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ACTUAL TRENDS OF TEACHING
A FOREIGN LANGUAGE AT THE UNIVERSITY

Objective. Examined in the article is the importance and methods of implementing profess-
sionally oriented education in general, with greater detail on the example of teaching a foreign
language to students for whom a foreign language is not the main specialty. One of the author's
goals is to show the options for interaction between the university and employers to increase the
effectiveness of training young specialists both in the main specialty and in a foreign language.

Methodology. Given are specific examples of various professionally oriented events that can
be organized jointly with potential employers, with their direct participation in the educational
process. Such forms of work as testing, contests of educational projects, English-language seminars,
questionnaires of employers, foreign language classes, which are necessary for teaching students to
implement business intercultural communication in future professional activities, are considered in
more detail.

Scientific novelty. The author considered the methods of organizing professionally oriented
events in a foreign language, which are effective tools for foreign language professional training of
students. The peculiarity of these events is joint preparation and implementation of these forms of
work by teachers and potential employers. Direct participation of potential employers in
professional training of students has a powerful incentive for students that contributes to more
effective professional and foreign language training.

Conclusions. For employers at the labor market, it is important that future specialists should
not only know the basics of their future profession, but also possess a number of new skills that
complement the professional competence of future specialists. The development of students' skills
and abilities that are in demand in the labor market requires a non-standard, creative approach to
the organization of training sessions and active implementation of a variety of educational activities.
These events actualize students’ creative abilities, form the skills to independent search for unique
solutions, develop creative thinking, develop foreign language training, which are integral compo-
nents of an up-to-date specialist’s professional competence. The activation of vocationally-oriented
training in the university ensures a close relationship and consistency of the educational process
with the requirements of the labor market and is aimed at training highly qualified young
professionals.

Key words: university, labor market, employers, professional training, culture-oriented
assignments.

Higher education system is a social institution that trains specialists to meet the needs of the labor
market. The quality of training of young professionals determines not only the efficiency of industrial
enterprises, organizations and institutions, but also the productivity of the economic and social sectors of the
region and country as a whole.

The purpose of this article is to identify the most relevant and effective ways of developing the
professional competence of students in close cooperation with potential employers in the educational process.
The author gives specific examples of educational activities for the intensification and diversification of
professional training and retraining of students, conducted with the participation and in interaction with
employers. Also, the examples of culture-orientated assignments are included in the article that can be used
to train sociocultural skills of the students.

For employers of the labor market at present it is important that future specialists should not only know
the basics of their future profession, but also possess a number of new skills that complement their
professional competence. Employers note the importance of such components of professional competence as
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the need for productive teamwork, the ability to present the created products, ideas and reports, conduct
business negotiations, have stress resistance, the ability to manage time, and also work in the conditions of
limited time. Regardless of the specialty and the acquired profession, at present, the labor market requires
such competencies as: the ability to acquire new knowledge, the ability to improve in a new area of
knowledge and professional activity, the ability to plan, organize and coordinate activities, openness to new
opportunities, the ability to build interpersonal relationships, avoid disagreements in the work group or find
ways to overcome conflict situations. Consequently, the development of students' skills and abilities that are
in demand in the labor market requires a non-standard, creative approach to the organization of training
sessions and active implementation of a variety of educational activities [6, 51-52]. It is extraordinary, non-
traditional, creative educational events that actualize students’ creative abilities, form their skills of
independent search for unique solutions, develop creative thinking, which are integral components of the
professional competence of an up-to-date specialist.

The problem of creative development of the individual in the learning process is an urgent scientific
problem now. Creative activity of a person elaborates something new, whether it is something of the external
world or a well-known structure of mind or feelings that live and appear only in the person. From the point
of view of philosophy, creativity also generates new values, ideas, and the person himself as a creator
becomes different in his development [7, 85].

When considering the process of learning at the university, the concept of creativity is associated with
the concept of independence, which is considered as the quality of a person, reflecting their ability to self-
regulate thinking and determining the effectiveness of performing professional duties. Considering its
importance for professional development of future young specialists, independent creative activity of the
student acquires a special status in the practice of teaching in higher educational institutions and is of
particular importance in planning the educational programs. Creative types of educational activities give
students an additional incentive to improve themselves as future professionals, learn to independently search
for new knowledge in various situations, as well as see a new problem in the trivial situation, form their
vision, their attitude towards it and offer their own way of solving it. Formation of these particular skills
should become an obligatory element of professional training of a modern specialist [7, 86—87].

