. 9 The murderer (carry) the corpse
down the stairs when he (hear) a knock on the door. 10 When | (look)
through your books I (notice) that you have a copy of Murder in the
Cathedral. 11 As they (walk) along the road they (hear) a car coming from
behind them. Tom (turn) round and (hold) up his hand. The car (stop). 12
When | (arrive) at the station Mary (wait) for me. She (wear) a blue dress
and (look) very pretty. As soon as she (see) me she (wave) and (shout)
something, but I couldn't hear what she (say) because everybody (make)
such a noise. 13 The prisoner (escape) by climbing the wall of the garden
where he (work). He (wear) blue overalls and black shoes. 14 She said that
the car (travel) at 40 k.p.h. when it (begin) to skid. 15 She said that she (not
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like) her present flat and (try) to find another. 16 While he (make) his
speech the minister suddenly (feel) faint. But someone (bring) him a glass
of water and after a few minutes he (be able) to continue. 17 When 1 (see)
him he (paint) a portrait of his wife. - You (like) it? - He only just (start)
when | (see) it, so | couldn't judge. 18 | (take) my friend to a murder trial
the other day. - Who (be) tried?- A man called Bill Sykes. - Was he
acquitted? - | don't know. They still (listen) to the evidence when we
(leave). 19 | (be) sorry that | (have to) leave the party early, because |
(enjoy) myself. 20 As we (come) here a policeman (stop) us. He (say) that
he (look) for some stolen property and (ask) if he could search the car. 21 |
(see) you yesterday from the bus. Why you (use) a stick? - | (use) a stick
because | had hurt my leg that morning falling off a horse. - Whose horse
you (ride)? 22 The floor was covered with balls of wool. Obviously Mrs
Pitt (knit) something. 23 Ann said that she (be) on holiday. I (say) that |
(hope) that she (enjoy) herself. 24 While he (water) the flowers it (begin)
to rain. He (put) up his umbrella and (go) on watering. 25 | just (write) a
cheque when I (remember) that | (have) nothing in the bank. 26 I (find)
this ring as | (dig) in the garden. It looks very old. | wonder who it (belong)
to? 27 When | last (see) her she (hurry) along the road to the station. I (ask)
her where she (go) and she (say), 'London’, but | don't think she (speak) the
truth because there (not be) any train for London at that time. 28 The tailor
said, "Your suit will be ready on Monday.' But when | (call) on Monday he
still (work) on it. 29 The teacher (come) into the classroom unusually early
and one of the boys, who (smoke) a cigarette, (have) no time to put it out.
So he (throw) it into the desk and (hope) for the best. 30 A little later the
teacher (notice) that smoke (rise) from this desk. "You (smoke) when |
(come) in?' he (ask). 31 While | (swim) someone (steal) my clothes and |
(have to) walk home in my swimsuit. 32 The men (say) that they (work) on
the road outside my house and that they (want) some water to make tea. 33
He (say) that he (build) himself a house and that he (think) it would be
ready in two years. 34 At 3 a.m. Mrs Pitt (wake) her husband and (say) that
she (think) that someone (try) to get into the house. 35 Why you (lend) him
that book? I still (read) it. - I'm sorry. | (not know) that you still (read) it.
36 | (come) in very late last night and unfortunately the dog (wake) up and
(start) to bark. This (wake) my mother who (come) to the top of the stairs
and (say), 'Who is there?' 1 (say). It is me,’' but she (not hear) me because
the dog (bark) so loudly, so she (go) back to her room and (telephone) the
police.

Ex. 39 Open the brackets using the Past Indefinite, the Past
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Continuous or the Present Continuous:

New York. May 4. There (be) a bank robbery in the downtown financial
district. Just before closing time a man (enter) the Wall Street branch of
Chase Manhattan Bank. He (carry) a shotgun and (wear) a nylon stocking
over his head. There (be) only a few customers in the bank at the time. He
(make) them lie on the floor and (force) a teller to put money into a sack.
As he (leave), a security guard (try) to ring the alarm. The robber (shoot)
him and the guard is now in hospital. Surgeons (try) to save his life. Last
night the police (arrest) a man on. The police (interrogate) the man who
was arrested last night.

Ex. 40 Put the verbs in brackets into the simple past or past
continuous:

1 1| (walk) along Piccadilly when | (realize) that a man with a ginger
beard, whom | had seen three times already that afternoon, (follow) me. 2
To make quite sure, | (walk) on quickly, (turn) right, then left and (stop)
suddenly at a shop window. 3 In a few minutes the man with the beard
(appear) and (stop) at another shop window. 4 | (go) on. 5 Whenever |
(stop) he (stop), and whenever | (look) round he (be) still there. 6 He (look)
a very respectable type and (wear) very conventional clothes and |
(wonder) if he was a policeman or a private detective. 7 | (decide) to try
and shake him off. 8 A 74 bus (stand) at the bus stop just beside me. 9
Then the conductor (come) downstairs and (ring) the bell; just as the bus
(move) off, I (jump) on it. 10 The man with the beard (miss) the bus but
(get) into another 74, which (follow) the first. Il Both buses (crawl) very
slowly along Knightsbridge. 12 Every time the buses (pull) up at a stop,
the man (look) out anxiously to see if | (get) off. 13 Finally, at some traffic
lights, he (change) buses and (get) into mine. 14 At Gloucester Road
Underground, | (leave) the bus and (buy) a ticket at a ticket machine. 15 As
| (stand) on the platform waiting for a Circle Line train, my pursuer (come)
down the stairs. 16 He (carry) a newspaper and when we (get) into the
same compartment, he (sit) in one corner reading it, and | (read) the
advertisements. 17 He (look) over the top of the newspaper at every station
to see if I (get) out. 18 | (become) rather tired of being shadowed like this,
so finally I (go) and (sit) beside the man and (ask) him why he (follow) me.
19 At first he (say) he (not follow) me at all but when 1 (threaten) to knock
him down, he (admit) that he was. 20 Then he (tell) me he (be) a writer of
detective stories and (try) to see if it was difficult to follow someone
unseen. 21 I (tell) him he hadn't been unseen because | had noticed him in
Piccadilly and | (advise) him to shave off his ginger beard if he (not want)
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his victim to know he (be) followed.

Ex. 41 Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense: simple past
or past continuous:

1 He (sit) on the bank fishing when he (see) a man's hat floating down
the river. It (seem) strangely familiar. 2 It (snow) heavily when he (wake)
up. He (remember) that Jack (come) for lunch and (decide) to go down to
the station to meet him in case he (lose) his way in the snowy lanes. 3
When | (reach) the street | (realize) that I (not know) the number of Tom's
house. | (wonder) what to do about it when Tom himself (tap) me on the
shoulder. 4 As the goalkeeper (run) forward to seize the ball a bottle
(strike) him on the shoulder. 5 I (look) through the classroom window. A
geometry lesson (go) on. The teacher (draw) diagrams on the blackboard. 6
Most of the boys (listen) to the teacher but a few (whisper) to each other,
and Tom (read) a history book. Tom (hate) mathematics; he always (read)
history during his mathematics lesson. 7 Everyone (read) quietly when
suddenly the door (burst) open and a complete stranger (rush) in. 8 1 (go)
to Jack's house but (not find) him in. His mother (say) that she (not know)
what he (do) but (think) he probably (play) football. 9 This used to be a
station and all the London trains (stop) here. But two years ago they (close)
the station and (give) us a bus service instead. 10 She (promise) not to
report me to the police but ten minutes later | (see) her talking with a
policeman and from the expression on his face | am sure she (tell) him all
about it. 11 I (pick) up the receiver and (dial) a number. To my surprise |
(find) myself listening to an extraordinary conversation. Two men (plan) to
kidnap the Prime Minister. 12 | (meet) Paul at the university. We (be) both
in the same year. He (study) law, but he (not be) very interested in it and
(spend) most of his time practising the flute. 13 The train just (start) when
the door (open) and two panting passengers (leap) in. 14 "What you (do)
between 9.00 and 10.00 yesterday?' (say) the detective. | (clean) my house,’
said Mrs Jones. | always clean my house on Saturday mornings.' 15 My
neighbour (look) in last night and (say) that he (leave) the district and (go)
to Yorkshire, to a new job. I (say) that I (be) very sorry that he (go), and
(tell) him to write to me from Yorkshire and tell me how he (get) on. 16
They (build) that bridge when | (be) here last year. They haven't finished it
yet. 17 The dentist's waiting room was full of people. Some (read)
magazines, others just (turn) over the pages. A woman (knit); a child (play)
with a toy car. Suddenly the door (open) and the nurse (say), 'Next, please.’
18 The house next to yours (be) full of policemen and police dogs
yesterday. - What they (do)? - | (hear) that they (look) for drugs. - They
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(find) any? - Yes, | believe one of the dogs (discover) some cannabis. 19
Peter (tell) me yesterday that he (make) his own £5 notes. - Don't believe
him. He just (pull) your leg. 20 A traffic warden just (stick) a parking
ticket to my windscreen when | (come) back to the car. | (try) to persuade
him to tear it up but he (refuse). 21 Ann works in the branch where the big
robbery (take) place. - She actually (work) there at the time of the raid? 22
When Ann (say) that she (come) to see me the next day, | (wonder) what
flowers she would bring. She always brings flowers. 23 While | (wonder)
whether to buy the dress or not, someone else (come) and (buy) it. 24 He
always (borrow) from me (he borrowed more often than was reasonable)
but when | once (ask) him to lend me something, he (say) he (not have) got
it before he even (know) what I (want) to borrow. 25 I (go) home on foot
and all the time | (have) the impression that | (be) followed (passive). But
though | (turn) round several times, | never (see) anybody. 26 | (bump)
into Tom yesterday. | (ask) him to join us for lunch tomorrow but he (say)
he (have) (had arranged to have) lunch with Ann. 27 My dog (attack) the
postman as he (put) the letters into the letter box. The man (thrust) a large
envelope into the dog's mouth and of course he (tear) it. Unfortunately the
letter (contain) my diploma. | (patch) the diploma up with Sellotape but it
still looks a bit odd. 28 How you (break) your leg? - | (fall) off a ladder
when | (put) up curtains. The worst of it (be) that it (be) just before the
holidays and | (go) away. (had planned to go away) - 29 So you (not go)
away? - No, of course not. | (cancel) my bookings and (spend) the holiday
hobbling about at home. 30 The curtain just (rise) when somebody at the
back of the theatre (shout) 'Fire!" The audience (look) round nervously. 31
As it (rain) the children (play) in the sitting room. Tom was there too. He
(try) to write a letter but he (not get on) very well because the children
(keep) asking him questions. 32 What you (do) when the doorbell (ring)? -
| (make) a cake. - And what you (do) when you (hear) the bell? - I (go) to
answer it of course. But when | (open) the door there (be) nobody there. 33
A few minutes later the bell (ring) again and this time I (find) a man in a
peaked cap who (say) he (make) a survey. 34 | (say), '(Be) it you who
(ring) this bell a minute ago?' 'No,' he (answer), 'but when | (talk) to your
neighbour I (see) a man standing at your door. | think he (go) round to the
back of your house.' 35 We (not get) much sleep last night because the
people next door (have) a noisy party. | (ring) up the landlord and (say)
that his tenants (make) too much noise. He (point out) that it (be) Saturday
and that people often (have) parties on Saturday nights. | (say) that the
people in his house always (have) parties, (had too many parties) 36 What
you (do) before you (get) this job? - I (work) for Brown and Company. -
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And how long you (stay) with them? - | (stay) for about six months. |
(leave) because they always (go) on strike. It (become) quite monotonous.

Ex. 42 Translate the sentences using the Past Indefinite or the Past
Continuous:

1. Korga s Bomien B 3aj, CTYIEHTHI BCE elle OOCYKIalu TEPBBI
noknan. 2. [loe3n npubmmxkanca k cranuuu. [lo meppony Oexanu netu c
uBeramu. 3. Ilaccaxxupsl Tak u He yBuaenu baiikan. Korma noesn
nmpoe3xan baiikan, Obuta HOub. 4. OX0oTHUKM 3aModanu. KpacuBsliil ojieHb
MEJJICHHO TNpUOIMXKaicsi K HUM. 5. Bapyr, korjga yxe HE OCTaBajioCh
HUKAKOW HAJIeK]Ibl HAa CIACEHHE, JIIOJM HAa TOHYIIEM Kopalie YBUAECIU
IbIM Ha ropu3oHTe. Kakoi-To mapoxoj HampawisjICs UM Ha MOMOIIb. 6.
[Toe3n Habupan CKOpPOCTb, KOTJIa OH BCKOYMJI B BaroH. 7. MamMHUCTKa
neyarana JOKiaj, Korjla B KOMHATy BOIIUIA CEKpeTaph M IMOJOXKuiIa Ha
CTOJI ellle Kakre-To Oymaru. 8. FIBaHOB mucai CBOIO 3HAMEHUTYIO KapTUHY
aBaguate Jer. 9. Iloka nupekrop Ben Oecely € WHOCTPaHHBIMU
MPEJICTABUTEISIMU, CEKPETaph COpPTHpOBaia yTpeHHIow nouty. 10. B To
BpeMsi Kak OH MpoOupajcs 4epe3 TOJIY, OH YCHbIIad, KaK KTO-TO €ro
I03BaJl.