It should be noted that organizing and conducting creative educational events together with potential
employers stimulates students’ motivation and effectively prepares them for future professional activities.
Future employers, in turn, have an opportunity to identify the most active and capable students, assess their
potential in order to support and help them start their professional activities on the basis of their enterprises
and organizations. For example, effective educational activities are joint organization of various forms of
educational activities by teachers and employers, such as lectures, seminars, round-tables, master classes by
employers of enterprises — practitioners in their fields, organization of student competitions in conjunction
with representatives of enterprises and companies. Also, other possible forms of cooperation between
universities and employers are [3, 15-16]:

— joint laboratories of educational institutions and companies;

— additional optional courses with invited industry professionals;

— branches of departments on the basis of enterprises and companies;

— participation of companies and enterprises in professional training and retraining of teachers;

— participation of teachers and employers in thematic conferences held on the basis of enterprises and
universities;

— holding job fairs;

— practice and internship of students at enterprises;

— professional study tours of junior students to enterprises.

So, IT companies have been actively participating in the training of future specialists for their industry
for several years. Employees of the companies conduct lectures and seminars on key topics of training future
IT specialists. Also, the companies, in cooperation with the university, pay special attention to improving the
level of English proficiency of IT-students.

As an example, we can mention English testing. The content of the tests can be compiled jointly by
teachers and employers with the aim of maximally approximating their content to the functions of using a
foreign language in future professional activities. Since, basically, for professional activity of a programmer
the skills of spoken English and listening are necessary, therefore, the content of such tests includes the
verification of these linguistic aspects. Students who won prizes based on testing results are awarded
certificates from an IT company, which provide them with additional employment opportunities. Thus, the
company at an early stage of study in the university can select capable and motivated students, and together
with their teachers prepare them for future professional activities, thereby significantly fostering their
motivation in learning.

To improve the quality of training and, at the same time, to develop and encourage students’ creative
potential different contests of educational projects can be offered. To prepare for such a contest, students,
together with teachers, prepare educational projects in English on actual topics of IT industry and present
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them to the competition jury, which consists of company employees. Based on the results of the presentation
and interviews in English with the representatives of the jury, company representatives single out the best
works and reward the winners with preference when applying for a job in the company.

The possible scheme for organizing the teacher's independent creative activity of students in
preparation for the competition of educational projects can be the following [7, 88—89]:

1. Initial stage. The teacher and student together choose and discuss a topic in the context of the general
theme of the competition. The teacher focuses on the content and structure of the project, recommends
sources and literature for preparation, stipulates the terms and schedule for the preparation of the project. The
student acts in accordance with the designated assignment schedule.

2. Advanced stage. The teacher provides advisory support, corrects and directs the research, controls
intermediate results. The student independently fills the content of the project, structures the material, chooses
the presentation format and visualization method.

3. The final stage. It is characterized by the freedom to realize the student's creative potential, which
manifests itself in the creative presentation of the results of his research, in the choice of the most effective
form of his presentation to the audience. The instructor advises and is the first spectator for the student.

To prepare a university graduate for future production activities, it is necessary to intensify the practice
of inviting practitioners to give lectures and conduct seminars, round-tables, which will be able to familiarize
students with the specifics of activities in a particular industry and at specific enterprises. In order to develop
the students’ professional competence, as well as to develop professionally oriented foreign language
competence, seminars can be organized in English with the participation of representatives of the industrial
enterprises. Participants have the opportunity to present in English their enterprises and areas of activity to
students. Students have the opportunity to communicate online in English with speakers and clarify questions
of interest to them on the operation of enterprises, production and employment opportunities. Such events
arouse significant interest not only among students and teachers of the university, but are also of interest to
the participants themselves who can act as mentors in the university environment.

To train young specialists, universities constantly monitor current professions of the labor market,
qualifications in demand, modern employers' requirements for the professional competencies of university
graduates. The higher education system cannot instantly respond to the ongoing changes; therefore,
universities monitor the labor market conditions in advance, the balance of supply and demand, and carry out
short-term and long-term forecasts of transformations in the labor market.