Unit 7 The Present Perfect Tense
Formation

The present perfect tense is formed with the present tense of have + the
past participle:
Affirmative: I've done my homework.
Negative: | haven't done my homework.
Interrogative: Have you done your homework?
Negative interrogative: has he not worked?

Main uses

The present perfect tense is used to express:

1 A finished action that has a result or a consequence in the present,
the time of the action is not given:

I’ve lost my key (=1 haven’t got it now - result). I can’t open the door.(
consequence now).
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I’ve baked a cake. You may taste it.

| have forgotten her name! (I don’t remember it now)

Note!

Though the action expressed in the Present Perfect is regarded as
already accomplished, it belongs to the present-time sphere and is
treated as a present action. It becomes obvious from the periphrasis:
I've heard the doctor's opirtion | know the doctor's opinion.

She's gone off to the wootts She is in the woods.

Note the use of the Past Indefinite with just now.

| told you just now | had never had time for much fun.

2 With just, already, yet, so far etc. to express a recently completed
action:
He has just gone out. (He went out a few minutes ago.)
There have been some changes lately/recently.
He's had a lot of bad luck lately/recently.
Lately is less usual with the affirmative, except for actions covering
periods of time
Recently, used with a simple past tense, means 'a short time ago":
He left recently = He left a short time ago.

3 To give news of recent events or to give new information:

a) The present perfect is often used in newspapers and broadcasts to
introduce an action which will then be described in the simple past tense.
There has been an explosion at Attenborough castle.

Note!

The past tense will normally be used in the second sentence:

Two prisoners have escaped from Dartmoor. They used a ladder which
had been left behind by some workmen, climbed a twenty-foot wall and got
away in a stolen car.

There has been a plane crash near Bristol. The witnesses say that there
was an explosion as the aircraft was taking off.

b) The present perfect is often used in letters:
| am sorry | haven't written before but | 've been very busy lately as Tom
has been away.

We have carefully considered the report which you sent us on 26 April, and
have decided to take the following action.

c) When we report that someone has recently invented, discovered,
produced, written something:

Scientists have discovered a new physical phenomena.
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Compare:
Chinese craftsmen invented both paper and printing. (distant past, past
simple is used).

d) Present Perfect may also be used to sum up a situation.
"You've so often been helpful in the past." "I've tried," said Joseph.
"Agatha has told me everything. How cleverly you have both kept your
secret,"

4 For past actions with a word or phrase denoting an incomplete period
of time: today, this morning/week/month/year etc.:
(at 11 a.m.) Tom has rung up three times this morning already.
(morning ends about one o’clock) :
(at 2 p.m.) Tom rang up three times this morning.
Similarly, this afternoon will end at about five o'clock:
(at 4 p.m.) I haven't seen Tom this afternoon.
(at 6 p.m.) | didn't see Tom this afternoon

5 To express personal experience with ever, never, so far, always,
occasionally, often, several times in my life, up to now etc. or to say that
an action or event has been repeated a number of times up to now:

I've never ridden a horse in my life.

I’ve often wished I could read music

ANN': Have you ever fallen off a hone?

TOM: Yes, I've fallen off quite often/occasionally.

Note:

In this situation we use the present perfect to describe an action that can
still happen, or could be repeated in the present. So, if Tom's riding days
are over, we would have:

ANN: Did you ever fall off a horse? (past tense)

TOM: Yes, 1 did occasionally/frequently

Similarly, ‘I have seen wolves in that forest” implies that it is still possible
to see them and ‘John Smith has written a number of short stories’ implies
that John Smith is still alive and can write more .

If, however, the wolves have been killed off and John Smith is dead we
would say: | saw wolves in that forest once/several times or | used to see
wolves here. John Smith wrote a number of short stones.

6 The present perfect can be used with since:

a) since + a point in time:
She has been here since six o'clock, (and is still here)
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We've been friends since our schooldays.
Note that there is a difference between last and the last.
Compare:
| have been here since last week (month, year etc.)
| have been here for the last week.
b) since, adverb
He had a bad fall last year and has been off work ever since (adverb)
C) since + clause,
I've worked here since | left school
She has seemed so much better since you started the injections.
Note!
If two parallel actions began at the same time in the past and continue
into the present, the Present Perfect is used in both clauses,
I've loved you since I've known you.
Compare:
He has been reading since he came.
He has been reading since he has been working in the library.
In the second example both actions began at the same time in the past
and continue into the moment of speaking.
d) it is - period + since + past or perfect tense
It is three years since | (last) saw Bill
or It is three years since | have seen Bill
or | last saw Bill three years ago
or / haven't seen Bill for three years.
It is two years since he left the country.
This, however, is replaceable only by: He left the country two years ago.
Note! This construction can be used in the past:
He invited me to go riding with him. But it was two years since | had
ridden a horse.

7 The present perfect can be used with for, all + time references: all
day/night/week, these three years, etc. when we talk about how long an
existing situation has lasted:

Compare:

He has been in the army for two years (He is still in the army).

He was in the army for two years. (He is not in the army now).

We have lived in London for ten years, (and still live there)

We lived there for ten years, (but we don't live there now)

So, if the period of duration belongs to the past time, the Past Indefinite
should be used:
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She looked at him for a long time and then shrugged.

We marched all night and all today. We arrived only an hour ago.
Note:

for can sometimes be omitted, especially after be, live and wait:

We've been here an hour/two days.

8 The present perfect is used in questions/answers such as:
How long have you been here? - I've been here six months
They will normally be followed by general inquiries in the present
perfect about actions occurring within the period mentioned, because the
action of staying, being etc., is not yet finished:
Have you been to the zoo/the theatre/the museums?
Have you found a job/met many people?
The answers will be in the same tense if no time is mentioned,
otherwise they will be in the simple past tense:
Yes, | have (been to the zoo etc.) or Yes, | went there last week.
Note the following examples:
"Are you married?" "Yes." "How long have you been married?"
"Are you married?" "No. I'm divorced." "How long were you
married?"
Have you been to Spain? - Yes, | have. - How long did you stay there?(You
are not in Spain now)
Where have you been? - I've been to the cinema. - What did you see?/What
was the film? - (I saw) 'Amadeus'. -Did you like it?
HUSBAND: Where have you been?
WIFE: I've been at the sales.
HUSBAND: What have you bought?/What did you buy?
WIFE: / have bought/l bought you some yellow pyjamas.
HUSBAND: Why did you buy yellow? | hate yellow.:

9 Note also structures: This is the first time... It is the first/ second/
the only etc. :
This is the best wine | have ever drunk.
This is the worst book | have ever read.
It is only the second time he has been in the canoe.
This is the only book he has written

10 Recent actions with the verbs of knowing, believing and

understanding (except to think, to wonder) cannot be used in the present
perfect except as it is shown in the examples:
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I’ve known him for a long time.

We have always believed that this is impossible.

| have sometimes thought that I should have emigrated.

| have often wondered why he didn't marry her.

So, recent action must be expressed by the simple past:

Did you know that he was going to get married?

Hello! I didn't know you were in London. How long have you been there?

11 Present Perfect can be used to express a future action after the
conjunctions when, before, after, as soon as, till and until. It shows
that the action of the subordinate clause will be accomplished before
the action of the principal clause
As soon as we have had some tea, Ann, we’ll go to inspect your house.
I'll take you back in my car but not till I've made you some coffee.

Sometimes the Present Indefinite is found in this type of clauses in
the same meaning. The choice of the form depends on the lexical
meaning of the verb. With durative verbs the Present Perfect is
necessary:

When you have had your tea, we'll see about it.

With terminative verbs the use of both forms is possible,
He says when he retires he'll grow roses.

Mother will stay at home until we return.

12 With comment/ report verbs or phrases (guess, reckon, suppose,
imagine etc.):
Do you suppose they have forgotten about the meeting?

Practice

Ex. 43 Explain the use of Present Perfect in the following sentences:

1. Oliver came shyly up to him. "Sir, I've written a poem." "Good," said
the headmaster. "May | see it?" 2. "Come on, ladies," he shouted, "there's
nothing to be afraid of. The mice have left the room." 3. He thinks it's
pure nerves and he's given me pills. 4. "Your hands are probably soiled. Go
and wash them." "I have washed them." 5. Sam, what's come over you?
You make me sad talking like this. 6. "Do you know the man?" "l've met
him." 7. "Where is Gladys?" "I've just had a message. Her aunt's had a
stroke and she's had to go down to Somerset." 8. "Well, it's very nice to see
you anyway. l've been lonely." 9. "I don't know if any of you are
interested,” he said, "but the town has fallen." 10. "Have you brought
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sandwiches?" "No." "I don't know where I'll get lunch." 11. "You look a bit
shaken. Are you all right?" "It's been a pretty awful day, that's all." 12.1
don't know how often I've told you that | don't believe in this. 13.1've tried
to be good. 14. As they saw off their last guest, he said to his wife: "I think
everything has gone off fairly well, don't you?" "Everything has been
perfect,” she declared. 15. "What do you know about the life in Quebec?"
"Quite a lot. We have had letters from my uncle describing it." 16. "Does
your little daughter miss her nurse?" "No. She has forgotten her." 17. "Are
you keen on sailing?" "l have never done any." 18. "You know, I'm
thinking of writing my memoirs," she said, "I've had an adventurous life."
19. "Well, after all," she said, "he knows he has been horrid to you and he
is trying to make up for it." 20. "Hallo, Mum and Dad," he called out. "Are
you too busy to see what I've caught!" 21. "Have you heard Uncle Finch
play?" "I'm sorry to say, no." 22. Doctor Diver, my daughter isn't right in
the head. I've had lots of specialists and nurses for her and she's taken a
couple of rest cures but the thing has grown too big for me and I've been
strongly recommended to come to you.

Ex. 44 Put the verbs in brackets into the present perfect tense.
Explain why the perfect tense is used:

1 Where you (be)? - | (be) to the dentist. 2 You (have) breakfast? -
Yes, I... 3 The post (come)? - Yes, it . . . 4You (see) my watch
anywhere? - No, I'm afraid | . . . 5 Someone (wind) the clock? - Yes, Tom .
.. 6 I (not finish) my letter yet. 7 He just (go) out. 8 Someone (take) my
bicycle. 9 The phone (stop) ri nging. 10 You (hear) from her lately? - No,
... 11 | just (wash) that floor. 12 The cat (steal) the fish. 13 You (explain)
the exercise? - Yes, I... 14 There aren't any buses because the drivers (go)
on strike. 15 You (have) enough to eat? - Yes, | (have) plenty, thank you.
16 Charles (pass) his exam? - Yes, he... 17 How many bottles the milkman
(leave)? - He (leave) six. 18 | (live) here for ten years. 19 How long you
(know) Mr Pitt? - | (know) him for ten years. 20 Would you like some
coffee? | just (make) some. 21 Mary (water) the tomatoes? - Yes, | think
she . .. 22 You (not make) a mistake? - No, I'm sure | . .. 23 Why you
(not mend) the fuse? - | (not have) time. 24 You (dive) from the ten-metre
board yet? - No, I... 25 You ever (leave) a restaurant without paying the
bill? - No, I... 26 | (ask) him to dinner several times. 27 He always
(refuse). 28 You ever (ride) a camel? 29 | (buy) a new carpet. Come and
look at it. 30 He (post) the letter? 31 Why he (not finish)? He (have) plenty
of time. 32 | often (see) him but I never (speak) to him. 33 You ever (eat)
caviar? - No, I... 34 We just (hear) the most extraordinary news. 35 The
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police (recapture) the prisoners who escaped yesterday. 36 | (not pay) the
telephone bill yet.

Ex. 45 Complete the sentence:
a) Have you been to the bank today?
In pairs prepare four or five similar questions using the present perfect. For
variety, use a different time adverb, and a different verb, in each question.
b) suggest ‘follow-up' questions for more information, switch to the past
simple tense to ask for the details:
e.g. Have you read any books this month?
How many books have you read?
Which books did you read?
Did you like them?
What were they about?
Why did you read them?