Being aware of the changes in the labor market is very important for the universities. Thus, universities
can react with the introduction of new specialties, correct the educational process and adapt it to the ongoing
changes. So, in order to interact with employers, universities can hold conferences and round-table
discussions. In such conferences the representatives of government bodies in different areas, representatives
of industrial enterprises, IT companies, sports and cultural organizations, secondary education institutions
can be participants. The reports of the participants can be presented, topical issues of training specialists at
the university and their relevance for employers are discussed.

Universities conduct different surveys of the representatives of the labor market in order to monitor
their position on training specialists at the university and the possibilities of their direct participation in the
educational process. The questionnaire can include such questions as:

1. Is the work being carried out to form a personnel reserve for specialist positions in enterprises
among university graduates?

2. How is the work held with the students who are sent by higher education institutions for internship
in the organization?

3. Does the organization need a scientific study of the problematic aspects of management in the
framework of the implementation by students of higher education institutions of course and diploma
(master's) work on the relevant topic?

4. Does the organization participate in arranging an order for the specialists who are trained in higher
education institutions?

5. In the training (retraining) of what specialists does the organization have the need today, connected
with the profile of higher education institution?

6. In what forms of organization are they ready to participate in the educational process?

7. Select specialties that, in your opinion, will be in demand in organizations in 4-8 years, etc.

The results of the survey of employers can be used for adjusting the educational process at the
universities, for as well as in further interaction to implement a close relationship among students, teachers
and employers.

As examples of creative forms of educational activity in foreign language classes, we can cite the
dramatization of culture-oriented role-playing games. These techniques are tools for the development of
speech skills in practice of intercultural communication, but also involve the creative use of communicative
competence by students for the successful fulfillment of the declared communicative role. A culturally
oriented role-playing game is a «problem-communicative foreign language task that creates educational and
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methodological conditions for social-speech modeling of role positions (indicated in these tasks) by trainees,
taking into account the functional factors of foreign and intercultural communication, as well as the
sociocultural background of role situations and prescriptions or expectations in the process of jointly solving
socially and professionally significant communicative tasks» [5]. All structural components of such a game
(the goal of the game, the content of the game, the totality of social roles, the conditions for implementation)
are formulated and presented in such a way as to orient students towards the culture of the country of the
target language, immersing them in the socio-cultural context of a foreign language linguistic culture. Unlike
other tasks, culture-oriented role-playing games not only develop speaking skills, but also teach them to use
their cultural knowledge in interaction.

The main component of a culture-oriented role-playing game, like any role-playing game, is a role,
namely a set of social and interpersonal roles, the performance of which by trainees involves them in the
process of communication and mastering communication [1]. Fulfilling various roles (status, positional,
situational), the student learns to follow a specific communication program, choose adequate language
means, vary behavior strategies and show communicative flexibility in order to justify the "role expectations"
of the speech behavior of the native speaker of the target language in such situations. In the process of
completing the task, the student develops socio-cultural abilities and fosters the socio-cultural qualities
necessary for effective intercultural communication. In a culture-oriented role-playing game, social relations
existing in a society are reproduced, which forces the participants to comply with certain rules and conditions
of the game, following the norms of foreign language communicative behavior. The coincidence of role
prescriptions existing in a foreign language linguaculture with role expectations of certain speech behavior
is an indicator that the student is able to carry out effective intercultural communication with a native speaker
of the target language.

The content of culture-oriented games is determined both by the subject of the course and by a specific
goal. Let us give examples of the subject of culture-oriented role-playing games [4, 96—97]. So, to develop
students' ability to establish and maintain communicative contact, the culture-oriented role-playing games
«Let's get to know each other» can be used: two strangers (Belarusian and American), who are forced to sit
at the same table in a crowded cafe, start a conversation. Culturally oriented role-playing games «My personal
space» can be used to develop the ability to maintain the proper distance with a native speaker of the target
language. For example, during the conversation, your longtime friend asks a lot of personal questions. To
develop the ability to create a positive microclimate of interaction using the strategy of communicative self-
presentation, the culture-oriented role-playing games «The Art of self-presentation» are effective, which
involve dramatizing such a plot as: Your friend won an international competition and you express your praise
to him, emphasizing the positive aspects of the performance.