Ex. 46 Explain the use of Present Perfect in the following sentences:

I. I'm tidying up for tomorrow. When I've finished this I'll go and put the
child to bed. 2. As soon as we have had some tea, John, we shall go to
inspect your garden. 3. | said, "Well, don't take him away until I've had a
chance to speak to him." 4. After we've done all the packing it will be nice
to have a light meal. 5. | shall probably bore you to death by the time I've
finished talking about myself. 6. tell you flatly that unless something has
been done about your brother | won't go to that house. 7. With a shrug she
said: "Their affair will fade into nothing before he's been here a week."

Ex. 47 Use the Present Perfect or the Present Indefinite in the
following clauses of time referring to the future:

1.All right. I'll come down when | (to put) on a fresh collar. 2. When he
(to be) off duty he'll go there. 3. "I must know where they are and | shall
not rest till 1 (to see) them again," he thought. 4. "No more," she said to the
dog, "but when | (to finish) you may have the bone." 5. Go on with your
picture. We'll have a look at it when we (to return) from the party. 6. "I'll
hand the book over when | (to read) it," he said. 7. "Has he gone?" she
asked as soon as her sister entered. "No. He refuses to go till he (to see)
you." | (not to develop) any new virtue. And what (to puzzle) me is why
everybody (to want) me now. Surely they (not to want) me for myself but
for something that (to be) outside me. It is for the recognition | (to receive).
Then again for the money | (to earn)." "You (to break) my heart," she
sobbed. "You (to know) | (to love) you." "If you (to love) me," he said
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gently, "then why your love (to be) weak enough to deny me?" "Forget and
forgive," she cried. "I (to love) you all the time." "Oh, you (to do) nothing
that (to require) forgiveness,” he said impatiently. They (to sit) in silence
for a long time. He (to know), now, that he had not really loved her. Ruth
suddenly (to begin) to speak. "I know that much of what you (to say) is so,
| (not to love) you well enough. In the last ten minutes | (to learn) much. |
(to learn) to love better.” "It's too late,"” he said. "'l (to be) a sick man. It is
my soul. | (to care) for nothing. Something (to go) out of me." Martin (to
lean) his head back and (to close) his eyes. He (to forget) the presence of
Ruth. He (to be) brought back to himself by the rattle of the door knob.
Ruth (to try) to open the door. "Oh, forgive me," he cried, rising to his feet.
"I (to forget) you (to be) here. I'll take you home."

Unit 8 The Present Perfect Continuous Tense
Formation

This tense is formed by the present perfect of the verb to be + the
present participle:
Affirmative: | have been working, he has been working etc.
Negative: | have not/haven't been working etc.
Interrogative: have | been working? etc.
Negative interrogative: have | not/haven't | been working?

Main uses

1 To talk about actions, which started in the past and are still going on
(generally with since, for, these two days, all morning etc.):
| 've been waiting for an hour.
The competition has been running every year since 1980.
Note!
Present perfect continuous is not used in the negative form:
| haven’t watered the flowers since Monday.

The Present Perfect Continuous is also found in negative sentences if
the negation is partial: it does not refer to the action itself but to the
circumstances attending the action.
| haven’t been sleeping well for the last two days (which means that |
have been sleeping but my sleep has not been sound enough)

I’m sorry I’m late. | hope you have not been waiting for me. (I know that
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you have been waiting but | hope it is not for me)

2 To express an action (quite a long action) which began in the past and
has recently or just stopped, a recently finished activity, which explains or
gives reasons for the state of things at the present:

You are out of breath. Have you been running?

Why are your clothes so dirty? What have you been doing?

She said: "I've been talking to your boy-friend, Adeline, and I like
him."

Don't tell your mother what I've been saying.

3 The perfect progressive forms are often used to show that an action is
(or was) frequently repeated:
Tom has been drinking a lot for the last two months.
Jim has been phoning Jenny every night for the past week

4 To refer to an uncompleted activity:

I’ve been cleaning the house but I still haven’t finished.

The difference between an activity still in progress and one that has
definitely been completed is marked by context and by the verbs we use.
The simple and progressive forms are not interchangeable here
I've been painting this room
I've painted this room
In the first example, the activity is uncompleted. In the second example,
the job is definitely finished.

5 The present perfect continuous is often used with an emotional
coloring (emphasizing the duration of the event):
| suppose you have been telling lies again.
Note!

A number of verbs can't normally be used in the continuous tense forms,
but some of these can be used in this form in certain cases (in colloquial
English); especially the verbs to want and to wish.

6 The present perfect continuous can suggest that the action is
temporary:
Compare:
We’ve been subscribing to one of the satellite TV companies (we may
change)
We subscribe to one of the satellite TV companies (unlikely to change)
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With lately or recently we use the present perfect continuous to talk about
new developments which may be temporary:
Helen has been spending a lot of time at the club lately (she didn’t use to)

Practice

Ex. 48 Explain the use of the Present Perfect Continuous in the
following sentences:

1. "l must say, William, you're looking distinctly pale, you know." *Am
17" "I fear you've been overworking yourself lately. You don't get out of
doors enough.” 2. You bet I'm burning myself out. I've been doing it for so
many years now — and who cares? 3. Your wife's been telling me that
you've not been sleeping very well lately. I'm sorry to hear that. 4.
"Mother, what do you suppose you look like?" "Oh, | know. But I've been
cleaning the stairs." 5. Rosemary, I've been thinking. What we need is
something different. 6. "I was the only boy in our school that had
asthma," said the fat boy with a touch of pride. "And I've been wearing
specs since | was three." 7.1 don't want anyone to know I've been crying. 8.
Oh, I am not really hot. It's just that I've been running. 9. Oh, dear, has the
baby been howling ever since we left? 10. "Oh, it's grand to have you
home again,” he said. "lI've been saving up things to tell you but now
they've gone right out of my head and | can only be glad."

Ex. 49 Put the verbs in brackets into the present perfect continuous
tense:

1 | (make) cakes. That is why my hands are all covered with flour. 2
Her phone (ring) for ten minutes. | wonder why she doesn't answer it. 3 He
(overwork). That is why he looks so tired. 4 There is sawdust in your hair.
- I'm not surprised. | (cut) down a tree. 5 Have you seen my bag
anywhere? | (look) for it for ages. 6 What you (do)? - I (work) in the
laboratory. 7 He (study) Russian for two years and doesn't even know the
alphabet yet. 8 How long you (wait) for me? - | (wait) about half an hour. 9
It (rain) for two days now. There'll be a flood soon. 10 We (argue) about
this for two hours now. Perhaps we should stop 11 | (bathe). That's why
my hair is all wet. 12 You (drive) all day. Let me drive now. 13 How long
you (wear) glasses? 14 The petrol gauge (say) 'Empty' for quite a long time
now. Don't think we should get some petrol? 15 I'm sorry for keeping you
waiting. | (try) to make a telephone call Rome. 16 You (not eat) enough
lately. That's why you feel irritable. 17 He (speak) for an hour now. |
expect he'll soon be finished. 18 That helicopter (fly) round the house for
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the last hour; do you think it's taking photographs? 19 The radio (play)
since 7 a.m. | wish someone would turn it off. 20 I (shop) all day and |
haven't a penny left. 21 We (live) here since 1977. 22 I'm on a diet. | (eat)
nothing but bananas for the last month. 23 The children (look) forward to
this holiday for months. 24 That pipe (leak) for ages. We must get it
mended. 25 Tom (dig) in the garden all afternoon and | (help) him. 26 |
(ask) you to mend that window for six weeks. When are you going to do
it? 27 Someone (use) my bicycle. The chain's fallen off. 28 How long you
(drive)? - | (drive) for ten years. 29 The trial (go) on for a long time. |
wonder what the verdict will be. 30 It (snow) for three days now. The
roads will be blocked if it doesn't stop soon. 31 Mary (cry)? - No, she (not
cry), she (peel) onions. 32 The car (make) a very curious noise ever since
it ran out of oil. 33 He walked very unsteadily up the stairs and his wife
said, "You (drink)!" 34 Your fingers are very brown. You (smoke) too
much. 35 You usually know when someone (eat) garlic. 36 Ever since he
came to us that man (try) to make trouble.

Ex. 50 Use the Present Continuous or the Present Perfect
Continuous in the following sentences:

1. "There's a man sitting at the first table near the door. He (to look) at
us," she said. "He is, but what of it?" "l (to meet) him everywhere of late."
2. Ever since my University days | (to study) the history of Russia. Now |
(to read) books on the Civil War. 3.1 know you (to ask) for somebody with
experience on your staff. There is a doctor in our laboratory who might
interest you. But he now (to finish) an experiment. 4. "I (to visit) with
friends." "How long you (to stay) with your friends?" 5. The door was
opened by Mrs Pitt. "Well, well, you're just in time. | (to make) some
cakes. And your father (to have) break fast." 6. "Where's my daughter?"
"She (to talk) to a policemen."” "What's happened?" "She (to drive) without
a license." 7. "I hope you (to do) well?" "Splendid. | was very sorry that
you left us. We (to do) better ever since." 8. "Hello," she said. "I'm glad
you (to have) lunch here. I (to want) to talk to you." 9. "We (to stay) here
nearly a week." "l hope you (not to think) of leaving." 10. "The girl (to
wait) to see you, doctor.” "How long she (to wait)?"

Ex. 51 Make up situations to justify the use of the Present
Continuous and the Present Perfect Continuous in the following pairs
of sentences:

1. We're having a good laugh over everything. We've been having a
good laugh over everything. 2. I'm doing it just this way. I've been doing it
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just this way. 3. What is going on in here? What has been going on in here?
4. He is saying funny things about you. He has been saying funny things
about you. 5. What are you doing? What have you been doing? 6. I'm
wondering if you just dislike me. I've been wondering if you just dislike
me. 7. She is accusing me of things. She has been accusing me of things. 8.
He is behaving very well. He has been behaving very well.

Ex. 52 Say what has just been happening to cause the state of things
expressed in the following sentences:

1. His clothes are wet. (to walk in the rain) 2. You look upset, (to say
dreadful things about ...) 3. I'm so glad to be able to talk to someone. (to
have a very dull time) 4. Why do you think | ought to give up my work?
(to talk to the doctor) 5. You look excited. (to try to talk someone out of
doing something) 6. He is very tired. (to overwork) 7. The streets are wet.
(to rain) 8.1 can't write a loving letter now. (to write too many official
papers) 9. The air in the room is hazy. (to smoke a great deal)

Ex. 53 Fill the spaces in the following sentences by using for or
since:

1 We’ve been fishing . . . two hours. 2 I’ve been working in this office
...amonth. 3 They’ve been living in France . .. 1970. 4 He has been in
prison . . . ayear. 5 I’ve known that . . . a long time. 6 That man has been
standing there . . . six o’clock. 7 She has driven the same car . .. 1975. 8
Things have changed . . . | was a girl. 9 The kettle has been boiling . . . a
quarter of an hour. 10 The central heating has been on . . . October.
11 That trunk has been in the hall . . . a year. 12 He has been very ill . . .
the last month. 13 I’ve been using this machine . . . twelve years. 14 We’ve
been waiting . . . half an hour. 15 Mr Pitt has been in hospital . . . his
accident. 16 He hasn’t spoken to me . . . the last committee meeting. 17 |
have been very patient with you . . . several years. 18 They have been on
strike . . . November. 19 The strike has lasted . . . six months. 20 It has
been very foggy . . . early morning. 21 They have been quarrelling ever . . .
they got married. 22 I’ve been awake . . . four o’clock. 23 I’ve been awake
... along time. 24 We’ve had no gas . . . the strike began. 25 I’ve earned

my own living . . . | left school. 26 Nobody has seen him . . . last week. 27
The police have been looking for me . . . four days. 28 | haven’t worn low-
heeled shoes . . . | was at school. 29 He had a bad fall last week and . . .

then he hasn’t left the house. 30 He has been under water . . . half an hour.
31 That tree has been there . . . 2,000 years. 32 He has been Minister of
Education . . . 1983. 33 I’ve been trying to open this door . . . forty-five
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minutes. 34 He hasn’t eaten anything . . . twenty-four hours. 35 We’ve had
terrible weather . . . the last month. 36 Nobody has come to see us . . . we
bought these bloodhounds.

EX. 54 The present perfect with for and since:

Part I  Answer the following questions as shown in the examples:

Can you skate? (three years) Yes, but | haven't skated for three years.

Could you climb a rope? (I left school)  Yes, | suppose | could, but I
haven't climbed one since | left school.

1 Can you play chess? (ten years) 2 Can you sing? (I came to
England) 3 Could you milk a cow? (I left my father's farm) 4 Can you
put up a tent? (I went camping two years ago) 5 Can you make Yorkshire
pudding? (over a year) 6 Can you read Latin? (I left school) 7 Could you
bath a baby? (fifteen years) 8 Could you repair a radio? (I left the army) 9
Can you ski? (my last holiday) 10 Can you read a map? (quite a long time)
11 Could you make a basket? (I was in hospital) 12 Can you sew on
buttons? (I got married) 13 Can you drive a car? (over six months) 14
Could you take someone's temperature? (years) 15 Can you ride a motor
cycle? (I was at the university) 16 Can you row a boat? (1977) 17 Can
you paint in oils? (some time) 18 Can you type? (years and years)

Part 2 Rephrase the following sentences, using the present perfect tense
with for or since:

| last read a newspaper on June - | haven't read a newspaper since
June.

It is two years since | saw Tom. - | haven't seen Tom for two years.

19 It's two years since | had a puncture. 20 It's two months since he
earned any money. 21 He last shaved the day before yesterday. 22 1 last
drank champagne at my brother's wedding. 23 It's two years since | was
last in Rome. 24 | saw Tom last on his wedding day. 25 | last ate raw fish
when | was in Japan. 26 It's years since Mary last spoke French. 27 It's
ten weeks since | last had a good night's sleep. 28 He last paid taxes in
1970. 29 1 last ate meat five years ago. (Omit ago.) 30 It's three months
since the windows were cleaned. 31 It's years since | took any
photographs. 32 1 last watched TV on New Year's Day. 33 It's three
months since he wrote to me. 34 | was last paid six months ago. (My pay is
six months in arrears.) 35 The last time | was abroad was in the summer
of 1978. 36 It's ten years since that house was lived in.

Ex. 55 Translate the following into English concentrating on the use
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of Present Perfect Continuous:

1. Korma oHu ocrtamuch OJIHM, OHa crpocuia: «YTo 31ech Hpowuc
xoamio?» 2. «A 4to, ecnu s nonpoury Ounurnmna 0JI0HKUTh MHE JIEHET?»
— «[TonpoOyii. OH TOJIBKO YTO C PHIOATKHA. ITO MOIXOSIINI MOMEHTY. 3.
«Kakue y 1eb0s xonomHble pyku, Mopul»— «J/la, s cumgena y okHa u
npoBepsiia Terpaan». 4. «A BoT ToI e, Tom! A g Bce nckan teds. Tam
KaKOM-TO MOJIOJIOM YeNoBeK Xo4eT BuaeTh TeOsi». 5. Ilpu crporux
POAUTENAX U JIBYX CTApIIUX OpaThsX 51 BCEra TOJbKO U CIbIIIAJ, KaK KTO-
HUOynb ToBOpWa MHE: «@Pumunm, Tede OKHO OBITh CTBITHO». 6.
«/3BUHU, YTO 5 OMO3/aaJl, MaMa. MHe HyHO ObUIO MOeXaTh B TOPO, U 5
rnonaji moJ JOXIb U MPOMOK HACKBO3b. S mepeoaeBancs». 7. «u! A rue
xe Bce?» — <« ceituac cmyurycb, — OTKIMKHYynach Jommum. — A
3aKpbIBajia OkHay. 8. OH nmobjarogapwi cecTpy 3a MOAapOK U CKazal: «ITO
KakK pa3 To, YTO MHE HYHO. Bce Moe 1iepcTsiHoe Oelbe Chena MOJIb.

Unit 9 The difference between the Present Perfect
Continuous and the Present Perfect

1 The Present Perfect Continuous describes the action as a continuous,
extended activity, whereas the Present Perfect looks more at the idea of
completion and present result.

The continuous form does not tell us whether the action is finished or
not. Although the person speaking may not be performing the action at the
time of speaking, they may be going to continue doing it after speaking -
the activity is not ‘complete’.

Sorry about the mess -I've been painting the house. (focus on continuous
activity)

| 've painted two rooms since lunchtime. (focus on result).

| think she has slept enough. -1l wake her up. (focus on result)

The simple form refers to a more or less ‘direct’ result, while with the
continuous form the result is usually *indirect’, or a "side-effect’.
I've washed the car. (It's very clean now.)

I've been washing the car. (That's why I'm wet.)

The continuous form is often used to answer "Why...?' questions - in
the above example, it might have been in response to the question 'Why are
you wet?',

When 'just’ is used the result referred to is often indirect, and this form
can be used if you want to make it clear that the action is complete while at
the same time explaining an indirect result of the action:
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I've just washed the car, which is why I'm wet.

2 We often prefer the Present Perfect Continuous to talk about more
temporary actions and situations; when we talk about longer-lasting or
permanent situations we often prefer the Present Perfect:

That man has been standing on the corner the whole day.

For 900 years the castle has stood o the hill above the village

A common situation where the continuous form is used is to imply that the
situation is about to change:

Permanent situation: People have eaten less meat over the last 20 years
Temporary situation: People have been eating less meat recently because
of the crisis.

I've been living here for ten years. | think it's time | moved on.

Note that the normal restrictions apply to verbs that don't take continuous
forms:

I've had this car since 1987. It's time | changed it.

3 If we mention a number of times the activity or event was repeated,
or the number of things that have been done we use the Present Perfect
rather than the Present Perfect Continuous:

Compare:
I've been writing letters since breakfast.
I've written six letters since breakfast.

4 When we want to emphasize that a situation has changed over a
period of time up to now and may continue to change, we prefer the
present perfect continuous to the present perfect:

The pollution problem has been getting worse over the last decade.

But if we talk about some specific change over a period of time, which
ends now, to focus on the result of the change, we use the Present Perfect:
Prices have decreased by 7%.

5 With some verbs naturally suggesting the idea of continuity (durative
verbs) like expect, hope, learn, lie, live, look, rain, sleep, sit, snow,
stand, stay, study, teach, travel, play wait, want, work etc. both the
Present Perfect Continuous and the Present Perfect can be used with a
slight difference in meaning:

How long have you learnt English?
How long have you been learning English
I've worked here for five years.
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I've been working here for five years.

The first form here can be considered the 'neutral’, or normal, form. The
sentence simply says how long this (your having the job, learning English)
has been the case.

The second sentence, in the continuous form, would be used in slightly
different situations. For example:

Jane :  You put those papers in the green filing cabinet.

Alan: You don't have to tell me that. - I've been working here for five
years, you know!

6 The Present Perfect is used with the stative verbs and in negative
sentences instead of the present perfect continuous with since and for to
say how long something has been happening:
| 've loved her since she was a child.

Practice

Ex. 56 Explain why Present Perfect and not the Present Perfect
Continuous is used in the following sentences:

I. Then about a year ago he disappeared and I've never heard from him
since. 2. "Good evening, Mrs Elliot, you look blooming tonight.” "Oh, not
really, 1 haven't had a minute since | came in." 3. He's made nothing but
trouble for years. 4. He hasn't been seen for a week. He is said to be on
holidays. 5.1 don't think he's changed in the thirty years I've known him. 6.
I'm going to eat something. | haven't had anything since last night. 7. They
heard a step behind them and turning saw Wilmott coming up to them.
"Here | am!" he said. "Have you waited long?" 8. Meg said: "We haven't
had lessons lately. It's too hot." 9. This is the happiest evening I've had in a
long while. 10. "You are late for tea, Philip," she said. "No, I'm not late,
Mumma," he returned. "I've been in for some time."

Ex. 57 Use the Present Perfect Continuous or Present Perfect in the
following sentences:

1. I (to be) busy since we last met. 2. I'm very fond of Alice but I (not to
see) much of her lately. 3. "How quickly your mood changes! You look
drained.” "I (to walk) around all day. | (to have) a few drinks and nothing
to eat." 4. But | (to cook, to clean) and (to dig) for three days and I'm tired.
5. "I don't think your mother expects you to become an electrician." "What
she (to say) to you?" "Nothing." 6. Imagine how much they (to learn) since
they (to be) here. 7. "Shall we sit down or do you prefer to stand?" "I (to
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sit) down in my office, so | am quite happy to stand.” 8.1 found him
waiting downstairs at the house door to let me in. "I'm sorry," | said, "I
hope you (not to stand) here long." 9. There (to be) no guests at all since |
left? 10. The other chap is a man who threw up his job ten years ago and he
(not to work) since. 11. "My son is not a bad boy. But he's going through a
difficult phase."" "He (to go) through this difficult phase for fifteen years."
12. He's an old friend. | (to know) him for ages. 13. You (to see) anything
of Mary lately? 14.Do you know of any good books coming out soon? |
(not to read) anything amusing for ages. 15.1 know the names of everyone
in the village. | (to live) here all my life. 16. "What do you suppose was
wrong with the pony that he should go into the ditch?" asked Meg. "He (to
go) into the ditch ever since | (to know) him," said the doctor, "and | (to
know) him twenty-five years." 17.Winifred has got a young man she (to
have) dates with for ages and she won't tell me anything about him.

Ex. 58 Translate the following into English concentrating on the use
of the Present Perfect and the Present Perfect Continuous:

1. Mg ¢ Bammim OGpaToM roBOpUIM ceroaHs 00 3ToM aene. [loatomy s u
MpUIIET NOBUJATHCS ¢ BaMu. 2. «S1 Bce qyman o0 3TOM KHUTe, — CKazal
OH, — W IpUIIET K 3aKJIIOYCHHIO, UTO Mbl HE MOXEM €€ HaredaraTby. 3.
«I'py3oBuk Bce emie Tam?» — «Jla. OHM yxe aBa 4aca paboTaroT,
NBITAIOTCA CABUHYTH €ro. Ho uMm 310 eme He ymanock». 4. «YUto ThI
nenana, [I1>1? Tel Bca B 3emuien. 5. «Hy, Tbl Beap cibliaia o Moy, 1a?»
— <41 cubiy o Hel yxke nBa rogax». 6. «llociienHee Bpems s 3aMevaro B
TeOe Kakue-To u3meHenus». 7. «Hy kak 1o1?» — «Hemnoro ycrana. A
BECh JEHb CKpeOisia CTeHbI». 8. Manpuuiike HykHa nopka. OH y»e MHOTO
MeCSILEB HampamuBaeTcsa Ha Hee. 9. «Tom um s, — ckaszana oHa BecCelo,
BXOJld B KOMHATy, — TaK XOpOLIO MpoOBEAu Bpems. Mbl cmoTpenu
anpooMbI». 10. «Sl oUeHb JOBOJIEH TEM MECTOM, KOTOpoe BeiOpai. S Oyay
MUATAThCS SITOJIaMU U PHIOOM M YUTaTh BCE T€ KHUTHM, KOTOPHIC S JIaBHO
XOTEJI MPOYUTaTh». — «A TH€ Bbl BO3bMETE UX?» — «Sl mpuBe3 HX C
coboit». 11. «Jrta OosibHMIIA OKa3ajach OYEHb XOpPOUIEH AJid HU3y4YeHUs
A3bIKOB, — CKa3aya JaeBymka. — C TeX mop Kak s 3]1eCh, s TOBOPIO TIO-
(bpaHIry3CKH ¢ IBYMs TOKTOpaMHU U MO-HEMEIKU C HSIHSMU, U 1 HaOpasach
MOPSAOYHO HKCIAHCKOTO OT OJHOIO TamueHTa. [id 3aHATUA My3bIKOU
TOXeE. Sl MPAKTUKYIOCh KaXIbIM NEHb. A TIOCICIHUE HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB 5
3aHAMAIOCh HA Kypcax MO UCTOPUU MY3BIKH.

Ex. 59 Put the verbs in brackets into the present perfect simple or
present perfect continuous:
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Tim Bryant, a magazine journalist, is interviewing Margaret Rodwell,
the founder of a successful company.

TB: So why do you think your company l.has been, (be) so successful?

MR: Well, our products 2.......... (fill) a large gap in the market and |
think one of the most important things is that we 3............... (always
listen) to our clients and we 4.......... (act) on their comments and
suggestions.

TB: And what's a typical day for you?

MR: Well, take today for example. I 5............ (interview) candidates for
a marketing executive post.

TB: And how many 6................ (you/interview)?

MR:Er, I 7............. (interview) four so far. And 1 8.................. (talk) to
clients on the phone on and off all day. | seem to spend a lot of time on the
phone. I 9.......... (discuss) some new ideas with them for the transportation
and delivery of our products.

TB: Mm, it sounds like a very busy day.

MR: Oh, that's only part of it. | 10.................. (have) two meetings, one
with Union representatives and one with departmental heads. And | "11
................. (also work) on a proposal for a new marketing strategy.

TB: And it's not two o'clock yet!

MR: No, but of course | 12.................... (be) here since seven o'clock
this morning.