Thus, the activation of vocationally-oriented education at the university, implemented in close
cooperation between universities and enterprises provide a close relationship and consistency of the
educational process with the requirements of the labor market, teachers and employers, and is aimed at
training highly qualified young professionals.
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CYUACHI TEHAEHIIIT BUKITATAHHSI IHO3EMHOI MOBY B YHIBEPCUTETI

Mema cmammi — 06IpyHmMY8amu 3HaA4eHHs | pO3NAHYMU ULIAXU BNPOBAONHCEHHS NPOPeCiliHO
OpIEHMOBAHOI 0cgimu 3a2aioM ma HA NPUKIadi GUKIAOAHHA [HO3eMHOI MOGU SIK He OCHOBHOI
cneyianvHocmi 30kpema. OOHicio 3 yineil € nokasamu @apianmu 63aeMooii yHigepcumemy ma
pobomodasyie 01 NIOBUWEHHS eQeKmUGHOCmi Ni020MOBKU CYYACHUX cheyianicmie 5K 3d
OCHOBHOIO cheyianbHicmio, max i 3 iIHo3eMHOI MOBU.

Memooonozia. Hasoossmvcs konkpemui nNpuxinaou pisHUX npogheciino OpicHmMOSAHUX
3ax00i8, AKI MOJCHA Op2aHi308y8aMU CHITGHO 3 NOMEHYIUHUMY poOOmMooasysamu, 3a ix
be3nocepednvoi yuacmi 8 HaguanbLHOMY npoyeci. [{emanvHo po3ensioaiomscs maxi popmu pobomu,
SAK: MeCcmy8aHHsl, KOHKYPCU OCGIMHIX NPOEKmIi8, aHeIOMOSHI ceMiHapu, aHkemu pobOomooasyis,
3aHAMMsL [HO3eMHOI0 MOBOI, SIKI HeOOXIOHI OISl HABYAHHS CMIYOEHMIE GNPOBAONCEHHS 01060
MIJHCKYIbMYPHOI KOMYHIKayil y Matbymuiil npogheciiniil OisiibHOCHI.

Haykoea Hoeuzna. Posensoaromvcia memoou opeauizayii npogecilino  opicHmo8aHux
3ax0016 [HO3EMHOK MOBOKW, SKI € eQeKmuGHUMU IHCMPYMEHmam iHULOMOBHOI npogeciiiHoi
niocomosxu cmyoenmig. Ocobnusicmio yux 3axo0i6 € cnilbHa opeanizayis ma peanizayis yux oopm
pobomu guknadayamu ma nomenyiuHumu pobomooasysmu. besnocepedns yuacmo nomeHyilHux
pobomooasyig y npogheciiiniil nio2comosyi cmyoenmie € NOMYHCHUM CIUMYTIOM OJisL CHYOeHmie i
cnpusic binvutL eghekmueHomy npopeciiinomy Ha84aHHIO MAa GUEHEHHIO iHOZEMHUX MOB.

Bucnoeku. /s pobomooasyis Ha cyuacHomy emani 8axciuso, uyoo mMonooi cneyianicmu He
JuMe 3HaU OCHOBU CBOCE mpodhecii, ane 1 mManu HOGI HAGUYKU U YMIHHS, SKi OONOGHIOIOMb
npogpecitiny komnemenmuicme axieys. Po36umox y cmyoenmie makux yMiHv, ujo KOpUCmynomocs
NONUMOM HA PUHKY NPayi, 6UMA2ae HeCMaHOapmHo20 NioxXody 00 OpeaHizayii Ha8YANbHUX 3AHAMb
ma pisHOMAHIMHUX HABYANbHUX 3ax00i8. L]i 3ax00u axmugizyroms meopuyi 30i6HOCmi ma MUcieHHs.
CmyOenmis, po38uealomv YMIHHA CAMOCMIUHO20 NOUWLYKY YVHIKATbHUX piuieHb, MOMUEYIons 00
BUBYEHHS [HO3EMHUX MOB I € He8i0 'EMHUMU CKIA008UMU NPOGHeCitiHOI KOMNemeHmMHOCMI CY4acHO20
Gaxisys. Akmusizayis npogecitino-opicHMOBaH020 HABYAHH S 8 YHIsepcumeni 3abe3neyye micHuil
83AEMO036'A30K I 8IONOGIOHICMb HABUANLHO20 NPOYeCy GUMO2AM DUHKY Npayi ma cnpsaMo8anHda Ha
ni020MOBKY 8UCOKOKBANIPIKOBAHUX MOJIOOUX CReyianicmis.

Knwuosi cnosa: ynieepcumem, punok npayi, pobomooasyi, npogheciiina niocomoska,
KYbIMYPHO-OPIEHMOBAHT 30680 AHHSL.
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