TB: Gosh. And, | hope you don't mind my mentioning this Ms Rodwell,
but some rumours 13................ (circulate) about your possible engagement

to Mr Grimaldi, the banker.

MR: No, there will be no engagement, though it's true that Mr Grimaldi
and 1 14.........ccoceeine. (see) each other. That's no secret.

TB: When you get the time, | suppose. And is it also true that you
15........... (learn) Russian with a view to introducing your products there?

MR: Yes, | have, but | 16............... (not learn) much yet; there's still a
long way for me to go.

Ex. 60 Put the verbs in brackets into the present perfect or the
present perfect continuous tense. (In some cases either could be used.)

1 We (walk) ten kilometres. 2 We (walk) for three hours. 3 You
(walk) too fast. That's why you are tired. 4 1 (make) sausage rolls for the
party all the morning. 5 How many you (make)? - | (make) 200. 6 That
boy (eat) seven ice-creams. 7 He (not stop) eating since he arrived. 8 The
driver (drink). | think someone else ought to drive. 9 | (pull) up 100
dandelions. 10 1 (pull) up dandelions all day. 11 What you (do)? - We
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(pick) apples. 12 How many you (pick)? - We (pick) ten basketfuls. 13 |
(sleep) on every bed in this house and | don't like any of them. 14 He
(sleep) since ten o'clock. It's time he woke up. 15 He (ride); that's why he
Is wearing breeches. 16 1 (ride) all the horses in this stable. 17 What a
lovely smell! - Mary (make) jam. 18 The students (work) very well this
term. 19 | only (hear) from him twice since he went away. 20 | (hear) from
her regularly. She is a very good correspondent. 21 | (grease) my car.
That's why my hands are so dirty. 22 | (polish) this table all the morning
and she isn't satisfied with it yet. 23 | (work) for him for ten years and he
never once (say) 'Good morning' to me. 24 He (teach) in this school for
five years. 25 | (teach) hundreds of students but I never (meet) such a
hopeless class as this. 26 Why you (be) so long in the garage? - The tyres
were flat; | (pump) them up. 27 | (pump) up three tyres. Would you like to
do the fourth? 28 | (look) for mushrooms but I (not find) any. 29 He
(cough) a lot lately. He ought to give up smoking. 30 You (hear) the news?
Tom and Ann are engaged! - That's not new; | (know) it for ages! 31 | (try)
to finish this letter for the last half-hour. | wish you'd go away or stop
talking. - | hardly (say) anything. 32 The driver of that car (sound) his horn
for the last ten minutes. 33 It (rain) for two hours and the ground is too wet
to play on, so the match (be) postponed 34 He (hope) for a rise in salary for
six months but he (not dare) to ask for it yet. 35 Mr Smith, you (whisper)
to the student on your right for the last five minutes. You (help) him with
his exam paper or he (help) you? 36 Why you (make) such a horrible
noise? - | (lose) my key and | (try) to wake my wife by throwing stones at
he window. - You (throw) stones at the wrong window. You live next door.

Ex. 61 Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense: present
perfect simple or present perfect continuous:

1 Peter: You (telephone) for ages. You not nearly (finish)? Jack: | (not
get) through yet. | (try) to get our Paris office but the line (be) engaged all
morning. 2 Ann (fail) her driving test three times because she's so bad at
reversing. But she  (practise) reversing for the last week and | think she
(get) a bit better at it. 3 Tom: | often (wonder) why Bill left the country so
suddenly. Peter: Actually, I just (find) out. 4 He (play) the bagpipes since
six o'clock this morning. He only just (stop). 5 Why you (not bring) me the
letters for signature? You (not type) them yet? 6 Tom (looking up absent-
mindedly as Mary comes in): You (sunbathe)? Mary (crossly): Don't be
ridiculous! It (rain) all day! 7 A pair of robins (build) a nest in the porch
since last week. | (watch them from my window since they began. 8 The
police (not find) the murderer yet, but the dead man's brother (be) in the
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station all day. The police say that he (help) them with their enquiries. 9
They (pull) down most of the houses in this street, but they (not touch) the
old shop at the corner yet. 10 Tom is convinced that there is gold in these
hills but we (search) for six months and (not see) any sign of it. 11 | (wait)
for the prices of the houses to come down before buying a house, but I
think | (wait) too long and the prices are beginning to go up again. 12 Peter
(be) a junior clerk for three years. Lately he (look) for a better post but so
far he (not find) anything. 13 | (do) housework all morning and | (not
finish) yet. - I (do) mine already. | always start at 6 a.m. 14 1 just (pick) ten
pounds of strawberries! | (grow) strawberries for years but I never (have)
such a good crop before. 15 What you (do) with the corkscrew? The point
is broken off. - I'm afraid | (use) it to make holes in this tin. 16 She just
(sell) two of her own paintings. - She's lucky. | (paint) for five years and |
(not sell) a single picture yet. 17 They are throwing crockery at each other
in the next flat. - This (happen) before? - Well, they (have) a good many
rows but this is the first time they (throw) crockery. 18 What you (do) with
my typewriter? | can't find it anywhere. - Tom just (go) off with it. He says
he'll bring it back when he (finish). 19 He (work) for Crow Brothers for
forty years and never once (be) late. The firm just (present) him with a
gold watch as a sign of their appreciation. 20 We (mend) sheets all
morning but we only (do) three, and now the sewing machine (break)
down so we'll be even slower with the next one. 21 George (collect)
matchboxes ever since he left school. Now he (collect) so many that he
doesn't know where to put them. 22 | (look) through my old photograph
album. It's full of photographs of people whose names | completely
(forget). | wonder what (happen) to them all. 23 It was lovely at eleven
o'clock, but since then the sky (get) steadily darker and the wind (rise). I'm
afraid the fine spell (come) to an end. 24 Since he became Mayor, my
brother reckons that he (eat) 30 official lunches and 22 official dinners, and
he (lose) count of the number of receptions and parties that he (attend). -
He (put) on a lot of weight? 25 Secretary: Customers (ring) up all morning
complaining about getting incorrect bills. Manager: | know; something
(go) wrong with our computer. The mechanic (work) on it. | hope he
(find) out what's wrong. 26 Someone (use) my umbrella! It's all wet! And
it was wet yesterday and the day before! - Well, it wasn't me. | (not be) out
of the house for a week! 27 | (stand) in this queue for ages. It (not move) at
all in the last five minutes. | think the man in the ticket office just (shut) his
window and (go) off for lunch. 28 The Town Council (consider) my
application for permission to build | a garage for three months. They just
(give) my neighbour permission to build one, so | hope they (decide) to let
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me have one too. 29 You look exhausted! - Yes, I (play) tennis and | (not
play) for years, so I'm not used to it. 30 They began widening this road
three weeks ago; but the workmen (be) on strike for the last fortnight so
they (not get) very far with it. 31 That man (stand) at the bus stop for the
last half hour. Shall I tell him that the last bus already (go)? 32 | wonder if
anything (happen) to Tom. | (wait) an hour now. He often (keep) me
waiting but he never (be) quite so late as this. 33 Mrs Brown (live) next
door for quite a long time now but she never (say) more than 'Good
morning' to me. 34 | just (remember) that | (not pay) the rent yet. I am
surprised that the landlord (not ring) me up to remind me. - It is the first
time you (be) late with the rent in 25 years. He probably thinks that you
(pay) and he (lose) the cheque. 35 Shop assistant: Could you give me some
proof of your identity, madam? Customer: But | (shop) here for fifteen
years! Shop assistant: | know, madam, but apparently the company (lose) a
lot of money lately through dud cheques and they (make) new regulations
which we (be told) to apply to all customers no matter how long we (know)
them. 36 What you (do)? | (look) for you for ages. - | (build) a barbecue in
the garden.

Unit 10 The Present Perfect or the Past Simple

1 The present perfect can never be used with adverbs which describe
finished time periods, such as yesterday, five minutes ago and at three
o'clock. If a time adverb is used with the present perfect, it should describe
a time period which is unfinished.

Table 5
Time Adverbs

Unfinished Time Finished Time
today yesterday
this week last week
this year last year
this morning* this morning*
this afternoon* this afternoon*
this evening -
during the last two years |during the summer
since | left school before | saw you
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- at six o'clock
- when | met him.
- five minutes ago

ever -
just -
* Can be finished or unfinished, depending on the time of day

The teacher hasn't arrived yet. (She might still arrive.)

The teacher didn't arrive (The class is over, he can't arrive now)

I've spent $20 today. (I can still spend money.)

| spent $20 this morning (‘this morning' is over, | can't spend any more
money 'this morning')

Also use the past simple, even with an adverb of unfinished time, if the
action can no longer happen:

| went to the shops today.  (But the shops are now closed...)

2 Past simple is used with a definite place for an event because this may
suggest a definite time:
| left my bag on the train.
Why didn't you speak to my father yourself on the boat?
Did you see him at the theatre? (= when you were at the theatre? You are
not at the theatre now)
| ran into her in Oxford Street. (= when | was in Oxford Street)
Where have you been? - I've been to the opera. - Did you enjoy it? (you are
not at the opera now)

3 Similarly, it is the Past Indefinite that is used in questions
introduced by when,
When did you actually arrive?
The Past Indefinite is also used in special questions beginning with
where and how when they refer to the past events.
Where is my hat? Where did | leave my hat?"
The question Where have you been? can be asked of the person who has
just come.
'Hello, Mum. I'm sorry I'm late" "Where have you been?"
In all other cases it should be Where were you?
"Did the party go off nicely?" "I don't know. | wasn't there." "Where
were you?'
Similarly:
Have you had a good holiday? (You have just returned)
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Did you have a good holiday? (Your holiday finished some time before the
question)

In special questions beginning with other interrogative words (who,
what, why, what ... for etc.), both the Present Perfect and the Past
Indefinite are possible. We normally use the Simple present perfect when
we are thinking about past events together with their present results.
However we prefer a simple past when we identify the person, thing or
circumstances responsible for a present situation (we focuse on a past
cause, not on a present result):

Someone has let the cat in. Who let the cat in?

That’s a nice picture. Did you paint it yourself?

How did you get this bruise?

Why are you crying? - Jack hit me.

"What have | done against you?" "Why can't we get on?"(present
result)

"l know she gave him a good scolding.” "What did he do?"

"Dorothy's gone to a garden party." "Why haven't you gone too?"(You
are here now-result)

4 Remember that we use the present perfect to describe an action that
can still happen
She has starred in a lot of major films. (She’s still alive and acting)
She starred in a lot of major films. (Her acting career is finished or she’s
dead)
So, the simple past tense is used for an action whose time is not given but
which occurred at a moment in a period of time now terminated.
My grandmother once saw Queen Victoria.
Did you ever hear Maria Callas sing?

5 Expectation and reality: we use a past tense to refer to a belief that
has just been shown to be true or false:
It’s not as big as | expected.
You are older than | thought.
But you promised!
Remember the following expressions:

Ymo Boi ckazanu? What did you say?
Tenepw st noHsiLn Now | understand.
A ne civian Bawezo sonpoca | didn’t hear your question.

Mne ckazanu, umo on 6 Jlonoone. 1’m told that he is in London.
A civtwan, umo on 6 Mockee. | hear that he is in Moscow.
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6 You sometimes use a past tense rather than a present tense when you
want to be more polite. For example, in the following pairs of sentences,
the second one is more polite.

Do you want to see me now?

Did you want to see me now?

| wonder if you can help me.

| was wondering if you could help me.

Practice

Ex. 62 Explain the use of the Present Perfect and the Past Indefinite
in the following questions:

1. Why hasn't he let us know where he is? It simply isn't like him. 2.
Why did you give your son that kind of education then? 3. "What time is
it?" "Almost nine o'clock.” "Damn," he swore. "Why didn't someone wake
me?" 4. When did the tragedy occur? 5. "What's happened?" he thought.
"How did they get here?" 6. "I'm going to see Mr Warren," she said. "He's
in St Joseph's Hospital." Her father turned from the TV. "What happened
to him?" "He had an accident. He says it's nothing serious." 7. Where's my
hat? Where did I leave my hat? 8. "And I've got a bit of money. We could
get ourselves a nice flat." "Where did you get the money from?"9. "Miss
Drake," he said later. "How long have you known Roger?" "Nearly a year.
He's told me a lot about you." "What did he say?" 10. "How long were you
in hospital with that wound?" she asked. 11. "Well, this is a hell of a mess
you have got into. | don't wonder you are upset." "How did you find
out?" 12. Then | thought of the other summer and of Laura. "How long did
Laura stay there altogether?" 13. As Rosemary entered her room, her
mother called to her: "Where have you been?" 14. When did she leave for
a swim? 15. You seem to know a lot about your neighbours. How long
have you lived here?

Ex. 63 Explain the use of the Present Perfect and the Past Indefinite
in the following sentences containing an indication of a period of time:

I."l hear you went to the dentist this morning.” "Yes. | had three teeth
filled." 2. He laughed. "My," said Peggy, very pleased, "you got off the
right side of the bed this morning, didn't you?" 3. That man was here again
this afternoon, asking for you. 4. "Where is my brother?" "He's not been in
all afternoon.” 5. At Corfu you find people playing cricket. Watching them
you remember that Corfu was under British rule for fifty years and cricket,
obviously, is a heritage of those days. 6. "Mr Ferrier wishes to speak to you
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on the telephone, Sir," she said. "He has called up three times this
morning." 7. "What's going on here?" Mel sighed: "We've had a storm for
three days. It's created emergency situations.” 8. "Have you seen Mary this
morning?" she asked the boy as she gave him his morning milk. "No. She
Is sick." "How do you know?" "She didn't come out of her room." 9. "I
used to know the Pimleys. But | haven't seen them for years," he said. 10.
When they were strolling along the beach, Wilmott said to the doctor: "Do
you know, | was surprised to hear you quote poetry this evening." 11.1 was
an officer in the Territorials myself for a few years. | had to give it up for
health reasons. 12.1've had a rather nasty pain in my knee at times lately. It
caught me this morning in a devilish fashion. 13.She drew down his head
and pressed her cheek to his. "'l say, your cheek is like a grater! You have
not shaved today." 14. "When did she bring it here?" "She left it on the
door-step today."

EX. 64 Use the Present Perfect or the Past Indefinite in the following
sentences which contain an indication of a period of time:

1. "Listen," he said, "my father (to fight) for four years in the last war."
2.1 (to meet) your boy-friend and {to have) a long talk with him today. 3.
"Don't go, Philip," said his mother. "l scarcely (to see) you today." 4.
"Good morning, Mother," he said kissing the top of her head, "you (to
sleep) late this morning." 5.1 was at school with Alec. Then we (not to see)
each other for years. 6.1 (to have) coffee with a friend of yours at the Union
today. 7. I'm taking my wife out tonight. She (not to have) any fun for a
long time. 8. "Has Meggie eaten her tea?" "No. Not a bite. Nor dinner
either."” "Why, this is awful. The child (not to have) a bite all day." 9.
Unsmiling she (to regard) him steadily for a long time. He then stopped
walking about and looked equally steadily at her. 10.1 dare say you (not to
have) a night's sleep or a proper meal this week. 11. Entering her bedroom
her mother said: "Pat, dear, aren't you well? Don't you think that a cup of
tea would be nice? We (to have) the first strawberries this morning." 12.
"You (to see) Father this afternoon?" she asked coming in from the garden.
13. You are just in time to hear a nice bit of news. Our neighbour is
engaged to be married. He (to bring) me the news himself this morning. 14.
“I'm sorry I'm late," he said. "Everything (to seem) to hold me up this
evening."

Ex. 65 The present perfect and the simple past:

(@) Fill the spaces by repeating the auxiliary used in the question,
putting it into the negative where necessary.
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Put the verb in brackets into the present perfect or the simple past tense.
e.g: Have you seen that play?
(@) Yes, | have.
(b) Yes, I (be) there last night.
Yes, | was there last night.
1 Have you wound the clock?
(@) Yes, I ...
(b) Yes, I (wind) it on Monday
2 Have you ever eaten snails?
(@ No, I ...
(b) Yes, | (eat) some at Tom's party last week.
3 Have they repaired the road?
(@) No, they . ..
(b) They only (repair) part of it so far.
4 Have they done their homework?
(@) Yes, they (do) it all.
(b) Yes, they (do) it before they left school.
5 Have you been to the opera this  week?
(@) Yes, I ...
(b) Yes, I (go) to Faust on Friday.
6 Have you found the matches?
(@ No, I ...
(b) No, I (not find) them yet.
7 Have you seen him lately?
(@ No, I ...
(b) No, I (not see) him since Christmas.
8 Have you been here before?
(@) No, I ...
(b) Yes, I (be) here several times.

Ex. 66 Make up situations to justify the use of the Present Perfect
and the Past Indefinite in the following pairs of sentences containing
an indication of a period of time:

1. | haven't read the paper this morning. | didn't read the paper this
morning. 2. We haven't seen them for years. We didn't see them for years.
3. He hasn't gone to bed for two days. He didn't go to bed for two days. 4.
He has been a teacher for ten years. He was a teacher for ten years. 5. I've
had a letter from him today. | had a letter from him today. 6.Have you seen
him this afternoon? Did you see him this afternoon? 7. We haven't
corresponded for months. We didn't correspond for months. 8. He has

77



called me up from London three times this week. He called me up from
London three times this week. 9. I've met them both this afternoon. | met
them both this afternoon.

Ex. 67 Put the verbs in brackets into the present perfect or the
simple past tense. In some sentences the present perfect continuous is
also possible:

1 This is my house. - How long you (live) here? - | (live) here since
1970. 2 He (live) in London for two years and then (go) to Edinburgh. 3
You (wear) your hair long when you were at school? - Yes, my mother
(insist) on it. 4 But when | (leave) school I (cut) my hair and (wear) it short
ever since. 5 Shakespeare (write) a lot of plays.6 My brother (write)
several plays. He just (finish) his second tragedy. 7 | (fly) over Loch Ness
last week. -You (see) the Loch Ness monster? 8 | (not see) him for three
years. | wonder where he is. 9 He (not smoke) for two weeks. He is trying
to give it up. 10 Chopin (compose) some of his music in Majorca. 11 When
he (arrive)? - He (arrive) at 2.00. 12 You (lock) the door before you left the
house? 13 | (read) his books when | was at school. | (enjoy) them very
much. 14 | can't go out because | (not finish) my work. 15 | never (drink)
whisky. - Well, have some now. 16 | (write) the letter but I can't find a
stamp. 17 The clock is slow. - It isn't slow, it (stop). 18 Here are your
shoes; | just (clean) them. 19 | (leave) home at 8.00 and (get) here at
twelve. 20 | (do) this sort of work when | (be) an apprentice. 21 He just
(go) out. 22 He (go) out ten minutes ago. 23 You (have) breakfast yet? -
Yes, | (have) it at 8.00. 24 | (meet) him last June. 25 You (see) the moon
last night? 26 The concert (begin) at 2.30 and (last) for two hours.
Everyone (enjoy) it very much. 27 The play just (begin). You are a little
late. 28 The newspaper (come)? - Yes, Ann is reading it. 29 The actors
(arrive) yesterday and (start) rehearsals early this morning. 30 It (be) very
cold this year. | wonder when it is going to get warmer. 31 Cervantes
(write) Don Quixote. 32 We (miss) the bus. Now we'll have to walk. 33 He
(break) his leg in a skiing accident last year. 34 Mr. Pound is the bank
manager. He (be) here for five years. 35 Mr Count (work) as a cashier for
twenty-five years. Then he (retire) and (go) to live in the country.36 You
(be) here before? - Yes, | (spend) my holidays here last year. - You (have)
a good time? - No, it never (stop) raining.

Ex. 68 Put the verbs in brackets into the present perfect or simple

past tense:
1 Where is Tom?- | (not see) him today, but he (tell) Mary that he'd be
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in for dinner. 2 | (buy) this in Bond Street. -How much you (pay) for it? - |
(pay) J100. 3 Where you (find) this knife? -1 (find) it in the garden. -Why
you (not leave) it there?4 | (lose) my black gloves. You (see) them
anywhere? - No, I'm afraid 1.... When you last (wear) them? - | (wear)
them at the theatre last night. - Perhaps you (leave) them at the theatre. 5
Do you know that lady who just (leave) the shop? - Yes, that is Miss
Thrift. Is she a customer of yours? - Not exactly. She (be) in here several
times but she never (buy) anything. 6 He (leave) the house at 8.00. - Where
he (go)? - | (not see) where he (go). 7 He (serve) in the First World War. -
When that war (begin)? - It (begin) in 1914 and (last) for four years. 8 Who
you (vote) for at the last election? - | (vote) for Mr Pitt. - He (not be)
elected, (be) he? - No, he (lose) his deposit.9 You (like) your last job? - |
(like) it at first but then | (quarrel) with my employer and he (dismiss) me.
- How long you (be) there? - | (be) there for two weeks. 10 | (not know)
that you (know) Mrs Pitt. How long you (know) her? - I (know) her for ten
years. 11 That is Mr Minus, who teaches me mathematics, but he (not
have) time to teach me much. I only (be) in his class for a week. 12 You
(hear) his speech on the radio last night? - Yes, I . . . - What you (think) of
it? 13 | (not know) that you (be) here. You (be) here long? - Yes, | (be)
here two months. - You (be) to the Cathedral? - Yes, | (go) there last
Sunday. 14 You ever (try) to give up smoking? - Yes, | (try) last year, but
then | (find) that | was getting fat so | (start) again. 15 You (see) today's
paper? - No, anything interesting (happen)? Yes, two convicted murderers
(escape) from the prison down the road. 16 Mary (feed) the cat? - Yes, she
(feed) him before lunch. - What she (give) him? - She (give) him some
fish 17 How long you (know) your new assistant? - | (know) him for two
years. - What he (do) before he (come) here? - I think he (be) in prison. 18
| (not see) your aunt recently. - No. She (not be) out of her house since she
(buy) her colour TV.19 The plumber(be)here yet? - Yes, but he only (stay)
for an hour. - What he (do) in that time? - He (turn) off the water and
(empty) the tank. 20 Where you (be)? | (be) out in a yacht. - You (enjoy)
it? - Yes, very much. We (take) part in a race. - You (win)? - No, we
(come) in last. 21 How long that horrible monument (be) there? - It (be)
there six months. Lots of people (write) to the Town Council asking them
to take it away but so far nothing (be) done. 22 | just (be) to the film War
and Peace. You (see) it? - No, 1.... Is it like the book? - | (not read) the
book. - 1 (read) it when | (be) at school. - When Tolstoy (write) it? - He
(write) it in 1868. - He (write) anything else? 23 Hannibal (bring)
elephants across the Alps. - Why he (do) that? - He (want) to use them in
battle. 24 Where you (be)? - | (be) to the dentist. - He (take) out your bad
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tooth? - Yes, he . . . - It (hurt)?- Yes, horribly. 25 She (say) that she'd
phone me this morning, but it is now 12.30 and she (not phone) yet. 26 |
just (receive) a letter saying that we (not pay) this quarter's electricity bill. |
(not give) you the money for that last week? - Yes, you . . . but I'm afraid |
(spend) it on something else. 27 How long you (be) out of work? - I'm not
out of work now. | just (start) a new job. - How you (find) the job? -I
(answer) an advertisement in the paper. 28 You (finish) checking the
accounts? - No, not quite. | (do) about half so far. 29 | (cut) my hand
rather badly. Have you a bandage? - I'll get you one. How it (happen)? - |
was chopping some wood and the axe (slip). 30 How you (get) that scar? -
| (get) it in a car accident a year ago. 31 You (meet) my brother at the
lecture yesterday? - Yes, | .. .. We (have) coffee together afterwards. 32
He (lose) his job last month and since then he (be) out of work. - Why he
(lose) his job? - He (be) very rude to Mr Pitt. 33 What are all those people
looking at? - There (be) an accident. - You (see) what (happen)? - Yes, a
motor cycle (run) into a lorry. 34 | (phone) you twice yesterday and (get)
no answer. 35 Originally horses used in bull fights (not wear) any
protection, but for some time now they (wear) special padding, 36 That
house (be) empty for a year. But they just (take) down the 'For Sale' sign,
so | suppose someone (buy) it.

Ex. 69 Put the verbs in brackets into the: present perfect or simple
past. (In some cases the present perfect continuous is possible)

1 Paul: | (play) football since | was five years old. Tom: You (play)
since you (come) to England? Paul: Oh yes. | (play) quite a lot. | (join) a
club the day after | (arrive). 2 Tom: You (play) any matches? Paul: We
(play) about ten. We have two more to play. We (have) a very good
season, we (win) all our matches so far, though we (not really deserve) to
win the last one. 3 Tom: | (play) football when | (be) at school but when |
(leave) school I (drop) it and (take) up golf. 4 Ann: Hello, Jack! I (not see)
you for ages! Where you (be)? Jack: | (be) in Switzerland. | (mean) to send
you a postcard but I (not have) your address with me. Ann: Never mind.
You (have) a good time in Switzerland? How long you (be) there? Jack: |
(be) there for a month. | only just (get) back. Yes, | (enjoy) it thoroughly. |
(ski) all day and (dance) all night. 5 Ann: | (ski) when | (be) at the
university, but | (break) a leg five years ago and since then | (not do) any. 6
When | first (come) to this house, it (be) a very quiet area. But since then a
new housing estate (be) built and it (become) very noisy. 7 My son (not
start) work yet. He's still at the High School. - How long he (be) at school?
- He (be) at the High School for six years; before that he (spend) five years
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at the Primary School in Windmill Street. 8 | just (hear) that Peter is in
Australia. - Oh, you (not know)? He (fly) out at the beginning of the
month. - You (hear) from him? Does he like the life? - Yes, | (get) a letter
last week. He (tell) me about his job. But he (not say) whether he (like) the
life or not. Perhaps it's too soon to say. He only (be) there three weeks. 91
(not know) you (be) left-handed. - I'm not left-handed; but my oil-heater
(explode) yesterday and | (burn) my right hand, so | have to use my left. 10
This bicycle (be) in our family for fourteen years. My father (use) it for the
first five years, my brother (ride) it for the next five, and I (have) it for the
last four. 11 I hear that your MP, Mr Simpson, (make) a very clever speech
last night. How long he (be) your MP?- Oh, we only (have) him since
January. His predecessor Mr Alien (resign) suddenly because of ill-health
and there (be) a by-election. 12 | hear that Mr Jones (leave). - Yes, he
(leave) last week. - Anybody (be) appointed to take his place? - I believe
several men (apply) for the job but so far nothing (be) decided. 13 Peter
(meeting Ann at the airport): Hello, Ann. You (have) a good trip? Ann:
The actual flight (be) lovely, one of the best I (have) ever, but it (take) ages
to get into the plane. First they (think) that one of us (be) a hijacker and
they (search) us all for firearms; then they (announce) that one of the
engines (be) faulty. We finally (take off) an hour later. 14 Peter: How you
(spend) this extra hour before take-off)? Ann: Oh, they (take) us to the
restaurant and (feed) us and we (walk) about and (buy) things we (not
need). The time (pass) all right. 15 You (book) your hotel room yet?- Well,
| (write) to the hotel last week but they (not answer) yet. 16 Peter (meeting
Paul unexpectedly in London): Hello, Paul! I (not know) you (be) here.
Paul: Oh, I (be) here nearly two months. I (arrive) on the 6th of January. 17
Peter: When we last (meet) you (say) that nothing would induce you to
come to England. What (make) you change your mind? Paul: I (find) that |
(need) English for my work and this (seem) the quickest way of learning it.
18 Peter: You (know) any English when you first (arrive) here? Paul: No, |
(not know) a word. 19 Ann (to Yvonne, who is going to English classes):
How long you (learn) English? Yvonne: | (learn) off and on for about five
and a half years. (Use the continuous form.) 20 | (begin) English at
secondary school and (do) it for three years. Then | (drop) it for a year and
(forget) most of it. Then | (spend) two years at a secretarial college, where
| (study) commercial English, and for the last six months | (study) in
London. 21 At 4 p.m. my neighbour (ring) up and (say), 1s Tom with you?'
Tom, her son, (spend) most of his time in my garden playing with my
children, so whenever she (not be able) to find him she (ring) me. I'm
afraid | (not see) him today,' I (say). 'But my children (go) to the beach this
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morning and (not come) back yet. Perhaps he (go) with them."' 22 | just
(have) my first driving lesson. - How it (go)? You (enjoy) it? - Well, 1 not
actually (hit) anything but I (make) every other possible mistake. 23 Old
Ben (sell) newspapers just inside the station entrance, and my father
always (buy) his evening paper from him as he (leave) the station on his
way home. But one day my father (arrive) home without his paper. '‘Ben
(not be) there this evening,' he (say). 'l hope he (not be taken) ill.' 24 On
Saturday afternoon | (see) Frederick sitting in his garden. 'l (think) you
(work) on Saturdays,' I (say). 'l (work) this morning,' (explain) Frederick,
'but at lunch time the boss (go) off to play golf and (tell) us all to go home.
It's about time he (give) us a whole Saturday off actually. 1 (work)
practically even Saturday since the beginning of the year." 25 Ann: You
(be) to Hampton Court? Jane: Yes, | (go) there last week. The tulips (be)
wonderful. Ann: You (go) by car? Jane: No, I (go) with my English class.
We (hire) a coach. 26 Ann: Where else you (be) to since you (come) to
England? Jane: Oh, | (be) to Stratford and Coventry and Oxford and
Canterbury. 27 Ann: You (see) a lot. When you (go) to Stratford? Jane: |
(go) last week. The people | work for (take) me. 28 Ann: You (see) a play
at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre when you (be) at Stratford? Jane: Yes,
we (see) Macbeth. We were very lucky. We just (walk) in and (ask) if they
(have) any returned tickets, and the girl at the box office (say), 'Yes, a man
just (return) three stalls.' 29 Ann: You (be) to Wales? Jane: No, | (be) to
Scotland but I (not be) to Wales. I'd like to go. 30 Peter: You (see) any
good films lately? Ann: Yes, | (go) to the National Film Theatre last week
and (see) a Japanese film. Peter: You (like) it? Ann: Yes, I (love) it, but of
course | (not understand) a word. 31 Tom: | hear that Mr Benson just (die).
You (know) him quite well, didn't you? Jack: Yes. We (work) for the same
company for ten years. | (not see) so much of him after he (leave) the
company but we (keep) in touch 32 Ann (think) the garage (be) empty, and
(turn) off the lights. 'Hey!" (shout) Paul from under the car. I'm sorry, Paul,’
(say) Ann, | (not know) you (be) there.' 33 Father: Tom (not come) back
yet? Mother: Yes, he (come) in an hour ago. He (go) straight to bed.
Father: Funny. I (not hear) him. 34 Paul: That's a live wire. It just (give)
me a shock! Ann: Nonsense! | just (touch) it and | (not feel) anything! 35
When Paul (come) into the room, Ann was sitting in an armchair just
behind the door. Paul, not noticing Ann, (go) to the window and (look) out.
Ann (cough) and Paul (spin) round. 'Hello, Ann!" he (exclaim), 'l (not see)
you!" 36 Jack: You just (agree) to go, so why aren't you getting ready?
Peter: But I (not realize) that you (want) me to start at once!
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Ex. 70 Use Present Perfect or the Past Indefinite in the following
sentences:

1.1 never (to see) anyone more beautiful than your wife. 2.1 (to meet)
your husband this afternoon at Green Street. 3. He said, "You (to meet) this
passenger. He calls himself Major Jones." "I (to speak) to him." 4. "I (to
get) hold of some money — enough for Tony to go off for a couple of
years." "You (to raise) all that money by doing your own housework?"
"No, of course not." "Milly, what you (to be) up to? What you (to do)?" "I
(to sell) the house." "But what's Tony going to say? You (to tell) him?"
"Why should he care? He's young." "Why you (not to tell) him?" 5.1 said,
"Mr Jones (to be) arrested by the police."” "My goodness. You don't say.
What he (to do)?" "He necessarily (not to do) anything." "He (to see) a
lawyer?" "That's not possible here. The police wouldn't allow it." 6. "You
(to hear) the news?" "What news?" "About Ted and Dave. They (to be) out
on the roof last night and Ted (to slip) and Dave (to try) to hold him but he
couldn't and (to be) pulled off too. They're both in hospital with concussion
and their people (to be) sent for." 7.1 understand you (to have) an
unpleasant experience at the week-end? What (to happen) exactly? 8. You
remember the coin you (to find) in the pool? 9. "Mr Dillon (to arrive),
Kate." "Oh, good. You (to find) your way all right then, Mr Dillon? | (not
to hear) you ring the bell." "I couldn't find the bell, so I (to knock) instead."
10. He (to light) a cigarette and (to walk) to the window. 11. "Can we get
dinner here?" "Of course we can. Have you got enough money? | (to
spend) my last dollar on the taxi." 12. You (to say) just now that time (to
be) everything. What you (to mean) by that? 13.As we got into the taxi my
brother asked, "Well, you (to speak) to Harry?" "I (to speak) to him for a
moment.” 14. "Hallo," the little girl said to her mother and looked at her
companion. "Come and say 'How do you do' to Mr Ogden." "I (to see) him
already.” "You can't have done, dear. He only just (to arrive) here." "l (to
see) him in the hall this afternoon." "I'm sure you didn't. You (to see) my
little daughter yet, Mr Ogden?" "l don't think we (to meet) before," said Mr
Ogden. 15. "I remember you (to have) three funny little freckles on your
nose," he said, "but they (to disappear)." 16.1 think I'd better go now. I (to
act) wrongly and | in a way (to deceive) you. I'm sorry. 17. "You (to read)
'‘Winnie the Pooh' by A. A. Milne?" "Yes." "And how you (to like) it?"
"Very much indeed." 18.She (to come) into the room and (to lean) over her
father's chair and (to kiss) his cheek. "You (to have) a good trip?" 19. You
(not to hear) what the pilot (to say)? 20. At school I (to be) never good at
languages, but here I (to pick) up a bit of French. 21. "Good night. It (to
be) nice to meet you," he (to say) and (to go) off to his car. 22."Poor girl,"
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said Renny looking after her. "Don't pity her! She (to have) her happiness.
We all pay for that." "You (to have) yours?" "l (to have) my share." "You
(to pay) for it? " "Twice over." 23. Well, | know what you (to be) through.
24. "Then what (to happen) to you there?" "Let's forget it. Even now |
can't believe I (to do) it."

Ex. 71 Use the Present Perfect or the Past Indefinite in questions in
the following text:

— Are you a soldier by profession? - Yes. — How long you (to be)
in the army? — Twenty-five years. — When you (to join) the army? - In
1932. - Where you (to serve) during the war? First on the territory of
Ukraine, then in the Far East. You (to see) much fighting in Ukraine? A
good deal. — How long you (to remain) there? For over a year. Why you
(to be) sent to the Far East? - | (to be) wounded. What sort of wound it (to
be)? - A bullet through the shoulder. How many times you (to be)
wounded during the war? - Three times. They (to be) serious wounds?
Rather. When you (to be) wounded the last time? In 1945. How you (to
feel) since the army? Not very strong. Why you (not to leave) the army? |
can't imagine my life outside the army. Where you (to serve) lately? In the
Caucasus mostly. The climate there suits my health.

Ex. 72 Use the Present Perfect or the Past Indefinite in the following
guestions:

1. "I'll drink tea from this tin mug." "Wherever you (to find) it?" 2.
"What you (to hear)?" she demanded. "A farmer tells me he saw your
brother walking back to the town." "Why he (not to tell) us?" "He thought
we knew." 3.The parrot screamed a few words in Hindi. "Where he (to
learn) that?" my aunt asked me. 4. He showed her inside the house. "Oh,
how lovely!" she exclaimed. "I had no idea it would be so lovely. Why you
(not to tell) us? And you (to do) it all by yourself?" "Yes." "How you (to
manage) it? It's so tidy. And the new tea-set! When you (to buy) it?" 5.
When Renny came in, his grandmother asked him: "Where you (to be) all
day?" 6. "What sort of time you (to have) in France?" "A lot of things
happened there." 7. "Everyone in the village will talk about it." "How this
affair (to begin)?" 8. "How many children you (to teach) in that other
family?" the girl asked her new governess. "Not many. Just one girl."
"How long you (to stay) with her?" 9. Then my mother asked me: "Why
you (to go) to the post-office today?"

Ex. 73 Translate the following into English concentrating on the use
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of the Present Perfect and the Past Indefinite in sentences containing
an indication of a period of time:

1. «Bbl HEe MOXETe MHE CKa3aTh, yexaya Jii Mucc CMUT JTOHAOHCKUM
MOE3/I0OM CEroJHsl YTPOM?» — CHOPOCWJI OH Y HayaJlbHUKA CTAHLHH. —
«Het. Ona ono3znana Ha Hero». 2. OHM NPOTOBOPUIIM OKOJIO JBYX YacOB, U
3aTEM OH CKa3all, YTO €My HaJ0 MOBUIATh KOE-KOro U3 Japy3eu. 3. Ero maTh
ymepia. OHa gosiro paborana yuutenbHutie. 4. Ilocnymiaii-ka, J[xoH,
TBOSI XO351iKa TOBOPUT, YTO Thl CETOJHS JICKUIIb LEbI JE€Hb B MOCTEIH.
DTO0 Benb He roautcs, npasaa? 5. OHa yauBuiack, yBUAEB ero. «Pa3se Tl
HE noyydns Moe nuch Mo?» — «TBoe mucemo? Het». — «Jla, KoHEUHO,
THI €IlI€ HE MOT ero mojay4dutb. S 3a0buia. OHO OBLIO OTHPABICHO TOJBHKO
cerogHs yrpom». 6. OHa pe3KO MOBEPHYJACh K MYXKY M CKazama: «S1
OTTOHIO MalllMHy Jomoi». — «Ho Benp Thl He BojuIa MAaIIMHY MHOTO
MECSAIIEB», — BO3pa3mwil oH. — «S eiie He 3a0bla, Kak 3TO AenaeTcsy. 7.
MpbI Bce Tpo€ MOULIM BMECTE IO yiulle. B TeueHre HEKOTOpPOro BpEMEHU
Bce Momyanu. 8. «/Jlsaas Tom mpueskaer, — o0bsBUIa Mer. — Mawma
MOJy4Ynsia OT HEro MUCBbMO cerofHs yrpom». 9. Ha sToii Henene y MeHs
eaBa ObLIO Bpemsi, 4ToObI TTpocMOTpeTh razery. 10. «Tebe ciemxyer moTu
HaBeCTUTh By, — cka3zana oHa. — Thl He BHAEN €ro TpHu Henenu. Bel
noccopwuck?» 11. Oun monro cuaenu psaom. J[KeKk NEpPBBIM HapyIIHII
MOJTYaHHUE.

Ex. 74 Make up situations to justify the use of the Present Perfect
and the Past Indefinite in the following pairs of sentences:
1.1 left the car outside the gate.
I've left the car outside the gate.
2.We've settled everything.
We settled everything.
3. You behaved like a courageous man.
You have behaved like a courageous man.
4. The children have taken their toys to the library.
The children took their toys to the library.
5.1 taught little children.
I've taught little children.
6.1 hurt my ankle.
I've hurt my ankle.
7. | had a letter from home.
I've had a letter from home.
8. Have you spoken to him?
Did you speak to him?
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9. We've been engaged for nearly two years.
We were engaged for nearly two years.

10. He has brought his collection of stamps.
He brought his collection of stamps.

Ex. 75 Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense: present
perfect or simple past:

1 1 (buy) a new house last year, but I (not sell) my old house yet, so at
the moment | have two houses. 2 When Ann (be) on her way to the station
it (begin) to rain. Ann (run) back to her flat for her umbrella, but this
(make) her late for her train. 3 She (catch) the next train but it (not get) in
till 9.00, so she (arrive) at her office ten minutes late. 4 Her boss (look) up
as she (come) in . "You (be) late every morning this week," he (growl). 5 At
7 a.m. Charles (ring) Peter and (say), 'I'm going fishing, Peter. Would you
like to come?' 'But it's so early,’ (say) Peter. | (not have) breakfast yet. Why
you (not tell) me last night?' 6 Tom (meet) Paul at lunch time and (say), |
(not see) you at the bus stop this morning. You (miss) the bus?' 'l (not
miss) it,' (reply) Paul. I (not miss) a bus for years. But this morning George
(give) me a lift. * 7 Ann (go) to Canada six months ago. She (work) in
Canada for a while and then (go) to the United States. 8 Mary (be) in Japan
for two years. She is working there and likes it very much. - How she (go)?
- She (go) by air. 9 When | (buy) my new house | (ask) for a telephone.
The Post Office (tell) me to wait, but I (wait) a year now and my phone
still (not come). 10 Bill usually has breakfast at 8.00. Yesterday at 8.30
Peter (meet) Bill and (offer) him an apple. 'No, thanks,' (say) Bill. | just
(have) breakfast.' 11 Just as Ann (arrive) at the airfield a plane (land) and a
girl (climb) out. To her surprise Ann (recognize) her cousin, Lucy. 'Hello,
Lucy,' she (exclaim). I (not know) that you (know) how to fly a plane." 'l
only just (learn),’ (say) Lucy. 'l (go) solo for the first time last week.' 12
Peter (try) to come in quietly but his mother (hear) him and (call) out,
"Where you (be)? Your supper (be) in the oven for an hour.' 13 You (be) to
the theatre lately? - Yes, | (go) to Othello last week. - You (like) it?- Yes,
but I (not see) very well. | (be) right at the back 14 Ann (coming out of a
bookshop): | just (buy) a copy of David Copperfield. You (read) it? Mary:
As it happens it is the only one of Dickens's books that | (not read). | (not
even see) the film. 15 You (be) to Cambridge? - Yes, | (be) there last
month. - How you (get) there? - My brother (take) me in his car. 16 You
(see) Philip lately? I (ring) his flat several times last week but (get) no
answer. - Oh, he (be) in America for the last month. He (fly) out on the
first a conference and then (decide) to stay for six weeks. - You (hear)
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from him? - Yes, | (get) a letter shortly after he (arrive). 17 How long you
(be) in your present job? - | (be) there for six months. - And what you (do)
before that? - Before that | (work) for Jones and Company. 18 How long
you (work) for Jones and Company? - | (work) for them for two years. -
You (like) working for them? - No, I (not like) it at all. - Then why you
(stay) so long? 19 We usually go out on Saturday evenings, but last
Saturday (be) so wet that we (stay) in and (play) cards. - What you (play)?
- We (play) poker. I (lose) fifty pence. 20 When you (begin) school? - |
(begin) school when I (be) five. | (go) to a primary school first. | (stay)
there for six years and then | (go) to a comprehensive school 21 When |
(be) seventeen | (start) my university course. - When you (get) your
degree? - Oh, | (not get) my degree yet; I'm still at the university. | only
(be) there for two years. 22 Tom (leave) the house at 8.20. At 8.25 the
phone in Tom's house (ring), Tom's wife, Mary, (answer) it. 'Could | speak
to Tom, please?' (say) the caller. 'I'm afraid he just (go) out’, (say) Mary. 23
You (be) to Cornwall? - Yes, | (be) there last Easter. - You (go) by train? -
No, I (hitch-hike). 24 | (not see) Charles for some time. - He (be) ill, poor
chap. He (collapse) at work a fortnight ago and (be taken) to hospital. They
(send) him home after two days but he (not come) back to work yet. 25
There (be) a very good programme on TV last night. You (see) it? - No, |
(take) my set back to the shop last week because there (be) so much
distortion; and they (say) it (need) a new part. They (not be able) to get the
new part so far, so | (not watch) television for about ten days. 26 You
(ever) be to France? - Yes, | (spend) last July and August in Grenoble. |
(go) to improve my French but everyone | (meet) (want) to improve his
English so | (not get) much practice. 27 The postman usually comes
between 8.00 and 9.00 in the morning. At 8.45 a.m. yesterday Ann (say),
'Are there any letters for me?' 'l don't know,' (say) Mary. The postman (not
come) yet." At Il a.m. Jack, Mary's husband, (ring) from his office to ask if
there (be) any letters for him. 'No," (say) Mary. 'Nobody (get) letters today.
The postman (not come).' 28 Mr Speed, Ann's employer, (dictate) three
letters and (tell) Ann to type them as soon as possible. Half an hour later he
(ring) Ann's office. "You (finish) those letters yet?' he (ask). 'Well," (say)
Ann, 1 (do) the letter to Mr Jones, and I'm now typing the one to Mr
Robinson, but | (not start) the one to Mr Smith yet.' 29 You (find) out yet
about the trains to Liverpool? - No. I (ring) the station last night but the
man who (answer) the phone (not seem) to be sure of the times. He (say)
something about a new timetable. - But the new timetable (be) in operation
for three weeks! 30 Tom and Jack work in different offices but go to work
in the same train. One evening Tom's wife (say), 'Jack (move) into his new
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house yet?' 1 don't know,' (say) Tom, | (not see) Jack today. He (not be) on
the train." 31 Where you (be)? - | (be) shopping in Oxford Street. - So |
suppose you (buy) shoes? - Yes. | (find) a shop where they were having a
sale and | (get) three pairs. 32 In the evenings | often play chess with my
next door neighbour. | (play) chess with him ever since | (come) to live
here ten years ago. He (be) here all his life; he (inherit) the house from his
father, another great chess player. - You ever (play) chess with the father? -
We (play) once or twice but he (die) a year after | (arrive). 33 | can't find
my gloves. You (see) them? - Yes, you (leave) them in the car yesterday. |
(put) them back in your drawer. 34 | hope you're enjoying your Vvisit to
England. You (meet) any Englishmen yet? - Yes, | (meet) a man called
Smith at a party last night. - What you (talk) about? - We (talk) about the
weather 35 Mrs Jones: For years | (do) all my washing by hand; then last
year | (buy) a washing machine and | must say it (make) washing day
much less exhausting. It only takes me an hour now. Mrs White: | don't
like washing machines. | always (do) my washing by hand and | intend to
go on doing it. I always (find) it very satisfying work. 36 Tom: Don't you
think it's time we (have) something different for, Sunday dinner? Ann: But
we (have) roast beef for Sunday dinner ever since we (get married. Your
mother (tell) me that you (be) particularly fond of roast beef. Tom: But my
mother (be) dead for five years and in those five year my tastes (change).

Ex. 76 Translate the following into English concentrating on the use
of the Present Perfect and the Past Indefinite:

1. Ona Obu1a ofHa, KOrAa Bomien ee MyX. OH ¢ yIUBIEHHEM OTJISIET
KoMHaTy. «4Yto 23T0?» — cmpocun OH. — « mepeexana». OmnHa
yIBIOHYIach eMy. — «JloMm erie He TOTOB. Thl HE MOXKEIh 3TOTO CAETIATHY.
— «41 yxke caenana stoy». 2. Korga Moy Bomia B KOMHATY, s ckazai: «S1
OpUHEC MOM CTapblii anb0oM ¢ Mapkamu. Bamero myxa s BCTpeTHJI Ha
Kpbuiblie. OH MOMPOCUI MEHSI OCTaBUTH €ro Bam». 3. «JloOpwiil neHb, —
CKazal OH. — MoxHO MHe mnoBujare Mapu?» — «Ee 3aech HeT, —
OTBETWJIa €€ MaTb. — Y MeEHs ObUI ¢ HEW pa3roBOp, KOTOPBIA €l He
MOHPABUWIICS, U OHA yexalia». 4. «Sl mo3BOHMIIA JOKTOPY», — CKazaja ero
cecTpa, Bxoas B komHaTy. Korma PobGept mpuien B ce0si, OH CIPOCHII:
«Ts1 ckazama, 4yTo MO3BOHWIA AOKTOPY? OCTaHOBHM €ro, €Cciii MOXHO. S
COBCEM 37I0pOB. S mpocTo HE MOry ce0e MPEeACTaBUTh, TTOUEMY 51 TTOTEPSIT
co3HaHue». 5. «l'me on? A momkeH ero yBuaeth». — «OH yuien B jgecy». 6.
«Oren; BHU3Y?» — «/la». — «OHn xoaun k Cmutam?» — «dan. — «Hto
ckazasl M-p Cmut?» — «Otery ero He Buaem». 7. OHa BcTana U3-3a CTOJA.
«5l moJKHA MOWTH 3alepeTh KaIuTKy. Yike cremHeno». 8. «llocmotpu, —
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CKa3aJl OH, JepKa MO LIETKE B KaXIOM pyKEe, — YTO MOU JBOKOPOIHBIN
Oparen nmojgapun MHe! OH OCTaBWJI UX Ha MOEM TYaJIETHOM CTOJHUKE». 9.
Manpuuk BBIIET W YETKUM TOJOCOM MpOYUTal CTUIIOK. Ero marh
3aropopuia nepBou. «llomovimm croma, — ckaszama oHa emy. — Kro
Hay4dus1 Te0s dToMy?» — «fl caMm ero mnpujymain», — OTBETHJI MaJIbUUK.
10.Moeit onexapl HeT B kKomMHaTe. OHu ee yHecau. 11.0H copBasl LIBETOK.
«ITocMoTpH, 4TO 5 cAena», — CKa3aldl OH. — «3a4eM Thl 3TO caean?» —
«S He 3nHato». 12.Yt0 s chmenan Takoro, 4roObl Tak CHUJIIBHO pPaccepauTh
otua? 13. 3areM OHM BCE MPOILLIM B CTOJIOBYIO M 3aHSUIA CBOM MECTA 3a
CTOJIOM. «A OpaT U s y»e 3aBTpakaiu, — BAPYT BOCKIMKHYJIa Mer, — s
coBceM 3a0butay. 14.MoJy, Cayduiaoch 4TO-TO Yy)KacHoe. Y coceleil Ha
KpbUIbLIE HAILTA MiiaZieHIa. 15.1'0BopsAT, 4TO AEBYLIKA U €€ TeTKa MPOoJain
CBOM JIOMUK M Y€3)KalOT KyJ1a-TO K POJACTBCHHUKAM.
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